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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ENTERPRISE SERVICES

1500 Jefferson Street SE  P.O. Box 41017  Olympia, Washington 98504-1017  (360) 902-7400

Award Memo to File & Checklist



	#05411
	WSCA Infant Formula Rebate  
	Kevyn L. Davidson           

	Contract Type:  FORMCHECKBOX 
New  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rebid   Replacement   FORMCHECKBOX 
WSCA  Enterprise  General Use  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Restricted to: WSCA 22 Participating Entities   

	Contract Duration:  Initial Term: 3  FORMCHECKBOX 
 years with 3 one-year possible contract extensions  Maximum life: 6 years 

	Estimated Initial Term Worth: $51,771,897.00   Estimated Annual Worth: $17,257,299.00   

	Number of: Bidders notified: 38 MWBE’s notified: 0 Bids received: 3 Bids Rejected: NONE 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WEBS was used to notify all bidders     

	WEBS listed the following commodity codes: 271-28 and 272-29

	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Purpose and Intent of the Infant Formula Rebate Contract
	The purpose of this contract is to maintain federal compliance with Infant Formula Rebate Cost Containment. The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC), a federally funded program carried out pursuant to the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, is required, by federal regulation, to implement and maintain a continuous cost containment system for infant formula as mandated by Congress in 1989. The Women, Infants and Children (WIC) agencies are required to utilize the competitive bidding process for the procurement of infant formula. The WIC program is funded primarily through the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). State and local government funds are also used in some states. FNS is charged with oversight of the procurement process at the State level.
In response to rising food costs in the 1980's, and the desire to use their food grants more efficiently, several WIC State agencies initiated infant formula rebate systems. At the time, infant formula expenditures represented almost 40 percent of all WIC food costs, making infant formula rebates an important cost-containment strategy.  Building on the success of the voluntary State infant formula rebate systems, Public Law 100-460, The Department's fiscal year 1989 appropriations act, required all WIC State agencies (except Indian State agencies with participation levels under 1,000) to explore the feasibility of cost-containment measures for infant formula and implement such measures where feasible. As a result of this mandatory legislative requirement, WIC State agencies with participation levels over 1,000 implemented infant formula cost containment measures, primarily infant formula rebate systems. The passage of the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 1989 (section 123(a)(6) of Pub. L. 101-147) made this cost-containment requirement a permanent program feature. Failure to provide continuous cost-containment measures may result in a freeze on all federal program funds provided to WIC, adding to the critical nature of the Infant Formula Rebate contracts.     
Washington State is the lead state, representing the Western States
Contracting Alliance, in the development, solicitation, award and
administration of this WIC Infant Formula Rebate Contract, as mandated
above. 
The represented entities served by the resulting contract(s) are: Alaska, American Samoa, Arizona, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Delaware, District of Columbia, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, Inter Tribal Council of Nevada, Kansas, Maryland, Montana, Navajo Nation, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Virgin Islands, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming.


	STAKEHOLDER WORK:
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	Stakeholder work began in October 2011 with the development of a diverse sourcing team made up of 19 members from the user agencies within the alliance. Sheryl Pickering from the Washington State WIC office partnered with DES to offer leadership and coordination assistance, especially critical during the extensive data collection work and the review periods.  The team included WIC directors, state procurement professionals, and agency administrators of the WIC programs. Our meetings were facilitated by WSCA coordinator Doug Richins, who provided much insight, guidance and support. We also worked very closely with Mike Drew and Linda Clarke with (headquarters) Office of Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) of the United states Department of Agriculture. They provided us guidance on the federal requirements for this Solicitation and also were instrumental in the IFB review process. Our first sourcing team meeting was held on November 8, 2011, at which time task assignments and the procurement timeline was established. Stakeholder work continued throughout the IFB development, review and Bid evaluation phases. The stakeholder group has been heavily engaged throughout each facet of the Solicitation. We held seven more conference call meetings over the next several months while maintaining constant communication through shared e-mails.


	BID DEVELOPMENT:
Background:
	Historically, the Bid development process for the WSCA Infant Formula Rebate takes a minimum of 12 months and WIC programs request at least 6 months for their transition and implementation phases once a new contract is awarded. The standard timeline for this contract was seriously compromised when our current vendor notified us on October 11, 2011 that they were unable to enter into the final one-year contract extension. This resulted in a very compressed timeline for the State’s development of this contract, as well as the implementation phase for the WIC agencies. Development and execution of this contract has required a constant and diligent effort on the part of all participants; the sourcing team members, the staff at Washington State WIC, staff at DES, the leadership team at WSCA and the members of USDA/FNS who provided guidance and oversight during the bid development phase to ensure Federal compliance. To date, our team has spent a total of 7 months performing the Bid development, responding to multiple reviews, release of the Solicitation (and subsequent amendments), Bid evaluation and award recommendation.   

 

	BID DEVELOPMENT:
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	Bid development began in November 2011. The template for the Invitation for Bid was a hybrid that evolved from the merging of the previous infant formula contract #06406 with an updated template design which would eventually become our new Bid template. We secured the Special Terms and Conditions from WSCA and the Sourcing Team assisted in fine-tuning the Scope of Work. We utilized information and some language from the recent California Infant Formula Rebate Bid. We researched the BPA legislation issues and other pending legislative changes that would likely impact the contract and began to incorporate it into the contract documents. We gathered Intents to Participate and began data collection for the IFB document preparation. On January 20, 2012, Melissa Cox, Procurement Coordinator, left State service and I took over the lead Procurement Coordinator position for this IFB, finalizing the Bid development work. Under the guidance of USDA/FNS and our legal counsel, I worked to modify our contract language for compliance with federal requirements. I continued to work closely with Sheryl Pickering, the Sourcing Team members, and Connie Stacy (DES) who became instrumental in the consolidation of IFB review comments and initial document formatting. Connie also assisted in correspondence with our Assistant Attorney General regarding special contract clauses and processes required by the USDA.
On February 10, 2012 I issued the draft IFB documents for review to the Sourcing Team, WSCA (Doug Richins), USDA/FNS (Mike Drew and Linda Clark), and Washington WIC (Sheryl Pickering). I continued work with our Assistant Attorney General (Linda Colglazier), DES legal counsel (Farrell Presnell) on contract clauses that the USDA required we amend or remove from the IFB, including the reading aloud of Bids at a Public Bid opening, (see embedded USDA Checklist) and created the necessary special provisions as required by the individual participating entities. Internal peer review was performed (see below) concurrently. By mid March all of the many revisions had been incorporated into the final draft and all 15 Appendices had been finalized. The final draft was resubmitted for one last team (indicated above) review. Minor revisions were completed and On March 20, 2012 we received word from USDA/FNS that all revisions had been approved as per their contract requirements checklist, and that permission had been granted from them to post the Infant Formula Rebate Solicitation documents online.
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	PEER REVIEWS:

	Connie Stacy assisted with the IFB document revisions and formatting and downloaded appendices from our SharePoint drive hosted by Washington State Department of Health. On March 9, 2012, the IFB was submitted for internal peer reviews (Mark Gaffney and Corinna Cooper). By March 20, 2012 their recommended revisions had been incorporated into the body of the IFB, formatting was finalized and the IFB was submitted for DES management review by Unit Manager, Cheral Jones. Because this is a no-cost, rebate contract, Cheral was not bound by the monetary threshold of her signatory authority. This IFB also had received extensive external review and approval. The IFB was subsequently approved by management and was authorized for release. It was posted to the Washington Enterprise Business Solutions (bidder registration and notification system) on March 21, 2012. Notification of the posting was sent out to WSCA, our Sourcing Team, USDA/FNS, and the WIC program Directors.


	BID PROCESS:

Written Bidders’ Questions 
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	Written Bidders’ Questions were submitted in lieu of a Pre-Bid meeting. All three Bidders submitted questions by the April 4, 2012 cut-off date. Sheryl Pickering coordinated data retrieval from the participating entities while I addressed all questions pertaining to the Washington State Bid Statutes, processes and requirements and specific questions regarding the scope of work. I compiled all of the responses and the Answers to the Bidders Questions were reviewed by DES legal counsel and peers, and were released via WEBS on April 27, 2012 as Amendment # 3 and on April 30, 2012 as Amendment #4. (See Embedded Documents)



	AMENDMENTS:

[image: image23.emf]Pre Bid Amendment  #4.doc



 EMBED AcroExch.Document.7  [image: image24.emf]Pre Bid Amendment  #2.pdf



[image: image25.emf]Signed Pre-Award  Amendment #1.pdf



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image26.emf]5411A5.doc



[image: image27.emf]Revised Procurement  Schedule - Amendment #3.pdf



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image28.emf]Pre Bid Amendment  #3.doc


	PRE-BID AMENDMENTS: Five pre-bid amendments were issued: 
Amendment #1 was issued on March 22, 2012 and included Appendices G-19a and B, G-21a, b, c, and d and G-22a and b. These files were too large to be posted with the original Solicitation so they were split into smaller files prior to posting.
Amendment #2 was issued on April 23, 2012 to notify Bidders that Answers to Bidders Questions would post to WEBS by COB on April 27, 2012. The Bid due date was also extended to May 15, 2012. 
Amendment #3 was issued on April 27, 2012 and included the Answers to Bidders’ Questions, All supplemental information that was requested from the individual entities, a revised Appendices C-1, C-2 and C-3 (Bid Price Sheets), and a revised procurement timeline. 
Amendment #4 was issued on April 30, 2012 and addressed three additional Bidders’ Questions that had been under review.
Amendment #5 was issued on May 8, 2012 and changed the Bid Opening location from the Presentation Room to Conference Room #2008 at the Jefferson Building.



	

	BID OPENING:

Date: 5/15/2012 
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	Three sealed bids were received in response to the Invitation for Bid: Abbott Nutrition (our current contractor), Mead Johnson and Company, LLC, and Nestle Infant Nutrition – Gerber Products Company.  All three submitted Bids for both categories (Milk-based infant formula and Soy-based infant formula). The Bids were read aloud, including all pricing, at a Public Bid Opening held at DES at 2:00 p.m. on May 15, 2012.  The Public Bid opening and the reading aloud of the Bid prices was a Federal requirement, (Section 17(h)(42 U.S.C. 1786 (h)(9), as amended, CNA paragraph (A)(iii)), approved by DES legal review and the Assistant Attorney General, per WAC 200-300-100. After the public Bid opening, Bids again became subject to the provisions of RCW 43.19.1911(8). All three Bidders had a representative present at the Bid Opening.  (see embedded Bid Summary Sheet)


	BID EVALUATION:

Responsiveness:
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	All three Bidders were found to be responsive to the Solicitation. (see embedded checklist). After initial review of the responsiveness criteria, and the determination of apparent Low Bidders (Abbott Nutrition for Milk-based formula and Mead Johnson for Soy-based formula) it was noted that one Bidder, Nestle/Gerber, had not submitted their Bid responses on the revised Bid Price Sheets that were issued with Amendment #3 on April 27, 2012. Because no specific instructions were issued with Amendment #3, and because Nestle/Gerber had in fact acknowledged receipt of the Amendment, they were found to be responsive as per the contract language, and their Bid was not rejected for non-responsiveness. 
To ensure an “apples to apples” comparison, we inserted Nestle/Gerber’s Bid pricing into the revised Bid Price Sheets which revealed the Nestle/Gerber Bids remained significantly higher than Abbott Nutrition and Mead Johnson for both categories (Milk-based and Soy-based) of  formula, thereby confirming that there was no impact to the final outcome; Abbott Nutrition remained our apparent Low Bidder on the Milk-based category of infant formula and Mead Johnson remained our apparent Low Bidder on the Soy-based category of infant formula.

	BID EVALUATION:
Responsibility:
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	The low Bidder in each category of Infant Formula was evaluated based on past performance and capacity to perform the contract. Both low Bidders have been  industry-leaders in the manufacture and distribution of infant formula for many  years and are proven, key players in the global market. Mead Johnson has a proven twelve year track record with Washington State Infant Formula contracts and Abbott Nutrition has held our current contract for the past six years. A primary criteria used in establishing Bidder Responsibility was receipt of a signed Contractor Registration and Certification with the Secretary of Health and Human Services under the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, certifying that its’ infant formulas satisfy all FDA requirements, are in compliance with the Infant Formula Act of 1980 (and all amendments), including all federal regulations issued pursuant to the Act. Both low Bidders provided signed proof of the above. Members of the Sourcing Team were asked if they had any issues or knowledge that we should consider in our decision to award to the low Bidders (Abbott Nutrition and Mead Johnson) No objections were noted. I verified that neither of the low Bidders were named on the federal Excluded Parties List (Debarred Contractors) through the federal website.www.epls.gov . Bidders also provided a signed “Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion for Lower Tier Covered Transactions” as required by the United States Department of Agriculture. 

	AWARD:

Award Criteria:
	Per Part I, Section 7.7 of the #05411 Solicitation documents: “Award of the Contract shall be made to the Responsive, Responsible Bidder, per category, offering the lowest total monthly net price for a standardized number of units of infant formula.”  as specified on the Primary Milk-Based Infant Formula Bid Sheet (Appendix C-1) and to the Responsive and Responsible Bidder offering the lowest Total Monthly Net Price as specified on the Primary Soy-Based Infant Formula Bid Sheet (Appendix C-2). The award(s) are to be made on an “All-or-none” basis, within each category.  The State did reserve the right to award the contract either to a single supplier for both milk and soy, or one supplier for milk-based formula and one supplier for soy-based formula.

Appendices C-1 and C-2 (Bid Price Sheets) totals are based on Federal regulations and reflect the maximum number of ounces participating infants may receive each month. Projected usage was calculated for each participating entity based on historical usage data compiled from actual sales. Each entity provided their usage information, which was then inserted into the Bid Price Sheets. The Bid Sheets were electronic and the formulas used were provided in Appendix C-3. The formulas and usage amounts were protected and the final Total Monthly Net Price was an automatic calculation based on the Bidders’ wholesale price per unit, and the rebate amount being offered per unit. 
The Bid calculations were checked for accuracy and one Bidder inquiry was made (Mead Johnson) regarding verification of correct pricing on Bid Submittal for Soy-based formula. Written verification was received. (See embedded document)
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	RESULTS:
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	While a significant pricing variance does appear to exist between the individual vendors, as well as their categories of product, historical data proves that these variances do represent a typical outcome for the infant formula industry. 

The enclosed bid tabulation form (see embedded file) indicates that Abbott Nutrition is offering the lowest monthly net price for all physical forms of Milk-based Infant Formula while Mead Johnson is offering the lowest monthly net price for all physical forms of Soy-based Infant Formula.

Abbott’s rebate discounts off of the Manufacturer’s List Price for Milk-based formula are 97.356% on liquid concentrate (representing a 5.0379% savings compared to our current contract), 95.224% on powdered formula (representing a 5.3879% savings compared to our current contract), and 25% on ready-to-feed liquid (representing a 27% rebate decrease compared to our current contract). Based on projected usage, the total net price per month for Milk-based formula from Abbott Nutrition is $1,231,781.04.

Mead Johnson’s rebate discounts off of the Manufacturer’s List Price for Soy-based formula are 90.2000% on liquid concentrate (representing a 3.3049% savings compared to our current contract), 95% on powdered formula (a 5.624% savings compared to our current contract), and 87% in ready-to-feed liquid       (which reflects a 34.7191% savings compared to our current contract). Based on projected usage, the total net price per month for Soy-based formula from Mead Johnson is $206,327.25. Usage for soy-based formula has decreased over the past few years with the development of the “sensitive” milk-based formulas.
	 

	COST COMPARISON:
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	As indicated above, compared with our existing Contract #06406, the new rebate discounts are greater, resulting in lower overall cost for all physical forms, in both categories, with the exception of the milk-based ready to feed formula. However, overall usage for the ready to feed physical form of infant formula is the lowest of the three physical forms bid. Ready to feed is primarily used during times of emergency when clean water supply has been determined to be at risk (tsunami, flooding, earthquake, etc.) 

Embedded is a spreadsheet showing the comparisons, by physical form and category, between our 2006 Bid Results (current contract), our 2012 Bid Results, Texas, Minnesota, Iowa & Choctaw Nation Alliance 4/2012 Bid Results and California’s 12/2011 Bid Results. Our current low Bids appear to be in line, based on usage, with recent Bids received across the nation.
Formula Type by Physical Form
Change in % Rebate per Unit- Contract #05411
Milk Based
Liquid Concentrate
5.04%
Powder
5.39%
Ready to Use
(27.28)%
Soy Based
Liquid Concentrate
(3.30)%
Powder
  5.62%
Ready to Use
34.72%
The following table indicates the changes in percentage of rebate for our 2012 Solicitation #05411 in relation to our current contract, bid in 2006 (Solicitation #06406). The powdered form of infant formula is the most commonly used physical form in both the Milk-based infant formula and the Soy-based infant formula. We received a 5.39% higher rebate for the Milk-based product and a 5.62% higher rebate for the Soy-based product. This resulted in a savings of $1.12 per unit for the Milk-based formula, even though the Manufacturer’s list price has increased by $1.60 per unit since 2006. Cost for the Soy-based formula has increased by $0.12 per unit, even though the Manufacturer’s List Price has increased by $2.22 per unit since 2006.  


	MANAGEMENT FEE:
	There is no Management fee, Participating Addendum fee, or WSCA fee assessed to users of this contract. WSCA provides Washington State with a budget for managing the contract on their behalf.



	AWARD RECOMMENDATION:
<Embed resulting contract>
	It is the considered opinion of this Contract Specialist that it is in the best interest of not only the State of Washington, but the Western States Contracting Alliance, to award this contract to the lowest, responsive, responsible Bidder, by category, per the following:
1.) Abbott Nutrition/Abbott Laboratories – Milk-based Infant Formula

2.) Mead Johnson and Company, LLC – Soy-based Infant Formula
Authorization is respectfully requested to immediately move forward with the issuance of Letters of Intent to Award to the above-named Bidders.

	Award Activities

	Implementation Plan
	

	WEBS
	 Notify bidders of the award via WEBS
 Once contract award has been finalized, archive bid in WEBS

	Communication
	 Send rejection letter to those bidders to disqualified bidders

 Send apparent successful bidder announcement letter <if applicable> 

 Send Award Announcement letters to all bidders <if applicable> 

 Email UM a brief award announcement for Bi-Weekly Broadcast
 Provided Debriefing to: _<List Bidders> _____________________________________


	Contract
	 Model Contract updated to reflect Bid Amendment language 

	PCMS 
	 Populate PCMS Info Tab 

 Complete PCMS Expanded Description Tab

 Add Web remark in the PCMS Remarks Tab announcing the award of the contract

 Add at least 5-FAQ remarks in the PCMS Remarks Tab 

 Complete PCMS Internet Tab to include relevant search terms 

 Complete PCMS Commodities Tab 

 Complete PCMS Vendors Tab 

 Complete PCMS Customer Tab 

 Complete PCMS Fees Tab 

 Complete PCMS WBE/MBE Percents
 Include relevant search terms in the PCMS Internet Tab
    (Tip: For best results, ask your contractor(s) to provide search terms)

	Post Contract to DES Website
Link to: Current Contract Portal Training
	Copy the following files into the G:\Shared Info\INTERNET folder:

 Copy Contract file (#####c.doc or pdf) 

 Copy the price sheet (#####p.doc or xls or pdf) 

 Copy the specification (#####s.doc or xls, or pdf) if applicable 

 Copy the bid tab (#####t.doc or xls or pdf) 

 Copy the bid document (#####b.doc or xls, or pdf ) 
 Copy the bid Amendment (#####a.doc or pdf ) 
 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document (#####f.doc or xls or pdf) 

 Copy the award memo to file & checklist document (#####m. doc or xls or pdf) 




G:\OSP Desk Manual\05 - Procurement Basics\5-4 GA Model IFB-Contract\Award Memo to File & Checklist\Award Memo to File & Checklist-c.doc
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				Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA)

				Displays Formulas in Bid Sheet - Do Not Use or Return, Page 1 of 2



				CARRY ALL FIGURES TO FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES



						Instructions:		Enter manufacturer's name, product name, UPC code, powdered unit size, powdered reconstituted ounce per unit, lowest wholesale full truckload price per unit and rebate bid per unit in the chart below.  For liquid concentrate and RTF, fill out the row that corresponds to the unit size of the infant formula the bidder is submitting a bid.



								Data entry fields are in bold in yellow sections. Use the tab or arrow keys to move between fields.  Fill in only one unit size for each physical form.

								Calculations will be performed automatically within the spreadsheet in Page 2.





						Manufacturer:

						
Physical Form		
Product Name Being Bid		
UPC Code		
Unit Size (in Ounces)		
Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit		
Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price		
Rebate Bid Per Unit		
Net Cost 
Per Unit		
Percent Rebate

						Powdered						0.0		0.0		0.000		0.000		$0.000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Liquid Concentrate						13.0		26.0		0.000		0.000		$0.000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Liquid Concentrate*						12.1		24.2		0.000		0.000		$0.000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Ready-to-Feed						32.0		32.0		0.000		0.000		$0.000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Ready-to-Feed*						33.8		33.8		0.000		0.000		$0.000		ERROR:#DIV/0!



						*Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6, dated June 1, 2011
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Page 2

				Displays Formulas in Bid Sheet - Do Not Use or Return, Page 2 of 2



				ALL FIGURES TO AT LEAST FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES



										All bolded cells will automatically populate from bidder's data entered into Page 1





				Physical Form,                    Product Brand Name,               and Unit Size		Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit
		Infant Age categories
		Number of Reconstituted Ounces Issued per Month (based on Max)**				Estimated Average # Infants by Form Based on 6 Months Average*				
Total Monthly Reconstituted Ounces to Bid
		Total Monthly Units
		Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price		Rebate Bid Per Unit
		Net Cost Per Unit

		Net Cost Total





		Type:		Liquid Concentrate						FF		PBF		FF		PBF

		Name:		0		26		0-3 months		806		364		1		1		3,432		132		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Ounces:		13				4-5 months		884		442		1		1

								6-11 months		624		312		1		1

		Type:		Liquid Concentrate						FF		PBF		FF		PBF

		Name:		0		24.2		0-3 months		822.8		387.2		1		1		3,509		145		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Ounces:		12.1**				4-5 months		895.4		459.8		1		1

								6-11 months		629.2		314.6		1		1



		Type:		Powdered		0		0-3 months		870		435		1		1		3,867		ERROR:#DIV/0!		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

		Name:		0				4-5 months		960		522		1		1

		Ounces:		0.0				6-11 months		696		384		1		1



		Type:		Ready-to-Feed		32		0-3 months		832		384		1		1		3,520		110		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Name:		0				4-5 months		896		448		1		1

		Ounces:		32				6-11 months		640		320		1		1

		Type:		Ready-to-Feed		33.8		0-3 months		811.2		371.8		1		1		3,549		105		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Name:		0				4-5 months		912.6		473.2		1		1

		Ounces:		33.8**				6-11 months		642.2		338		1		1

																										Total Net		ERROR:#DIV/0!

				FF=Fully Formula Fed and PBF=Partially Breastfed																						Cost Per Month

				**Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6, dated June 1, 2011
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 APPENDIX J 
 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 West Virginia – Special Provisions   
 


  


1) The WV-96 form (see link below) needs to be signed and returned by the successful Bidder to 
Roberta Wagner, Purchasing Division for the State of West Virginia via e-mail to 
Roberta.A.Wagner@wv.gov. (see link #1 below) 


 


http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/vrc/wv96.pdf 


 


2) Include a signed HIPAA Business Associate Addendum (see link  below) 
 


 HIPAA BUSINESS ASSOCIATE ADDENDUM: The West Virginia State Government HIPAA Business 


Associate Addendum (BAA), approved by the Attorney General, is available online at 


http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/vrc/hipaa.html  and is hereby made part of the agreement 


provided that the Agency meets the definition of a Covered entity (45 CFR §160.103) and will be 


disclosing Protected Health Information (45 CFR §160.103) to the Vendor.  


3) Include a signed Confidentiality Clause(see link  below)  
 


CONFIDENTIALITY: The Vendor agrees that it will not disclose to anyone, directly or indirectly, any 


such personally identifiable information or other confidential information gained from the Agency, 


unless the individual who is the subject of the information consents to the disclosure in writing or 


the disclosure is made pursuant to the Agency’s policies, procedures, and rules. Vendor further 


agrees to comply with the Confidentiality Policies and Information Security Accountability 


Requirements, set forth in http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/privacy/default.html 



mailto:Roberta.A.Wagner@wv.gov

http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/vrc/wv96.pdf

http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/vrc/hipaa.html

http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/privacy/default.html
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IFB Solicitation Amendment No. 2 
 


 
IFB Reference No.: 05411 


Title: Infant Formula Rebate 


Amendment Number: 2 


Date issued: April 23, 2012 


 


 


The above referenced Solicitation is amended as follows: 


 
 


 Background:   


 


Written Bidders’ questions have been submitted in lieu of a Pre-Bid 


Conference for this Solicitation. Additional time is needed for Washington 


State to adequately address all questions and concerns.    
 


      Purpose of Amendment:   


1.) To notify potential Bidders that Amendment #3, which will contain 


answers and clarifications in response to the Bidders’ written questions, 


will be posted by close of business on Friday, April 27, 2012.  


 2.) The Bid due date for this Solicitation will be extended to Tuesday, May 


15, 2012.      


 
 


 Amendment must be submitted with Bid response.  All other Terms, Conditions, 


and Specifications remain unchanged. 


  


                          Bid opening date and time are as follows: 


                         May 15, 2012 at 2:00 p.m., Pacific Standard Time 


 


Signed Kevyn L. Davidson, Procurement 


Coordinator 


 
 


 Date Signed 
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State of Washington Solicitation No. 05411 


Infant Formula Rebate - WSCA/WIC

Amendment No. 1 



[image: image1.jpg]STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ENTERPRISE SERVICES

1500 Jefferson Street SE, Olympia, WA 98501




 

IFB Solicitation Amendment No. 5

		IFB Reference No.:

		05411



		Title:

		Infant Formula Rebate



		Amendment Number:

		5



		Date issued:

		May 8, 2012





The above referenced solicitation is amended as follows:


		Bid Opening Location:

		Location has been changed from the first floor of the Jefferson Bldg at 1500 Jefferson Street, Olympia, WA  to the second floor, Room #2202.



		Bid Receipt:

		Please ensure that IFBs that are hand delivered are correctly received and time stamped prior to May 15, 2012 – 2:00 pm. All IFBs must be clearly marked on the outside with the RFP #, Time of Bid Opening and the Procurement Coordinator’s Name. For USPS, UPS or Fed Ex delivered bids, it is recommended that you utilize PO Box 41017 instead of the street address.



		

		Amendment does not need to be submitted with Bid response.  All other Terms, Conditions, and Specifications remain unchanged.



		

		



		                          Bid opening date and time remain unchanged as follows:

                         May 15, 2012 2:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time





		Signed Kevyn L. Davidson, Procurement Coordinator

		

		Date Signed
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_1400495537.doc
		Checklist for Infant Formula Rebate Solicitation



		State Agency:  

Date of FNS HQ Review: 

Term:  

		Yes

		No



		I.  General Requirements



		1.*  Solicits (single or separate solicitations) sealed bids from infant formula manufacturers to supply & provide a rebate on all infant formulas it produces that the State agency chooses to issue, except exempt infant formulas.  (§246.16a(c)(1)(i))

		

		



		2.*  If single solicitation, did State agency serve a monthly average of less than 100,000 infants during preceding 12-month period. 


If no, requesting separate bids for milk- and soy-based infant formulas?                     ( §246.16a(c)(1)(ii))

		

		



		3.*  Is solicitation for a State alliance?


If “yes”, the size of alliance is no more than 100,000 infants as of October 1, 2003, unless (check which applies):


___ Alliance existed prior to July 1, 2004 and has not added additional State agencies, 


___ Alliance expanded to include an ITO, or

___ Alliance expanded to include a State agency(ies) that serves less than 5,000. (§246.16a(c)(2))

		

		



		4.* The identity of the composition (all State agencies) of the State alliance is identified in the solicitation. (Section 17(h) (42 U.S.C. 1786 (h)(9), as amended, CNA paragraph (B)(i)(I))

		

		



		5.* The bid solicitation verifies that no additional States shall be added to the State alliance between the date of the bid solicitation and the end of the contract.  (Section 17(h) (42 U.S.C. 1786 (h(9), as amended, CNA paragraph (B)(i)(II))

		

		



		6.* Procurement is conducted in a manner that maximizes full & open competition, i.e., does not contain provisions that prevent a manufacturer from competing for contract. (§246.16a(c))

		

		



		7. Indicates anticipated date and time for the following (check all that apply):


          Issuance of Solicitation

          Due Date for Bidder’s Questions

          Bidders’ Conference (optional)


          Due Date for Bids 

          Bid Opening (see I, 8. below)*

          Contract Award Notification

		

		



		 8.* A minimum of 30 days is provided between the publication of the solicitation and the date on which the bids are due. (Section 17(h) (42 U.S.C. 786 (h), as amended, CNA paragraph (9)(A)(iv))

· If time allows, suggest allowing at least 8 weeks from the time of issuance to the date bids are due.

		

		



		9.* The bids are open and read aloud at a public proceeding on the day on which the bids are due.  (Section 17(h) (42 U.S.C. 1786 (h)(9), as amended, CNA paragraph (A)(iii))

		

		



		10.  All time references indicate time zone.

		

		





		

		Yes

		No



		11.*  Provides bidders infant participation data excluding only those infants that are exclusively breastfed & those issued exempt infant formula (as defined in §246.2).  (§246.16a(c)(4)(i)&(5))


· Suggest providing separately exclusively breastfed and exempt infant formula participation data.

		

		



		12.  Provides bidders with current number of units of all infant formula (contract & non-contract) the State agency issues monthly (excluding exempt), broken down into physical forms (liquid concentrate, powdered, & ready-to-feed).  (§246.16a(c)(5))

· Strongly recommend listing units by type (milk and soy-based, etc.).

		

		



		13.* Informs bidders that participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.  (§246.16a(c)(5))

		

		



		14. * Informs bidders that the Primary Contract Infant Formula will be the formula of first choice for issuance to infants with all other infant formulas issued as an alternative to the primary contract infant formula.  ( §246.16a(c)(7) & 246.10(e)(1)(iii))

		

		



		15.   Informs bidders that except for the issuance of the Primary Contract Infant Formula as formula of first choice, the State agency provides no guarantee of the quantity, type, or physical forms that will be used under a new contract.

		

		



		16.* Informs bidders that the State agency will issue infant formula in accordance with §246.10(e)(1) through (e)(3) and (e)(9), of the WIC Program regulations.  In addition, the State agency will, if necessary to provide the full nutritional benefit (FNB), use the methodology outlined in §246.10(h) in the WIC Program regulations when issuing infant formula.  

		

		



		17.  Includes copies of recent rebate invoices (at least 3 months).

		

		



		II.  Contract Provisions



		1.  Indicates which State boilerplate provisions apply and which ones do not apply to the infant formula rebate solicitation and contract.

		

		



		2.  To ensure proper understanding of requirements, correct terms are used throughout the solicitation and contract for the following:  infant formula, exempt infant formula, contract brand infant formula, non-contract brand infant formula, & primary contract brand infant formula. (§246.2)

		

		



		3.* Clearly states total length of contract and length and number of any extension periods, e.g., 24 months with option to extend for one 12-month period.  (Policy memo 94-6)

		

		





		

		Yes

		No



		4. Extension provisions are at the State agency’s option.  

· If mutual agreement is allowed, ensure adequate time is given for State agency to rebid in case the manufacturer declines the option to extend.  FNS suggest a 12-month notification period.

		

		



		5.*  Clearly states terms are not to be negotiated with respect to the following:


(a) length or number of extension periods, and (b) rebate amounts that will apply to the contract and any extension period(s), or the method by which the rebates will be calculated. (Policy Memo 94-6)

		

		



		6. Includes specific conditions for contract termination. Termination for convenience clause is strongly discouraged by FNS (at least for the manufacturer). If manufacturer has the right to terminate, notification timeframe allows adequate time for State agency to rebid if necessary. 


FNS suggest a 12-month notification period. 

		

		



		7.* Contains language required in WIC Policy Memorandum:  Clarification on Use of the WIC Acronym and Logo (dtd.12/31/2008).   (FNS Instruction 800-2, dtd 6/21/92 & GAO 06-282, Feb. 2006) (Policy Memo 2009-1))

		

		



		8.*  Single Solicitation:  Requires the winning bidder to supply & provide a rebate on all physical forms of infant formulas (including any new infant formulas) it produces that the State agency chooses to issue, except exempt 

infant formula.

Separate Solicitations:  Requires the winning bidder to supply & provide a rebate on all physical forms of milk- or soy-based infant formulas (including any new infant formulas) it produces that the State agency chooses to issue, except exempt infant formula.  (§246.16a(c)(1)(i))

		

		



		9.* Allows for the purchase of non-contract brands of infant formula with medical documentation.  (§246.10(d)(1)(i)) & (§246.16a(c)(8))


· If no, does the State agency only issue contract & exempt infant formula?

		

		



		10.  Requires manufacturer to provide State agency with advance notification of any changes in label, unit size, and reformulation of infant formula.

		

		



		11.  Contains language addressing contract brand infant formula shortages.  Suggest the State agency first issue the same contract brand of infant formula in a different physical form (liquid concentrate v. powder), prior to issuing a non-contract brand infant formula.

		

		



		12.* Contains no requirements for manufacturer to provide gratis items, such as sample units of infant formula, and/or educational material, such as brochures and flyers. (§246.16a(j)(4))

		

		





		

		Yes

		No



		 13.*  Rebate calculations for all other contract infant formula (including new infant formula):  The rebate to be paid on all contract infant formulas (excluding the primary contract infant formula), yields the same percentage discount as the corresponding physical form of the primary contract infant formula for which bids were solicited.  That is, the discount established at the beginning of the contract (by physical form), is used to calculate the rebate for infant formula (new and existing) added to the contract subsequent to the initiation of the contract.  (§246.16a(c)(6)(i – iii))

		

		



		14.  * The rebate for infant formula added to the contract after the start date (new and existing) is calculated using the wholesale price of the formula at the time the formula is approved for issuance by the State agency.  (§246.16a(c)(6))

		

		



		15.  Requires the winning bidder that discontinues production of the primary contract infant formula to provide a rebate that yields the same net cost per ounce for the replacement formula.  (GAO Report 06-380, April 2006)

		

		



		16. Includes provision for advance rebate payment?  FNS recommends no advancement provisions due to CNA requirement for State agencies (as of October 1, 2011—FY 2012) to report rebate payments received from the manufacturer in the month in which the payments are received rather than in the month billed. (Section 17(h(8)) (42 U.S.C. 1786 (h(8), as amended, CNA paragraph (K))

		

		



		17.* Includes rebate adjustments for wholesale price increases and price decreases subsequent to the bid opening.  (§246.16a(c)(6)(iv))

		

		



		18.*  Rebate billing language requires the following:


· Manufacturer is to pay invoice within a stipulated timeframe.


· Manufacturer is not allowed to withhold any rebate payments under any circumstances.


· Manufacturer is to notify State agency of any dispute or error in rebate invoice within a stipulated timeframe.  

· Adequate time is given to manufacturer to notify State agency of dispute or error.

· All rebate disputes must be settled by closeout of the fiscal year in which dispute occurred.  (Policy Memo 96-6)

		

		



		19.*  State agency has a system to ensure that infant formula rebate invoices provide a reasonable estimate or an actual count of the number of units sold to participants.  Language in RFR reflects such billing system. (§246.16a(k))

		

		



		20.  Supporting Data—State agency provides, on a monthly basis, information that supports rebate invoice.  FNS suggest the following information be provided:  food instrument number, pseudo vendor identification number, food package identification, product name, number of units authorized to purchase, effective date of food instrument, redemption date of food instrument, and redeemed amount.

		

		





		

		Yes

		No



		21.*  Confidentiality:


(a) Participant – Clearly states manufacturer may not have access to any records identifying participants by name and/or address.  (§246.26(d))

(b) Vendor – Clearly states manufacturer may not have access to any information about a vendor that individually identifies the vendor, except for vendor’s name, address, website, email address, store type and authorization status.  (§246.26(e))

		

		



		III.   Overall Evaluation Criteria



		1.*  Contract(s) will be awarded to the responsive and responsible bidder(s) offering the lowest total monthly net price  for a standardized number of units of infant formula, or the highest monthly rebate (subject to 246.16a(c)(4)(ii)). (§246.16a(c)(4))

		

		



		2.   Includes a clear and comprehensive explanation of how the State will determine the winning bid(s).

		

		



		IV.  Technical Evaluation



		1.*  All technical requirements are evaluated objectively using yes/no, or pass/ fail criteria.  (§246.16a(c) & (c)(4))

		

		



		2.*  Requires bidder to certify it is registered with the Secretary of Health and Human Services under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), and that its products are in compliance with Federal regulations issued pursuant to the Act.(§246.10(g))

		

		



		3.   Requires bidders to submit their nationally published wholesale price list effective on the day of bid opening for each type and form of infant formula in its product line.

		

		



		4.* Single Solicitation:  Requires any bidder that does not produce a soy-based infant formula to subcontract with another manufacturer to supply such formula.  (§246.16a(c)(1)(i))

		

		





		V.  Cost Evaluation/Bid Sheet



		

		Yes

		No



		1.* List the standardized number of units of infant formula by physical form to be bid upon (liquid concentrate, powdered, & RTF).  This number must be equivalent to the total number of reconstituted ounces, by physical form, needed to give the maximum monthly allowance of infant formula to infants by infant food package (see 246.10(e)(9) Table 1).(§246.16a(c)(4) & (c)(4)(i))

		

		



		2.* The number of infants used in the evaluation (excluding those exclusively breastfed and issued exempt infant formula) is based on the average monthly number of infants using each physical form of infant formula. (§246.16a(c)(4)(i))

		

		



		3.* Participation & infant formula usage data is based on at least 6 months of the most recent data available.  (§246.16a(c)(4) & (c)(4)(i))

		

		



		4.  Solicitation requires bids be submitted with at least 3 decimals.

		

		



		5.* Solicits & evaluates rebates for all physical forms (concentrated liquid, powder, and RTF), of a milk-based & soy-based infant formula that meets the requirements under §246.10(e)(1)(iii) & (2)(iii), and is suitable for the routine issuance to the majority of generally healthy, full term infants.  (§246.16a(c)(3)(i))

		

		



		6.* Evaluation is based on lowest total monthly net wholesale cost of infant formula or highest rebate, as described above, for a standardized number of units of infant formula (§246.16a(c)(4))

		

		



		7.* Lowest net price is based on the manufacturers’ lowest national wholesale price per unit for a full truckload on the date of bid opening.  (§246.16a(c)(4))

		

		



		8.  Bid Sheet – If electronic bid sheet is used, strongly suggest formulas are password protected.

		

		



		VI.  Other Comments





*Federal Requirement 


Non-asterisk items are only suggestions.


Checklist as of May 2011

PAGE  
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_1400502004/Bid Amount Verification - Mead Johnson Soy.TIF
Davidson, Kevyn (DES)

From: Milligan, Michael [JMichael. Milligan@mijn.com]

Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2012 6:30 AM

To: Davidson, Kevyn (DES)

Cc: Shouse, Chris; Decker, Kathy

Subject: RE: Infant Formula Rebate Solicitation #05411 - WSCA/Washington State - Verification of Bid
Dear Kevyn:

This is verification that our bid submission is correct.
Best Regards.

Mike

From: Davidson, Kevyn (DES) [mailto: kevyn.davidson@des.wa.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2012 3:24 PM

To: Milligan, Michael

Cc: Jones, Cheral A. (DES)

Subject: Infant Formula Rebate Solicitation #05411 - WSCA/Washington State - Verification of Bid

Good Afternoon Mr. Milligan,

We are in receipt of your signed Bids for both Milk-Based and Soy-Based Infant Formula for the above referenced
Solicitation. As part of our verification process, | want to confirm that your submittal for Soy-Based Infant Formula is
your true and correct Bid submittal offer.

You submitted o Total Net Cost Per Month of $206,327.25 for the combined physical forms of formulas in the Soy-Based
category.

At your very earliest convenience, please verify that your Bid submittal is correct. | have attached a scanned copy for your
review. | thank you in advance and look forward to your reply.

Respectfully,

Kevyn L. Davidson, CPPB

Contracts Specialist/Procurement Coordinator for Solicitation #05411

Washington State Department of Enterprise

Services, Office of State Procurement

Phone 360.407.9413 Fax 360.586.2426
kevyn.davidson@des.wa.gov

Visit our website at http://des.wa.qov/services/purchasing-contracts

This message (including any attachments) may contain confidential, proprietary, privileged and/or private information. The information is intended to be for the use
of the individual or entity designated above. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender immediately, and delete the message

and any attachments. Any disclosure, reproduction, distribution or other use of this message or any attachments by an individual or entity other than the intended
recipient is prohibited.
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Sheet1

		

		MILK BASED						ABBOTT NUTRITION														MEAD JOHNSON														NESTLE GERBER

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Reconstituted Ounces				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate

		Liquid Concentrate (12.1 oz)		24.2																																278,647		$   4.1600		$   3.6421		$   0.5179		$   144,311.2813		87.5505%

		Liquid Concentrate (13 oz)		26.0				255,522		$   4.1600		$   4.0500		$   0.1100		$   28,107.4200		97.3558%				255,522		$   4.1600		$   3.9520		$   0.2080		$   53,148.5760		95.0000%

		Powdered (12.4 oz)		90.0				1,410,397		$   13.1900		$   12.5600		$   0.6300		$   888,550.1100		95.2237%

		Powdered (12.5 oz)																				1,410,397		$   13.3600		$   12.0507		$   1.3093		$   1,846,632.7921		90.1999%

		Powdered (12.7 oz)																																		1,343,918		$   13.1900		$   11.3315		$   1.8585		$   2,497,671.6030		85.9098%

		Ready to Feed (32 oz)		32.0				75,842		$   5.54		$   1.3850		$   4.1550		$   315,123.5100		25.0000%				75,842		$   5.9500		$   5.1765		$   0.7735		$   58,663.7870		87.0000%

		Ready to Feed (33.8 oz)		33.8																																71,895		$   5.7700		$   2.0195		$   3.7505		$   269,642.1975		35.0000%

		Total Net Price														$   1,231,781.0400						Total Net Price								$   1,958,445.1551						Total Net Price								$   2,911,625.0818

		SOY BASED						ABBOTT NUTRITION														MEAD JOHNSON														NESTLE GERBER

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Reconstituted Ounces				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate

		Liquid Concentrate (12.1 oz)		24.2																																45,948		$   4.1600		$   1.6245		$   2.5355		$   116,501.1540		39.0505%

		Liquid Concentrate (13 oz)		26.0				42,189		$   4.3000		$   0.0100		$   4.2900		$   180,990.8100		0.2326%				42,189		$   4.1000		$   3.8950		$   0.2050		$   8,648.7450		95.0000%

		Powdered (12.4 oz)		90.0				134,431		$   13.5900		$   0.0100		$   13.5800		$   1,825,572.9800		0.0736%

		Powdered (12.9 oz)		92.0																		131,508		$   14.7200		$   13.2774		$   1.4426		$   189,713.4408		90.1997%				132,953		$   13.5900		$   5.2172		$   8.3728		$   1,113,188.8784		38.3900%

		Ready to Feed (32 oz)		32.0				10,144		$   5.7600		$   0.0100		$   5.7500		$   58,328.0000		0.1736%				10,144		$   6.0400		$   5.2548		$   0.7852		$   7,965.0688		87.0000%

		Ready to Feed (33.8 oz)		33.8																																9,647		$   5.9000		$   1.8172		$   4.0828		$   39,386.7716		30.8000%

		Total Net Price														$   2,064,891.7900						Total Net Price								$   206,327.2546						Total Net Price								$   1,269,076.8040



&CWSCA Infant Formula Rebate 
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_1400490768.xls
COST EVALUATION

		Cost Comparison - 2006 Contract #06406, 2012 Washington Bid Results - Solicitation #05411, 2012 TMIC Bid Results & 2011 California Bid Results - WSCA Infant Formula Rebate																																		Cost Comparison - 2006 Contract #06406, 2012 Washington Bid Results - Solicitation #05411, 2012 TMIC Bid Results & 2011 California Bid Results - WSCA Infant Formula Rebate

																																		5/18/12 KLD																																5/18/12 KLD

		**Reference Apendix C-1, Primary MILK-BASED INFANT FORMULA BID PRICE SHEET

		(Note: Information in Columns A-E are for 2006 Award Only. Physical Form is consistent within reports.)												Abbott Labs  - WA State WSCA Bid Award 2006												Abbott Nutrition -  WA State WSCA  Bid Results 5/2012**																				Abbott Nutrition - TMIC Alliance Bid Results 4/2012												Mead Johnson - California Bid Results 12/2011

		A		B		C		D		E				F		G		H		I		J				F		G		H		I		J		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J				F		G		H		I		J

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Maximum Issuance per Infant in Ounces		Average Monthly Infant Participation		Total Ounces for Bid Evaluation		Standardized Number of Units				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount		Unit Size and Physical Form		Maximum Issuance per Infant in Ounces		Average Monthly Infant Participation		Total Ounces for Bid Evaluation		Standardized Number of Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount

		13 ounce liquid concentrate		403		16,623		6,699,069		515,313				$   3.7100		$   3.4250		$   0.2850		$   146,864.2050		92.3181%				$   4.1600		$4.0500		$0.1100		$28,107.4200		97.356%		13 ounce liquid concentrate		403		16,623		6,699,069		515,313		$   4.1600		$4.0500		$0.1100		$41,575.8200		97.356%				$   4.1600		$3.8850		$0.2750		$33,859.1000		93.389%

		The bidder will select the unit size that corresponds to its  powdered formula

		14.3 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,360,917																										14.3 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,360,917

		12.9 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,508,614				$   11.5900		$   10.4120		$   1.1780		$   11,777,147.2920		89.8361%				$13.1900		$12.5600		$0.0630		$888,550.1100		95.224%		12.9 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,508,614		$13.1900		$12.7630		$0.4270		$738,157.4620		96.763%				$13.3600		$12.1980		$1.1620		$2,001,496.1960		91.302%

		12 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,621,760																										12 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,621,760

		32 ounce RTU		806		1,075		866,450		27,077				$   5.2600		$   2.7500		$   2.5100		$   67,963.2700		52.2814%				$5.54		$1.38		$4.15		$315,123.5100		25.000%		32 ounce RTU		806		1,075		866,450		27,077		$5.54		$2.50		$3.04		$322,841.9200		45.126%		5.540%		$5.95		$1.785		$4.17		$458.1500		30.000%

		Total Net Price Per Month:																		$214,822.48						Total Net Price Per Month:						$   1,231,781.0400														Total Net Price Per Month:						$1,102,575.20						Total Net Price Per Month:						$   2,035,813.4460

		***Reference Apendix C-2, Primary Soy-BASED INFANT FORMULA BID PRICE SHEET

										BIDDERS:				Abbott Labs  - WA State WSCA Bid Award 2006												Mead Johnson -  WA State WSCA  Bid Results 5/2012***																				Gerber (Nestle) - TMIC Alliance Bid Results 4/2012												Mead Johnson - California Bid Results 12/2011

		A		B		C		D		E				F		G		H		I		J				F		G		H		I		J		A		B		C		D		E		F		G		H		I		J				F		G		H		I		J

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Maximum Issuance Per Infant in Ounces		Average Monthly Infant Participation		Total Ounces For Bid Evaluation		Standardized Number of Units				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate Per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate Per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount		Unit Size and Physical Form		Maximum Issuance Per Infant in Ounces		Average Monthly Infant Participation		Total Ounces For Bid Evaluation		Standardized Number of Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate Per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate Per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount

		13 ounce liquid concentrate		403		4,015		1,618,045		124,465				$   4.0800		$   3.8150		$   0.2650		$   32,983.2250		93.5049%				$4.100		$3.895		$0.205		$8,648.75		90.200%		Liquid Concentrate		403		4,015		1,618,045		124,465		$4.160		$3.916		$0.244		$12,903.9400		94.135%				$4.100		$3.829		$0.271		$4,543.86		93.390%

		14.3 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		163,160																										14.3 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		163,160

		12.9 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		180,867				$   12.5000		$   11.1720		$   1.3280		$   240,191.3760		89.3760%				$14.720		$13.277		$1.443		$189,713.441		95.000%		12.9 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		180,867		$13.590		$12.863		$0.727		$102,163.8560		94.650%				$14.720		$13.439		$1.281		$147,573.762		91.298%

		12 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		194,432																										12 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		194,432

		32 ounce RTU		806		198		159,588		4,987				$   5.0200		$   2.6245		$   2.3955		$   11,946.3585		52.2809%				$6.04		$5.25		$0.785		$7,965.07		87.000%		32 ounce RTU		806		198		159,588		4,987		$5.90		$1.77		$4.130		$6,814.5000		30.000%				$6.04		$1.81		$4.228		$465.08		30.000%

		Total Net Price Per Month:																		285,120.96						Total Net Price Per Month:								$206,327.25												Total Net Price Per Month:								$121,882.30				Total Net Price Per Month:								$152,582.67





MJN

		ATTACHMENT 3A, Primary MILK-BASED INFANT FORMULA BID SHEET																		IFB 06406

		COST EVALUATION								BIDDERS:				MEAD JOHNSON

		A		B		C		D		E				F		G		H		I		J

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Maximum Issuance per Infant in Ounces		Average Monthly Infant Participation		Total Ounces for Bid Evaluation		Standardized Number of Units				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount

		13 ounce liquid concentrate		403		16,623		6,699,069		515,313				$   3.7200		$   3.1992		$   0.5208		$   268,375.0104		$   86.0000

		The bidder will select the unit size that corresponds to its  powdered formula

		14.3 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,360,917

		12.9 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,508,614				$   11.6100		$   8.5426		$   3.0674		$   4,627,522.5836		$   73.5797

		12 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,621,760

		32 ounce RTU		806		1,075		866,450		27,077				$   5.4700		$   1.9145		$   3.5555		$   96,272.2735		$   35.0000

		Total Net Price:																		4,992,169.87

		ATTACHMENT 3B, Primary Soy-BASED INFANT FORMULA BID SHEET

										BIDDERS:				MEAD JOHNSON

		A		B		C		D		E				F		G		H		I		J

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Maximum Issuance Per Infant in Ounces		Average Monthly Infant Participation		Total Ounces For Bid Evaluation		Standardized Number of Units				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate Per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount

		13 ounce liquid concentrate		403		4,015		1,618,045		124,465				$   3.8000		$   3.4838		$   0.3162		$   39,355.8330		91.6789

		14.3 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		163,160

		12.9 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		180,867				$   11.8400		$   9.9071		$   1.9329		$   349,597.8243		83.6748

		12 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		194,432

		32 ounce RTU		806		198		159,588		4,987				$   5.5900		$   1.9565		$   3.6335		$   18,120.2645		35.0000

		Total Net Price:																		407,073.92





ROSS

		IFB 06406

		ATTACHMENT 3A, Primary MILK-BASED INFANT FORMULA BID SHEET

		COST EVALUATION								BIDDERS:				ABBOTT LABS (ROSS PRODUCTS DIV.)

		A		B		C		D		E				F		G		H		I		J

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Maximum Issuance per Infant in Ounces		Average Monthly Infant Participation		Total Ounces for Bid Evaluation		Standardized Number of Units				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount

		13 ounce liquid concentrate		403		16,623		6,699,069		515,313				$   3.7100		$   3.4250		$   0.2850		$   146,864.2050		$   92.3181

		The bidder will select the unit size that corresponds to its  powdered formula

		14.3 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,360,917

		12.9 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,508,614				$   11.5900		$   10.4120		$   1.1780		$   1,777,147.2920		$   89.8361

		12 ounce powder		128		152,040		19,461,120		1,621,760

		32 ounce RTU		806		1,075		866,450		27,077				$   5.2600		$   2.7500		$   2.5100		$   67,963.2700		$   52.2814

		Total Net Price:																		1,991,974.77

		ATTACHMENT 3B, Primary Soy-BASED INFANT FORMULA BID SHEET

										BIDDERS:				ABBOTT LABS (ROSS PRODUCTS DIV.)

		A		B		C		D		E				F		G		H		I		J

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Maximum Issuance Per Infant in Ounces		Average Monthly Infant Participation		Total Ounces For Bid Evaluation		Standardized Number of Units				Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate Per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount

		13 ounce liquid concentrate		403		4,015		1,618,045		124,465				$   4.0800		$   3.8150		$   0.2650		$   32,983.2250		93.5049

		14.3 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		163,160

		12.9 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		180,867				$   12.5000		$   11.1720		$   1.3280		$   240,191.3760		89.3760

		12 ounce powder		128		18,228		2,333,184		194,432

		32 ounce RTU		806		198		159,588		4,987				$   5.0200		$   2.6245		$   2.3955		$   11,946.3585		52.2809

		Total Net Price:																		285,120.96





COMPARISONS

		Primary MILK-BASED INFANT FORMULA BID SHEET														CURRENT CONTRACT

								6406 ROSS PRODUCTS								09500 (with Mead Johnson)

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Standardized Number of Units				Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount				Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount				Additional Costs with Contract 06406		06406 Discount increases

		13 ounce liquid concentrate		515,313				$   0.2850		$   146,864.2050		92.3181				0.1228		$   63,280.44		96.7166				$   83,583.77		4.3985

		12.9 ounce powder		1,508,614				$   1.1780		$   1,777,147.2920		89.8361				0.4559		$   687,777.12		95.9730				$   1,089,370.17		6.1369

		32 ounce RTU		27,077				$   2.5100		$   67,963.2700		52.2814				0.2247		$   6,084.20		95.8921				$   61,879.07		43.6107

		Total Net Price:								1,991,974.77								$   757,141.76						$   1,234,833.01

		Primary Soy-BASED INFANT FORMULA BID SHEET

								6406 ROSS PRODUCTS								09500 (with Mead Johnson)

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Standardized Number of Units				Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount				Net Cost Per Unit		Net Price		Percent Discount				Additional Costs with Contract 06406		06406 Discount increases

		13 ounce liquid concentrate		124,465				$   0.2650		$   32,983.2250		93.5049				0.1205		$   14,998.033		96.7166				$   17,985.19		3.2117

		12.9 ounce powder		180,867				$   1.3280		$   240,191.3760		89.3760				0.4768		$   86,237.386		95.9730				$   153,953.99		6.5970

		32 ounce RTU		4,987				$   2.3955		$   11,946.3585		52.2809				0.2309		$   1,151.498		95.8694				$   10,794.86		43.5885

		Total Net Price:								285,120.96								$   102,386.916						$   182,734.04
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		MILK BASED						ABBOTT NUTRITION														MEAD JOHNSON														NESTLE GERBER

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Reconstituted Ounces				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate

		Liquid Concentrate (12.1 oz)		24.2																																278,647		$   4.1600		$   3.6421		$   0.5179		$   144,311.2813		87.5505%

		Liquid Concentrate (13 oz)		26.0				255,522		$   4.1600		$   4.0500		$   0.1100		$   28,107.4200		97.3558%				255,522		$   4.1600		$   3.9520		$   0.2080		$   53,148.5760		95.0000%

		Powdered (12.4 oz)		90.0				1,410,397		$   13.1900		$   12.5600		$   0.6300		$   888,550.1100		95.2237%

		Powdered (12.5 oz)																				1,410,397		$   13.3600		$   12.0507		$   1.3093		$   1,846,632.7921		90.1999%

		Powdered (12.7 oz)																																		1,343,918		$   13.1900		$   11.3315		$   1.8585		$   2,497,671.6030		85.9098%

		Ready to Feed (32 oz)		32.0				75,842		$   5.54		$   1.3850		$   4.1550		$   315,123.5100		25.0000%				75,842		$   5.9500		$   5.1765		$   0.7735		$   58,663.7870		87.0000%

		Ready to Feed (33.8 oz)		33.8																																71,895		$   5.7700		$   2.0195		$   3.7505		$   269,642.1975		35.0000%

		Total Net Price														$   1,231,781.0400						Total Net Price								$   1,958,445.1551						Total Net Price								$   2,911,625.0818

		SOY BASED						ABBOTT NUTRITION														MEAD JOHNSON														NESTLE GERBER

		Unit Size and Physical Form		Reconstituted Ounces				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate				Total Monthly Units		Wholesale Price per Unit		Rebate per Unit		Net Cost Per Unit		Total Net Cost		Percent Rebate

		Liquid Concentrate (12.1 oz)		24.2																																45,948		$   4.1600		$   1.6245		$   2.5355		$   116,501.1540		39.0505%

		Liquid Concentrate (13 oz)		26.0				42,189		$   4.3000		$   0.0100		$   4.2900		$   180,990.8100		0.2326%				42,189		$   4.1000		$   3.8950		$   0.2050		$   8,648.7450		95.0000%

		Powdered (12.4 oz)		90.0				134,431		$   13.5900		$   0.0100		$   13.5800		$   1,825,572.9800		0.0736%

		Powdered (12.9 oz)		92.0																		131,508		$   14.7200		$   13.2774		$   1.4426		$   189,713.4408		90.1997%				132,953		$   13.5900		$   5.2172		$   8.3728		$   1,113,188.8784		38.3900%

		Ready to Feed (32 oz)		32.0				10,144		$   5.7600		$   0.0100		$   5.7500		$   58,328.0000		0.1736%				10,144		$   6.0400		$   5.2548		$   0.7852		$   7,965.0688		87.0000%

		Ready to Feed (33.8 oz)		33.8																																9,647		$   5.9000		$   1.8172		$   4.0828		$   39,386.7716		30.8000%

		Total Net Price														$   2,064,891.7900						Total Net Price								$   206,327.2546						Total Net Price								$   1,269,076.8040
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State of Washington Solicitation No. 05411 


Infant Formula Rebate - WSCA/WIC

Amendment No. 1 
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IFB Solicitation Amendment No. 4

		IFB Reference No.:

		05411



		Title:

		Infant Formula Rebate



		Amendment Number:

		4



		Date issued:

		April 30, 2012





The above referenced solicitation is amended as follows:


		   

		Background:   In lieu of a Pre-Bid Conference for this Solicitation, the Purchasing Authority requested the submittal of written questions from interested Bidders. Amendment #3 addressed all but three of the questions. 

 Purpose of Amendment:  To provide written answers and clarifications in                      response to the remaining three Bidders’ questions submitted on April 4, 2012.  This amendment consists of the following:

1. Responses to the following questions:

A. 14.b – Part I, Section 7.7 – Award


B. 15.2 – Part I, Section 7.8 – Notification of Successful Bidder

C. 49 – Part II,  Section 9.3 – Termination for Cause





		

		Amendment must be submitted with Bid response.  All other Terms, Conditions, and Specifications remain unchanged.



		

		



		                          Bid opening date and time remain unchanged as follows:

                         May 15, 2012 2:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time





		Signed Kevyn L. Davidson, Procurement Coordinator

		

		Date Signed
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State of Washington Solicitation No. 05411 


Infant Formula Rebate - WSCA/WIC

Amendment No. 1 
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IFB Solicitation Amendment No. 3

		IFB Reference No.:

		05411



		Title:

		Infant Formula Rebate



		Amendment Number:

		3



		Date issued:

		April 27, 2012





The above referenced solicitation is amended as follows:


		   

		Background:   In lieu of a Pre-Bid Conference for this Solicitation, the Purchasing Authority requested the submittal of written questions from interested Bidders. 

 Purpose of Amendment:  To provide written answers and clarifications in                      response to the Bidders’ questions submitted on April 4, 2012.  This amendment consists of the following:

1. Answers provided by the Purchasing Authority for the State of Washington and the Washington State WIC Office.

2. Supplemental, information provided by the individual Participating Entities.

3. Revised Appendices C-1, C-2, and D-1.

4. Revised  Procurement  Timeline.





		

		Amendment must be submitted with Bid response.  All other Terms, Conditions, and Specifications remain unchanged.



		

		



		                          Bid opening date and time remain unchanged as follows:

                         May 15, 2012 2:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time





		Signed Kevyn L. Davidson, Procurement Coordinator

		

		Date Signed
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 APPENDIX  L 
 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 STATE OF MARYLAND SPECIAL PROVISION REGARDING BISPHENOL-A (BPA) PROHIBITION  
            


Senate Bill 151 provides: 


 “(C) except as provided in Subsection G of this section, on or after July 1, 2014: 


 (1) The state may not purchase infant formula in containers containing more than 0.5 parts 


per billion of Bisphenol-A and 


 (2) a person may not manufacture , knowingly sell, or distribute in commerce a container of 


infant formula containing more than 0.5 parts per billion of Bisphenol-A 


(G) if the Secretary certifies that the safety concerns for Bisphenol-A are resolved by 


additional research or if implementation of subsection C of this section would adversely affect 


the health or well-being of children or adults, the secretary may suspend implementation of 


subsection C of this section.” 
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 APPENDIX  M 
 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 STATE OF ARIZONA SPECIAL PROVISION REGARDING ADVANCED PAYMENT  
  


The State of Arizona has included this Special Provision for Advanced Payment. This is a 


condition they have implemented only twice in the past five years: 


 


  REQUESTS FOR ADVANCE REBATE PAYMENT 


Contractor agrees to make advance rebate payments if requested by this Participating Entity. 


The number of requests for advance payment by any one Participating Entity will be no more 
than two (2) time per year and will be made no sooner than thirty (30) calendar days prior to 
the beginning of the month for which the advance payment is requested. 


The amount of the requested advance payment will be based on the prior month’s number of 
units that qualified for a Rebate adjusted for changes in the number of infants served or other 
factors mutually agreed upon. 


A one (1) percent discount will be offered to the Contractor for advance payments. 


Any amount paid in advance that is subsequently determined by the Participating Entity to be 
in excess of the actual Rebate due will be promptly refunded to the Contractor. 
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 Appendix K 
 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 Protest Procedure  


1 


 


PROTEST PRIOR TO AWARD 


PROTEST PRIOR TO AWARD CRITERIA 


Protests prior to Award will be considered only if the protest concerns: 


1. the bid of another Bidder, 
2. the specifications or 
3. the manner in which the solicitation process has been conducted. 


INITIATING THE PROTEST PROCESS PRIOR TO AWARD 


The protesting Bidder must notify the State Procurement Coordinator in charge of the 
solicitation of his/her intent to file a protest as soon as possible after he/she becomes 
aware of the reason(s) for the protest.  The protest(s) must be received in writing by the 
State Procurement Coordinator not later than five (5) business days after the Bidder’s 
notification to the State Procurement Coordinator of the intent to protest.  


If Intent to Award is announced, any protest must be received in writing by the State 
Procurement Coordinator not later than five (5) business days after the announcement or 
as otherwise specified in the Solicitation document. 


If a protest is not received within these time frames it will be untimely and the State 
Procurement Coordinator may proceed with the award without further obligation. 


The Procurement Coordinator will consider all the facts available and issue a decision in 
writing within ten (10) business days after receipt of the protest, unless more time is 
needed. 


If additional time is necessary the State Procurement Coordinator will notify the 
protesting Bidder and, where applicable, the Bidder(s) against whom the protest is made. 


APPEAL OF PROTEST PRIOR TO AWARD DECISION 


The protesting Bidder or the Bidder against whom the protest is made has the right to 
appeal the decision of the State Procurement Coordinator to the DES Assistant  Director in 
charge of the Office of State Procurement.  


The appeal must be received by the DES Assistant Director within five (5) business days 
after notification of the State Procurement Coordinator's decision.  


The DES Assistant Director will consider all of the facts available and issue a decision in 
writing within ten (10) business days after receipt of the appeal, unless more time is 
needed. The appealing Bidder will be notified if additional time is necessary. 


Award of the contract will be postponed until after the DES Assistant Director has issued a 
decision unless an emergency exists necessitating the award of the contract as 
determined by the DES Assistant Director. 


The decision of the DES Assistant Director on the protest appeal is final.  The DES Assistant 
Director may issue further clarifications if determined necessary.  
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 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 Protest Procedure  
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1.1 PROTEST AFTER AWARD 


PROTEST AFTER AWARD CRITERIA 


Protests after Award will be considered only if the protest concerns: 


1. A matter which arises after the Award or  
2. Could not reasonably have been known or discovered prior to Award. 


INITIATING THE PROTEST PROCESS AFTER AWARD 


The protesting Bidder must notify both the State Procurement Coordinator in charge of 
the solicitation process and the Bidder that has received the Award that a protest of the 
Award is being made.  This notification must be made as soon as possible after the Notice 
of Award is issued by an immediate communication method such as telephone or e-mail.  
The protesting Bidder must provide documentation demonstrating that they have notified 
the Bidder that has received the Award of their protest. 


In addition to the above notification requirement, the written protest must be received by 
the DES Assistant Director in charge of the Office of State Procurement not later than five 
(5) business days after Notice of Award is issued by the Office of State Procurement.  


The DES Assistant Director will: 


Issue a decision on the protest within ten (10) business days after the protest was 
received, unless more time is needed. 


The protesting Bidder and the Bidder who has received the Award shall be notified of any 
delay in issuing the DES Assistant Director’s decision if more time is needed. 


The decision of the DES Assistant Director is final if the award is upheld.  The DES Assistant 
Director may subsequently issue further clarifications, if necessary. 


If the DES Assistant Director finds that the protest should be upheld and the Award 
canceled, all Bidders, including the protesting Bidder and the Bidder who received the 
Award, will be notified of the intent to cancel the Award and the reasons therefore.  


1.2 AWARDED BIDDER APPEAL PROCESS 


The Bidder who has received the Award has five (5) business days after receipt of notification of 
the intent to cancel the award in which to appeal the decision to the Director of the Department 
of Enterprise Services.  Copies of the Bidder’s appeal must also be sent to the DES Assistant 
Director and the State Procurement Coordinator responsible for the solicitation.  


The Director of Enterprise Services or designee will: 


Issue a decision  


1. to both the appealing Bidder and the original protesting Bidder 


2. within ten (10) business days after receipt of the appeal, unless more time is needed.  If 
more time is needed to issue a decision, all Bidders, including the appealing Bidder and 
the original protesting Bidder, will be notified. 
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 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 Protest Procedure  
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DECISION FINAL 


The appeal decision of the Director of Enterprise Services is final.  The Director of 
Enterprise Services may subsequently issue further clarifications if necessary, 


APPEAL UPHELD AND CONTRCT AWARD UPHELD 


If the Director of Enterprise Services upholds the appeal and upholds the contract as 
awarded, the State Procurement Coordinator will notify all Bidders of the decision.   


APPEAL DENIED AND AWARD CANCELED 


If the Director of Enterprise Services upholds the decision of the DES Assistant Director, 
the Office of State Procurement will proceed with cancellation of the award.  


If the award is cancelled, the Assistant Director of DES may reject all bids, quotes or 
proposals pursuant to RCW 43.1911(4) and solicit new bids, quotes or proposals. 


If the Assistant Director of DES does not decide to reject all bids, an award will be made to 
the next lowest responsive and responsible Bidder. 


1.3 PROTEST AND APPEALS – FORM AND SUBSTANCE 


ALL PROTESTS AND APPEALS MUST: 


1. be in writing,  


2. signed by the protesting or appealing Bidder or an authorized agent 


3. delivered within the time frame(s) outlined herein 


4. addressed to that individual within the Office of State Procurement or Department 
of Enterprise Services assigned review responsibilities as specified above.  


THE PROTESTING OR APPEALING BIDDER MUST: 


1. state all facts and arguments on which the protesting or appealing Bidder is relying 
as the basis for its action 


2. attach any relevant exhibits related, or referred to in the written protest or appeal 


3. mail, fax or deliver copies of all protests, appeals, and exhibits to the Bidder or 
Bidders against whom the protest is made at the same time such protest, appeal, 
and exhibits are submitted to the Office of State Procurement or Department of 
Enterprise Services. 


 



http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.19.1911
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		Appendix F-1:  Estimates of Milk-Based Infant Formula Units Issued by Participating Entities

		Participating Entities*		Infants Using Milk-Based 13 oz Liquid Concentrate								Infants Using Milk-Based Powder								Infants Using Milk-Based Ready-To-Feed

				Six Months Total Units Issued: January-June 2011		Monthly Average Units Issued		Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)				Six Months Total Units Issued: January-June 2011		Monthly Average Units Issued		Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)				Six Months Total Units Issued:       January-June 2011		Monthly Average Units Issued		Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)

		Alaska		16,418		2,736		98,496				162,587		27,098		975,528				1,071		179		6,444

		American Samoa		0		0		0				34,542		5,757		207,252				552		92		3,312

		Arizona		100,310		16,718		601,848				1,534,923		255,821		9,209,556				74,333		12,389		446,004

		CNMI		23,555		3,926		141,336				20,427		3,405		122,580				0		0		0

		Delaware		113,101		18,850		678,600				163,826		27,304		982,944				19,823		3,304		118,944

		District of Columbia		257,098		42,850		1,542,600				97,252		16,209		583,524				8,953		1,492		53,712

		Guam		5,959		993		35,748				61,512		10,252		369,072				0		0		0

		Hawaii		22,903		3,817		137,412				269,023		44,837		1,614,132				306		51		1,836

		Idaho		7,768		1,295		46,620				275,806		45,968		1,654,848				7,625		1,271		45,756

		ITCA		4,094		682		24,552				84,512		14,085		507,060				883		147		5,292

		ITCN		34		6		216				13,959		2,327		83,772				190		32		1,152

		Kansas		43,365		7,228		260,208				587,608		97,935		3,525,660				33,899		5,650		203,400

		Maryland		702,093		117,016		4,212,576				995,210		165,868		5,971,248				44,266		7,378		265,608

		Montana		6,564		1,094		39,384				143,243		23,874		859,464				8,562		1,427		51,372

		Navajo Nation		3,027		505		18,180				75,050		12,508		450,288				21,468		3,578		128,808

		Nevada		40,907		6,818		245,448				595,163		99,194		3,570,984				37,234		6,206		223,416

		Oregon		36,135		6,023		216,828				710,734		118,456		4,264,416				14,429		2,405		86,580

		Utah		9,940		1,657		59,652				459,421		76,570		2,756,520				17,650		2,942		105,912

		Virgin Islands		15,747		2,625		94,500				26,010		4,335		156,060				0		0		0

		Washington		67,799		11,300		406,800				1,260,396		210,066		7,562,376				48,306		8,051		289,836

		West Virginia		112,820		18,803		676,908				325,998		54,333		1,955,988				96,514		16,086		579,096

		Wyoming		4,128		688		24,768				91,428		15,238		548,568				4,320		720		25,920

		Totals				265,630								1,331,440								73,400

		* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011) of usage of infant formula by physical form.  The data excludes Exempt Infant Formula.  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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 Form AD-1048 (1/92) 


 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
  
 
 Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility 
 and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered Transactions  
  
 
 
This certification is required by the regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension, 7 
CFR part 3017, Section 3017.510, Participants' responsibilities.  The regulations were published as Part IV of the 
January 30, 1989, Federal Register (pages 4722-4733).  Copies of the regulations may be obtained by contacting the 
Department of Agriculture agency with which this transaction originated. 
 
 (BEFORE COMPLETING CERTIFICATION, READ INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE) 
 
(1) The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor 


its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency. 


 
(2) Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this 


certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal. 
 
 
 
 
 
  


Organization Name PR/Award Number or Project Name                       
 
 
 
 
 
  


Name(s) and Title(s) of Authorized Representative(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


Signature(s) Date                          







 
 
 Form AD-1048 (1/92) 2 


 Instructions for Certification 
 
1. By signing and submitting this form, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set 
out on the reverse side in accordance with these instructions. 
 
2. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was entered into.  If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered 
an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or 
agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or 
debarment. 
 
3. The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to which this 
proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous 
when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances. 
 
4. The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended," "ineligible," "lower tier covered transaction," 
"participant," "person," "primary covered transaction," "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used 
in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive 
Order 12549.  You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of 
those regulations. 
 
5. The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this form that, should the proposed covered 
transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is 
debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, 
unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated. 
 
6. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this form that it will include this clause 
titled "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered 
Transaction," without modification, in all lower tier covered transaction and in all solicitations for lower tier covered 
transactions. 
 
7. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower 
tier covered transaction that is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered 
transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.  A participant may decide the method and frequency 
by which it determines the eligibility of its principals.  Each participant may, but is not required to, check the 
Nonprocurement List. 
 
8. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in 
order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information of a participant 
is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business 
dealings. 
 
9. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered 
transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, 
ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the 
Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, 
including suspension and/or debarment. 





		orgname: 

		award: 

		name: 

		date: 

		clearform: 
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Appendix I 


Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 


Western States Contracting Alliance 
Standard Contract Terms and Conditions 


 
 
PARTICIPANTS:  The Western States Contracting Alliance (herein WSCA) is a cooperative group 
contracting consortium for state government departments, institutions, agencies and political 
subdivisions (i.e., colleges, school districts, counties, cities, etc.,) for the states of Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Utah, Washington and Wyoming.  Other states and their political subdivisions are also eligible to 
participate in WSCA contracts.  Obligations under this contract are limited to those Participating States 
who have signed a Participating Addendum where contemplated by the solicitation.  Financial 
obligations of Participating States are limited to the orders placed by the departments or other state 
agencies and institutions having available funds.  Participating States incur no financial obligations on 
behalf of political subdivisions.  Unless otherwise specified in the solicitation, the resulting award(s) will 
be permissive. 
 
QUALITY ESTIMATES:  WSCA does not guarantee to purchase any amount under the contract to be 
awarded.  Estimated quantities are for the purposes of submitting proposals only and are not to be 
construed as a guarantee to purchase any amount. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS:  Any deviation from specifications must be clearly indicated by offeror, otherwise, it 
will be considered that the proposal is in strict compliance.  When BRAND NAMES or manufacturers’ 
numbers are stated in the specifications they are intended to establish a standard only and are not 
restrictive unless the IFB states “No substitute”.  Bids will be considered on other makes, models or 
brands having comparable quality, style, workmanship and performance characteristics.  Alternate 
proposals offering lower quality or inferior performance will not be considered.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:  WSCA reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids or 
parts of bids, and to waive informalities therein. 
 
NON-COLLUSION:   By signing the bid the offeror certifies that the bid l submitted, has been arrived at 
independently and has been submitted without collusion with, and without any agreement, 
understanding or planned common course of action with, any other vendor of materials, supplies, 
equipment or services described in the  Invitation for Bid, designed to limit independent bidding or 
competition. 
 
DEFAULT AND REMEDIES: Any of the following events shall constitute cause for WSCA to declare 
Contractor in default of the contract: 1. Nonperformance of contractual requirements; 2. A material 
breach of any term or condition of this contract WSCA shall issue a written notice of default providing a 
period in which Contractor shall have an opportunity to cure.  Time allowed for cure shall not diminish 
or eliminate Contractor’s liability for liquidated or other damages.  If the default remains, after 
Contractor has been provided the opportunity to cure, WSCA may do one or more of the following: 1.  
Exercise any remedy provided by law; 2. Terminate this contract and any related contracts or portions 
thereof; 3. Impose liquidated damages; 4. Suspend contractor from receiving future proposal 
solicitations. 
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LAWS AND REGULATIONS: Any and all supplies, services and equipment offered and furnished shall 
comply fully with all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations. 
 
CONFLICT OF TERMS: In the event of any conflict between these standard terms and conditions and any 
special terms and conditions contained in the Solicitation, the special terms and conditions shall govern.   
 
HOLD HARMLESS: The contractor shall release, protect, indemnify and hold WSCA and the respective 
states and their officers, agencies, employees, harmless from and against any damage, cost or liability, 
including reasonable attorney’s fees for any or all injuries to persons, property or claims for money 
damages arising from acts or omissions of the contractor, his employees or subcontractors or 
volunteers. 
 
GOVERNING LAW:   This procurement and the resulting agreement shall be governed by and construed 
in accordance with the laws of the state sponsoring and administering the procurement.  The 
construction and effect of any Participating Addendum or order against the contract(s) shall be 
governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the Participating Entity’s State.  Venue for 
any claim, dispute or action concerning an order placed against the contract(s) or the effect of a 
Participating Addendum shall be in the Purchasing Entity’s State. 
 
AMENDMENTS: The terms of this contract shall not be waived, altered, modified, supplemented or 
amended in any manner whatsoever without prior written approval of the WSCA Contract 
Administrator. 
 
ASSIGNMENT/SUBCONTRACT: Contractor shall not assign, sell, transfer, subcontract or sublet rights, or 
delegate responsibilities under this contract, in whole or in part, without the prior written approval of 
the WSCA Contract Administrator.  
 
NONDISCRIMINATION: The offeror agrees to abide by the provisions of Title VI and Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000e), which prohibit discrimination against any employee or applicant for 
employment, or any applicant or recipient of services, on the basis of race, religion, color, or national 
origin; and further agrees to abide by Executive Order No. 11246, as amended, which prohibits 
discrimination on basis of sex; 45 CFR 90 which prohibits discrimination on the basis of age, and Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of disabilities.  The offeror further agrees to furnish information and reports 
to requesting State(s), upon request, for the purpose of determining compliance with these statutes.  
Offeror agrees to comply with each individual state’s certification requirements, if any, as stated in the 
special terms and conditions.  This contract may be canceled if the offeror fails to comply with the 
provisions of these laws and regulations.  The offeror must include this provision in very subcontract 
relating to purchases by the States to insure that subcontractors and vendors are bound by this 
provision.  
 
SEVERABILITY: If any provision of this contract is declared by a court to be illegal or in conflict with any 
law, the validity of the remaining terms and provisions shall not be affected; and the rights and 
obligations of the parties shall be construed and enforced as if the contract did not contain the 
particular provision held to be invalid.  
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FORCE MAJEURE: Neither party to this contract shall be held responsible for delay or default caused by 
fire, riot, acts of God and/or war which is beyond that party’s reasonable control.  WSCA may terminate 
this contract after determining such delay or default will reasonably prevent successful performance of 
the contract. 
FIRM PRICE: Unless otherwise stated in the special terms and conditions, for the purpose of award, 
offers made in accordance with this solicitation must be good and firm for a period of ninety (90) days 
from the date of proposal opening.  Prices must remain firm for the full term of the contract. 
 
EXTENSION OF PRICES: In the case of error in the extension of prices in the proposal, the unit prices will 
govern. 
 
PROPOSAL PREPARATION COSTS: WSCA is not liable for any costs incurred by the offeror in proposal 
preparation. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST: The contractor certifies that it has not offered or given any gift or 
compensation prohibited by the state laws of any WSCA participants to any officer or employee of 
WSCA or participating states to secure favorable treatment with respect to being awarded this contract. 
 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR: The contractor shall be an independent contractor, and as such shall have 
no authorization, express or implied to bind WSCA or the respective states to any agreements, 
settlements, liability or understanding whatsoever, and agrees not to perform any acts as agent for 
WSCA or the states, except as expressly set forth herein. 
 
DEBARMENT:  The contractor certifies that neither it nor its principals are presently debarred, 
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in 
this transaction (contract) by any governmental department or agency.  If the contractor cannot certify 
this statement, attach a written explanation for review by WSCA. 
 
AUDIT OF RECORDS: The contractor agrees to allow WSCA, State and Federal auditors, and state agency 
staff access to all the records to this contract, for audit and inspection, and monitoring of services.  Such 
access will be during normal business hours, or by appointment. 
 
ENTITY PARTICIPATION:  Use of specific WSCA cooperative contracts by state agencies, political 
subdivisions and other entities (including cooperatives) authorized by individual state’s statutes to use 
state contracts are subject to the approval of the respective State Chief Procurement Official.  Issues of 
interpretation and eligibility for participation are solely within the authority of the respective State Chief 
Procurement Official.   
 
The following Standard WSCA Terms and Conditions were deleted as being not applicable to this IFB: 
Samples 
Cash Discount Terms 
Taxes  
Patents, Copyrights, Etc 
Award 


Cancellation 
Order Numbers 
Delivery 
Warranty 


Inspection 
Hazardous Chemical Information 
Participation by Political 
Subdivisions 


 






_1400487972.xls
Sheet1

		Appendix F-2:  Estimates of Soy-Based Infant Formula Units Issued by Participating Entities

		Participating Entities*		Infants Using Soy-Based 13 oz Liquid Concentrate								Infants Using Soy-Based Powder								Infants Using Soy-Based Ready-To-Feed

				Six Months Total Units Issued:        January-June 2011		Monthly Average Units Issued		Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)				Six Months Total Units Issued:      January-June 2011		Monthly Average Units Issued		Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)				Six Months Total Units Issued:     January-June 2011		Monthly Average Units Issued		Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)

		Alaska		2,681		447		16,092				13,545		2,258		81,288				430		72		2,592

		American Samoa		0		0		0				98		16		576				0		0		0

		Arizona		14,873		2,479		89,244				138,479		23,080		830,880				6,534		1,089		39,204

		CNMI		0		0		0				2,327		395		14,220				0		0		0

		Delaware		20,459		3,410		122,760				19,095		3,183		114,588				1,091		182		6,552

		District of Columbia		2,705		451		16,236				1,643		274		9,864				53		9		324

		Guam		0		0		0				4,188		755		27,180				0		0		0

		Hawaii		2,669		445		16,020				21,527		3,588		129,168				125		21		756

		Idaho		816		136		4,896				22,418		3,736		134,496				284		47		1,692

		ITCA		740		123		4,428				5,732		955		34,380				0		0		0

		ITCN		0		0		0				900		150		5,400				0		0		0

		Kansas		7,923		1,321		47,556				64,438		10,740		386,640				879		147		5,292

		Maryland		129,660		21,610		777,960				123,858		20,643		743,148				1,562		260		9,360

		Montana		831		139		5,004				15,174		2,529		91,044				221		37		1,332

		Navajo Nation		357		60		2,160				3,408		568		20,448				1,228		205		7,380

		Nevada		6,088		1,015		36,540				50,272		8,379		301,644				389		65		2,340

		Oregon		4,404		734		26,424				54,998		9,166		329,976				1,089		182		6,552

		Utah		440		73		2,628				36,362		6,060		218,160				1,030		172		6,192

		Virgin Islands		9,974		1,662		59,832				9,426		1,571		56,556				0		0		0

		Washington		6,597		1,100		39,600				106,180		17,697		637,092				1,652		275		9,900

		West Virginia		25,306		4,218		151,848				51,030		8,505		306,180				8,535		1,423		51,228

		Wyoming		1,237		206		7,416				12,914		2,152		77,472				28		5		180

		Totals				39,629								126,400								4,191

		* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011) of usage of infant formula by physical form.  The data excludes Exempt Infant Formula.  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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		Appendix D-2:  Number of Infants Using Soy-Based Infant Formula by Physical Form

		Participating Entities*		Infants Using Soy-Based 13 oz Liquid Concentrate		Infants Using Soy-Based Powder		Infants Using Soy-Based Ready-To-Feed		Total

		Alaska		18		269		3		290

		American Samoa		3		47		4		54

		Arizona		87		2,778		48		2,913

		Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands (CNMI)		0		51		0		51

		Delaware		66		403		13		482

		District of Columbia		226		193		5		424

		Guam		0		89		0		89

		Hawaii		19		539		0		558

		Idaho		7		895		3		905

		Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA)		5		122		0		127

		Inter Tribal Council of Nevada (ITCN)		0		20		0		20

		Kansas		50		1,417		6		1,473

		Maryland		787		2,694		337		3,818

		Montana		4		299		1		304

		Navajo Nation		2		89		2		93

		Nevada		41		1,110		3		1,154

		Oregon		25		1,176		9		1,210

		Utah		4		738		9		751

		Virgin Islands		65		227		0		292

		Washington		35		1,889		9		1,933

		West Virginia		150		1,048		59		1,257

		Wyoming		6		231		0		237

		Totals		1,600		16,324		511		18,435

		* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011) of issuance of infant formula by physical form.  The data excludes Exempt Infant Formula.  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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		Appendix E: Number of:

		Infants Participating, Infants Exclusively Breastfeeding, and Infants Issued Exempt Infant Formula

		Participating Entities*		Total Infants Participating**		Infants Exclusively Breastfeeding		Infants Issued Exempt Infant Formula

		Alaska		6,209		924		194

		American Samoa		1,092		73		0

		Arizona		43,147		5,054		2,732

		Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands (CNMI)		812		95		17

		Delaware		5,675		341		475

		District of Columbia		4,758		145		477

		Guam		1,793		229		23

		Hawaii		8,535		1,765		291

		Idaho		9,987		3,167		322

		Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA)		2,473		354		71

		Inter Tribal Council of Nevada (ITCN)		388		24		13

		Kansas		18,783		2,165		928

		Maryland		35,815		3,192		2,169

		Montana		4,628		1,061		340

		Navajo Nation		2,454		438		87

		Nevada		17,477		1,448		1,022

		Oregon		23,632		6,537		1,092

		Utah		17,156		4,995		1,127

		Virgin Islands		1,148		47		68

		Washington		38,132		6,739		1,449

		West Virginia		11,668		1,187		1,031

		Wyoming		3,014		630		248

		Totals		258,776		40,610		14,176

		* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011).  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.

		** Average monthly number of total infants participating taken from the Monthly Data for Agency Level Participation, Preliminary for FY 2011, as of February 1, 2012.  View at: http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/wicmain.htm
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		Appendix D-1:  Number of Infants Using Milk-Based Infant Formula by Physical Form

		Participating Entities*		Infants Using Milk-Based 13 oz Liquid Concentrate		Infants Using Milk-Based Powder		Infants Using Milk-Based Ready-To-Feed		Total

		Alaska		108		3,345		10		3,463

		American Samoa		32		1,457		62		1,551

		Arizona		590		31,016		577		32,183

		Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands (CNMI)		160		493		0		653

		Delaware		663		3,483		142		4,288

		District of Columbia		1,581		2,141		79		3,801

		Guam		41		1,377		0		1,418

		Hawaii		163		7,041		3		7,207

		Idaho		83		11,206		108		11,397

		Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA)		28		1,845		7		1,880

		Inter Tribal Council of Nevada (ITCN)		0		302		2		304

		Kansas		281		13,346		206		13,833

		Maryland		4,159		22,259		320		26,738

		Montana		37		2,899		60		2,996

		Navajo Nation		26		2,158		102		2,286

		Nevada		269		13,572		286		14,127

		Oregon		219		15,816		105		16,140

		Utah		62		10,032		140		10,234

		Virgin Islands		107		635		0		742

		Washington		390		14,815		289		15,494

		West Virginia		679		6,806		830		8,315

		Wyoming		24		1,845		12		1,881

		Totals		9,702		167,889		3,340		180,931

		* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011) of issuance of infant formula by physical form.  The data excludes Exempt Infant Formula.  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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1. SCOPE OF WORK 


1.1. Rebates paid to Participating Entities under this Contract are limited to infant formula 
purchased under the federally funded WIC Program with USDA, FNS funds. 


1.2. WSCA Participating Entities will make decisions affecting this Contract by consensus.  A majority 
vote will be used if consensus cannot be reached. 


1.3. Contractor will provide the products offered on Appendix C-1 and/or Appendix C-2 and offer a 
per unit rebate for each unit size and physical form of the Primary milk-based and/or soy-based 
infant formula it manufactures that meets the Specifications below. 


1.4. Terms are not to be negotiated with respect to the following: 


a. Length or number of extension periods, 


b. Rebate amounts that will apply to the contract and any extension periods, and 


c. The method by which the rebates will be calculated. 


2. SPECIFICATIONS 


The Primary Contract Milk-based infant formula for which a Rebate is offered under Contract 
#05411 will meet the following specifications: 


2.1 The Milk-based infant formula will be lactose containing and suitable for routine issuance to 
the majority of generally healthy, full-term infants. 


2.2 The Milk-based infant formula will meet the definition of an infant formula as stated in section 
201(z) of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321(z)), the requirements for an 
infant formula under section 412 of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 350a), 
and the regulations 21 CFR parts 106 and 107. 


2.3 The Milk-based infant formula will satisfy all requirements under 7 CFR 246.10(e)(1)(iii) and 7 
CFR 246.10(e)(2)(iii). 


2.4 The Milk-based infant formula will contain at least 10 milligrams of iron per liter at standard 
dilution and supply 67 kilocalories per 100 milliliters (i.e. approximately 20 kilocalories per 
fluid ounce of infant formula) at standard dilution. 


2.5 The Milk-based infant formula will be nutritionally complete not requiring the addition of any 
ingredients other than water prior to being served in a liquid state. 


2.6 The Milk-based infant formula will be available in liquid concentrate, powdered concentrate 
and ready-to-feed. 


2.7 The Primary Contract Soy-based infant formula for which a rebate is offered in response to 
this IFB will meet the following specifications: 


2.8 The Soy-based infant formula will be suitable for routine issuance to the majority of generally 
healthy, full-term infants. 


2.9 The Soy-based infant formula will meet the definition of an infant formula as stated in section 
201(z) of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321(z)), the requirements for an 
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infant formula under section 412 of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 350a), 
and the regulations 21 CFR parts 106 and 107. 


2.10 The Soy-based infant formula will satisfy all requirements under 7 CFR 246.10(e)(1)(iii) and 7 
CFR 246.10(e)(2)(iii). 


2.11 The Soy-based infant formula will contain at least 10 milligrams of iron per liter at standard 
dilution and supply 67 kilocalories per 100 milliliters (i.e. approximately 20 kilocalories per 
fluid ounce of infant formula) at standard dilution. 


2.12 The Soy-based infant formula will be nutritionally complete not requiring the addition of any 
ingredients other than water prior to being served in a liquid state. 


2.13 The Soy-based infant formula will be available in liquid concentrate, powdered concentrate 
and ready-to-feed. 


2.14 Contractor agrees to supply and pay a “per unit” Rebate on any new milk-based or soy-based 
contract infant formulas, it introduces to the marketplace after the Contract is awarded.  
Contractor agrees to provide the wholesale price of any new products at the time the product 
is added to the contract. The rebate for infant formula added to the contract after the start 
date (new and existing) will be calculated using the Wholesale Price of the formula at the time 
the formula is approved for issuance by the Participating Entity. 


2.15 Within ten (10) days of receipt of the Award notice, the Contractor will furnish OSP with a list 
of their Milk-based infant formulas and/or Soy-based infant formula that meet the FDA 
requirements for an infant formula.  These formulas will be included in the contract.  The list 
will not include WIC eligible Exempt Infant Formula or WIC-Eligible Medical Foods.  The list will 
include the Contractor’s nationally published best full truckload wholesale price, at the time of 
the Bid opening, for each unit size and physical form of infant formula.  


2.16 The Rebate offered for each unit size and physical form of the Primary Contract milk-based or 
soy-based infant formula, as specified on the Infant Formula Bid Price Sheet (Appendix C) will 
be converted to a Percent Discount and used to calculate the Rebate for the corresponding 
physical form of each Milk-based or Soy-based Contract Infant Formula.  The Percent Discount 
is multiplied by the bidder’s nationally published best full truckload wholesale price to 
establish the rebate for the contract infant formulas. 


3.    USE OF PRIMARY CONTRACT INFANT FORMULA 


Participating Entities will approve the Primary Contract Formula.  Primary Contract Formula will be 
the first choice of issuance to infants covered by this contract.  Participating Entities are not 
required to approve or issue the manufacturer's entire product line of milk-based or soy based 
contracted infant formula.  Participating Entities reserve the right to issue non-contract brands of 
infant formula according to the Participating Entity’s agency policy per Appendix G (see Part One, 
IFB document).  Participation and usage data provided in the IFB does not necessarily reflect 
actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new Contract. 
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4. CONTRACT INFANT FORMULA AVAILABILITY 


4.1 By September 1, 2012, the Primary Contract Infant Formula will be in full statewide 
distribution.  Full statewide distribution means the formula is readily available from wholesale 
suppliers that supply WIC authorized retail vendors for each Participating Entity. 


4.2 The Contractor will manufacture and make available supplies of Primary Contract Infant 
Formula in sufficient quantity to serve WIC participants of the Participating Entities through 
their wholesale distribution system. 


5. WHOLESALER NOTIFICATION 


5.1 By July 1, 2012, the Contractor(s) will contact wholesale suppliers in the geographic service 
locations of all of the Participating Entities to notify them of the Contract award and the 
implementation date of the Primary Contract Infant Formula under the Contract. Participating 
Entities will provide lists and/or mailing labels of wholesale suppliers prior to July 1, 2012, if 
requested. 


6. PRODUCT CHANGES 
 


6.1 Contractor must give Participating Entities at least Ninety (90) calendar days advance written 
notice of planned changes in formulation, product name, reconstituted amount per unit, 
product packaging including size, weight and/or label, and discontinuation of their Primary 
Contract Infant Formula and other formulas in their product line.  The Contractor will provide 
electronically product labels showing any changes.   


6.2 Contractor will cooperate with a Participating Entities to plan and execute a communication 
strategy regarding product changes when a Participating Entity determines product change 
information will be distributed to WIC clinics, authorized retail vendors and/or the medical 
community. 


6.3 Contractor will provide prorated Rebates (i.e. the same Percent Discount as remitted for the 
Primary Contract Infant Formula) should any of the milk-based or soy-based Contract Infant 
Formula be discontinued, reformulated or produced in a different can size, or should any new 
product be introduced which is designed to take the place of the milk-based or soy-based 
Contract Infant Formula. If the Contractor discontinues production of the Primary Contract 
formula, it must provide a rebate that yields the same net cost per ounce for the replacement 
formula. 


7. WHOLESALE PRICE CHANGES 


7.1 Contractor will provide written notification to Purchasing Authority and all Participating 
Entities of wholesale price changes.  Notification will be provided at the same time other 
customers are notified of the change.  The notification will include both the effective date and 
the amount of the change for all products meeting the Primary Contract Formula definition. 


7.2 Effective after the Bid opening and throughout the term of the Contract, any increase or 
decrease in the wholesale price per unit will be matched by a cent-for-cent increase or 
decrease in the Rebate per unit and be applied the first day of the month following the 
wholesale price changes.  This applies to all products meeting the Contract Infant Formula 
definition. 
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7.3 Changes in rebate amounts (other than cent-for-cent adjustments) are prohibited for the full 
term of this Contract, including any and all Contract extensions, per USDA, FNS regulations. 


 


8 FAILURE TO SUPPLY SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES 


8.1 Supply problems are defined as incidents when product is not available to wholesalers and 
chain store distribution centers. 


8.2 A Participating Entity will notify the Contractor within twenty-four (24) hours of any report 
that the Milk-based or Soy-based Contract Infant Formula is not available or available in an 
inadequate supply through a wholesale supplier in their service location.  The Contractor will 
investigate the alleged supply problem and notify the Participating Entity of its findings within 
forty-eight (48) hours. 


8.3 Contractor will notify Purchasing Authority and all Participating Entities immediately of the 
supply problem.  OSP will work with the Contractor to immediately remedy the supply 
problem through direct shipments of product to affected areas, substitution of another 
product in the Contractor’s product-line, or any other immediate solution approved by OSP.  


8.4 If the Contractor is unable to supply sufficient quantities of a contract brand infant formula, 
Participating Entities will first issue the same contract brand infant formula in a different 
physical form to address the shortage as long as supply for that form is sufficiently available. 


8.5 If the Purchasing Authority is not satisfied with Contractor’s remedy proposed in Section 9.3 
above, Contractor will pay the contracted rebate amount for alternate FDA approved infant 
formulas substituted the Participating Entities until the supply problem is resolved.  


8.6 Contractor is not responsible for lack of Milk-based and/or Soy-based Contract Infant Formula 
inventory at the retail level due to the failure of individual retail vendors to appropriately 
order stock from their wholesale supplier. 


9 MONTHLY INVOICES AND DOCUMENTATION 


9.1 Each Participating Entity will send the Contractor a monthly invoice with supporting 
documentation.  The invoice and documentation will list the number of units that qualify for a 
Rebate, the Rebate per unit, and the dollar amount due thirty (30) calendar days from the 
date of the invoice receipt. 


9.2 The first monthly invoice will be no earlier than November 15, 2012 reflecting information 
about Contract Infant Formula that qualified for a Rebate in October 2012. 


9.3 Invoices will continue past the Contract termination date to account for all Food Instruments 
(FI) issued during the term of the Contract.  This is necessary because FI may be valid to be 
paid up to ninety (90) days after the issuance date although some Participating Entities use a 
shortened time period (e.g. 60 days).  For example, FI issued the last day of the Contract 
(September 30) may be valid to be paid up to ninety (90) days later (December 29).   


9.4 The monthly invoice will list the name and address of the person to whom the Rebate 
payment will be sent. Descriptions of each Participating Entity’s method for determining a 
reasonable estimate or an actual count of the number of units that qualify for a Rebate are in 
Appendix G.  
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9.5 Participating Entity documentation used to support the monthly invoice will vary in format 
due to differences in information systems.   


9.6 Participating Entities reserve the right to change the format of the monthly invoice and 
associated documentation as needed due to informational system changes. Rebate invoices 
for January through June 2011 are provided in Appendix G for each Participating Entity. 


9.7 When possible, Participating Entities will provide an electronic data file to validate the 
monthly invoice.  The minimum information that they will provide is: food instrument number, 
pseudo vendor identification number, food package identification, product name, number of 
units authorized to purchase, effective date of food instrument, redemption date of food 
instrument, and redeemed amount. Participating Entities will work with Contractor regarding 
available data elements. 


10 REBATE PAYMENT 


Contractor will make Rebate payments directly to each Participating Entity. The Rebate will be 
calculated using the Rebate per unit in effect on the first day of the month the FI was paid. 
Rebate payments are due thirty (30) calendar days from the receipt of invoice.  


11 LATE REBATE PAYMENT 


Contractor will be assessed a penalty for late payments.  The penalty will be one (1) percent of 
the invoiced amount.   


12 INVOICE DISPUTES OR ERRORS 


12.1 All invoice disputes will be resolved on a state-by-state basis by the Contractor contacting the 
Participating Entity. 


12.2 All invoice disputes must be settled by closeout of the federal fiscal year in which the dispute 
occurs. 


12.3 The Contractor will notify the Participating Entity of any dispute or believed error within 
ninety (90) calendar days of receiving the invoice.  The notice will be in writing and will 
describe the specific nature of the dispute or believed error.  Failure by the Contractor to 
notify the Participating Entity within the ninety (90) calendar day period will constitute a 
waiver and release of any dispute or error. 


12.4 The Participating Entity will notify the Contractor of any invoice error in the rebate calculation 
within sixty (60) calendar days of issuing the invoice.  The notice will be in writing and will 
describe the specific error.  Participating Entities agree to resolve errors promptly. 


12.5 The Contractor cannot withhold or offset (payment reduction from invoiced amount) rebate 
payments under any circumstances.   


12.6 Participating Entities agree to make every effort to validate billings.  The Participating Entity 
will work with the Contractor to determine the best method of repayment if a refund is due 
the Contractor. 


12.7 If an invoice dispute occurs about which the Participating Entity and Contractor cannot reach 
agreement, the Participating Entity or Contractor may request an independent review. 


13 RECORD RETENTION AND AUDITS 
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13.1 Contractor and the Participating Entities will maintain documentation relevant to Rebate 
invoices and payments for six (6) years after the termination of the Contract. 


13.2 Contractor’s records relevant to rebate invoices and payments will be subject to review or 
audit, at any reasonable time and upon reasonable notice, by OSP, Participating Entities, the 
USDA, Office of the Inspector General, Comptroller General of the United States, or their 
representatives. 


13.3 Participating Entity FI data used in the calculation of units that qualify for a rebate and 
working documents and reports used in the preparation of monthly invoices will be subject to 
review or audit, at any reasonable time and upon reasonable notice, by the Contractor or their 
representatives. 


13.4  Participating Entity data that is confidential under federal, tribal or state law is not subject to 
review or audit by the Contractor or their representatives. 


14 DEVIATIONS FROM THE SCOPE OF THE CONTRACT 


Contractor will not approach a Participating Entity with any offer that deviates in any manner from 
the scope of the Contract. 


15 DISASTER/SUPPLY INTERRUPTION CONTINGENCY PLANS 


15.1 Contractor will provide OSP with a supply source interruption contingency plan within thirty 
(30) calendar days of the Contract award.  The plan will include a description of how the 
Contractor will ensure Contract Infant Formula will be available to WIC authorized retail 
vendors in the event of a supply source interruption or other circumstance that affects the 
Contractor's ability to provide the Contract Infant Formula through its normal wholesale 
delivery system. 


15.2 Within forty eight (48) hours of a disaster, when retail food delivery systems may be or are 
interrupted, state agencies will notify the contractor of the disaster if it is in the geographic 
areas served by the state agency.  Within twenty-four (24) hours of being notified of the 
disaster and interruption of the retail food delivery system, the contractor will notify the state 
agency whether it is supplying milk-based or soy-based Primary Contract Infant Formula to any 
public or private disaster relief organizations in the geographic area of the disaster and the 
name of the organizations and their primary contact. 


16 INFANT FORMULA SAMPLE 


Contractor will NOT be required to provide infant formula samples to any of the Participating 
Entities.  This provision is made in accordance with USDA, FNS Guidelines. 


 


17 TRANSITION COMMUNICATION PLAN 


17.1 Contractor will provide Purchasing Authority with a transition communication plan within 
thirty (30) calendar days of contract award.  The plan will include a description of how the new 
Contractor will assist Participating Entities with communicating information about the new 
Contract. 
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17.2 Contractor will make available advertising art/graphics in suitable electronic format to 
Participating Entities to be used for the development of materials used to communicate 
information on the new Contract. 


17.3 Participating Entities will work cooperatively with the Contractor to assure written 
communication occurs with health care providers, hospitals and retailers thirty (30) calendar 
days prior to Contract start date. 


17.4 Food Instruments with a “first day of use” date prior to October 1, 2012 will be rebated under 
Contract no. 06406.  Food Instruments with a “first day of use” date October 1, 2012 or later 
will be rebated under Contract no. 05411.  Contractors should anticipate a transition period 
with a change to a Primary Contract Infant Formula.  The transition process may vary 
significantly between Participating Entities.  It is probable that for some Participating Entities, 
the number of cans reflected on rebate invoices in the first few months will not be reflective 
of usage through the term of the Contract. 


18 COMMUNICATION AND ADVERTISING 


18.1 Contractor will not distribute any written communication connecting the WIC Program and 
the milk and soy based Contract Infant Formula without prior review and written consent by 
the Participating Entity(s) in the planned distribution area. 


18.2 Contractor will not advertise or publish information concerning this Contract in any form or 
media without prior review and written consent from OSP. 


18.3 Contractor will provide advertising art/graphics in suitable electronic format upon request. 


18.4 Participating Entities will work cooperatively with the Contractor to ensure that documents 
printed and distributed by WIC Programs are accurate. 


18.5 Use of WIC Service Marks:  
a. Manufacturer acknowledges that the WIC Acronym and the WIC Logo are service marks 


owned by the Department of Agriculture (USDA), and that all rights therein and goodwill 
pertaining thereto belong exclusively to USDA per Supplement Food Policy Division (SFPD) 
Policy Memo 2009-1, dated December 31, 2008 and FNS Instruction 800-2 dated June 21, 
1992. 


b. Manufacturers shall not use these service marks in any manner on its goods or their 
containers or packaging or on tags or labels affixed thereto.  Manufacturer also shall not 
use the WIC Logo in advertising or other promotional materials (collectively:  
“advertising”). 


c. Manufacturer shall not use the WIC Acronym in advertising in any manner that is likely to 
cause confusion, mistake, or deception as to the affiliation, connection, or association of 
Manufacturer with the WIC Program, or as to the sponsorship or approval of 
Manufacturer’s goods, services, advertising, or commercial activities, including nutritional 
message(s), by the WIC Program, USDA, or the State agency. 


d. Manufacturer shall include the following statement with any use of the WIC Acronym in 
advertising:  “WIC is a registered service mark of the U.S. Department of Agriculture for 
USDA’s Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children.” 


19 CONFIDENTIALITY 
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Contractor will not share or disclose any records identifying WIC participants by name and/or 
address, per 7 CFR 246.26(d). Contractor will not have access to any information about a retailer 
that individually identifies the vendor, except for the vendor’s name, address, website, email, 
store type and authorization status per 7 CFR 246.26(e). 


20 FULL NUTRITIONAL BENEFIT (FNB) 


The Participating Entities will issue infant formula in accordance with 7 CFR 246.10(e)(1) through 
(e)(3) and (e)(9).  In addition, the Participating Entities will, if necessary to provide the full 
nutritional benefit (FNB), use the methodology outlined in 7 CFR 246.10(h) when issuing infant 
formula.  The Participating Entities reserves the right to issue infant formula using this 
methodology at their discretion.  


21 SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY 


A Participating Entity does not waive its sovereign immunity by entering into the Contract and 
fully retains all immunities and defenses provided by law with respect to any action based on 
the Contract. 


The intent of this section is to indicate that a “participating entity” does not waive any sovereign 
immunity it may otherwise retain, merely by virtue of its participation in this contract.  This 
contract does not otherwise attempt to describe or explain what sovereign immunity, if any, 
may have been retained by any specific “participating entity”. 


22 PRODUCT RECALL 


If there is a recall of any of the contract formulas, the Contractor shall immediately notify the 
Procurement Coordinator and one other designee for each Participating Entity by telephone, 
email and facsimile.  This notification shall include the following information for the formula 
being recalled:  the name of the specific formula (formulation), the container size(s), the form 
(powder, liquid concentrate, and/or ready-to-feed), the lot number(s), the expiration date(s), 
the inventory code(s), the address where the product should be returned, the specific problem 
or concern with the product, and the name, phone number and email address of the 
Contractor’s employee who is the contact person with respect to the recall.  If WIC participants 
are unable to exchange recalled formula at the store from which it was purchased, the 
Contractor shall replace or reimburse the Participating Entities, free of charge, any containers of 
recalled contract brand infant formula provided to WIC participants through food instruments or 
free samples.   


 


23 STATE OF MARYLAND SPECIAL PROVISION (REGARDING BISPHENOL-A (BPA)PROHIBITION) 


Senate Bill 151 provides: 


 “(C) except as provided in Subsection G of this section, on or after July 1, 2014: 


 (1) The state may not purchase infant formula in containers containing more than 0.5 parts 
per billion of Bisphenol-A and 


 (2) a person may not manufacture , knowingly sell, or distribute in commerce a container of 
infant formula containing more than 0.5 parts per billion of Bisphenol-A 
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(G) if the Secretary certifies that the safety concerns for Bisphenol-A are resolved by 
additional research or if implementation of subsection C of this section would adversely affect 
the health or well-being of children or adults, the secretary may suspend implementation of 
subsection C of this section.” 


 


 


 
 






Page 1

				Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA)

				Primary Milk-Based Formula Bid Sheet, Page 1 of 2



				CARRY ALL FIGURES TO FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES



						Instructions:		Enter manufacturer's name, product name, UPC code, powdered unit size, powdered reconstituted ounce per unit, lowest wholesale full truckload price per unit and rebate bid per unit in the chart below.  For liquid concentrate and RTF, fill out the row that corresponds to the unit size of the infant formula the bidder is submitting a bid.



								Data entry fields are in bold in yellow sections. Use the tab or arrow keys to move between fields.  Fill in only one unit size for each physical form.

								Calculations will be performed automatically within the spreadsheet in Page 2.

								Sign and Notarize this page.



						Manufacturer:

						
Physical Form		
Product Name Being Bid		
UPC Code		
Unit Size (in Ounces)		
Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit		
Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price		
Rebate Bid Per Unit		
Net Cost 
Per Unit		
Percent Rebate

						Powdered						0.0		0.0		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Liquid Concentrate						13.0		26.0		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Liquid Concentrate*						12.1		24.2		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Ready-to-Feed						32.0		32.0		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Ready-to-Feed*						33.8		33.8		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!



						*Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6

				**No assurance is given as to any minimum or maximum number of infant participants.  Likewise, no assurances are provided on the quantity, type, or physical forms that will be issued under the agreement that will become a result of this Invitation to Bid

				Bidder Acknowledgement / Certification

				The bidder hereby certifies that the company is registered under the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act with the United States Department of Health & Human Services and its products are in compliance with Federal regulations issued pursuant to P.L. 100-137. Bids for all physical forms of formula must meet the requirements of 246.10 (e) (l)(iii) and 246.10(e)(2)(iii) and be suitable for the routine issuance to the majority of generally healthy, full term infants.

				Each infant formula product to be supplied under the terms of the contract complies with the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

				The Bidder certifies that the company can and will supply the quantities of infant formula offered to meet one hundred percent (100%) of the WIC Program’s needs in all geographic areas.

				The Bidder hereby certifies that the materials submitted in response to this IFB and the price(s)/rate(s) offered on this Bid Form are true and accurate to the best of the Bidder's knowledge. 
The Bidder agrees that the price(s)/rate(s) offered herein shall remain in effect until CDPH awards the contract and throughout the duration of the contract and any extension period(s), with the exception of a change (price increase/decrease) in the manufacturer’s lowest national wholesale price.  In the event this occurs, the rebate will be adjusted accordingly.
The Bidder further understands that the above quoted rate(s) must include all of the Bidder's costs including operating expenses, labor, service call charges, diagnostic fees/estimates, transportation/travel costs, mileage or per diem expenses, equipment costs, supplies, annual inflation costs/rate adjustments, profit margin, etc.  By submitting this Bid Form the Bidder hereby claims its willingness to certify to and comply with all requirements and terms and conditions cited in this IFB and any attachment thereto.
The Bidder understands that its bid response will become a public document and will be open to public inspection.




				Signature																Date

				Notarized Signature: 

				Seal/Date
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Page 2

				Primary Milk-Based Infant Formula Bid Sheet, Page 2 of 2



				ALL FIGURES TO AT LEAST FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES



										All bolded cells will automatically populate from bidder's data entered into Page 1





				Physical Form,                    Product Brand Name,               and Unit Size		Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit
		Infant Age categories
		Number of Reconstituted Ounces Issued per Month (based on Max)**				Estimated Average # Infants by Form Based on 6 Months Average*				
Total Monthly Reconstituted Ounces to Bid
		Total Monthly Units
		Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price		Rebate Bid Per Unit
		Net Cost Per Unit

		Net Cost Total





		Type:		Liquid Concentrate						FF		PBF		FF		PBF

		Name:		0		26		0-3 months		806		364		2,610		453		6,643,572		255,522		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Ounces:		13				4-5 months		884		442		1,520		194

								6-11 months		624		312		4,510		421

		Type:		Liquid Concentrate						FF		PBF		FF		PBF

		Name:		0		24.2		0-3 months		822.8		387.2		2,610		453		6,743,257		278,647		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Ounces:		12.1**				4-5 months		895.4		459.8		1,520		194

								6-11 months		629.2		314.6		4,510		421



		Type:		Powdered		0		0-3 months		870		435		34,752		14,940		120,952,614		ERROR:#DIV/0!		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

		Name:		0				4-5 months		960		522		25,189		7,193

		Ounces:		0.0				6-11 months		696		384		74,773		11,045



		Type:		Ready-to-Feed		32		0-3 months		832		384		749		178		2,426,944		75,842		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Name:		0				4-5 months		896		448		798		82

		Ounces:		32				6-11 months		640		320		1,473		128

		Type:		Ready-to-Feed		33.8		0-3 months		811.2		371.8		749		178		2,430,051		71,895		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Name:		0				4-5 months		912.6		473.2		798		82

		Ounces:		33.8**				6-11 months		642.2		338		1,473		128

																										Total Net		ERROR:#DIV/0!

																										Cost Per Month

				* Based on the average monthly number of infants using each physical form of infant formula.  The Participating Entities provided the most recent data that was available at the time (January-June 2011). Data excludes those infants exclusively breastfed or issued exempt infant formula

				**Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6, dated June 1, 2011.

				FF = Fully Formula Fed and PBF = Partially Breastfed.

				Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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Page 1

				Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA)

				Primary Soy-Based Formula Bid Sheet, Page 1 of 2



				CARRY ALL FIGURES TO FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES



						Instructions:		Enter manufacturer's name, product name, UPC code, powdered unit size, powdered reconstituted ounce per unit, lowest wholesale full truckload price per unit and rebate bid per unit in the chart below.  For liquid concentrate and RTF, fill out the row that corresponds to the unit size of the infant formula the bidder is submitting a bid.



								Data entry fields are in bold in yellow sections. Use the tab or arrow keys to move between fields.  Fill in only one unit size for each physical form.

								Calculations will be performed automatically within the spreadsheet in Page 2.

								Sign and Notarize this page.



						Manufacturer:

						
Physical Form		
Product Name Being Bid		
UPC Code		
Unit Size (in Ounces)		
Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit		
Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price		
Rebate Bid Per Unit		
Net Cost 
Per Unit		
Percent Rebate

						Powdered						0.0		0.0		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Liquid Concentrate						13.0		26.0		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Liquid Concentrate*						12.1		24.2		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Ready-to-Feed						32.0		32.0		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

						Ready-to-Feed*						33.8		33.8		0.0000		0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!



						*Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6

				**No assurance is given as to any minimum or maximum number of infant participants.  Likewise, no assurances are provided on the quantity, type, or physical forms that will be issued under the agreement that will become a result of this Invitation to Bid

				Bidder Acknowledgement / Certification

				The bidder hereby certifies that the company is registered under the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act with the United States Department of Health & Human Services and its products are in compliance with Federal regulations issued pursuant to P.L. 100-137. Bids for all physical forms of formula must meet the requirements of 246.10 (e) (l)(iii) and 246.10(e)(2)(iii) and be suitable for the routine issuance to the majority of generally healthy, full term infants.

				Each infant formula product to be supplied under the terms of the contract complies with the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

				The Bidder certifies that the company can and will supply the quantities of infant formula offered to meet one hundred percent (100%) of the WIC Program’s needs in all geographic areas.

				The Bidder hereby certifies that the materials submitted in response to this IFB and the price(s)/rate(s) offered on this Bid Form are true and accurate to the best of the Bidder's knowledge. 
The Bidder agrees that the price(s)/rate(s) offered herein shall remain in effect until CDPH awards the contract and throughout the duration of the contract and any extension period(s), with the exception of a change (price increase/decrease) in the manufacturer’s lowest national wholesale price.  In the event this occurs, the rebate will be adjusted accordingly.
The Bidder further understands that the above quoted rate(s) must include all of the Bidder's costs including operating expenses, labor, service call charges, diagnostic fees/estimates, transportation/travel costs, mileage or per diem expenses, equipment costs, supplies, annual inflation costs/rate adjustments, profit margin, etc.  By submitting this Bid Form the Bidder hereby claims its willingness to certify to and comply with all requirements and terms and conditions cited in this IFB and any attachment thereto.
The Bidder understands that its bid response will become a public document and will be open to public inspection.




				Signature																Date

				Notarized Signature: 

				Seal/Date
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				Primary Soy-Based Infant Formula Bid Sheet, Page 2 of 2



				ALL FIGURES TO AT LEAST FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES



										All bolded cells will automatically populate from bidder's data entered into Page 1





				Physical Form,                    Product Brand Name,               and Unit Size		Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit
		Infant Age categories
		Number of Reconstituted Ounces Issued per Month (based on Max)**				Estimated Average # Infants by Form Based on 6 Months Average*				
Total Monthly Reconstituted Ounces to Bid
		Total Monthly Units
		Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price		Rebate Bid Per Unit
		Net Cost Per Unit

		Net Cost Total





		Type:		Liquid Concentrate						FF		PBF		FF		PBF

		Name:		0		26		0-3 months		806		364		345		48		1,096,914		42,189		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Ounces:		13				4-5 months		884		442		273		24

								6-11 months		624		312		850		61

		Type:		Liquid Concentrate						FF		PBF		FF		PBF

		Name:		0		24.2		0-3 months		822.8		387.2		345		48		1,111,942		45,948		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Ounces:		12.1**				4-5 months		895.4		459.8		273		24

								6-11 months		629.2		314.6		850		61



		Type:		Powdered		0		0-3 months		870		435		3,066		773		12,098,751		ERROR:#DIV/0!		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		ERROR:#DIV/0!

		Name:		0				4-5 months		960		522		2,768		478

		Ounces:		0.0				6-11 months		696		384		8,457		787



		Type:		Ready-to-Feed		32		0-3 months		832		384		52		9		324,608		10,144		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Name:		0				4-5 months		896		448		35		6

		Ounces:		32				6-11 months		640		320		349		64

		Type:		Ready-to-Feed		33.8		0-3 months		811.2		371.8		52		9		326,069		9,647		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000		$0.0000

		Name:		0				4-5 months		912.6		473.2		35		6

		Ounces:		33.8**				6-11 months		642.2		338		349		64

																										Total Net		ERROR:#DIV/0!

																										Cost Per Month

				* Based on the average monthly number of infants using each physical form of infant formula.  The Participating Entities provided the most recent data that was available at the time (January-June 2011). Data excludes those infants exclusively breastfed or issued exempt infant formula

				**Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6, dated June 1, 2011.

				FF = Fully Formula Fed and PBF = Partially Breastfed.

				Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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 APPENDIX B 
 Contract #0541, Infant Formula Rebate 
 Bidder’s Profile 


Bidder’s Company Name _________________________________                                             1 


 


A. COMPANY INFORMATION 


Provide the below information, which will be used for contract administration. For example:  the 
legal business name, legal status (e.g., corporation, sole proprietor, etc.) and the year the entity was 
organized to do business as the entity now substantially exists, Washington State Uniform Business 
Identification (UBI) number, the home office address, and telephone and fax numbers, web site URL 
(if any), and organizational chart of the legal entity with whom the Purchasing Activity may execute 
any Contract arising from this IFB, including the names and titles of Bidder’s principal officers. 


 


1. Bidder’s Authorized 
Representative (Per Section 3.3 
of the Solicitation): 


 


2. Federal Tax Identification 
number: 


 
      
 
 
 
      


 


3. WA State Department of Revenue Registration Tax 
number: 


      


 


4. Company Internet URL Address (if 
available): 


      


 


5. Company Contract 
Administrator  and Company 
Mailing Address: 


      
 


 


 


6. Orders Sent To:       


 
 


 


 


7. Payment Remittance: 
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 Bidder’s Profile 


Bidder’s Company Name _________________________________                                             2 


 


B. RECIPROCITY 


Firms bidding from California only: Is your firm currently certified as a small business under 
California Code, Title 2, Section 1896.12?  Yes   No    


C. REFERENCES 


Provide a minimum of three (3) commercial or governmental references for which Bidder has 
delivered goods and/or services similar in scope as describe in the IFB. References will be evaluated 
on a pass/fail basis to determine Bidder’s ability to provide goods/services under the resulting 
Contract. 


1. Agency/Company Name:       


Address:       


Contact Person:       


Telephone:       


Email:       


Job Description /Approx. Dollar Cost:       


 


2. Agency/Company Name:       


Address:       


Contact Person:       


Telephone:       


Email:       


Job Description /Approx. Dollar Cost:       


 


3. Agency/Company Name:       


Address:       


Contact Person:       


Telephone:       


Email:       


Job Description /Approx. Dollar Cost:       


D. SUBCONTRACTORS 


Identify any subcontractors who will perform services in fulfillment of contract requirements; the 
nature of services to be performed and include federal tax identification (TIN) number for each  







 APPENDIX B 
 Contract #0541, Infant Formula Rebate 
 Bidder’s Profile 


Bidder’s Company Name _________________________________                                             3 


 


 


 


 


Sub-contractor. If this Subcontractor is a Minority or Women Owned Business please include their 
page with a small company name, mark, or initial. Do not include any Social Security Numbers. 


The Contractor, by including subcontractor(s) as part of your signed solicitation Response is your 
agreement to take complete responsibility, contract obligations, and liability for all actions of such 
subcontractors.  All Subcontractors are subject to an OSP approval/disapproval process. OSP 
reserves the right to approve or disapprove any subcontractor. 


Name/Address/Contact/Phone T.I.N # 
Brief description of Service Provided (e.g. testing, 
installation, etc).  OMWBE? 


                  


                  


                  


 


E. SALES & ORDERING INFORMATION  


1. Sales Representative(s):  Indicate below the contact information and specific territories covered: 


Name:       Name:       


Telephone:       Telephone:       


Toll Free No.       Toll Free No.       


Mobile Phone       Mobile Phone       


Territory        Territory       


Fax:       Fax:       


Email:       Email:       


 


2. Purchasing (Credit) Cards accepted:  Yes   No    


(Washington State Purchasing card is VISA) If yes, please list cards accepted: 


 Visa    Master Card    American Express    Discover    Other:       


NOTE: Bidder/Contractor shall not charge separate charge card fees if charge cards, as a form of 
payment, are offered in the bid.  Further, if the Bidder offer’s a Prompt Payment discount and 
the use of charge cards, charge cards may be used in satisfaction of the Prompt Payment 
discount. 
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 Contract #0541, Infant Formula Rebate 
 Bidder’s Profile 


Bidder’s Company Name _________________________________                                             4 


 


 


F. Delivery Timeframe 


Please specify delivery timeframe        days after receipt of order.  All deliveries must be made 
within seven (7) days after receipt of order. Bid submittals including a delivery time of 
longer than seven (7) will be considered non-responsive. 
 
 


G. Minority or Women Owned Business Enterprise (MWBE):  


Is your firm a Minority/Women Owned Business?        


MWBE certification #       


 


H. Contractor Registration and Certification 


The Bidder certifies to the Purchasing Authority, via this Appendix B, Bidder Profile, that its 
company is registered with the Secretary of Health and Human Services under the federal Food, 
Drug and Cosmetic Act and that its infant formulas satisfy FDA requirements, are in compliance 
with the Infant Formula Act of 1980 and all amendments, including all federal regulations issued 
pursuant to the Act.  This certification is a requirement of 7 CFR 246.10(g) and 7 CFR 246.16a(j)(2). 


 


 


  


 


 


 


 


______________________________________________ ________________________ 


Authorized Representative:     Date: 
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DEFINITIONS


Amendment means a change to a legal document.  For the purposes of a Solicitation document, an amendment shall be a unilateral change issued by the Purchasing Activity, at its sole discretion.


Apparent Successful Bidder is the Bidder identified by the Purchasing Activity, after evaluation of Responses, who is recommended for Award.


Authorized Representative means an individual designated by the Bidder or Contractor to act on its behalf and with the authority to legally bind the Bidder or Contractor to the terms and conditions set forth in the Solicitation and Contract documents.


Award means the official act of the Purchasing Activity of accepting the offer to enter into a Contract as contained in the Bidder(s) Response.


Bid means a sealed written offer to perform a Contract to provide materials, supplies, services, and/or equipment in reply to an Invitation for Bid (IFB).


Bidder means a vendor who submits a Bid or Proposal in reply to a Solicitation.


Business Day means Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm., Pacific Time, except for holidays observed by the state of Washington.


Calendar Day means consecutive days of the year including weekends and holidays, each of which commence at 12:00:01 a.m. and end at Midnight, Pacific Time.  When “days” are not specified, Calendar Days shall prevail.

Contract means an agreement, or mutual assent, between two or more competent parties with the elements of the agreement being offer, acceptance, and consideration.


Contractor means an individual, company, corporation, firm, or combination thereof with which the Purchasing Activity develops a Contract for the procurement of materials, supplies, services, and/or equipment.   It shall also include any Subcontractor retained by Contractor as permitted under the terms of the Contract.


Contract Specialist means the individual authorized by the Purchasing Activity who is responsible for conducting a specific Solicitation and/or administration of resulting Contract (see also Procurement Coordinator).

Exempt Infant Formula means an infant formula that meets the exempt specifications under section 412(h) of the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 350 a(h)) and the regulations of 21 CFR parts 106 and 107.


Food Instruments (FI) means documents such as checks, drafts, vouchers, coupons or electronic benefits transfer cards (EBT), used by WIC participants to obtain WIC supplemental foods.  Federal regulations allow a WIC FI to be valid up to ninety (90) days after the date the FI was issued to a WIC participant.  Some Participating State Agencies use a shortened time period (e.g. 60 days).


Infant Formula means a food that meets the definition of an infant formula in Section 201(z) of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321(z)) and the requirements for an infant formula under section 412 of the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 350a) and the regulations of 21 CFR parts 106 and 107.


Intent to Award is a notice of the recommendation for Award for a specific Solicitation.


Invitation for Bid (IFB) is the form utilized to solicit Bids in the formal, sealed Bid procedure and any amendments thereto issued in writing by the Purchasing Activity.  Specifications and qualifications are clearly defined.


Milk-Based Contract Infant Formula means all milk-based infant formulas (except exempt infant formulas) produced by the manufacturer awarded this rebate contract. This includes lactose reduced and protein modified formulas.


Office of State Procurement is the Purchasing Activity within the Washington Department of Enterprise Services authorized under Chapter 43.19 RCW to develop and administer contracts for goods and services on behalf of state agencies, colleges and universities, non-profit organizations and local governments.


Participating Entity is an eligible organization participating in this WSCA solicitation and Contract for infant formula Rebates.  The states and eligible organizations participating are Alaska, American Samoa, Arizona, Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands (CNMI), Delaware, District of Columbia, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA), Inter Tribal Council of Nevada (ITCN), Kansas, Maryland, Montana, Navajo Nation, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Virgin Islands, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming.  


Percent Discount means the percent discount is the “rebate per unit” divided by the “wholesale price” as displayed on Bid Price Sheets, Appendix C-1 and C-2.  A percent discount is established for each physical form of the Primary Contract Infant Formulas.  The percent discount is then applied to the bidder’s milk-based contract infant formulas and/or soy-based contract infant formulas (except exempt infant formulas) by physical form to establish the rebate amount for each of the bidder’s products.


Primary Contract Infant Formula means the milk-based infant formula and/or the soy-based infant formula for which a bid was submitted and a contract awarded.  There is one primary milk-based contract infant formula and one primary soy-based contract infant formula under the contract.  They are the first choice for issuance to WIC infants. 


Procurement Coordinator means the Contracts Specialist designated by OSP to act on behalf of the State of Washington in conjunction with this IFB and Contract.

Proposal means a sealed written offer to perform a Contract to supply materials, supplies, services, and/or equipment in reply to a Request For Proposal (RFP).


Purchaser means the authorized user of the Contract, as identified in the Solicitation, who may or actually does make purchases of material, supplies, services, and/or equipment under the resulting Contract.


Purchasing Activity means the Office of State Procurement or an Agency authorized by law to conduct acquisition of materials, supplies, services, and/or equipment or delegated that authority by the Office of State Procurement.


Rebate means the amount of money refunded under cost containment procedures to a Participating State Entity from the infant formula manufacturer in accordance with 7 CFR 246, this IFB and the Contract.


Responsive Bidder means a manufacturer of infant formula who submits a Bid that conforms to the requirements of this Solicitation.


Responsible Bidder means a Bidder who is registered with the Secretary of Health and Human Services under the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. The Bidder must certify to the Purchasing Authority that its infant formulas comply with all Food and Drug Administration (FDA) requirements and meets other responsibility criteria as noted herein.


Soy-Based Contract Infant Formula means all soy-based infant formulas (except exempt infant formulas) produced by the manufacturer awarded this rebate contract.


Total Monthly Net Price equals the sum of the Bidder’s individual Monthly Net Price for each unit size and physical form of the Bidders milk-based and/or soy-based Primary Contract Infant Formula as specified in Appendix C-1 and C-2. Lowest net price is based on the manufacturers’ lowest national wholesale price per unit for a full truckload on the date of bid submittal and opening.

Unit means a container, generally a can or bottle, which holds liquid concentrate, powdered concentrate and/or ready-to-feed infant formula.


WIC-Eligible Medical Foods are enteral products that are formulated to provide nutritional support for individuals with a diagnosed medical condition, when the use of conventional foods is precluded, restricted or inadequate.  WIC-Eligible Medical Foods may be nutritionally complete or incomplete, but they must serve the purpose of a food, provide a source of calories and one or more nutrients, and be designed for enteral digestion via an oral or tube feeding.  WIC-Eligible Medical Foods include many, but not all, products that meet the definition of medical food in section 5(b)(3) of the Orphan Drug Act (21 U.S.C. 360 ee (b)(3)).


Wholesale Price is the bidder’s dated and nationally published best full truckload wholesale price for a unit of the Bidder’s milk-based and/or soy-based Primary infant formula offered as a Rebate under this IFB and Contract.


1. CONTRACT INFORMATION


1.1 PARTIES

This Contract (“Contract”) is entered into by and between the state of Washington, acting by and through the Office of State Procurement (OSP), an agency of Washington State government (“Purchasing Activity” or “State”) located at 1500 Jefferson Street SE, Olympia, WA 98501, and Awarded Contractor (“Contractor”),  a corporation/sole proprietor or other business form licensed to conduct business in the state of Washington for the purpose of providing infant formula rebates for use by Participating Entities.


1.2 ENTIRE AGREEMENT


This Solicitation/Contract document, Parts One and Two, all appendices and attachments, and all subsequently issued amendments comprise the entire agreement between the Purchasing Activity and the Contractor.  No other statements or representations, written or oral, shall be deemed a part of the Contract.


1.3 INCORPORATED DOCUMENTS


Each of the documents listed below is, by this reference, incorporated into this Contract as though fully set forth herein:


a. The awarded portion(s) of Contractor’s Response to the Solicitation/Contract Number (Solicitation No. 05411);


b. The Purchasing Activity’s Solicitation document (Solicitation No. 05411) with all attachments and exhibits, and all amendments thereto;


c. All Contractor or manufacturer publications, written materials and schedules, charts, diagrams, tables, descriptions, other written representations and any other supporting materials Contractor made available to Purchaser and used to affect the sale of the Product to the Purchaser; and

d. Any other provision, term, or materials incorporated into the Contract by reference, to include any Purchasing Activity accepted clarifications and any award letter that details the award provisions.


1.4 ORDER OF PRECEDENCE, CONFLICT AND CONFORMITY 


1.4.1 ORDER OF PRECEDENCE


In the event of a conflict in such terms, or between the terms and any applicable statute or rule, the inconsistency shall be resolved by giving precedence in the following order:


a. Applicable Federal and State of Washington statutes and regulations.


b. Mutually agreed written amendments to this Contract.


c. This Contract, (No.05411), including all documents incorporated herein and any Purchasing Activity accepted clarifications, to include an award letter that details the award provisions.


1.4.2 CONFLICT


To the extent possible, the terms of this Contract shall be read consistently.


1.4.3 CONFORMITY


If any provision of this Contract violates Federal or State of Washington stature or rule of law, it is considered modified to conform to that statute or rule of law.


1.5 LEGAL NOTICES


Any notice or demand or other communication required or permitted to be given under this Contract or applicable law (except notice of malfunctioning Equipment) shall be effective only if it is in writing and signed by the applicable party, properly addressed, and either delivered in person, or by a recognized courier service, or deposited with the United States Postal Service as first-class mail, postage prepaid certified mail, return receipt requested, via facsimile or by electronic mail, to the parties at the addresses and fax numbers, e-mail addresses provided in this section. For purposes of complying with any provision in this Contract or applicable law that requires a “writing,” such communication, when digitally signed with a Washington State Licensed Certificate, shall be considered to be “in writing” or “written” to an extent no less than if it were in paper form.

		To Contractor at: (Bidder to complete this section)

		To Office of State Procurement at:



		Company Name:

		State of Washington

Department of Enterprise Services


Office of State Procurement



		Attn:  

		Attn:  Legal Notice - Chief Procurement Officer



		Address:

		1500 Jefferson Street SE


P.O. Box 41017


Olympia, WA 98504-1017



		Phone:  

		Phone:  (360) 902-7400



		Fax:  

		Fax:  (360) 586-2426



		E-mail: 

		E-mail: csmail@ga.wa.gov





Notices shall be effective upon receipt or four (4) Business Days after mailing, whichever is earlier. The notice address as provided herein may be changed by written notice given as provided above.


In the event that a subpoena or other legal process commenced by a third party in any way concerning the Equipment or Services provided pursuant to this Contract is served upon Contractor or Purchasing Activity, such party agrees to notify the other party in the most expeditious fashion possible following receipt of such subpoena or other legal process. Contractor and Purchasing Activity further agree to cooperate with the other party in any lawful effort by the other party to contest the legal validity of such subpoena or other legal process commenced by a third party.


1.6 AUTHORITY TO BIND


The signatories to this Contract represent that they have the authority to bind their respective organizations to this Contract.


1.7 COUNTERPARTS


This Contract may be executed in counterparts or in duplicate originals. Each counterpart or each duplicate shall be deemed an original copy of this Contract signed by each party, for all purposes.


2. CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION


2.1 CONTRACT ADMINISTRATOR

The Purchasing Activity shall appoint a single point of contact that will be the Contract Administrator for this Contract and will provide oversight of the activities conducted hereunder. The Contract Administrator will be the principal contact for Contractor concerning business activities under this Contract. The Purchasing Activity will notify Contractor, in writing, when there is a new Contract Administrator assigned to this Contract.


2.2 AVAILABILITY OF CONTRACT INFORMATION

The Department of Enterprise Services (DES) will maintain Contract information including products available, rebate structures and product pricing and make it available to the Purchasing Entities. 


2.3 POST AWARD CONFERENCE


Contractor may be required to attend a post award conference scheduled by the Procurement Coordinator to discuss contract performance requirements.  The time and place of this conference will be scheduled following Contract award.


2.4 CONTRACTOR SUPERVISION AND COORDINATION


Contractor shall: 


a. Competently and efficiently, supervise and coordinate the implementation and completion of all Contract requirements specified herein. 


b. Identify the Contractor’s Representative, who will be the principal point of contact for the Purchasing Activity concerning Contractor’s performance under this Contract. 


c. Immediately notify the Contract Administrator in writing of any change of the designated Contractor’s Representative assigned to this Contract.


d. Be bound by all written communications given to or received from the Contractor’s Representative.


2.5 CONTRACT MANAGEMENT 


Upon award of this Contract, the Contractor shall:


a. Review the impact of the award and take the necessary steps needed to ensure that contractual obligations will be fulfilled.


b. Ensure that those who endeavor to utilize this contract are authorized Purchasers under this Contract.


2.6 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES


Expenses related to day-to-day performance under any Contract, including but not limited to, travel, lodging, meals, incidentals will not be reimbursed to the Bidder. 


2.7 CHANGES


The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to modify this Contract (including but not limited to adding or deleting products, services, or delivery locations) by mutual agreement between the Purchasing Activity and the Contractor, so long as such modification is substantially within the scope of the original Contract.


Alterations to any of the terms, conditions, or requirements of this Contract shall only be effective upon written issuance of a written, mutually agreed Contract Amendment by the Contract Administrator.  However, changes to point of contact information may be updated without the issuance of a mutually agreed Contract Amendment.


2.8 SALES & SUBCONTRACTOR REPORTS 


Contractor shall provide a Sales and Subcontractor Report to the Office of State Procurement on a quarterly basis in the electronic format provided by the Office of State Procurement.  Reports must be submitted electronically within thirty (30) days after the end of the calendar quarter, i.e., no later than April 30, July 31, October 31 and January 31. Quarterly rebate reports shall be submitted in the format provided in the format provided by the Office of State Procurement. Total rebate for each Participating Entity is to be shown separately. 

2.9 OTHER REQUIRED REPORT(S)


All reports required under this contract must be delivered to the Contract Administrator.  Contractor may be required to provide a detailed annual contract sales history report that may include but is not limited to products description, part number, per unit quantities sold, contract price in an electronic format that can be read by MS Excel. Other required reports will be designed and approved by mutual agreement of the parties to this Contract.


2.10 WASHINGTON’S ELECTRONIC BUSINESS SOLUTION (WEBS) 


Contractor shall be registered in the Contractor registration system, Washington’s Electronic Business Solution (WEBS) www.ga.wa.gov/webs, maintained by the Washington State Department of Enterprise Services.  Contractors already registered need not re-register.  It is the sole responsibility of Contractor to properly register with WEBS and maintain an accurate Contractor profile in WEBS.


3. CONTRACTOR QUALIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS


3.1 ESTABLISHED BUSINESS


Prior to commencing performance, or prior to that time if required by the Purchasing Activity, law or regulation, Contractor must be an established business firm with all required licenses, fees, bonding, facilities, equipment and trained personnel necessary to meet all requirements and perform the work as specified in the Solicitation.  Contractor shall maintain compliance with these requirements throughout the life of this contract.


The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to require receipt of proof of compliance with said requirements within ten (10) calendar days from the date of request, and to terminate this Contract as a material breach for noncompliance with any requirement of this paragraph.


3.2 DEALER AUTHORIZATION


The Contractor, if other than the manufacturer, shall provide upon request a current, dated, and signed authorization from the manufacturer that the Contractor is an authorized distributor, dealer or service representative and is authorized to sell the manufacturer's products.  Failure to provide manufacturer’s authorization upon request may result in Contract cancellation.


3.3 STAFF QUALIFICATIONS


If at Contract award or any time thereafter, any specifically named individual(s) identified in the Response to work on this engagement are not available, Purchasing Activity has the right to approve or reject any change in Contractor’s personnel. Specific restrictions apply to contracting with current or former state employees pursuant to Chapter 42.52 RCW.


3.4 USE OF SUBCONTRACTORS 


In accordance with Solicitation requirements, Contractor agrees to take complete responsibility for all actions of such Subcontractors as related to performance under this contract. 


Prior to performance, Contractor shall identify all subcontractors who will perform services in fulfillment of contract requirements, including their name, the nature of services to be performed, address, telephone, facsimile, email, federal tax identification number (TIN), and anticipated dollar value of each subcontract. 

The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to approve or reject any and all Subcontractors that identified by the contractor. Any Subcontractors not listed in the Bidder’s Response, who are engaged by the Contractor, must be pre-approved, in writing, by the Purchasing Activity.

Specific restrictions apply to contracting with current or former state employees pursuant to Chapter 42.52 RCW. 


3.5 SUBCONTRACTS AND ASSIGNMENT

Contractor shall not Subcontract, assign, or otherwise transfer its obligations under this Contract without the prior written consent of the Contract Administrator.  Contractor shall provide a minimum of thirty (30) calendar days advance notification of intent to Subcontract, assign, or otherwise transfer its obligations under this Contract.  Violation of this condition may be considered a material breach establishing grounds for Contract termination.  The Contractor shall be responsible to ensure that all requirements of the Contract shall flow down to any and all Subcontractors.  In no event shall the existence of a Subcontract operate to release or reduce the liability of Contractor to the state for any breach in the performance of the Contractor’s duties.

3.6 CONTRACTOR AUTHORITY AND INFRINGEMENT 


Contractor is authorized to sell under this Contract, only those materials, supplies, services and/or equipment as stated herein and allowed for by the provisions of this Contract.  Contractor shall not represent to any Purchasers that they have the contract authority to sell any other materials, supplies, services and/or equipment.  Further, Contractor may not intentionally infringe on other established State Contracts. 


3.7 MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP


The Contractor shall be required to furnish all materials, supplies, equipment and/or services necessary to perform Contractual requirements.  Materials, supplies and workmanship used in the construction of equipment for this Contract shall conform to all applicable federal, state, and local codes, regulations and requirements for such equipment, specifications contained herein, and the normal uses for which intended.  Materials, supplies and equipment shall be manufactured in accordance with the best commercial practices and standards for this type of materials, supplies, and equipment.


4. DELIVERY REQUIREMENTS 


4.1 STANDARD OF QUALITY AND CONSISTENCY OVER TERM OF CONTRACT


If, in the sole judgment of the Purchasing Activity or the Purchaser, any item is determined not to be an equal, the Purchaser may take any or all of the following actions:


a. the product may be returned at Contractor’s expense; and

b. the Contract may be terminated without any liability to the State of Washington or Purchaser.

4.2 TAXES, FEES AND LICENSES


After award of Contract, and prior to commencing performance under the Contract, the Contractor shall pay for and maintain in a current status any licenses, fees, assessments, permit charges, etc., which are necessary for Contract performance.  It is the Contractor's sole responsibility to maintain licenses and to monitor and determine any changes or the enactment of any subsequent regulations for said fees, assessments, or charges and to immediately comply with said changes or regulations during the entire term of this Contract.


4.3 MINORITY AND WOMEN’S BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (MWBE) PARTICIPATION 


With each invoice for payment and within thirty (30) days of Purchaser’s request, Contractor shall provide Purchaser an Affidavit of Amounts Paid. The Affidavit of Amounts Paid shall either state the Contractor still maintains its MWBE certification, or state that its Subcontractor(s) still maintain(s) its/their MWBE certification(s) and specify the amounts paid to each certified MWBE Subcontractor under this Contract. Contractor shall maintain records supporting the Affidavit of Amounts Paid in accordance with this Contract’s Retention of Records requirements. 

4.4 AUDITS


The state reserves the right to audit, or have a designated third party audit, applicable records to ensure that the state has been properly invoiced. Any remedies and penalties allowed by law to recover monies determined owed will be enforced. 


5. QUALITY ASSURANCE 


5.1 CONTRACTOR COMMITMENTS, WARRANTIES AND REPRESENTATIONS

Any written commitment by Contractor within the scope of this Contract shall be binding upon Contractor. Failure of Contractor to fulfill such a commitment may constitute breach and shall render Contractor liable for damages under the terms of this Contract. For purposes of this section, a commitment by Contractor includes:  (i) Prices, discounts, and options committed to remain in force over a specified period of time; and (ii) any warranty or representation made by Contractor in its Response or contained in any Contractor or manufacturer publications, written materials, schedules, charts, diagrams, tables, descriptions, other written representations, and any other communication medium accompanying or referred to in its Response or used to effect the sale to Purchaser.


5.2 WARRANTIES


Contractor warrants that all materials, supplies, services and/or equipment provided under this Contract shall be fit for the purpose(s) for which intended, for merchantability, and shall conform to the requirements and specifications herein.  Acceptance of any materials, supplies, service and/or equipment, and inspection incidental thereto, by the Purchaser shall not alter or affect the obligations of the Contractor or the rights of the Purchaser.


5.3 COST OF REMEDY

Cost of Remedying Defects: All defects, indirect and consequential costs of correcting, removing or replacing any or all of the defective materials or equipment will be charged against the Contractor.


6. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS


6.1 ADVERTISING

Contractor shall not publish or use any information concerning this Contract in any format or media for advertising or publicity without prior written consent from the Contract Administrator.


6.2 PROPRIETARY OR CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION


To the extent consistent with Chapter 42.56 RCW, the Public Disclosure Act, the Purchasing Activity shall maintain the confidentiality of Contractor’s information marked confidential or proprietary. If a request is made to view Contractor’s proprietary information, the Purchasing Activity will notify Contractor of the request and of the date that the records will be released to the requester unless Contractor obtains a court order enjoining that disclosure. If Contractor fails to obtain the court order enjoining disclosure, the Purchasing Activity will release the requested information on the date specified.


The Purchasing Authority’s sole responsibility shall be limited to maintaining the above data in a secure area and to notify Contractor of any request(s) for disclosure for so long as the Purchasing Activity retains Contractor’s information in the Purchasing Activity records. Failure to so label such materials or failure to timely respond after notice of request for public disclosure has been given shall be deemed a waiver by Contractor of any claim that such materials are exempt from disclosure.


6.3 NON-ENDORSEMENT AND PUBLICITY 


Neither the Purchasing Activity nor the Purchasers are endorsing the Contractor’s Products or Services, nor suggesting that they are the best or only solution to their needs. Contractor agrees to make no reference to the Purchasing Activity, any Purchaser or the state of Washington in any literature, promotional material, brochures, sales presentation or the like, regardless of method of distribution, without the prior review and express written consent of the Purchasing Activity.


6.4 PROTECTION OF CONFIDENTIAL AND PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Contractor acknowledges that some of the material and information that may come into its possession or knowledge in connection with this Contract or its performance may consist of information that is exempt from disclosure to the public or other unauthorized persons under either Chapter 42.56 RCW or other state or federal statutes (“Confidential Information”). Confidential Information includes, but is not limited to, names, addresses, Social Security numbers, e-mail addresses, telephone numbers, financial profiles, credit card information, driver’s license numbers, medical data, law enforcement records, agency source code or object code, agency security data, or information identifiable to an individual that relates to any of these types of information. Contractor agrees to hold Confidential Information in strictest confidence and not to make use of Confidential Information for any purpose other than the performance of this Contract, to release it only to authorized employees or Subcontractors requiring such information for the purposes of carrying out this Contract, and not to release, divulge, publish, transfer, sell, disclose, or otherwise make the information known to any other party without Purchaser’s express written consent or as provided by law. Contractor agrees to release such information or material only to employees or Subcontractors who have signed a nondisclosure agreement, the terms of which have been previously approved by Purchaser. Contractor agrees to implement physical, electronic, and managerial safeguards to prevent unauthorized access to Confidential Information. 


“Personal information” including, but not limited to, “Protected Health Information” (PHI) under Health Insurance Portability And Accountability Act (HIPAA), individuals’ names, addresses, phone numbers, birth dates, and social security numbers collected, used, or acquired in connection with this Contract shall be protected against unauthorized use, disclosure, modification or loss.  


HIPAA establishes national minimum standards for the use and disclosure of certain health information.  The Contractor must comply with all HIPAA requirements and rules when determined applicable by the Purchaser.  If Purchaser determines that (1) Purchaser is a “covered entity” under HIPAA, and that (2) Contractor will perform “business associate” services and activities covered under HIPAA, then at Purchaser’s request, Contractor agrees to execute Purchaser’s business associate Contract in compliance with HIPAA.


Contractor shall ensure its directors, officers, employees, Subcontractors or agents use personal information solely for the purposes of accomplishing the services set forth herein.  Contractor and its Subcontractors agree not to release, divulge, publish, transfer, sell or otherwise make known to unauthorized persons personal information without the express written consent of the Agency or as otherwise required by law.


Any breach of this provision may result in termination of the Contract and demand for return of all personal information.  The Contractor agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the State of Washington and the Purchaser for any damages related to both: (1) the Contractor’s unauthorized use of personal information and (2) the unauthorized use of personal information by unauthorized persons as a result of Contractor’s failure to sufficiently protect against unauthorized use, disclosure, modification, or loss.


Contractor shall maintain a log documenting the following:  the Confidential Information received in the performance of this Contract; the purpose(s) for which the Confidential Information was received; who received, maintained and used the Confidential Information; and the final disposition of the Confidential Information. Contractor’s records shall be subject to inspection, review or audit in accordance with Retention of Records.


Purchaser reserves the right to monitor, audit, or investigate the use of Confidential Information collected, used, or acquired by Contractor through this Contract. The monitoring, auditing, or investigating may include, but is not limited to, salting databases.


Violation of this section by Contractor or its Subcontractors may result in termination of this Contract and demand for return of all Confidential Information, monetary damages, or penalties.


Immediately upon expiration or termination of this Contract, Contractor shall, at Purchaser’s option:  (i) certify to Purchaser that Contractor has destroyed all Confidential Information; or (ii) return all Confidential Information to Purchaser; or (iii) take whatever other steps Purchaser requires of Contractor to protect Purchaser’s Confidential Information.


7. GENERAL PROVISIONS


7.1 GOVERNING LAW/VENUE

This Contract shall be construed and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Washington, and the venue of any action brought hereunder shall be in the Superior Court for Thurston County.


7.2 SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Contract or any provision of any document incorporated by reference shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions of this Contract that can be given effect without the invalid provision, and to this end the provisions of this Contract are declared to be severable.


7.3 SURVIVORSHIP

All transactions executed for Products and Services provided pursuant to the authority of this Contract shall be bound by all of the terms, conditions, Prices and Price discounts set forth herein, notwithstanding the expiration of the initial term of this Contract or any extension thereof. Further, the terms, conditions and warranties contained in this Contract that by their sense and context are intended to survive the completion of the performance, cancellation or termination of this Contract shall so survive. In addition, the terms of any sections titled Overpayments to Contractor; Ownership/Rights in Data; Contractor’s Commitments, Warranties and Representations; Protection of Purchaser’s Confidential Information; Section Headings, Incorporated Documents and Order of Precedence; Publicity; Retention of Records; Patent and Copyright Indemnification; Contractor’s Proprietary Information; Disputes; and Limitation of Liability shall survive the termination of this Contract.


7.4 INDEPENDENT STATUS OF CONTRACTOR

In the performance of this Contract, the parties will be acting in their individual, corporate or governmental capacities and not as agents, employees, partners, joint venturers, or associates of one another. The parties intend that an independent contractor relationship will be created by this Contract. The employees or agents of one party shall not be deemed or construed to be the employees or agents of the other party for any purpose whatsoever. Contractor shall not make any claim of right, privilege or benefit which would accrue to an employee under Chapter 41.06 RCW, or Title 51 RCW.


7.5 GIFTS AND GRATUITIES 

Contractor shall comply with all state laws regarding gifts and gratuities, including but not limited to: RCW 43.19.1937 , RCW 43.19.1939,  RCW 42.52.150,  RCW 42.52.160, and RCW 42.52.170 under which it is unlawful for any person to directly or indirectly offer, give or accept gifts, gratuities, loans, trips, favors, special discounts, services, or anything of economic value in conjunction with state business or contract activities.  


Under RCW 43.19.1937 and the Ethics in Public Service Law, Chapter 42.52 RCW state officers and employees are prohibited from receiving, accepting, taking or seeking gifts (except as permitted by RCW 42.52.150) if the officer or employee participates in contractual matters relating to the purchase of goods or services.


7.6 IMMUNITY AND HOLD HARMLESS 

To the fullest extent permitted by law, Contractor shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless State, agencies of State and all officials, agents and employees of State, from and against all claims for injuries, death or damage to property arising out of or resulting from the performance of the contract. Contractor's obligation to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless includes any claim by Contractors’ agents, employees, representatives, or any subcontractor or its employees.


Contractor expressly agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the State for any claim arising out of or incident to Contractor's or any subcontractor's performance or failure to perform the contract. Contractor shall be required to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the State only to the extent claim is caused in whole or in part by negligent acts or omissions of Contractor.


Contractor waives its immunity under Title 51 to the extent it is required to indemnify, defend and hold harmless State and its agencies, officials, agents or employees.


7.7 PERSONAL LIABILITY

It is agreed by and between the parties hereto that in no event shall any official, officer, employee or agent of the State of Washington when executing their official duties in good faith, be in any way personally liable or responsible for any agreement herein contained whether expressed or implied, nor for any statement or representation made herein or in any connection with this agreement.


7.8 INSURANCE


7.8.1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS


Contractor shall, at their own expense, obtain and keep in force insurance as follows until completion of the Contract.  Upon request, Contractor shall furnish evidence in the form of a certificate of insurance satisfactory to the State of Washington that insurance, in the following kinds and minimum amounts, has been secured.  Failure to provide proof of insurance, as required, will result in Contract cancellation.


Contractor shall include all Subcontractors as insureds under all required insurance policies, or shall furnish separate Certificates of Insurance and endorsements for each Subcontractor.  Subcontractor(s) must comply fully with all insurance requirements stated herein.  Failure of Subcontractor(s) to comply with insurance requirements does not limit Contractor’s liability or responsibility.


All insurance provided in compliance with this Contract shall be primary as to any other insurance or self-insurance programs afforded to or maintained by the state.


7.8.2 SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS

a. Employers Liability (Stop Gap)

The Contractor will at all times comply with all applicable workers’ compensation, occupational disease, and occupational health and safety laws, statutes, and regulations to the full extent applicable and will maintain Employers Liability insurance with a limit of no less than $1,000,000.00.  The State of Washington will not be held responsible in any way for claims filed by the Contractor or their employees for services performed under the terms of this Contract.


b. Commercial General Liability Insurance

The Contractor shall at all times during the term of this Contract, carry and maintain commercial general liability insurance and if necessary, commercial umbrella insurance for bodily injury and property damage arising out of services provided under this Contract.  This insurance shall cover such claims as may be caused by any act, omission, or negligence of the Contractor or its officers, agents, representatives, assigns, or servants.


The insurance shall also cover bodily injury, including disease, illness and death, and property damage arising out of the Contractor’s premises/operations, independent Contractors, products/completed operations, personal injury and advertising injury, and contractual liability (including the tort liability of another assumed in a business Contract), and contain separation of insured’s (cross liability) conditions.


Contractor waives all rights against the State of Washington for the recovery of damages to the extent they are covered by general liability or umbrella insurance.


The limits of liability insurance shall not be less than as follows:


		General Aggregate Limits (other than products-completed operations)

		$2,000,000



		Products-Completed Operations Aggregate

		$2,000,000



		Personal and Advertising Injury Aggregate

		$1,000,000



		Each Occurrence (applies to all of the above)

		$1,000,000



		Fire Damage Limit (per occurrence)

		$     50,000



		Medical Expense Limit (any one person)

		$      5,000





7.8.3 BUSINESS AUTO POLICY (BAP)


In the event that services delivered pursuant to this Contract involve the use of vehicles, or the transportation of clients, automobile liability insurance shall be required.  The coverage provided shall protect against claims for bodily injury, including illness, disease, and death; and property damage caused by an occurrence arising out of or in consequence of the performance of this service by the Contractor, Subcontractor, or anyone employed by either.


Contractor shall maintain business auto liability and, if necessary, commercial umbrella liability insurance with a combined single limit not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence.  The business auto liability shall include Hired and Non-Owned coverage.


Contractor waives all rights against the State of Washington for the recovery of damages to the extent they are covered by business auto liability or commercial umbrella liability insurance.


7.8.4 ADDITIONAL INSURANCE PROVISIONS


All above insurance policies shall include, but not be limited to, the following provisions:


a. Additional Insured:  The State of Washington and all authorized Purchasers shall be named as an additional insured on all general liability, umbrella, excess, and property insurance policies.  All policies shall be primary over any other valid and collectable insurance.


b. Notice of Policy(ies) Cancellation/Non-renewal:  For insurers subject to Chapter 48.18 RCW (Admitted and regulated by the Washington State Insurance Commissioner) a written notice shall be given to the director of purchasing or designee forty-five (45) calendar days prior to cancellation or any material change to the policy(ies) as it relates to this Contract.  Written notice shall include the affected Contract reference number.


c. Surplus Lines:  For insurers subject to Chapter 48.15 RCW (Surplus Lines) a written notice shall be given to the director of purchasing or designee twenty (20) calendar days prior to cancellation or any material change to the policy(ies) as it relates to this Contract.  Written notice shall include the affected Contract reference number.


d. Cancellation for Non-payment to Premium:  If cancellation on any policy is due to non-payment of premium, a written notice shall be given the director of purchasing or designee ten (10) calendar days prior to cancellation.  Written notice shall include the affected Contract reference number.


e. Identification:  Policy(ies) and Certificates of Insurance shall include the affected Contract reference number.


f. Insurance Carrier Rating:  The insurance required above shall be issued by an insurance company authorized to do business within the State of Washington.  Insurance is to be placed with a carrier that has a rating of A- Class VII or better in the most recently published edition of Best’s Reports.  Any exception must be reviewed and approved by the Risk Manager for the State of Washington, by submitting a copy of the Contract and evidence of insurance before Contract commencement.  If an insurer is not admitted, all insurance policies and procedures for issuing the insurance policies must comply with Chapter 48.15 RCW and Chapter 284-15 WAC .


7.8.5 EXCESS COVERAGE


The limits of all insurance required to be provided by the Contractor shall be no less than the minimum amounts specified.  However, coverage in the amounts of these minimum limits shall not be construed to relieve the Contractor from liability in excess of such limits.


7.8.6 LIMIT ADJUSTMENTS


The state reserves the right to increase or decrease limits as appropriate.


7.9 INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE COVERAGE

The Contractor shall comply with the provisions of Title 51 RCW Industrial Insurance.  If the Contractor fails to provide industrial insurance coverage or fails to pay premiums or penalties on behalf of its employees as may be required by law, the Purchasing Activity may terminate this Contract.  This provision does not waive any of the Washington State Department of Labor and Industries (L&I) rights to collect from the Contractor.


7.10 NON DISCRIMINATION 

During the performance of this Contract, the Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal and state nondiscrimination laws, regulations and policies, including, but not limited to, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. section 12101 et. seq; the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); and, Chapter 49.60 RCW, Discrimination – Human Rights Commission.


7.11 OSHA AND WISHA REQUIREMENTS

Contractor agrees to comply with conditions of the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and, if manufactured or stored in the State of Washington, the Washington Industrial Safety and Health Act (WISHA) and the standards and regulations issued there under, and certifies that all items furnished and purchased will conform to and comply with said laws, standards and regulations.  Contractor further agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Purchasing Activity and Purchaser from all damages assessed against Purchaser as a result of Contractor’s failure to comply with those laws, standards and regulations, and for the failure of the items furnished under the Contract to so comply.


7.12 ANTITRUST 

The state maintains that, in actual practice, overcharges resulting from antitrust violations are borne by the Purchaser.  Therefore, the Contractor hereby assigns to the State of Washington any and all of the Contractor’s claims for such price fixing or overcharges which arise under federal or state antitrust laws, relating to the materials, supplies, services and/or equipment purchased under this Contract.


7.13 WAIVER

Failure or delay of the Purchasing Activity or Purchaser to insist upon the strict performance of any term or condition of the Contract or to exercise any right or remedy provided in the Contract or by law; or the Purchasing Activity’s or Purchaser’s acceptance of or payment for materials, supplies, services and/or equipment, shall not release the Contractor from any responsibilities or obligations imposed by this Contract or by law, and shall not be deemed a waiver of any right of the Purchasing Activity or Purchaser to insist upon the strict performance of the entire agreement by the Contractor. In the event of any claim for breach of Contract against the Contractor, no provision of this Contract shall be construed, expressly or by implication, as a waiver by the Purchasing Activity or Purchaser of any existing or future right and/or remedy available by law.


8. DISPUTES AND REMEDIES


8.1 PROBLEM RESOLUTION AND DISPUTES

Problems arising out of the performance of this Contract shall be resolved in a timely manner at the lowest possible level with authority to resolve such problem.  If a problem persists and cannot be resolved, it may be escalated within each organization. 


In the event a bona fide dispute concerning a question of fact arises between Purchasing Activity or the Purchaser and Contractor and it cannot be resolved between the parties through the normal escalation processes, either party may initiate the dispute resolution procedure provided herein.


The initiating party shall reduce its description of the dispute to writing and deliver it to the responding party. The responding party shall respond in writing within three (3) Business Days. The initiating party shall have three (3) Business Days to review the response. If after this review a resolution cannot be reached, both parties shall have three (3) Business Days to negotiate in good faith to resolve the dispute.


If the dispute cannot be resolved after three (3) Business Days, a Dispute Resolution Panel may be requested in writing by either party who shall also identify the first panel member. Within three (3) Business Days of receipt of the request, the other party will designate a panel member. Those two panel members will appoint a third individual to the Dispute Resolution Panel within the next three (3) Business Days.


The Dispute Resolution Panel will review the written descriptions of the dispute, gather additional information as needed, and render a decision on the dispute in the shortest practical time.


Each party shall bear the cost for its panel member and share equally the cost of the third panel member.


Both parties agree to be bound by the determination of the Dispute Resolution Panel. 


Both parties agree to exercise good faith in dispute resolution and to settle disputes prior to using a Dispute Resolution Panel whenever possible.


Purchasing Activity, the Purchaser and Contractor agree that, the existence of a dispute notwithstanding, they will continue without delay to carry out all their respective responsibilities under this Contract that are not affected by the dispute.


If the subject of the dispute is the amount due and payable by Purchaser for materials, supplies, services and/or equipment being provided by Contractor, Contractor shall continue providing materials, supplies, services and/or equipment pending resolution of the dispute provided Purchaser pays Contractor the amount Purchaser, in good faith, believes is due and payable, and places in escrow the difference between such amount and the amount Contractor, in good faith, believes is due and payable.


8.2 ADMINISTRATIVE SUSPENSION

When it is in the best interest of the state, the Purchasing Activity may at any time, and without cause, suspend the Contract or any portion thereof for a period of not more than thirty (30) calendar days per event by written notice from the Contract Administrator to the Contractor’s Representative.  Contractor shall resume performance on the next business day following the 30th day of suspension unless an earlier resumption date is specified in the notice of suspension.  If no resumption date was specified in the notice of suspension, the Contractor can be demanded and required to resume performance within the 30 day suspension period by the Contract Administrator providing the Contractor’s Representative with written notice of such demand.


8.3 FORCE MAJEURE

The term “force majeure” means an occurrence that causes a delay that is beyond the control of the party affected and could not have been avoided by exercising reasonable diligence.  Force majeure shall include acts of God, war, riots, strikes, fire, floods, epidemics, or other similar occurrences.


Exceptions:  Except for payment of sums due, neither party shall be liable to the other or deemed in breach under this Contract if, and to the extent that, such party's performance of this Contract is prevented by reason of force majeure.


Notification:  If either party is delayed by force majeure, said party shall provide written notification within forty-eight (48) hours.  The notification shall provide evidence of the force majeure to the satisfaction of the other party.  Such delay shall cease as soon as practicable and written notification of same shall likewise be provided.  So far as consistent with the Rights Reserved below, the time of completion shall be extended by Contract amendment for a period of time equal to the time that the results or effects of such delay prevented the delayed party from performing in accordance with this Contract.


Rights Reserved:  The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to authorize an amendment to this Contract, terminate the Contract, and/or purchase materials, supplies, equipment and/or services from the best available source during the time of force majeure, and Contractor shall have no recourse against the State.


8.4 ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION FEES AND COSTS

In the event that the parties engage in arbitration, mediation or any other alternative dispute resolution forum to resolve a dispute in lieu of litigation, both parties shall share equally in the cost of the alternative dispute resolution method, including cost of mediator or arbitrator. In addition, each party shall be responsible for its own attorneys’ fees incurred as a result of the alternative dispute resolution method.


8.5 NON-EXCLUSIVE REMEDIES

The remedies provided for in this Contract shall not be exclusive but are in addition to all other remedies available under law.


8.6 LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

The parties agree that neither Contractor, Purchasing Activity nor Purchaser shall be liable to each other, regardless of the form of action, for consequential, incidental, indirect, or special damages except a claim related to bodily injury or death, or a claim or demand based on patent, copyright, or other intellectual property right infringement, in which case liability shall be as set forth elsewhere in this Contract. This section does not modify any sections regarding damages or any other conditions as are elsewhere agreed to herein between the parties. The damages specified in the sections titled Termination for Default and Retention of Records are not consequential, incidental, indirect, or special damages as that term is used in this section.


Neither the Contractor, the Purchasing Activity nor Purchaser shall be liable for damages arising from causes beyond the reasonable control and without the fault or negligence of the Contractor, the Purchasing Activity or Purchaser. Such causes may include, but are not restricted to, acts of God or of the public enemy, acts of a governmental body other than the Purchasing Activity or the Purchaser acting in either its sovereign or contractual capacity, war, explosions, fires, floods, earthquakes, epidemics, quarantine restrictions, strikes, freight embargoes, and unusually severe weather; but in every case the delays must be beyond the reasonable control and without fault or negligence of the Contractor, the Purchasing Activity or the Purchaser, or their respective Subcontractors.


If delays are caused by a Subcontractor without its fault or negligence, Contractor shall not be liable for damages for such delays, unless the Services to be performed were obtainable on comparable terms from other sources in sufficient time to permit Contractor to meet its required performance schedule.


Neither party shall be liable for personal injury to the other party or damage to the other party’s property except personal injury or damage to property proximately caused by such party’s respective fault or negligence.


8.7 FEDERAL RESTRICTIONS ON LOBBYING


Contractor certifies that under the requirements of Lobbying Disclosure Act, 2 U.S.C., Section 1601 et seq., no Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the contractor, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.


8.8 FEDERAL DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION


Contractor certifies, that neither it nor its “principals” (as defined in 49 CFR. 29.105 (p) is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency. Please reference Appendix H Debarment Certificate (see Part One, IFB document).

9. CONTRACT TERMINATION


9.1 MATERIAL BREACH

A Contractor may be terminated for cause by the Purchasing Activity, at the sole discretion of the Contract Administrator, for failing to perform a contractual requirement or for a material breach of any term or condition.  Material breach of a term or condition of the Contract may include but is not limited to:


a. Contractor failure to perform services or deliver materials, supplies, or equipment by the date required or by an alternate date as mutually agreed in a written amendment to the Contract; 


b. Contractor failure to carry out any warranty or fails to perform or comply with any mandatory provision of the contract; 


c. Contractor becomes insolvent or in an unsound financial condition so as to endanger performance hereunder; 


d. Contractor becomes the subject of any proceeding under any law relating to bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization, or relief from creditors and/or debtors that endangers the Contractor’s proper performance hereunder; 


e. Appointment of any receiver, trustee, or similar official for Contractor or any of the Contractor’s property and such appointment endangers the Contractor’s proper performance hereunder; 


f. A determination that the Contractor is in violation of federal, state, or local laws or regulations and that such determination renders the Contractor unable to perform any aspect of the Contract.


9.2 OPPORTUNITY TO CURE

In the event that Contractor fails to perform a contractual requirement or materially breaches any term or condition, the Purchasing Activity may issue a written cure notice.  The Contractor may have a period of time in which to cure.  The Purchasing Activity is not required to allow the Contractor to cure defects if the opportunity for cure is not feasible as determined solely within the discretion of the Purchasing Activity. Time allowed for cure shall not diminish or eliminate Contractor's liability for damages, or otherwise affects any other remedies available against Contractor under the Contract or by law.


If the breach remains after Contractor has been provided the opportunity to cure, the Purchasing Activity may do any one or more of the following:


a. Exercise any remedy provided by law;


b. Terminate this Contract and any related Contracts or portions thereof;


c. Procure replacements and impose damages as set forth elsewhere in this Contract;


d. Impose actual damages;


e. Suspend or bar Contractor from receiving future Solicitations or other opportunities; and

f. Require Contractor to reimburse the state for any loss or additional expense incurred as a result of default or failure to satisfactorily perform the terms of the Contract.


9.3 TERMINATION FOR CAUSE

In the event the Contract Administrator, in its sole discretion, determines that the Contractor has failed to comply with the conditions of this Contract in a timely manner or is in material breach, the Contract Administrator has the right to suspend or terminate this Contract, in part or in whole. The Contract Administrator shall notify the Contractor in writing of the need to take corrective action. If corrective action is not taken within thirty (30) calendar days or as otherwise specified by the Contract Administrator, or if such corrective action is deemed by the Contract Administrator to be insufficient, the Contract may be terminated. The Contract Administrator reserves the right to suspend all or part of the Contract, withhold further payments, or prohibit the Contractor from incurring additional obligations of funds during investigation of the alleged breach and pending corrective action by the Contractor or a decision by the Contract Administrator to terminate the Contract. 


In the event of termination, the Purchasing Activity shall have the right to procure for all Purchasers any replacement materials, supplies, services and/or equipment that are the subject of this Contract on the open market.  In addition, the Contractor shall be liable for damages as authorized by law including, but not limited to, any price difference between the original contract and the replacement or cover contract and all administrative costs directly related to the replacement contract, e.g., cost of the competitive bidding, mailing, advertising and staff time.


If it is determined that: (1) the Contractor was not in material breach; or (2) failure to perform was outside of Contractor's or its Subcontractor’s control, fault or negligence, the termination shall be deemed to be a "Termination for Convenience". The rights and remedies of the Purchasing Activity and/or the Purchaser provided in this Contract are not exclusive and are in addition to any other rights and remedies provided by law. 


9.4 TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE

Except as otherwise provided in this Contract, the Purchasing Activity, at the sole discretion of the Contract Administrator, may terminate this Contract, in whole or in part by giving thirty (30) calendar days or other appropriate time period written notice beginning on the second day after mailing to the Contractor.  If this Contract is so terminated, Purchasers shall be liable only for payment required under this Contract for properly authorized services rendered, or materials, supplies and/or equipment delivered to and Accepted by the Purchaser prior to the effective date of Contract termination.  Neither the Purchasing Activity nor the Purchaser shall have any other obligation whatsoever to the Contractor for such termination.  This Termination for Convenience clause may be invoked by the Purchasing Activity when it is in the best interest of the State of Washington.


9.5 TERMINATION FOR WITHDRAWAL OF AUTHORITY

In the event that the Purchasing Activity and/or Purchaser’s authority to perform any of its duties is withdrawn, reduced, or limited in any way after the commencement of this Contract and prior to normal completion, the Purchasing Activity may terminate this Contract, in whole or in part, by [seven (7) calendar days or other appropriate time period] written notice to Contractor.


9.6 TERMINATION FOR NON-ALLOCATION OF FUNDS


If funds are not allocated to Purchaser(s) to continue this Contract in any future period, Purchasing Activity may terminate this Contract by seven (7) calendar days or other appropriate time period written notice to Contractor or work with Contractor to arrive at a mutually acceptable resolution of the situation. Purchaser will not be obligated to pay any further charges for materials, supplies, services and/or equipment including the net remainder of agreed to consecutive periodic payments remaining unpaid beyond the end of the then-current period. Purchasing Activity and/or Purchaser agrees to notify contractor in writing of such non-allocation at the earliest possible time. 


No penalty shall accrue to the Purchaser in the event this section shall be exercised.  This section shall not be construed to permit Purchasing Activity to terminate this Contract in order to acquire similar materials, supplies, services and/or equipment from a third party.


9.7 TERMINATION FOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Purchasing Activity may terminate this Contract by written notice to Contractor if it is determined, after due notice and examination, that any party to this Contract has violated  Chapter 42.52 RCW , Ethics in Public Service, or any other laws regarding ethics in public acquisitions and procurement and performance of contracts. In the event this Contract is so terminated, the Purchasing Activity and /or Purchaser shall be entitled to pursue the same remedies against Contractor as it could pursue in the event that the Contractor breaches this Contract.


9.8 TERMINATION PROCEDURE

In addition to the procedures set forth below, if the Purchasing Activity terminates this Contract, Contractor shall follow any procedures the Contract Administrator specifies in the termination notice.


Upon termination of this Contract and in addition to any other rights provided in this Contract, Contract Administrator may require the Contractor to deliver to the Purchaser any property specifically produced or acquired for the performance of such part of this contract as has been terminated. The provisions of the "Treatment of Assets" clause shall apply in such property transfer.


The Purchaser shall pay to the Contractor the agreed upon price, if separately stated, for completed work and service(s) Accepted by the Purchaser, and the amount agreed upon by the Contractor and the Purchaser for (i) completed materials, supplies, services rendered and/or equipment for which no separate price is stated, (ii) partially completed materials, supplies, services rendered and/or equipment, (iii) other materials, supplies, services rendered and/or equipment which are Accepted by the Purchaser, and (iv) the protection and preservation of property, unless the termination is for cause, in which case the Purchasing Activity and the Purchaser shall determine the extent of the liability of the Purchaser. Failure to agree with such determination shall be a dispute within the meaning of the "Disputes" clause of this contract. The Purchaser may withhold from any amounts due the Contractor such sum as the Contract Administrator and Purchaser determine to be necessary to protect the Purchaser against potential loss or liability.


The rights and remedies of the Purchasing Activity and/or the Purchaser provided in this section shall not be exclusive and are in addition to any other rights and remedies provided by law or under this contract.


After receipt of a termination notice, and except as otherwise expressly directed in writing by the Contract Administrator, the Contractor shall:


a. Stop all work, order fulfillment, shipments, and deliveries under the Contract on the date, and to the extent specified, in the notice;


b. Place no further orders or subcontracts for materials, services, supplies, equipment and/or facilities in relation to the Contract except as is necessary to complete or fulfill such portion of the Contract that is not terminated; 


c. Complete or fulfill such portion of the Contract that is not terminated in compliance with all contractual requirements;


d. Assign to the Purchaser, in the manner, at the times, and to the extent directed by the Contract Administrator on behalf of the Purchaser, all of the rights, title, and interest of the Contractor under the orders and subcontracts so terminated, in which case the Purchaser has the right, at its discretion, to settle or pay any or all claims arising out of the termination of such orders and subcontracts.


e. Settle all outstanding liabilities and all claims arising out of such termination of orders and subcontracts, with the approval or ratification of the Contract Administrator and/or the Purchaser to the extent Contract Administrator and/or the Purchaser may require, which approval or ratification shall be final for all the purposes of this clause;


f. Transfer title to the Purchaser and deliver in the manner, at the times, and to the extent directed by the Contract Administrator on behalf of the Purchaser any property which, if the contract had been completed, would have been required to be furnished to the Purchaser;


g. Take such action as may be necessary, or as the Contract Administrator and/or the Purchaser may direct, for the protection and preservation of the property related to this contract which is in the possession of the Contractor and in which the Purchasing Activity and/or the Purchaser has or may acquire an interest.
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1 ANNOUNCEMENT AND SPECIAL INFORMATION 


1.1 INTRODUCTION


This document consists of two parts:


Part One - Solicitation Information, with all appendices

Part Two - Model Contract

By responding to this Solicitation the Bidder agrees to read, understand, and accept all parts of the document.


This document, and all Appendices, including Appendix A – Statement of Work, will form the Contractual agreement between the Purchasing Activity and the awarded Contractor when accepted, countersigned by the state of Washington, and a copy of the notification of the same is delivered or communicated to the Apparent Successful Bidder.

1.2 SPECIAL INFORMATION

WESTERN STATES CONTRACTING ALLIANCE


The Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA) was formed in October 1992 by the state purchasing directors from fifteen Western States. The primary purpose of the alliance is to establish the means by which participating states may join together in cooperative multi-State contracting in order to achieve cost-effective and efficient acquisition of quality products and services. Cooperative purchases are developed by member states.


The WSCA WIC infant formula program rebates was first formed in 1992.  Washington State is the lead state for this WSCA Infant Formula Rebate solicitation.  As lead state, the State of Washington Department of Enterprise Services, Office of State Procurement (OSP) is responsible for the solicitation process and Contract management.  Twenty-one other states and eligible organizations have elected to participate by signing a Memo of Understanding.  The WSCA state agencies have all participated on the current Contract since 2007.  This rebid has not been expanded to include any new state agencies or eligible organizations.  Per federal regulations, no state or eligible organization can be added after the Invitation for Bid (IFB) is released to Bidders and through the end of the Contract.  This Solicitation and resulting Contract shall be governed by Washington State laws, as well as federal solicitation requirements, per 7 CFR 246.16a, Infant Formula Cost Containment. 

WIC PROGRAM AND INFANT FORMULA REBATES


The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC Program), is a federally funded program carried out pursuant to the Child Nutrition Act of 1966.  The program is funded primarily through the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).  State and local government funds are also used in some states.


WIC nutrition services are provided to participants at locally based WIC clinics.  WIC nutrition services include health and nutrition assessment, nutrition education, breastfeeding promotion and support, a prescribed supplemental food package, and referral to social and health services.  Eligibility is based on category (pregnant, breastfeeding and postpartum women, infants and children to five years of age), income at or below 185% of the federal poverty level, and the presence of health or nutrition risk factors.


1.3 ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS


In support of the State’s economic and environmental goals, although not an Award factor (unless otherwise specified herein), Bidders are encouraged to consider the following in responding to this solicitation:


· Support for a diverse supplier pool, including small, Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBE). Bidders may contact the Office of Minority and Women’s Business Enterprise to obtain information on certified firms or to become certified  

· Use of environmentally preferable goods and services to include post consumer waste and recycled content


· Products made or grown in Washington

2 SUMMARY OF OPPORTUNITY


2.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this IFB is to solicit and evaluate rebates for all physical forms (concentrated liquid, powder and Ready To Feed (RTF)) of a milk-based and soy-based infant formula that meets the requirements under 7 CFR 246.10(e) (l) (iii) and (2) (iii), and is suitable for the routine issuance to the majority of generally healthy, full term infants. This is a re-bid of existing Contract no. 06406 which was originally awarded in January 2007 and will expire September 30, 2012. 


The Purchasing Authority is releasing this Invitation for Bid for Western States Contracting Alliance on behalf of Alaska, American Samoa, Arizona, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), Delaware, District of Columbia, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA), Inter Tribal Council of Nevada (ITCN), Kansas, Maryland, Montana, Navajo Nation, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Virgin Islands, Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming, hereafter referred to as the Participating Entities.  Other entities will not be permitted to participate in this Contract.

The Purchasing Authority is seeking a per unit rebate for infant formulas that qualify for a rebate under the provisions described in this Solicitation. The Purchasing Authority will Contract on behalf of the Participating Entities with the Responsive and Responsible Bidder(s) offering the lowest Total Monthly Net Cost for Milk-based and/or Soy-based infant formulas as specified on the Bid Price Sheets, Appendix C-1 and C-2.


This IFB consists of two categories, one category is for rebates for Milk-based, non-exempt infant formula and the other category is for rebates for Soy-based, non-exempt infant formula.  Each category will be awarded separately.  The Award(s) may be with two different manufacturers (one Award for Milk-based and one Award for Soy-based) or both Milk-based and Soy-based may be with the same manufacturer.  As required by federal law, the Milk-based formula specified by the Bidder awarded the Contract will be the first choice of issuance to infants utilizing milk-based formula. Similarly, the Soy-based formula specified by the Bidder awarded the Contract for Soy-based formula will be the first choice of issuance to infants utilizing the Soy-based formula. 

The awarded Contractor(s) will pay a rebate for the manufacturer’s entire product line for that category meeting the definition of Milk-based Contract Infant Formula and/or Soy-based Contract Infant Formula. Respectively, the same percent discount by physical form awarded for their Primary Contract Infant Formula will be applied.  The Contractor will also pay rebates on any Contract Infant Formula subsequently added to the Contract following Award.

The Participating Entities will continue to purchase and/or distribute infant formula through their existing retail food delivery systems.  Participating Entities will provide guidance to local WIC clinic staff regarding policies/protocols for using Primary Contract Infant Formula as the first choice of issuance.  Current policies and/or protocols for each Participating Entity are in Appendix G. Participating Entities reserve the right to revise policies/protocols with the Award of a new Contract.  If revised, policies/protocols will be subject to United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) approval.


2.2 PURCHASERS


See Section 2.1 above for names of all Participating Entities.

2.3 CONTRACT TERM 


The initial term of this Contract is three (3) years from date of Award with the option to extend for additional term(s) or portions thereof. Extension for each additional term or portion thereof shall be exercised at the sole discretion of the Purchasing Authority upon written notice to Contractor. The Purchasing Authority reserves the right to extend with all or some of the Contractors, and the right to extend the whole Contract or portion of the whole, as solely determined by the Purchasing Authority. The total Contract term, including the initial term and all subsequent extensions, shall not exceed six (6) years unless an emergency exists and/or special circumstances require a partial term extension. 


a. The initial term of the Contract will be effective October 1, 2012 through September 30, 2015.  


b. Contract extensions will be executed eighteen (18) months in advance of Contract expiration date.

c. Contractor must respond within forty-five (45) calendar days following OSP’s notification of extension.

d. All terms and conditions of the Contract will continue in force in the event of a Contract extension.  


2.4 ESTIMATED USAGE 


Based on past usage, it is estimated that rebates paid to the Participating Entities over the initial three year term of the Contract may approximate $615,032,800. This estimate is provided solely for the purpose of assisting Bidders in preparing their Bid.  The Purchasing Authority does not represent or guarantee any minimum usage. Estimated usage data as stated herein is not binding.  Estimates are based on past usage and are not guaranteed. 

2.5 NO COSTS OR CHARGES


Costs or charges under the proposed Contract incurred before the Contract is fully executed will be the sole responsibility of the Bidder.


2.6 NO BEST AND FINAL OFFER


The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to make an Award without further discussion of the Response submitted; i.e., there will be no best and final offer request. Therefore, the Response should be submitted on the most favorable terms that Bidder intends to offer.


3 INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS


This section contains instructions for Bidders regarding the preparation and submission of a bid.


3.1 WASHINGTON ELECTRONIC BUSINESS SOLUTION (WEBS)


Bidders are solely responsible for: 


· Properly registering with the Department of Enterprise Services’ WEBS at http://www.ga.wa.gov/Business/register.htm and maintaining an accurate Vendor profile in WEBS.


· Downloading the Solicitation consisting of all Appendices and incorporated documents related to the Solicitation for which you are interested in bidding.


· Downloading all current and subsequent Amendments to the Solicitation to ensure receipt of all Solicitation documents.


Notification of Amendments to the Solicitation will only be provided to those vendors who have registered with WEBS and have downloaded the Solicitation from WEBS.  Failure to do so may result in a Bidder having incomplete, inaccurate, or otherwise inadequate information, or a bidder submitting an incomplete, inaccurate, or otherwise inadequate bid or proposal.


Bidders accept full responsibility and liability for failing to receive any Amendments resulting from their failure to register with WEBS and downloading the Solicitation from WEBS, and hold the state of Washington harmless from all claims of injury or loss resulting from such failure.


3.2 MINORITY AND WOMEN OWNED BUSINESS ENTERPRISES (MWBE) 


In accordance with the legislative findings and policies set forth in RCW 39.19, the State of Washington encourages participation in all of its Contracts by Minority and Woman Owned Business Enterprise (MWBE) firms certified by the Office of Minority and Women’s Business Enterprises (OMWBE).  While the state does not give preferential treatment, it does seek equitable representation from the minority and women’s business community.  In addition, the state welcomes participation by self-identified minority and woman owned firms and strongly encourages such firms to become certified by OMWBE.


Participation may be either on a direct basis in response to this Solicitation or as a SubContractor to a Contractor.  However, unless required by federal statutes, regulations, grants, or Contract terms referenced in the original Solicitation, no preference will be included in the evaluation of Bids, no minimum level of MWBE participation shall be required as condition for receiving an Award, and Bids will not be evaluated, rejected or considered non-responsive on that basis.  


3.3 BIDDER AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 


Bidder must designate an Authorized Representative who will be the principal point of contact for the Procurement Coordinator for the duration of the Solicitation process. This information should be provided in Appendix B Bidder Profile.

3.4 AUTHORIZED COMMUNICATION


Upon release of this solicitation, all Bidder communications concerning this Solicitation must be directed to the Procurement Coordinator. Unauthorized contact regarding this solicitation with other state employees or purchasing entities may result in disqualification. All oral and written communications will be considered unofficial and non-binding on the Purchasing Activity. Bidders should rely only on the official Solicitation and Solicitation Amendments, if applicable.

3.5 BIDDER COMMUNICATION RESPONSIBILITIES


Bidders are responsible for communicating to the Procurement Coordinator any issues, exceptions, additions, or omissions concerning the Solicitation on or before “Questions Due” date and time.  Where requirements appear to prohibit or restrict your firm’s participation, an explanation of the issue with suggested alternative language should be submitted in writing to the Procurement Coordinator by the “Questions Due” date and time (defined in Section 5.2 Projected Schedule of Events). If changes result, written Amendments will be made by the Procurement Coordinator and provided by posting them on WEBS as indicated above.

Bidders are encouraged to communicate as early in the process as possible in order to give OSP an appropriate period of time to consider and respond.  OSP is not required to respond to questions asked after the “Questions Due” date and time.


Additionally, failure to notify the Purchasing Activity by the deadline may be considered by the Purchasing Activity to be a waiver of the issue by the Bidder for protest purposes. If Bidder submissions result in changes to the Solicitation, written Amendments will be issued and posted on WEBS.


3.6 BIDDER RESPONSIVENESS 


Bidder must respond to each question/requirement contained in this Solicitation. Failure to comply with any applicable item may result in the Response being deemed non-responsive and disqualified.


The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to consider the actual level of Bidder’s compliance with the requirements specified in this Solicitation and to waive informalities in a Bid or Proposal.  Informality is an immaterial variation from the exact requirements of the competitive solicitation, having no effect or merely a minor or negligible effect on the evaluation and quality, quantity, or delivery of the supplies or performance of the services being procured, and the correction or waiver of which would not affect the relative standing of, or be otherwise prejudicial to Bidders.


3.7 WITHDRAWAL OR MODIFICATION OF RESPONSE


Bidders are liable for all errors or omissions contained in their Responses.


a. After bid submittal but prior to bid opening

Bidder may modify or withdraw his/her Bid  at any time prior to the due date and time set for bid opening by providing a written request to the Procurement Coordinator from an authorized representative of the Bidder (Re-codified WAC 200-300-105). 

b. After bid opening

No Bid shall be altered or amended.  The Purchasing Activity may allow a Bid to be withdrawn if the Bidder demonstrates that the prices were miscalculated.  A low Bidder who claims error and fails to enter into a Contract with the State of Washington may not participate in bidding on the same commodity or service if the solicitation is subsequently reissued by the Purchasing Activity (Re-codified WAC 200-300-110).


4 SOLICITATION OVERVIEW

4.1 ACQUISITION AUTHORITY


The Washington State Department of Enterprise Services, Office of State Procurement issues this Solicitation acting under the authority of its enabling legislation Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 43.19 which establishes DES and regulates the manner in which state agencies may acquire goods and purchased services. 


4.2 SOLICITATION AMENDMENTSS


Prior to submittal due date and time, the Purchasing Activity reserves the right to change portions of this Solicitation.  Any changes or corrections will be by one or more written Amendments(s), dated, attached to or incorporated in and made a part of this Solicitation document. All changes must be authorized and issued in writing by the Purchasing Activity.  If there is any conflict between Amendments, or between an Amendments and the Solicitation, whichever document was issued last in time shall be controlling. Only Bidders who have properly registered and downloaded the original Solicitation directly via WEBS will receive notification of Amendments and other correspondence pertinent to the procurement. 


The Amendments(s), if any, will detail any additional instructions that may require the Bidder to provide additional documents, material, samples, etc., and if the Amendments must be signed and returned as a Submittal with your Bid.  When in doubt, sign and include the Amendments in the Bid along with any other required submittal documents.   


4.3 CONTRACT FORMATION


A Response submitted to this Solicitation is an offer to Contract with the Purchasing Activity. A Response becomes a Contract only when legally awarded and accepted in writing by the Purchasing Activity.  The Purchasing Activity’s expression of Award is made by the Purchasing Activity signing the signatory page and communicating a copy back to the Bidder.  If the Award needs to be clarified then the Purchasing Activity will include an accompanying Award Letter that is incorporated by reference as part of the Contract. Appendix A of this document represents a major portion of the resulting Contract, with applicable language from this section duly incorporated.

4.4 INCORPORATION OF DOCUMENTS INTO CONTRACT

This Solicitation document, any subsequent Amendments and the Bidder’s response will be incorporated into the resulting Contract.


4.5 RIGHT TO CANCEL


The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to cancel or reissue all or part of this Solicitation at any time as allowed by law without obligation or liability.

Under some circumstances cancellations are necessary and may be made without penalty to the Office of State Procurement and the State of Washington.  Solicitations may be canceled under Revised Code of Washington 43.19.1911 (4) and Awards may be cancelled under Washington Administrative Code 200-300-140.


4.6 NON-ENDORSEMENT AND PUBLICITY


In selecting a Bidder to supply goods and purchased services specified herein to the state of Washington Purchasers, neither the Purchasing Activity nor the Purchasers are endorsing the Bidder’s goods and purchased services, nor suggesting that they are the best or only solution to their needs.

5 TIMELINE


5.1 PROCUREMENT SCHEDULE


The timeline listed below is a projected schedule.  The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to change the schedule.  Notification of Amendments to the procurement schedule prior to Bid Due Date/Time, will be sent electronically to all properly registered users of the Department of Enterprise Services’ Washington’s Electronic Business Solution (WEBS) www.ga.wa.gov/webs who downloaded this Solicitation from WEBS.


		Date

		Event



		March 21,2012

		Issue Solicitation Document (Download from www.ga.wa.gov/webs )






		April 4, 2012 

		Bidders’ Written Questions Due (2:00 pm PST)



		As Needed-up until April 19, 2012

		Clarifications and Written Responses to Bidders Questions by Amendment #1, to be posted to WEBS by April 19, 2012



		April 26, 2012

		Bid Submittals Due (2:00 pm PST) and Public Bid Opening



		April 27, 2012

		Bid Evaluations Begins



		May 3, 2012

		Notice of Intent to Award Issued 



		May 10, 2012

		Anticipated Award Date



		October 1, 2012

		Contract Start Date  





5.2 BIDDER’S QUESTIONS AND INQUIRES

All questions related to the Solicitation are to be directed to the Procurement Coordinator.  Any resulting changes to the bid document(s) will be issued via a written Amendments and notification of Amendments(s) will be posted on The Purchasing Authority’s Washington’s Electronic Business Solution (WEBS) system.  All inquiries are to be in writing/email and shall reference the appropriate section and paragraph number. Questions must be submitted within the timeframe noted in the above Procurement Schedule in order to be considered in the response Amendments #1. Only answers/clarifications/changes provided by written Amendments to the Solicitation document(s) are binding. Oral and written interpretations (including e-mail) have no legal effect. 

6 PREPARATION OF RESPONSE


6.1 SUBMISSION OF RESPONSE


Original, signed (in ink), sealed, labeled Bid Response must be received at the specified location on or before the Bid Due date and time as identified herein. Bidder bears all responsibility for including all submittal documents with their Bid Submittal. Time of receipt will be determined by the official time stamp located at the Purchasing Activity.  If a Bid Response is late or received at a location other than that specified, it shall be rejected and returned unopened.  In the event the official time clock is unavailable, the Bid clerk may establish the official time and take reasonable steps to ensure the integrity of the Response receipt is preserved.


6.2 BID SUBMITTAL FORMAT


In addition to a hard copy submittal of the bid Price Sheets, Bidder should also submit a copy of the completed Bid Price Sheet(s) in MS Excel Format (See Appendix C) on a CD or flash drive.

In the event that the hard copy of the Bid Price Sheets and the electronic copy of the Bid Price Sheets do not agree, the hard copy with wet signature will prevail.


Hard copy Bid Responses must be legible and completed in ink or with electronic printer or other similar office equipment, and properly signed by an authorized representative of the Bidder.  Electronic copies of the Bid Price Sheets should be submitted in the format described in the solicitation (for example MS Word, MS Excel, but not PDF). All changes and/or erasures shall be initialed in ink.  Unsigned Bid Responses will be rejected on opening unless satisfactory evidence was submitted clearly establishing the Bidder’s desire and intent to be bound by the Response, such as a signed cover letter.  Incomplete or illegible Responses may be rejected.


Note: In a joint effort to save costs, reduce waste and produce energy savings, Bidders are encouraged to use double-sided printing and recycled materials.  Bidders are highly encouraged to refrain from submitting Responses in 3-ring binders, spiral bindings, and/or other non-recyclable presentation folders.


6.3 BID IDENTIFICATION AND DELIVERY


To facilitate proper delivery and processing, Bids must be delivered in sealed envelopes, boxes or other method of sealed containment addressed to the Purchasing Activity with the following information clearly identified on the outside of the package:

· Bidder’s Name


· Bidder’s Address


· Solicitation Name & Number


· Bid Due Date and Time


Purchasing Activity physical delivery location:

		Department of Enterprise Services 


Office of State Procurement


1500 Jefferson Street SE, Third Floor

Olympia, WA 98501-2355

   Attn: Kevyn L. Davidson







6.4 BID OPENING PROTOCOL 

Per WAC-200-300-100, on the date indicated in the solicitation document, at the time and location indicated in same, all Bids will be publicly opened and only pertinent information, as determined by the Purchasing Activity, for recording purposes necessary to comply with Federal requirements, will be read aloud. In accordance with the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, as amended through Public Law 111-296-December 13, 2010 124 Stat. 3255 (B) (II)-(iii), all bid packages properly and timely received according to IFB instructions on or before the bid due date and time will be publicly opened and read at the date and time stated above. The pertinent information read at the bid opening will consist of Bidder’s name, product name being bid, physical form, unit size, Manufacturer’s Lowest National Wholesale Price, rebate bid per unit, net cost per unit and total net cost per month as found on Bidder’s Bid Price Sheets for milk-based infant formula and/or soy-based infant formula.


NOTE: Response information, including Bid Price Sheets, will not be made available for public disclosure until after Award of the Contract consistent with RCW 43.19.1911(8).  After Award, information regarding results of the Solicitation may be obtained by contacting the Procurement Coordinator.


6.5 CONTRACT INFORMATION AVAILABILITY AFTER AWARD

Upon Award, electronic notification may be sent to all Bidders. After Award, information regarding results of the Solicitation may be obtained by accessing www.ga.wa.gov  or by contacting the Procurement Coordinator. Bidders may submit a public disclosure request to either schedule an appointment to review the procurement file or obtain specific documents.


6.6 BID PRICING 


Pricing and rebates submitted in response to this Solicitation must include all cost components associated with the goods and/or services described in this Solicitation.


Failure to identify all costs in a manner consistent with the instructions in this Solicitation is sufficient grounds for disqualification. 

7 SUBMITTALS, BID EVALUATION AND AWARD

7.1 REQUIRED SUBMITTALS


a) AUTHORIZED OFFER AND CONTRACT SIGNATURE PAGE


Subject to WAC 200-300-060, Bidders must establish their intent to be bound by their Response. As the preferred method of communicating their intent, Bidders must print, sign, and include with their Response a hard copy of the Authorized Offer and Contract Signature Page.


Washington State law and this Solicitation requires the Response to have an original wet ink signature(s) (preferably blue ink) that demonstrates the Bidder’s firm offer commitment and acknowledgement and acceptance of the resulting Contract’s terms and conditions as written by the state. The Purchasing Activity treats Responses as firm offer commitments for the Purchasing Activity’s review and evaluation that will result in an Award if accepted and awarded by the Purchasing Activity in full or part.


The Procurement Coordinator will review for compliance with laws, code, and material aspects of the Solicitation.  Bidders failing to sign their Response as indicated above may be disqualified from receiving an Award.


b) Bidder Profile


Provide a completed, signed hard copy of the Bidder Profile form (see Appendix B) with the Bid Response. The Bidder Profile aids the Purchasing Authority in its responsibility analysis as it includes important Bidder information (ie: business references) required for a thorough evaluation. 

The Procurement Coordinator will review all submittals for completeness. Failure to provide complete information as instructed may result in a non-responsive Bid causing the Bid to be rejected.

c) CONTRACTOR REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATION 


The Bidder will certify to the Purchasing Authority, via Appendix B, Bidder Profile, that its company is registered with the Secretary of Health and Human Services under the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act and that its infant formulas satisfy FDA requirements, are in compliance with the Infant Formula Act of 1980 and all Amendments, including all federal regulations issued pursuant to the Act.  This certification is a requirement of 7 CFR 246.10(g) and 7 CFR 246.16a(j)(2).

d) Solicitation Amendments

Bidder is to print their company name and their own name, sign and include with their Bid Response a hard copy of any Solicitation Amendments(s) that are posted after the release of the Solicitation.


Subject to WAC 200-300-060, the Amendments will include any signature pages, forms intended by the Purchasing Activity, or other instructions to be completed by the Bidder as a Submittal.  The Purchasing Activity prefers blue ink when signing this document.  Any Amendments is provided to Bidders via WEBS and may or may not require its return as a signed Submittal.  When in doubt, sign and include with your Response.  Bidder must also review and comply with the instructions detailed within any Solicitation Amendments.

The Procurement Coordinator will review for compliance with laws, code, and material aspects of the Solicitation Amendments(s).  Failure to sign the Amendments(s) as indicated or failure to comply with the requirements of the Amendments(s) as instructed may result in a non-responsive Bid causing the Bid to be rejected.

7.2 SUBMITTAL CHECKLIST

The checklist below is provided for Bidder's convenience only and identifies the documents to be included in the Bid Response.  Any Bid Response received without any one or more of these submittals may be rejected as being non-responsive. 


		Item

		Location

		Required Submittal

		(



		1

		Part One

		A hard copy of the Authorized Offer and Contract Signature Page with an original signature (See  Authorized Offer and Contract Signature Page)

		



		2

		N/A

		All required Solicitation Amendments(s), signed if requested

		



		3

		Part Two

		A completed (legal notices) hard copy of Part Two – Model Contract

		



		4

		Part One

		A hard copy of Appendix A – Statement of Work

		



		5

		Part One

		A signed, completed hard copy of Appendix B – Bidder Profile with all required documents

		



		6

		Part One

		A signed, completed hard copy of Appendix C-1 and C-2 – Bid Price Sheets, including a hard copy of the Bidder’s Nationally Published Lowest Full Truckload Wholesale Price List effective on the date and time of Bid Submittal and Opening

		



		7

		Part One

		A signed, completed hard copy of Appendix H - USDA Debarment Certification 

		





7.3 EVALUATION and AWARD overview 

In accordance with the Standard Terms and Conditions set forth in Part II, the Purchasing Activity intends to Award the Contract to the responsive and responsible Bidder offering the lowest Total Monthly Net Price as specified on the Primary Milk-Based Infant Formula Bid Price Sheet (Appendix C-1) and to the responsive and responsible Bidder offering the lowest Total Monthly Net Price as specified on the Primary Soy-Based Infant Formula Bid Price Sheet (Appendix C-2). 

The Awards will be made on an “All-or-none” basis within each category.  The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to Award the Contract either to a single supplier for both milk based and soy based, or one supplier for milk-based formula and one supplier for soy-based formula. The evaluation methodology and collection of Bid information are consistent with those required by USDA-FNS in 7 CFR 246.

No rejection notice will be sent to unsuccessful Bidders. Bidders whose Bids are determined to be non-responsive may be rejected and notified of the reasons for such rejection.


Subject to the provisions of RCW 43.19.1911 and Chapter 200-300, the Purchasing Activity reserves the right to: (1) Waive any informality; (2) Reject any or all Bids, or portions thereof;(3) Accept any portion of the items Bid unless the Bidder conspicuously stipulates all or nothing in their Bid; (4) Cancel a Solicitation and re-solicit Bids; (5)  Award on an all or none consolidated basis taking into consideration ”lifecycle costs”; and (6) Award in aggregate when in the best interest of the State. The evaluation process may not necessarily follow the particular order listed.

To aid in the Bid evaluation process, after Bid due date and time, the Purchasing Activity may seek clarification or require individual Bidders to appear at a date, time and place determined by the State for the purpose of conducting discussions to determine whether both parties have a full and complete understanding of the nature and scope of the Contractual requirements.  In no manner shall such action be construed as negotiations or an indication of the State’s intention to Award. 

7.4 Evaluation process

Phase One:  Initial Determination of Bid Responsiveness 

Responses will be reviewed initially by the Purchasing Activity to determine on a pass/fail basis compliance with administrative requirements as specified herein, to include but not limited to the following:


· Did the Bid arrive on or before the due date and time?

· Did the Bid arrive in a sealed container/envelope, clearly marked with Solicitation Name/Number?

· Was the Bid signed with an original signature on the Authorized Offer and Contract Signature Page (Bidder’s acknowledgement of obligation to Contract under Purchasing Authority’s terms and conditions if awarded)?

· Were all required Submittals materially completed and submitted in the required format, as detailed in Section 7.2 Checklist, allowing the Bid to be evaluated?

Phase Two:  Determination of Bidder Responsibility:  


Bidder Responsibility will be determined according to RCW 43.19,1911 (9), or other criteria identified in the Solicitation, which states, in part:


In determining "lowest responsible Bidder", in addition to price, the following elements shall be given consideration:

     (a) The ability, capacity, and skill of the Bidder to perform the Contract or provide the service required;

     (b) The character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the Bidder;

     (c) Whether the Bidder can perform the Contract within the time specified;

     (d) The quality of performance of previous Contracts or services;

     (e) The previous and existing compliance by the Bidder with laws relating to the Contract or        services;

     (f) Such other information as may be secured having a bearing on the decision to Award the Contract: PROVIDED, That in considering bids for purchase, manufacture, or lease, and in determining the "lowest responsible Bidder," whenever there is reason to believe that applying the "life cycle costing" technique to bid evaluation would result in lowest total cost to the state, first consideration shall be given by state purchasing activities to the bid with the lowest life cycle cost which complies with specifications. "Life cycle cost" means the total cost of an item to the state over its estimated useful life, including costs of selection, acquisition, operation, maintenance, and where applicable, disposal, as far as these costs can reasonably be determined, minus the salvage value at the end of its estimated useful life. The "estimated useful life" of an item means the estimated time from the date of acquisition to the date of replacement or disposal, determined in any reasonable manner. Nothing in this section shall prohibit any state agency, department, board, commission, committee, or other state-level entity from allowing for preferential purchase of products made from recycled materials or products that may be recycled or reused.

The Purchasing Activity reserves the right to determine at its sole discretion whether a Bidder’s Response to the requirements (responsiveness) of the Solicitation is sufficient to pass. If all responding Bidders fail to meet any single requirement, the Purchasing Activity may take reasonable steps to waive immaterial requirements for all Bidders or to reject all Bids.


During Bid evaluation, the Purchasing Activity reserves the right to make reasonable inquiry to determine the responsibility of any Bidder.  Requests may include, but are not limited to, financial statements, credit ratings, references, record of past performance, clarification of Bidder’s offer, and on-site inspection of Bidder's or Bidder's Subcontractor's facilities.  Failure to respond to said request(s) may result in Bid response being rejected as non-responsive.

7.5 BID PRICE SHEET SUBMITTALS 

Only Responses that pass Phase One and Two will be further evaluated based on the requirements in this Solicitation and as follows: 

· Bid Price Sheet(s) 1 and 2 will be evaluated to verify that all pricing cells have been completed, verify that the total cost for all line items is correct, and the Bid Price Sheet is signed.  

· The Responsive/Responsible Bidder offering the lowest Total Monthly Net Wholesale Cost will be determined to be the apparent successful Bidder. 

Bidders are required to submit pricing for all mandatory items listed on Bid Price Sheet(s) (see Appendix C). Failure to provide pricing for all items listed may be cause for Bid rejection. Bidders may submit a bid for milk-based or soy-based infant formula or both.  Bidders must submit one complete response to this IFB using the format provided herein to be considered responsive.  Bidders offering rebates on both milk-based and soy-based products are required to submit only one complete response packet including both the Bid Price Sheets (Appendices C-1 and C-2).  Bidders are specifically notified that failure to comply with any part of the IFB may be cause for Bidder’s submittal to be deemed non-responsive and therefore rejected.

7.6 BID PRICE SHEET INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS


Instructions apply to both Appendix C-1, Bid Price Sheet for Milk-Based Formula, and Appendix C-2, Bid Price Sheet for Soy-Based Formula. All Bid Price Sheets are password protected. 

Note: Appendix C-3, Display of Formulas in the Bid Price Sheets, is provided for reference only and does not need to be returned with Bid submittal. This Appendix consists of an Excel Spreadsheet used to illustrate the mathematical formulas that were used to calculate the cells on Bid Price Sheet 1 and Bid Price Sheet 2.

The data in the Bid Price Sheets provides the standardized number of units of infant formula, by physical form (liquid concentrate, powdered, and ready-to-feed). The data is equivalent to the total number of reconstituted ounces, by physical form, needed to issue the maximum monthly allowance of infant formula to infants by infant food package for the Participating Entities.  List the standardized number of units of infant formula by physical form to be bid upon (liquid concentrate, powdered and ready-to-feed). This number must be equivalent to the total number of reconstituted ounces, by physical form, needed to be issued the maximum monthly allowance of infant formula to infants by infant food package. 

Participating Entities average monthly infant participation by formula type and physical form, and total ounces for bid evaluation are provided as information to the Bidders and for evaluation purposes only.  They do not reflect actual usage.  Participating Entities do not guarantee the quantity, unit size and/or physical form purchased under the Contract.

Bidder must submit the most favorable and complete Bid for evaluation purposes by the Bid response deadline.  The Purchasing Activity is not obligated to ask for or accept, after the closing date, data that are essential for a complete and thorough evaluation.


Fill in the Bidder’s company name, the Primary Infant Formula for which the rebate is being offered, and the dollar values as requested in the instruction on the Infant Formula Bid Price Sheets.


For liquid concentrate and ready-to-feed infant formula, fill in on the line that represents the unit size of the Primary Infant Formula for which the rebate is offered.  The remaining unit sizes’ lines for liquid concentrate and ready-to-feed formulas should be left blank. 


The Bid Price Sheet will automatically sum column N to arrive at Total Net Price Per Month.


Sign in blue ink and date the Bid Price Sheet(s).  The signature must be that of a representative of the Bidder’s company authorized to make the Rebate offer.

Bid Price Sheet #1:  - Must be completely filled out, signed and returned with Bid submittal.

The prices entered in column H (on Bid Price Sheet #1) must be taken from the bidder’s nationally published best full truckload wholesale price list in effect at the time of Bid submittal/opening.  A dated copy of this price list must be provided with the Bid.

Values entered in columns H, I, J and K on Bid Price Sheet #1 must be carried out four places past the decimal.

Data entry fields are in bold in the yellow sections.  Use the tab or arrow keys to move between the fields.  Fill in only one unit size for each physical form. 


Step 1 – Bidder is to fill in the manufacturer’s name, product name, UPC code, powdered unit size, and powdered reconstituted ounce per unit.  For liquid concentrate and Ready-to-Feed, fill out the row that corresponds to the unit size of the infant formula for which the Bidder is submitting a bid.


Step 2 – Bidder is to fill in the Manufacturer’s Lowest National Wholesale Full Truckload Price.


Step 3 – Bidder is to fill in the Rebate Bid per Unit.


Step 4 – The Net Cost per Unit will automatically calculate and populate, using the following the formula:  Manufacturer’s Lowest National Wholesale Full Truckload Price minus Rebate Bid per Unit.


Step 5 – The Percent Rebate will automatically calculate and populate, using the following formula:  Rebate Bid per Unit divided by Manufacturer’s Lowest National Wholesale Full Truckload Price.


Step 6 – Bidder must sign the Bid Price Sheet. 


Bid Price Sheet #2: Must be completely filled out, signed and returned with Bid submittal.

All bolded cells will automatically populate from the information entered on page 1 of the bid sheet.  To view the formulas for the cells within this page, see Appendix C-3, Display of Formulas in Bid Sheet.  The values listed on the Infant Formula Bid Sheets and data sources for those values are explained as follows:


· Column A:  Row headers only.  


· Column B:  The unit size and physical form of infant formula for which Bids are being requested.  Values in this column are carried over from data entered on page 1, column D, Product Name Being Bid and column F, Unit Size (powdered only).


· Column C:  The reconstituted number of ounces per unit.  For powdered only, value in this column is carried over from data enter on page 1, column G, Reconstituted Ounce per Unit.


· Columns D, E and F:  The information in these cells is from 7 CFR 246.10(e)(9)(Table 1).  


· Columns G and H:  The monthly average number of infants in the Participating Entities by formula type and physical form, excluding exclusively breastfed infants and infants using Exempt infant formula.  Appendices D-1 and D-2 list the six-month average number of infants using each formula type and physical form.  The months averaged are January 2011 through June 2011.


· Column I:  Values in this column are the standardized number of total monthly reconstituted ounces by physical form for evaluation purposes. 


· Column J:  Values in this column are the standardized total number of monthly units by physical form for evaluation purposes.  


· Column K:  Bidder’s nationally published best full truckload wholesale price per unit, at the time of bid opening, for each unit size and physical form of the infant formula for which a rebate is being offered.  Values in this column are carried over from data entered on Sheet 1, column H, Manufacturer’s Lowest National Wholesale Price.

· Column L:  Rebate offered for the formula type and physical form that applies.  Values in this column are carried over from data enter on page 1, column I, Rebate Bid per Unit.


· Column M:  Values in column K less the values in column L.


· Column N:  Values in column M multiplied by the values in column J for each formula type and physical form that applies.  The column is totaled to determine the total monthly net cost for evaluation.

Bidder must sign the Bid Price Sheet.


7.7 AWARD

Awards shall be made to the Responsive and Responsible Bidder, per category, offering the lowest Total Monthly Net Wholesale Cost for a standardized number of units of infant formula. In the event more than one bidder submitted bids for the exact same Total Monthly Net Wholesale Cost, the Purchasing Authority will consult with the Participating Entities to determine what, if any, mitigating factors should be taken into consideration to break the tie.  


7.8 NOTIFICATION OF APPARENT SUCCESSFUL BIDDER


All Bidders responding to this Solicitation may be notified through an Intent to Award when the Purchasing Activity has determined the Apparent Successful Bidder(s). The date of announcement of the Apparent Successful Bidder will be the date of the notification from the Purchasing Activity.


A  Bidder’s Response to this Solicitation is a firm offer for the Purchasing Activity’s review and acceptance and no further negotiation is required to complete the Award.  


Purchasing Activity reserves the right to announce Intent to Award prior to actual Award. Should the Purchasing Activity elect to do so, notification will be made by any reasonable means including email.


Designation as an Apparent Successful Bidder does not imply that the Purchasing Activity will issue an Award to your firm.  It merely suggests that at this moment in time the Purchasing Activity believes your bid to be responsive.  This designation allows the Purchasing Activity to perform a responsibility analysis and ask for additional documentation.  The Purchasing Activity is at liberty to review and determine whether the Bid is truly responsive as initially believed.  The Bidder must not construe this as a notification of Award, impending Award, an attempt to negotiate, etc.  If you act or fail to act in reliance of this notification, you do so at your own risk and expense. 

7.9 AWARD NOTIFICATION


After all considerations, all Bidders responding to this Solicitation will be notified when the Purchasing Activity has confirmed its Award. 


The date of announcement of the Award will be the date of the electronic notification via Washington Enterprise Business Solutions (WEBS) by the Purchasing Activity.

7.10 PROTEST PROCEDURE

See Appendix K.

8 APPENDICES

		APPENDIX A - Infant Formula Statement of Work

		

[image: image2.emf]Appendix A -  Statement of Work.pdf








		APPENDIX B - Bidder Profile

		

[image: image3.emf]Appendix B - Bidder  Profile.pdf






		Appendix c - Bid Price Sheets

		

[image: image4.emf]Appendix C-1-  Milk-based Bid Sheet - New.xlsx




[image: image5.emf]Appendix C-2 -  Soy-based Bid Sheet-New.xlsx




 EMBED Excel.Sheet.12 [image: image6.emf]Apendix C-3  (Displays Formulas).xlsx
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9 CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES


We make the following certifications and assurances as a required element of the Response, to which it is attached, affirming the truthfulness of the facts declared here and acknowledging that the continuing compliance with these statements and all requirements of the Solicitation are conditions precedent to the Award or continuation of the resulting Contract.


1. We have read, understand, and agree to abide by all information contained in Part One- Solicitation Information, Part Two - Model Contract Information, all Appendices and any Amendments issued to this Invitation for Bid.


2. The prices in this Bid Response have been arrived at independently, without, for the purpose of restricting competition, any consultation, communication, or agreement with any other offeror or competitor relating to (i) those prices, (ii) the intention to submit an offer, or (iii) the methods or factors used to calculate the prices offered. The prices in this Bid Response have not been and will not be knowingly disclosed by the offeror, directly or indirectly, to any other offeror or competitor before Bid Opening unless otherwise required by law. No attempt has been made or will be made by the offeror to induce any other concern to submit or not to submit an offer for the purpose of restricting competition. However, we may freely join with other persons or organizations for the purpose of presenting a single Bid Response.


3. The attached Bid Response is a firm offer for a period of 90 days following the Bid Response Due Date specified in the Solicitation, and it may be accepted by the Purchasing Activity without negotiation (except where obviously required by lack of certainty in key terms) at any time within the 90-day period. In the case of protest, our Bid Response will remain valid for 180 days or until the protest and any related court action is resolved, whichever is later.


4. In preparing this Response, we have not been assisted by any current or former employee of the state of Washington whose duties relate (or did relate) to the State's Solicitation, or prospective Contract, and who was assisting in other than his or her official, public capacity. Neither does such a person nor any member of his or her immediate family have any financial interest in the outcome of this Bid Response. (Any exceptions to these assurances are described in full detail on a separate page and attached to this document.)


5. We understand that the State will not reimburse us for any costs incurred in the preparation of this Bid Response. All Bid Responses become the property of the State, and we claim no proprietary right to the ideas, writings, items or samples unless so stated in the Bid Response. Submission of the attached Bid Response constitutes an acceptance of the evaluation criteria and an agreement to abide by the procedures and all other administrative requirements described in the Solicitation document.


6. We understand that any Contract awarded, as a result of this Bid Response will incorporate all the Solicitation requirements. Submission of a Bid Response and execution of this Certifications and Assurances document certify our willingness to comply with the Contract terms and conditions appearing in Parts One and Two, all Appendices, and any Amendments to the Invitation for Bid if selected as a Contractor. It is further understood that our standard Contract will not be considered as a replacement for the terms and conditions appearing in Parts One and Two, and all Appendices of this Solicitation.


7. By submitting this Bid, Bidder hereby offers to furnish materials, supplies, services and/or equipment in compliance with all terms, conditions, and specifications contained in this Solicitation.

8. We are NOT submitting any Contract exceptions.


10 AUTHORIZED OFFER AND CONTRACT SIGNATURE PAGE


In submitting this Bid Response, the Authorized Signatory below acknowledges having read and understood the entire Solicitation and agrees to comply with the terms and conditions of the Solicitation including Certifications and Assurances.  The Authorized Signatory also agrees to fulfill the offer made in this Bid Response and any subsequently awarded Contract.

The signatory below represents that he/she has the authority to bind the entity named below to the Bid Response submitted and any Contract awarded as a result of this Solicitation. This offer is being tendered for: Milk-Based Non Exempt Infant Formula ____ Soy-Based Non Exempt Infant Formula____    Both Milk-Based  Non Exempt Infant Formula and  Soy-Based Non Exempt Infant Formula____

		

		

		     



		Bidder Signature

		

		Date



		     

		

		     

     

     



		Print or Type Name

		

		



		                                                     

		

		



		Title                                               Email                           

		

		Company Name & Address








+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


CONTRACT AWARD AND SIGNATURE

(For State of Washington Use Only)


A Contract is hereby awarded between Purchasing Activity and the above entity for the following category of Non Exempt Infant Formula:

Milk-Based_____             Soy-Based_____           Both Milk-Based and Soy-Based_____

		Contract Effective Date: October 1, 2012





Purchasing Activity Authorized Signatures


		

		

		



		Procurement Coordinator Signature

		

		Unit Manager Signature 



		Kevyn L. Davidson

		

		Cheral Jones



		Print or Type Name

		

		Print or Type Name



		     

		

		     



		Date

		

		Date
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			Appendix E: Number of:


			Infants Participating, Infants Exclusively Breastfeeding, and Infants Issued Exempt Infant Formula


			Participating Entities*			Total Infants Participating**			Infants Exclusively Breastfeeding			Infants Issued Exempt Infant Formula


			Alaska			6,209			924			194


			American Samoa			1,092			73			0


			Arizona			43,147			5,054			2,732


			Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands (CNMI)			812			95			17


			Delaware			5,675			341			475


			District of Columbia			4,758			145			477


			Guam			1,793			229			23


			Hawaii			8,535			1,765			291


			Idaho			9,987			3,167			322


			Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA)			2,473			354			71


			Inter Tribal Council of Nevada (ITCN)			388			24			13


			Kansas			18,783			2,165			928


			Maryland			35,815			3,192			2,169


			Montana			4,628			1,061			340


			Navajo Nation			2,454			438			87


			Nevada			17,477			1,448			1,022


			Oregon			23,632			6,537			1,092


			Utah			17,156			4,995			1,127


			Virgin Islands			1,148			47			68


			Washington			38,132			6,739			1,449


			West Virginia			11,668			1,187			1,031


			Wyoming			3,014			630			248


			Totals			258,776			40,610			14,176


			* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011).  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.


			** Average monthly number of total infants participating taken from the Monthly Data for Agency Level Participation, Preliminary for FY 2011, as of February 1, 2012.  View at: http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/wicmain.htm





&RState of Washington Solicitation  05411
WSCA/WIC Infant Formula Rebate Contract





Sheet2


			








Sheet3


			










_1400487120.pdf




 
 Form AD-1048 (1/92) 



 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
  
 
 Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility 
 and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered Transactions  
  
 
 
This certification is required by the regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension, 7 
CFR part 3017, Section 3017.510, Participants' responsibilities.  The regulations were published as Part IV of the 
January 30, 1989, Federal Register (pages 4722-4733).  Copies of the regulations may be obtained by contacting the 
Department of Agriculture agency with which this transaction originated. 
 
 (BEFORE COMPLETING CERTIFICATION, READ INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE) 
 
(1) The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor 



its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency. 



 
(2) Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this 



certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Organization Name PR/Award Number or Project Name                       
 
 
 
 
 
  



Name(s) and Title(s) of Authorized Representative(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Signature(s) Date                          











 
 
 Form AD-1048 (1/92) 2 



 Instructions for Certification 
 
1. By signing and submitting this form, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set 
out on the reverse side in accordance with these instructions. 
 
2. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 
transaction was entered into.  If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered 
an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or 
agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or 
debarment. 
 
3. The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to which this 
proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous 
when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances. 
 
4. The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended," "ineligible," "lower tier covered transaction," 
"participant," "person," "primary covered transaction," "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used 
in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive 
Order 12549.  You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of 
those regulations. 
 
5. The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this form that, should the proposed covered 
transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is 
debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, 
unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated. 
 
6. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this form that it will include this clause 
titled "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered 
Transaction," without modification, in all lower tier covered transaction and in all solicitations for lower tier covered 
transactions. 
 
7. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower 
tier covered transaction that is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered 
transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.  A participant may decide the method and frequency 
by which it determines the eligibility of its principals.  Each participant may, but is not required to, check the 
Nonprocurement List. 
 
8. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in 
order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information of a participant 
is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business 
dealings. 
 
9. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered 
transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, 
ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the 
Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, 
including suspension and/or debarment. 








			orgname: 


			award: 


			name: 


			date: 


			clearform: 
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Appendix I 



Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 



Western States Contracting Alliance 
Standard Contract Terms and Conditions 



 
 
PARTICIPANTS:  The Western States Contracting Alliance (herein WSCA) is a cooperative group 
contracting consortium for state government departments, institutions, agencies and political 
subdivisions (i.e., colleges, school districts, counties, cities, etc.,) for the states of Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Utah, Washington and Wyoming.  Other states and their political subdivisions are also eligible to 
participate in WSCA contracts.  Obligations under this contract are limited to those Participating States 
who have signed a Participating Addendum where contemplated by the solicitation.  Financial 
obligations of Participating States are limited to the orders placed by the departments or other state 
agencies and institutions having available funds.  Participating States incur no financial obligations on 
behalf of political subdivisions.  Unless otherwise specified in the solicitation, the resulting award(s) will 
be permissive. 
 
QUALITY ESTIMATES:  WSCA does not guarantee to purchase any amount under the contract to be 
awarded.  Estimated quantities are for the purposes of submitting proposals only and are not to be 
construed as a guarantee to purchase any amount. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS:  Any deviation from specifications must be clearly indicated by offeror, otherwise, it 
will be considered that the proposal is in strict compliance.  When BRAND NAMES or manufacturers’ 
numbers are stated in the specifications they are intended to establish a standard only and are not 
restrictive unless the IFB states “No substitute”.  Bids will be considered on other makes, models or 
brands having comparable quality, style, workmanship and performance characteristics.  Alternate 
proposals offering lower quality or inferior performance will not be considered.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF BIDS:  WSCA reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids or 
parts of bids, and to waive informalities therein. 
 
NON-COLLUSION:   By signing the bid the offeror certifies that the bid l submitted, has been arrived at 
independently and has been submitted without collusion with, and without any agreement, 
understanding or planned common course of action with, any other vendor of materials, supplies, 
equipment or services described in the  Invitation for Bid, designed to limit independent bidding or 
competition. 
 
DEFAULT AND REMEDIES: Any of the following events shall constitute cause for WSCA to declare 
Contractor in default of the contract: 1. Nonperformance of contractual requirements; 2. A material 
breach of any term or condition of this contract WSCA shall issue a written notice of default providing a 
period in which Contractor shall have an opportunity to cure.  Time allowed for cure shall not diminish 
or eliminate Contractor’s liability for liquidated or other damages.  If the default remains, after 
Contractor has been provided the opportunity to cure, WSCA may do one or more of the following: 1.  
Exercise any remedy provided by law; 2. Terminate this contract and any related contracts or portions 
thereof; 3. Impose liquidated damages; 4. Suspend contractor from receiving future proposal 
solicitations. 
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Western States Contracting Alliance 
Standard Contract Terms and Conditions 
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LAWS AND REGULATIONS: Any and all supplies, services and equipment offered and furnished shall 
comply fully with all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations. 
 
CONFLICT OF TERMS: In the event of any conflict between these standard terms and conditions and any 
special terms and conditions contained in the Solicitation, the special terms and conditions shall govern.   
 
HOLD HARMLESS: The contractor shall release, protect, indemnify and hold WSCA and the respective 
states and their officers, agencies, employees, harmless from and against any damage, cost or liability, 
including reasonable attorney’s fees for any or all injuries to persons, property or claims for money 
damages arising from acts or omissions of the contractor, his employees or subcontractors or 
volunteers. 
 
GOVERNING LAW:   This procurement and the resulting agreement shall be governed by and construed 
in accordance with the laws of the state sponsoring and administering the procurement.  The 
construction and effect of any Participating Addendum or order against the contract(s) shall be 
governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the Participating Entity’s State.  Venue for 
any claim, dispute or action concerning an order placed against the contract(s) or the effect of a 
Participating Addendum shall be in the Purchasing Entity’s State. 
 
AMENDMENTS: The terms of this contract shall not be waived, altered, modified, supplemented or 
amended in any manner whatsoever without prior written approval of the WSCA Contract 
Administrator. 
 
ASSIGNMENT/SUBCONTRACT: Contractor shall not assign, sell, transfer, subcontract or sublet rights, or 
delegate responsibilities under this contract, in whole or in part, without the prior written approval of 
the WSCA Contract Administrator.  
 
NONDISCRIMINATION: The offeror agrees to abide by the provisions of Title VI and Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000e), which prohibit discrimination against any employee or applicant for 
employment, or any applicant or recipient of services, on the basis of race, religion, color, or national 
origin; and further agrees to abide by Executive Order No. 11246, as amended, which prohibits 
discrimination on basis of sex; 45 CFR 90 which prohibits discrimination on the basis of age, and Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of disabilities.  The offeror further agrees to furnish information and reports 
to requesting State(s), upon request, for the purpose of determining compliance with these statutes.  
Offeror agrees to comply with each individual state’s certification requirements, if any, as stated in the 
special terms and conditions.  This contract may be canceled if the offeror fails to comply with the 
provisions of these laws and regulations.  The offeror must include this provision in very subcontract 
relating to purchases by the States to insure that subcontractors and vendors are bound by this 
provision.  
 
SEVERABILITY: If any provision of this contract is declared by a court to be illegal or in conflict with any 
law, the validity of the remaining terms and provisions shall not be affected; and the rights and 
obligations of the parties shall be construed and enforced as if the contract did not contain the 
particular provision held to be invalid.  
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FORCE MAJEURE: Neither party to this contract shall be held responsible for delay or default caused by 
fire, riot, acts of God and/or war which is beyond that party’s reasonable control.  WSCA may terminate 
this contract after determining such delay or default will reasonably prevent successful performance of 
the contract. 
FIRM PRICE: Unless otherwise stated in the special terms and conditions, for the purpose of award, 
offers made in accordance with this solicitation must be good and firm for a period of ninety (90) days 
from the date of proposal opening.  Prices must remain firm for the full term of the contract. 
 
EXTENSION OF PRICES: In the case of error in the extension of prices in the proposal, the unit prices will 
govern. 
 
PROPOSAL PREPARATION COSTS: WSCA is not liable for any costs incurred by the offeror in proposal 
preparation. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST: The contractor certifies that it has not offered or given any gift or 
compensation prohibited by the state laws of any WSCA participants to any officer or employee of 
WSCA or participating states to secure favorable treatment with respect to being awarded this contract. 
 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR: The contractor shall be an independent contractor, and as such shall have 
no authorization, express or implied to bind WSCA or the respective states to any agreements, 
settlements, liability or understanding whatsoever, and agrees not to perform any acts as agent for 
WSCA or the states, except as expressly set forth herein. 
 
DEBARMENT:  The contractor certifies that neither it nor its principals are presently debarred, 
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in 
this transaction (contract) by any governmental department or agency.  If the contractor cannot certify 
this statement, attach a written explanation for review by WSCA. 
 
AUDIT OF RECORDS: The contractor agrees to allow WSCA, State and Federal auditors, and state agency 
staff access to all the records to this contract, for audit and inspection, and monitoring of services.  Such 
access will be during normal business hours, or by appointment. 
 
ENTITY PARTICIPATION:  Use of specific WSCA cooperative contracts by state agencies, political 
subdivisions and other entities (including cooperatives) authorized by individual state’s statutes to use 
state contracts are subject to the approval of the respective State Chief Procurement Official.  Issues of 
interpretation and eligibility for participation are solely within the authority of the respective State Chief 
Procurement Official.   
 
The following Standard WSCA Terms and Conditions were deleted as being not applicable to this IFB: 
Samples 
Cash Discount Terms 
Taxes  
Patents, Copyrights, Etc 
Award 



Cancellation 
Order Numbers 
Delivery 
Warranty 



Inspection 
Hazardous Chemical Information 
Participation by Political 
Subdivisions 
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PROTEST PRIOR TO AWARD 



PROTEST PRIOR TO AWARD CRITERIA 



Protests prior to Award will be considered only if the protest concerns: 



1. the bid of another Bidder, 
2. the specifications or 
3. the manner in which the solicitation process has been conducted. 



INITIATING THE PROTEST PROCESS PRIOR TO AWARD 



The protesting Bidder must notify the State Procurement Coordinator in charge of the 
solicitation of his/her intent to file a protest as soon as possible after he/she becomes 
aware of the reason(s) for the protest.  The protest(s) must be received in writing by the 
State Procurement Coordinator not later than five (5) business days after the Bidder’s 
notification to the State Procurement Coordinator of the intent to protest.  



If Intent to Award is announced, any protest must be received in writing by the State 
Procurement Coordinator not later than five (5) business days after the announcement or 
as otherwise specified in the Solicitation document. 



If a protest is not received within these time frames it will be untimely and the State 
Procurement Coordinator may proceed with the award without further obligation. 



The Procurement Coordinator will consider all the facts available and issue a decision in 
writing within ten (10) business days after receipt of the protest, unless more time is 
needed. 



If additional time is necessary the State Procurement Coordinator will notify the 
protesting Bidder and, where applicable, the Bidder(s) against whom the protest is made. 



APPEAL OF PROTEST PRIOR TO AWARD DECISION 



The protesting Bidder or the Bidder against whom the protest is made has the right to 
appeal the decision of the State Procurement Coordinator to the DES Assistant  Director in 
charge of the Office of State Procurement.  



The appeal must be received by the DES Assistant Director within five (5) business days 
after notification of the State Procurement Coordinator's decision.  



The DES Assistant Director will consider all of the facts available and issue a decision in 
writing within ten (10) business days after receipt of the appeal, unless more time is 
needed. The appealing Bidder will be notified if additional time is necessary. 



Award of the contract will be postponed until after the DES Assistant Director has issued a 
decision unless an emergency exists necessitating the award of the contract as 
determined by the DES Assistant Director. 



The decision of the DES Assistant Director on the protest appeal is final.  The DES Assistant 
Director may issue further clarifications if determined necessary.  
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1.1 PROTEST AFTER AWARD 



PROTEST AFTER AWARD CRITERIA 



Protests after Award will be considered only if the protest concerns: 



1. A matter which arises after the Award or  
2. Could not reasonably have been known or discovered prior to Award. 



INITIATING THE PROTEST PROCESS AFTER AWARD 



The protesting Bidder must notify both the State Procurement Coordinator in charge of 
the solicitation process and the Bidder that has received the Award that a protest of the 
Award is being made.  This notification must be made as soon as possible after the Notice 
of Award is issued by an immediate communication method such as telephone or e-mail.  
The protesting Bidder must provide documentation demonstrating that they have notified 
the Bidder that has received the Award of their protest. 



In addition to the above notification requirement, the written protest must be received by 
the DES Assistant Director in charge of the Office of State Procurement not later than five 
(5) business days after Notice of Award is issued by the Office of State Procurement.  



The DES Assistant Director will: 



Issue a decision on the protest within ten (10) business days after the protest was 
received, unless more time is needed. 



The protesting Bidder and the Bidder who has received the Award shall be notified of any 
delay in issuing the DES Assistant Director’s decision if more time is needed. 



The decision of the DES Assistant Director is final if the award is upheld.  The DES Assistant 
Director may subsequently issue further clarifications, if necessary. 



If the DES Assistant Director finds that the protest should be upheld and the Award 
canceled, all Bidders, including the protesting Bidder and the Bidder who received the 
Award, will be notified of the intent to cancel the Award and the reasons therefore.  



1.2 AWARDED BIDDER APPEAL PROCESS 



The Bidder who has received the Award has five (5) business days after receipt of notification of 
the intent to cancel the award in which to appeal the decision to the Director of the Department 
of Enterprise Services.  Copies of the Bidder’s appeal must also be sent to the DES Assistant 
Director and the State Procurement Coordinator responsible for the solicitation.  



The Director of Enterprise Services or designee will: 



Issue a decision  



1. to both the appealing Bidder and the original protesting Bidder 



2. within ten (10) business days after receipt of the appeal, unless more time is needed.  If 
more time is needed to issue a decision, all Bidders, including the appealing Bidder and 
the original protesting Bidder, will be notified. 
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DECISION FINAL 



The appeal decision of the Director of Enterprise Services is final.  The Director of 
Enterprise Services may subsequently issue further clarifications if necessary, 



APPEAL UPHELD AND CONTRCT AWARD UPHELD 



If the Director of Enterprise Services upholds the appeal and upholds the contract as 
awarded, the State Procurement Coordinator will notify all Bidders of the decision.   



APPEAL DENIED AND AWARD CANCELED 



If the Director of Enterprise Services upholds the decision of the DES Assistant Director, 
the Office of State Procurement will proceed with cancellation of the award.  



If the award is cancelled, the Assistant Director of DES may reject all bids, quotes or 
proposals pursuant to RCW 43.1911(4) and solicit new bids, quotes or proposals. 



If the Assistant Director of DES does not decide to reject all bids, an award will be made to 
the next lowest responsive and responsible Bidder. 



1.3 PROTEST AND APPEALS – FORM AND SUBSTANCE 



ALL PROTESTS AND APPEALS MUST: 



1. be in writing,  



2. signed by the protesting or appealing Bidder or an authorized agent 



3. delivered within the time frame(s) outlined herein 



4. addressed to that individual within the Office of State Procurement or Department 
of Enterprise Services assigned review responsibilities as specified above.  



THE PROTESTING OR APPEALING BIDDER MUST: 



1. state all facts and arguments on which the protesting or appealing Bidder is relying 
as the basis for its action 



2. attach any relevant exhibits related, or referred to in the written protest or appeal 



3. mail, fax or deliver copies of all protests, appeals, and exhibits to the Bidder or 
Bidders against whom the protest is made at the same time such protest, appeal, 
and exhibits are submitted to the Office of State Procurement or Department of 
Enterprise Services. 



 





http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.19.1911







_1400487125.pdf




 APPENDIX  L 
 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 STATE OF MARYLAND SPECIAL PROVISION REGARDING BISPHENOL-A (BPA) PROHIBITION  
            



Senate Bill 151 provides: 



 “(C) except as provided in Subsection G of this section, on or after July 1, 2014: 



 (1) The state may not purchase infant formula in containers containing more than 0.5 parts 



per billion of Bisphenol-A and 



 (2) a person may not manufacture , knowingly sell, or distribute in commerce a container of 



infant formula containing more than 0.5 parts per billion of Bisphenol-A 



(G) if the Secretary certifies that the safety concerns for Bisphenol-A are resolved by 



additional research or if implementation of subsection C of this section would adversely affect 



the health or well-being of children or adults, the secretary may suspend implementation of 



subsection C of this section.” 
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 APPENDIX  M 
 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 STATE OF ARIZONA SPECIAL PROVISION REGARDING ADVANCED PAYMENT  
  



The State of Arizona has included this Special Provision for Advanced Payment. This is a 



condition they have implemented only twice in the past five years: 



 



  REQUESTS FOR ADVANCE REBATE PAYMENT 



Contractor agrees to make advance rebate payments if requested by this Participating Entity. 



The number of requests for advance payment by any one Participating Entity will be no more 
than two (2) time per year and will be made no sooner than thirty (30) calendar days prior to 
the beginning of the month for which the advance payment is requested. 



The amount of the requested advance payment will be based on the prior month’s number of 
units that qualified for a Rebate adjusted for changes in the number of infants served or other 
factors mutually agreed upon. 



A one (1) percent discount will be offered to the Contractor for advance payments. 



Any amount paid in advance that is subsequently determined by the Participating Entity to be 
in excess of the actual Rebate due will be promptly refunded to the Contractor. 
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 APPENDIX J 
 Contract #05411, Infant Formula Rebate 
 West Virginia – Special Provisions   
 



  



1) The WV-96 form (see link below) needs to be signed and returned by the successful Bidder to 
Roberta Wagner, Purchasing Division for the State of West Virginia via e-mail to 
Roberta.A.Wagner@wv.gov. (see link #1 below) 



 



http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/vrc/wv96.pdf 



 



2) Include a signed HIPAA Business Associate Addendum (see link  below) 
 



 HIPAA BUSINESS ASSOCIATE ADDENDUM: The West Virginia State Government HIPAA Business 



Associate Addendum (BAA), approved by the Attorney General, is available online at 



http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/vrc/hipaa.html  and is hereby made part of the agreement 



provided that the Agency meets the definition of a Covered entity (45 CFR §160.103) and will be 



disclosing Protected Health Information (45 CFR §160.103) to the Vendor.  



3) Include a signed Confidentiality Clause(see link  below)  
 



CONFIDENTIALITY: The Vendor agrees that it will not disclose to anyone, directly or indirectly, any 



such personally identifiable information or other confidential information gained from the Agency, 



unless the individual who is the subject of the information consents to the disclosure in writing or 



the disclosure is made pursuant to the Agency’s policies, procedures, and rules. Vendor further 



agrees to comply with the Confidentiality Policies and Information Security Accountability 



Requirements, set forth in http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/privacy/default.html 





mailto:Roberta.A.Wagner@wv.gov


http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/vrc/wv96.pdf


http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/vrc/hipaa.html


http://www.state.wv.us/admin/purchase/privacy/default.html







_1400487121/Appendix H - Federal Debarment Form.txt

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility 

and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered Transactions 



This certification is required by the regulations implementing Executive Order 12549, Debarment and Suspension, 7 

CFR part 3017, Section 3017.510, Participants' responsibilities. The regulations were published as Part IV of the 

January 30, 1989, Federal Register (pages 4722-4733). Copies of the regulations may be obtained by contacting the 

Department of Agriculture agency with which this transaction originated. 



(BEFORE COMPLETING CERTIFICATION, READ INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE) 



(1) 

The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor 

its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 

voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency. 

(2) 

Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this 

certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal. 

(text) 

(text) 

Organization Name 

(text) 

PR/Award Number or Project Name 

Name(s) and Title(s) of Authorized Representative(s) 

(text) 

Signature(s) Date 





(Clear Form) Clear Form

Form AD-1048 (1/92) 



�

Instructions for Certification 



1. By signing and submitting this form, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set 

out on the reverse side in accordance with these instructions. 

2. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this 

transaction was entered into. If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered 

an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or 

agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or 

debarment. 

3. The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to which this 

proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous 

when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances. 

4. The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended," "ineligible," "lower tier covered transaction," 

"participant," "person," "primary covered transaction," "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used 

in this clause, have the meanings set out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive 

Order 12549. You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of 

those regulations. 

5. The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this form that, should the proposed covered 

transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is 

debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, 

unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated. 

6. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this form that it will include this clause 

titled "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion - Lower Tier Covered 

Transaction," without modification, in all lower tier covered transaction and in all solicitations for lower tier covered 

transactions. 

7. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower 

tier covered transaction that is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered 

transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous. A participant may decide the method and frequency 

by which it determines the eligibility of its principals. Each participant may, but is not required to, check the 

Nonprocurement List. 

8. Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in 

order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause. The knowledge and information of a participant 

is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business 

dealings. 

9. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered 

transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, 

ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the 

Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, 

including suspension and/or debarment. 

2 Form AD-1048 (1/92) 



�
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Sheet1


			Appendix F-2:  Estimates of Soy-Based Infant Formula Units Issued by Participating Entities


			Participating Entities*			Infants Using Soy-Based 13 oz Liquid Concentrate												Infants Using Soy-Based Powder												Infants Using Soy-Based Ready-To-Feed


						Six Months Total Units Issued:        January-June 2011			Monthly Average Units Issued			Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)						Six Months Total Units Issued:      January-June 2011			Monthly Average Units Issued			Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)						Six Months Total Units Issued:     January-June 2011			Monthly Average Units Issued			Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)


			Alaska			2,681			447			16,092						13,545			2,258			81,288						430			72			2,592


			American Samoa			0			0			0						98			16			576						0			0			0


			Arizona			14,873			2,479			89,244						138,479			23,080			830,880						6,534			1,089			39,204


			CNMI			0			0			0						2,327			395			14,220						0			0			0


			Delaware			20,459			3,410			122,760						19,095			3,183			114,588						1,091			182			6,552


			District of Columbia			2,705			451			16,236						1,643			274			9,864						53			9			324


			Guam			0			0			0						4,188			755			27,180						0			0			0


			Hawaii			2,669			445			16,020						21,527			3,588			129,168						125			21			756


			Idaho			816			136			4,896						22,418			3,736			134,496						284			47			1,692


			ITCA			740			123			4,428						5,732			955			34,380						0			0			0


			ITCN			0			0			0						900			150			5,400						0			0			0


			Kansas			7,923			1,321			47,556						64,438			10,740			386,640						879			147			5,292


			Maryland			129,660			21,610			777,960						123,858			20,643			743,148						1,562			260			9,360


			Montana			831			139			5,004						15,174			2,529			91,044						221			37			1,332


			Navajo Nation			357			60			2,160						3,408			568			20,448						1,228			205			7,380


			Nevada			6,088			1,015			36,540						50,272			8,379			301,644						389			65			2,340


			Oregon			4,404			734			26,424						54,998			9,166			329,976						1,089			182			6,552


			Utah			440			73			2,628						36,362			6,060			218,160						1,030			172			6,192


			Virgin Islands			9,974			1,662			59,832						9,426			1,571			56,556						0			0			0


			Washington			6,597			1,100			39,600						106,180			17,697			637,092						1,652			275			9,900


			West Virginia			25,306			4,218			151,848						51,030			8,505			306,180						8,535			1,423			51,228


			Wyoming			1,237			206			7,416						12,914			2,152			77,472						28			5			180


			Totals						39,629												126,400												4,191


			* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011) of usage of infant formula by physical form.  The data excludes Exempt Infant Formula.  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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Sheet1


			Appendix F-1:  Estimates of Milk-Based Infant Formula Units Issued by Participating Entities


			Participating Entities*			Infants Using Milk-Based 13 oz Liquid Concentrate												Infants Using Milk-Based Powder												Infants Using Milk-Based Ready-To-Feed


						Six Months Total Units Issued: January-June 2011			Monthly Average Units Issued			Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)						Six Months Total Units Issued: January-June 2011			Monthly Average Units Issued			Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)						Six Months Total Units Issued:       January-June 2011			Monthly Average Units Issued			Estimated Units for Contract Term (36 months)


			Alaska			16,418			2,736			98,496						162,587			27,098			975,528						1,071			179			6,444


			American Samoa			0			0			0						34,542			5,757			207,252						552			92			3,312


			Arizona			100,310			16,718			601,848						1,534,923			255,821			9,209,556						74,333			12,389			446,004


			CNMI			23,555			3,926			141,336						20,427			3,405			122,580						0			0			0


			Delaware			113,101			18,850			678,600						163,826			27,304			982,944						19,823			3,304			118,944


			District of Columbia			257,098			42,850			1,542,600						97,252			16,209			583,524						8,953			1,492			53,712


			Guam			5,959			993			35,748						61,512			10,252			369,072						0			0			0


			Hawaii			22,903			3,817			137,412						269,023			44,837			1,614,132						306			51			1,836


			Idaho			7,768			1,295			46,620						275,806			45,968			1,654,848						7,625			1,271			45,756


			ITCA			4,094			682			24,552						84,512			14,085			507,060						883			147			5,292


			ITCN			34			6			216						13,959			2,327			83,772						190			32			1,152


			Kansas			43,365			7,228			260,208						587,608			97,935			3,525,660						33,899			5,650			203,400


			Maryland			702,093			117,016			4,212,576						995,210			165,868			5,971,248						44,266			7,378			265,608


			Montana			6,564			1,094			39,384						143,243			23,874			859,464						8,562			1,427			51,372


			Navajo Nation			3,027			505			18,180						75,050			12,508			450,288						21,468			3,578			128,808


			Nevada			40,907			6,818			245,448						595,163			99,194			3,570,984						37,234			6,206			223,416


			Oregon			36,135			6,023			216,828						710,734			118,456			4,264,416						14,429			2,405			86,580


			Utah			9,940			1,657			59,652						459,421			76,570			2,756,520						17,650			2,942			105,912


			Virgin Islands			15,747			2,625			94,500						26,010			4,335			156,060						0			0			0


			Washington			67,799			11,300			406,800						1,260,396			210,066			7,562,376						48,306			8,051			289,836


			West Virginia			112,820			18,803			676,908						325,998			54,333			1,955,988						96,514			16,086			579,096


			Wyoming			4,128			688			24,768						91,428			15,238			548,568						4,320			720			25,920


			Totals						265,630												1,331,440												73,400


			* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011) of usage of infant formula by physical form.  The data excludes Exempt Infant Formula.  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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Page 1


						Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA)


						Primary Soy-Based Formula Bid Sheet, Page 1 of 2





						CARRY ALL FIGURES TO FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES





									Instructions:			Enter manufacturer's name, product name, UPC code, powdered unit size, powdered reconstituted ounce per unit, lowest wholesale full truckload price per unit and rebate bid per unit in the chart below.  For liquid concentrate and RTF, fill out the row that corresponds to the unit size of the infant formula the bidder is submitting a bid.





												Data entry fields are in bold in yellow sections. Use the tab or arrow keys to move between fields.  Fill in only one unit size for each physical form.


												Calculations will be performed automatically within the spreadsheet in Page 2.


												Sign and Notarize this page.





									Manufacturer:


									
Physical Form			
Product Name Being Bid			
UPC Code			
Unit Size (in Ounces)			
Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit			
Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price			
Rebate Bid Per Unit			
Net Cost 
Per Unit			
Percent Rebate


									Powdered									0.0			0.0			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Liquid Concentrate									13.0			26.0			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Liquid Concentrate*									12.1			24.2			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Ready-to-Feed									32.0			32.0			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Ready-to-Feed*									33.8			33.8			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!





									*Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6


						**No assurance is given as to any minimum or maximum number of infant participants.  Likewise, no assurances are provided on the quantity, type, or physical forms that will be issued under the agreement that will become a result of this Invitation to Bid


						Bidder Acknowledgement / Certification


						The bidder hereby certifies that the company is registered under the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act with the United States Department of Health & Human Services and its products are in compliance with Federal regulations issued pursuant to P.L. 100-137. Bids for all physical forms of formula must meet the requirements of 246.10 (e) (l)(iii) and 246.10(e)(2)(iii) and be suitable for the routine issuance to the majority of generally healthy, full term infants.


						Each infant formula product to be supplied under the terms of the contract complies with the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.


						The Bidder certifies that the company can and will supply the quantities of infant formula offered to meet one hundred percent (100%) of the WIC Program’s needs in all geographic areas.


						The Bidder hereby certifies that the materials submitted in response to this IFB and the price(s)/rate(s) offered on this Bid Form are true and accurate to the best of the Bidder's knowledge. 
The Bidder agrees that the price(s)/rate(s) offered herein shall remain in effect until CDPH awards the contract and throughout the duration of the contract and any extension period(s), with the exception of a change (price increase/decrease) in the manufacturer’s lowest national wholesale price.  In the event this occurs, the rebate will be adjusted accordingly.
The Bidder further understands that the above quoted rate(s) must include all of the Bidder's costs including operating expenses, labor, service call charges, diagnostic fees/estimates, transportation/travel costs, mileage or per diem expenses, equipment costs, supplies, annual inflation costs/rate adjustments, profit margin, etc.  By submitting this Bid Form the Bidder hereby claims its willingness to certify to and comply with all requirements and terms and conditions cited in this IFB and any attachment thereto.
The Bidder understands that its bid response will become a public document and will be open to public inspection.






						Signature																								Date


						Notarized Signature: 


						Seal/Date
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Page 2


						Primary Soy-Based Infant Formula Bid Sheet, Page 2 of 2





						ALL FIGURES TO AT LEAST FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES





															All bolded cells will automatically populate from bidder's data entered into Page 1








						Physical Form,                    Product Brand Name,               and Unit Size			Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit
			Infant Age categories
			Number of Reconstituted Ounces Issued per Month (based on Max)**						Estimated Average # Infants by Form Based on 6 Months Average*						
Total Monthly Reconstituted Ounces to Bid
			Total Monthly Units
			Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price			Rebate Bid Per Unit
			Net Cost Per Unit

			Net Cost Total







			Type:			Liquid Concentrate									FF			PBF			FF			PBF


			Name:			0			26			0-3 months			806			364			345			48			1,096,914			42,189			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Ounces:			13						4-5 months			884			442			273			24


												6-11 months			624			312			850			61


			Type:			Liquid Concentrate									FF			PBF			FF			PBF


			Name:			0			24.2			0-3 months			822.8			387.2			345			48			1,111,942			45,948			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Ounces:			12.1**						4-5 months			895.4			459.8			273			24


												6-11 months			629.2			314.6			850			61





			Type:			Powdered			0			0-3 months			870			435			3,066			773			12,098,751			ERROR:#DIV/0!			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


			Name:			0						4-5 months			960			522			2,768			478


			Ounces:			0.0						6-11 months			696			384			8,457			787





			Type:			Ready-to-Feed			32			0-3 months			832			384			52			9			324,608			10,144			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Name:			0						4-5 months			896			448			35			6


			Ounces:			32						6-11 months			640			320			349			64


			Type:			Ready-to-Feed			33.8			0-3 months			811.2			371.8			52			9			326,069			9,647			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Name:			0						4-5 months			912.6			473.2			35			6


			Ounces:			33.8**						6-11 months			642.2			338			349			64


																																							Total Net			ERROR:#DIV/0!


																																							Cost Per Month


						* Based on the average monthly number of infants using each physical form of infant formula.  The Participating Entities provided the most recent data that was available at the time (January-June 2011). Data excludes those infants exclusively breastfed or issued exempt infant formula


						**Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6, dated June 1, 2011.


						FF = Fully Formula Fed and PBF = Partially Breastfed.


						Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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Sheet1


			Appendix D-1:  Number of Infants Using Milk-Based Infant Formula by Physical Form


			Participating Entities*			Infants Using Milk-Based 13 oz Liquid Concentrate			Infants Using Milk-Based Powder			Infants Using Milk-Based Ready-To-Feed			Total


			Alaska			108			3,345			10			3,463


			American Samoa			32			1,457			62			1,551


			Arizona			590			31,016			577			32,183


			Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands (CNMI)			160			493			0			653


			Delaware			663			3,483			142			4,288


			District of Columbia			1,581			2,141			79			3,801


			Guam			41			1,377			0			1,418


			Hawaii			163			7,041			3			7,207


			Idaho			83			11,206			108			11,397


			Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA)			28			1,845			7			1,880


			Inter Tribal Council of Nevada (ITCN)			0			302			2			304


			Kansas			281			13,346			206			13,833


			Maryland			4,159			22,259			320			26,738


			Montana			37			2,899			60			2,996


			Navajo Nation			26			2,158			102			2,286


			Nevada			269			13,572			286			14,127


			Oregon			219			15,816			105			16,140


			Utah			62			10,032			140			10,234


			Virgin Islands			107			635			0			742


			Washington			390			14,815			289			15,494


			West Virginia			679			6,806			830			8,315


			Wyoming			24			1,845			12			1,881


			Totals			9,702			167,889			3,340			180,931


			* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011) of issuance of infant formula by physical form.  The data excludes Exempt Infant Formula.  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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			Appendix D-2:  Number of Infants Using Soy-Based Infant Formula by Physical Form


			Participating Entities*			Infants Using Soy-Based 13 oz Liquid Concentrate			Infants Using Soy-Based Powder			Infants Using Soy-Based Ready-To-Feed			Total


			Alaska			18			269			3			290


			American Samoa			3			47			4			54


			Arizona			87			2,778			48			2,913


			Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands (CNMI)			0			51			0			51


			Delaware			66			403			13			482


			District of Columbia			226			193			5			424


			Guam			0			89			0			89


			Hawaii			19			539			0			558


			Idaho			7			895			3			905


			Inter Tribal Council of Arizona (ITCA)			5			122			0			127


			Inter Tribal Council of Nevada (ITCN)			0			20			0			20


			Kansas			50			1,417			6			1,473


			Maryland			787			2,694			337			3,818


			Montana			4			299			1			304


			Navajo Nation			2			89			2			93


			Nevada			41			1,110			3			1,154


			Oregon			25			1,176			9			1,210


			Utah			4			738			9			751


			Virgin Islands			65			227			0			292


			Washington			35			1,889			9			1,933


			West Virginia			150			1,048			59			1,257


			Wyoming			6			231			0			237


			Totals			1,600			16,324			511			18,435


			* The Participating Entities provided data that represents the most current six-month average (January-June 2011) of issuance of infant formula by physical form.  The data excludes Exempt Infant Formula.  Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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						Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA)


						Displays Formulas in Bid Sheet - Do Not Use or Return, Page 1 of 2





						CARRY ALL FIGURES TO FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES





									Instructions:			Enter manufacturer's name, product name, UPC code, powdered unit size, powdered reconstituted ounce per unit, lowest wholesale full truckload price per unit and rebate bid per unit in the chart below.  For liquid concentrate and RTF, fill out the row that corresponds to the unit size of the infant formula the bidder is submitting a bid.





												Data entry fields are in bold in yellow sections. Use the tab or arrow keys to move between fields.  Fill in only one unit size for each physical form.


												Calculations will be performed automatically within the spreadsheet in Page 2.








									Manufacturer:


									
Physical Form			
Product Name Being Bid			
UPC Code			
Unit Size (in Ounces)			
Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit			
Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price			
Rebate Bid Per Unit			
Net Cost 
Per Unit			
Percent Rebate


									Powdered									0.0			0.0			0.000			0.000			$0.000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Liquid Concentrate									13.0			26.0			0.000			0.000			$0.000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Liquid Concentrate*									12.1			24.2			0.000			0.000			$0.000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Ready-to-Feed									32.0			32.0			0.000			0.000			$0.000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Ready-to-Feed*									33.8			33.8			0.000			0.000			$0.000			ERROR:#DIV/0!





									*Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6, dated June 1, 2011
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						Displays Formulas in Bid Sheet - Do Not Use or Return, Page 2 of 2





						ALL FIGURES TO AT LEAST FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES





															All bolded cells will automatically populate from bidder's data entered into Page 1








						Physical Form,                    Product Brand Name,               and Unit Size			Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit
			Infant Age categories
			Number of Reconstituted Ounces Issued per Month (based on Max)**						Estimated Average # Infants by Form Based on 6 Months Average*						
Total Monthly Reconstituted Ounces to Bid
			Total Monthly Units
			Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price			Rebate Bid Per Unit
			Net Cost Per Unit

			Net Cost Total







			Type:			Liquid Concentrate									FF			PBF			FF			PBF


			Name:			0			26			0-3 months			806			364			1			1			3,432			132			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Ounces:			13						4-5 months			884			442			1			1


												6-11 months			624			312			1			1


			Type:			Liquid Concentrate									FF			PBF			FF			PBF


			Name:			0			24.2			0-3 months			822.8			387.2			1			1			3,509			145			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Ounces:			12.1**						4-5 months			895.4			459.8			1			1


												6-11 months			629.2			314.6			1			1





			Type:			Powdered			0			0-3 months			870			435			1			1			3,867			ERROR:#DIV/0!			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


			Name:			0						4-5 months			960			522			1			1


			Ounces:			0.0						6-11 months			696			384			1			1





			Type:			Ready-to-Feed			32			0-3 months			832			384			1			1			3,520			110			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Name:			0						4-5 months			896			448			1			1


			Ounces:			32						6-11 months			640			320			1			1


			Type:			Ready-to-Feed			33.8			0-3 months			811.2			371.8			1			1			3,549			105			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Name:			0						4-5 months			912.6			473.2			1			1


			Ounces:			33.8**						6-11 months			642.2			338			1			1


																																							Total Net			ERROR:#DIV/0!


						FF=Fully Formula Fed and PBF=Partially Breastfed																																	Cost Per Month


						**Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6, dated June 1, 2011











Appendix C-3
State of Washington Solicitation 05411
WSCA/WIC Infant Formula Rebate Contract



Page 2	








_1400487110.pdf




 APPENDIX B 
 Contract #0541, Infant Formula Rebate 
 Bidder’s Profile 



Bidder’s Company Name _________________________________                                             1 



 



A. COMPANY INFORMATION 



Provide the below information, which will be used for contract administration. For example:  the 
legal business name, legal status (e.g., corporation, sole proprietor, etc.) and the year the entity was 
organized to do business as the entity now substantially exists, Washington State Uniform Business 
Identification (UBI) number, the home office address, and telephone and fax numbers, web site URL 
(if any), and organizational chart of the legal entity with whom the Purchasing Activity may execute 
any Contract arising from this IFB, including the names and titles of Bidder’s principal officers. 



 



1. Bidder’s Authorized 
Representative (Per Section 3.3 
of the Solicitation): 



 



2. Federal Tax Identification 
number: 



 
      
 
 
 
      



 



3. WA State Department of Revenue Registration Tax 
number: 



      



 



4. Company Internet URL Address (if 
available): 



      



 



5. Company Contract 
Administrator  and Company 
Mailing Address: 



      
 



 



 



6. Orders Sent To:       



 
 



 



 



7. Payment Remittance: 
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Bidder’s Company Name _________________________________                                             2 



 



B. RECIPROCITY 



Firms bidding from California only: Is your firm currently certified as a small business under 
California Code, Title 2, Section 1896.12?  Yes   No    



C. REFERENCES 



Provide a minimum of three (3) commercial or governmental references for which Bidder has 
delivered goods and/or services similar in scope as describe in the IFB. References will be evaluated 
on a pass/fail basis to determine Bidder’s ability to provide goods/services under the resulting 
Contract. 



1. Agency/Company Name:       



Address:       



Contact Person:       



Telephone:       



Email:       



Job Description /Approx. Dollar Cost:       



 



2. Agency/Company Name:       



Address:       



Contact Person:       



Telephone:       



Email:       



Job Description /Approx. Dollar Cost:       



 



3. Agency/Company Name:       



Address:       



Contact Person:       



Telephone:       



Email:       



Job Description /Approx. Dollar Cost:       



D. SUBCONTRACTORS 



Identify any subcontractors who will perform services in fulfillment of contract requirements; the 
nature of services to be performed and include federal tax identification (TIN) number for each  
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 Contract #0541, Infant Formula Rebate 
 Bidder’s Profile 



Bidder’s Company Name _________________________________                                             3 



 



 



 



 



Sub-contractor. If this Subcontractor is a Minority or Women Owned Business please include their 
page with a small company name, mark, or initial. Do not include any Social Security Numbers. 



The Contractor, by including subcontractor(s) as part of your signed solicitation Response is your 
agreement to take complete responsibility, contract obligations, and liability for all actions of such 
subcontractors.  All Subcontractors are subject to an OSP approval/disapproval process. OSP 
reserves the right to approve or disapprove any subcontractor. 



Name/Address/Contact/Phone T.I.N # 
Brief description of Service Provided (e.g. testing, 
installation, etc).  OMWBE? 



                  



                  



                  



 



E. SALES & ORDERING INFORMATION  



1. Sales Representative(s):  Indicate below the contact information and specific territories covered: 



Name:       Name:       



Telephone:       Telephone:       



Toll Free No.       Toll Free No.       



Mobile Phone       Mobile Phone       



Territory        Territory       



Fax:       Fax:       



Email:       Email:       



 



2. Purchasing (Credit) Cards accepted:  Yes   No    



(Washington State Purchasing card is VISA) If yes, please list cards accepted: 



 Visa    Master Card    American Express    Discover    Other:       



NOTE: Bidder/Contractor shall not charge separate charge card fees if charge cards, as a form of 
payment, are offered in the bid.  Further, if the Bidder offer’s a Prompt Payment discount and 
the use of charge cards, charge cards may be used in satisfaction of the Prompt Payment 
discount. 
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Bidder’s Company Name _________________________________                                             4 



 



 



F. Delivery Timeframe 



Please specify delivery timeframe        days after receipt of order.  All deliveries must be made 
within seven (7) days after receipt of order. Bid submittals including a delivery time of 
longer than seven (7) will be considered non-responsive. 
 
 



G. Minority or Women Owned Business Enterprise (MWBE):  



Is your firm a Minority/Women Owned Business?        



MWBE certification #       



 



H. Contractor Registration and Certification 



The Bidder certifies to the Purchasing Authority, via this Appendix B, Bidder Profile, that its 
company is registered with the Secretary of Health and Human Services under the federal Food, 
Drug and Cosmetic Act and that its infant formulas satisfy FDA requirements, are in compliance 
with the Infant Formula Act of 1980 and all amendments, including all federal regulations issued 
pursuant to the Act.  This certification is a requirement of 7 CFR 246.10(g) and 7 CFR 246.16a(j)(2). 



 



 



  



 



 



 



 



______________________________________________ ________________________ 



Authorized Representative:     Date: 
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						Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA)


						Primary Milk-Based Formula Bid Sheet, Page 1 of 2





						CARRY ALL FIGURES TO FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES





									Instructions:			Enter manufacturer's name, product name, UPC code, powdered unit size, powdered reconstituted ounce per unit, lowest wholesale full truckload price per unit and rebate bid per unit in the chart below.  For liquid concentrate and RTF, fill out the row that corresponds to the unit size of the infant formula the bidder is submitting a bid.





												Data entry fields are in bold in yellow sections. Use the tab or arrow keys to move between fields.  Fill in only one unit size for each physical form.


												Calculations will be performed automatically within the spreadsheet in Page 2.


												Sign and Notarize this page.





									Manufacturer:


									
Physical Form			
Product Name Being Bid			
UPC Code			
Unit Size (in Ounces)			
Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit			
Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price			
Rebate Bid Per Unit			
Net Cost 
Per Unit			
Percent Rebate


									Powdered									0.0			0.0			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Liquid Concentrate									13.0			26.0			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Liquid Concentrate*									12.1			24.2			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Ready-to-Feed									32.0			32.0			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


									Ready-to-Feed*									33.8			33.8			0.0000			0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!





									*Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6


						**No assurance is given as to any minimum or maximum number of infant participants.  Likewise, no assurances are provided on the quantity, type, or physical forms that will be issued under the agreement that will become a result of this Invitation to Bid


						Bidder Acknowledgement / Certification


						The bidder hereby certifies that the company is registered under the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act with the United States Department of Health & Human Services and its products are in compliance with Federal regulations issued pursuant to P.L. 100-137. Bids for all physical forms of formula must meet the requirements of 246.10 (e) (l)(iii) and 246.10(e)(2)(iii) and be suitable for the routine issuance to the majority of generally healthy, full term infants.


						Each infant formula product to be supplied under the terms of the contract complies with the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.


						The Bidder certifies that the company can and will supply the quantities of infant formula offered to meet one hundred percent (100%) of the WIC Program’s needs in all geographic areas.


						The Bidder hereby certifies that the materials submitted in response to this IFB and the price(s)/rate(s) offered on this Bid Form are true and accurate to the best of the Bidder's knowledge. 
The Bidder agrees that the price(s)/rate(s) offered herein shall remain in effect until CDPH awards the contract and throughout the duration of the contract and any extension period(s), with the exception of a change (price increase/decrease) in the manufacturer’s lowest national wholesale price.  In the event this occurs, the rebate will be adjusted accordingly.
The Bidder further understands that the above quoted rate(s) must include all of the Bidder's costs including operating expenses, labor, service call charges, diagnostic fees/estimates, transportation/travel costs, mileage or per diem expenses, equipment costs, supplies, annual inflation costs/rate adjustments, profit margin, etc.  By submitting this Bid Form the Bidder hereby claims its willingness to certify to and comply with all requirements and terms and conditions cited in this IFB and any attachment thereto.
The Bidder understands that its bid response will become a public document and will be open to public inspection.






						Signature																								Date


						Notarized Signature: 


						Seal/Date
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						Primary Milk-Based Infant Formula Bid Sheet, Page 2 of 2





						ALL FIGURES TO AT LEAST FOUR (4) DECIMAL PLACES





															All bolded cells will automatically populate from bidder's data entered into Page 1








						Physical Form,                    Product Brand Name,               and Unit Size			Reconstituted Ounces Per Unit
			Infant Age categories
			Number of Reconstituted Ounces Issued per Month (based on Max)**						Estimated Average # Infants by Form Based on 6 Months Average*						
Total Monthly Reconstituted Ounces to Bid
			Total Monthly Units
			Manufacturer's Lowest National Wholesale Price			Rebate Bid Per Unit
			Net Cost Per Unit

			Net Cost Total







			Type:			Liquid Concentrate									FF			PBF			FF			PBF


			Name:			0			26			0-3 months			806			364			2,610			453			6,643,572			255,522			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Ounces:			13						4-5 months			884			442			1,520			194


												6-11 months			624			312			4,510			421


			Type:			Liquid Concentrate									FF			PBF			FF			PBF


			Name:			0			24.2			0-3 months			822.8			387.2			2,610			453			6,743,257			278,647			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Ounces:			12.1**						4-5 months			895.4			459.8			1,520			194


												6-11 months			629.2			314.6			4,510			421





			Type:			Powdered			0			0-3 months			870			435			34,752			14,940			120,952,614			ERROR:#DIV/0!			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			ERROR:#DIV/0!


			Name:			0						4-5 months			960			522			25,189			7,193


			Ounces:			0.0						6-11 months			696			384			74,773			11,045





			Type:			Ready-to-Feed			32			0-3 months			832			384			749			178			2,426,944			75,842			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Name:			0						4-5 months			896			448			798			82


			Ounces:			32						6-11 months			640			320			1,473			128


			Type:			Ready-to-Feed			33.8			0-3 months			811.2			371.8			749			178			2,430,051			71,895			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000			$0.0000


			Name:			0						4-5 months			912.6			473.2			798			82


			Ounces:			33.8**						6-11 months			642.2			338			1,473			128


																																							Total Net			ERROR:#DIV/0!


																																							Cost Per Month


						* Based on the average monthly number of infants using each physical form of infant formula.  The Participating Entities provided the most recent data that was available at the time (January-June 2011). Data excludes those infants exclusively breastfed or issued exempt infant formula


						**Based on USDA WIC Policy Memorandum #2011-6, dated June 1, 2011.


						FF = Fully Formula Fed and PBF = Partially Breastfed.


						Participation and infant formula data does not necessarily reflect actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new contract.
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APPENDIX A 
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Statement of Work 
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1. SCOPE OF WORK 



1.1. Rebates paid to Participating Entities under this Contract are limited to infant formula 
purchased under the federally funded WIC Program with USDA, FNS funds. 



1.2. WSCA Participating Entities will make decisions affecting this Contract by consensus.  A majority 
vote will be used if consensus cannot be reached. 



1.3. Contractor will provide the products offered on Appendix C-1 and/or Appendix C-2 and offer a 
per unit rebate for each unit size and physical form of the Primary milk-based and/or soy-based 
infant formula it manufactures that meets the Specifications below. 



1.4. Terms are not to be negotiated with respect to the following: 



a. Length or number of extension periods, 



b. Rebate amounts that will apply to the contract and any extension periods, and 



c. The method by which the rebates will be calculated. 



2. SPECIFICATIONS 



The Primary Contract Milk-based infant formula for which a Rebate is offered under Contract 
#05411 will meet the following specifications: 



2.1 The Milk-based infant formula will be lactose containing and suitable for routine issuance to 
the majority of generally healthy, full-term infants. 



2.2 The Milk-based infant formula will meet the definition of an infant formula as stated in section 
201(z) of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321(z)), the requirements for an 
infant formula under section 412 of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 350a), 
and the regulations 21 CFR parts 106 and 107. 



2.3 The Milk-based infant formula will satisfy all requirements under 7 CFR 246.10(e)(1)(iii) and 7 
CFR 246.10(e)(2)(iii). 



2.4 The Milk-based infant formula will contain at least 10 milligrams of iron per liter at standard 
dilution and supply 67 kilocalories per 100 milliliters (i.e. approximately 20 kilocalories per 
fluid ounce of infant formula) at standard dilution. 



2.5 The Milk-based infant formula will be nutritionally complete not requiring the addition of any 
ingredients other than water prior to being served in a liquid state. 



2.6 The Milk-based infant formula will be available in liquid concentrate, powdered concentrate 
and ready-to-feed. 



2.7 The Primary Contract Soy-based infant formula for which a rebate is offered in response to 
this IFB will meet the following specifications: 



2.8 The Soy-based infant formula will be suitable for routine issuance to the majority of generally 
healthy, full-term infants. 



2.9 The Soy-based infant formula will meet the definition of an infant formula as stated in section 
201(z) of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321(z)), the requirements for an 
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infant formula under section 412 of the federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 350a), 
and the regulations 21 CFR parts 106 and 107. 



2.10 The Soy-based infant formula will satisfy all requirements under 7 CFR 246.10(e)(1)(iii) and 7 
CFR 246.10(e)(2)(iii). 



2.11 The Soy-based infant formula will contain at least 10 milligrams of iron per liter at standard 
dilution and supply 67 kilocalories per 100 milliliters (i.e. approximately 20 kilocalories per 
fluid ounce of infant formula) at standard dilution. 



2.12 The Soy-based infant formula will be nutritionally complete not requiring the addition of any 
ingredients other than water prior to being served in a liquid state. 



2.13 The Soy-based infant formula will be available in liquid concentrate, powdered concentrate 
and ready-to-feed. 



2.14 Contractor agrees to supply and pay a “per unit” Rebate on any new milk-based or soy-based 
contract infant formulas, it introduces to the marketplace after the Contract is awarded.  
Contractor agrees to provide the wholesale price of any new products at the time the product 
is added to the contract. The rebate for infant formula added to the contract after the start 
date (new and existing) will be calculated using the Wholesale Price of the formula at the time 
the formula is approved for issuance by the Participating Entity. 



2.15 Within ten (10) days of receipt of the Award notice, the Contractor will furnish OSP with a list 
of their Milk-based infant formulas and/or Soy-based infant formula that meet the FDA 
requirements for an infant formula.  These formulas will be included in the contract.  The list 
will not include WIC eligible Exempt Infant Formula or WIC-Eligible Medical Foods.  The list will 
include the Contractor’s nationally published best full truckload wholesale price, at the time of 
the Bid opening, for each unit size and physical form of infant formula.  



2.16 The Rebate offered for each unit size and physical form of the Primary Contract milk-based or 
soy-based infant formula, as specified on the Infant Formula Bid Price Sheet (Appendix C) will 
be converted to a Percent Discount and used to calculate the Rebate for the corresponding 
physical form of each Milk-based or Soy-based Contract Infant Formula.  The Percent Discount 
is multiplied by the bidder’s nationally published best full truckload wholesale price to 
establish the rebate for the contract infant formulas. 



3.    USE OF PRIMARY CONTRACT INFANT FORMULA 



Participating Entities will approve the Primary Contract Formula.  Primary Contract Formula will be 
the first choice of issuance to infants covered by this contract.  Participating Entities are not 
required to approve or issue the manufacturer's entire product line of milk-based or soy based 
contracted infant formula.  Participating Entities reserve the right to issue non-contract brands of 
infant formula according to the Participating Entity’s agency policy per Appendix G (see Part One, 
IFB document).  Participation and usage data provided in the IFB does not necessarily reflect 
actual issuance and redemption that will occur under the new Contract. 



  











APPENDIX A, 
#05411, Infant Formula Rebate 



Statement of Work 
 



3 
 



 



4. CONTRACT INFANT FORMULA AVAILABILITY 



4.1 By September 1, 2012, the Primary Contract Infant Formula will be in full statewide 
distribution.  Full statewide distribution means the formula is readily available from wholesale 
suppliers that supply WIC authorized retail vendors for each Participating Entity. 



4.2 The Contractor will manufacture and make available supplies of Primary Contract Infant 
Formula in sufficient quantity to serve WIC participants of the Participating Entities through 
their wholesale distribution system. 



5. WHOLESALER NOTIFICATION 



5.1 By July 1, 2012, the Contractor(s) will contact wholesale suppliers in the geographic service 
locations of all of the Participating Entities to notify them of the Contract award and the 
implementation date of the Primary Contract Infant Formula under the Contract. Participating 
Entities will provide lists and/or mailing labels of wholesale suppliers prior to July 1, 2012, if 
requested. 



6. PRODUCT CHANGES 
 



6.1 Contractor must give Participating Entities at least Ninety (90) calendar days advance written 
notice of planned changes in formulation, product name, reconstituted amount per unit, 
product packaging including size, weight and/or label, and discontinuation of their Primary 
Contract Infant Formula and other formulas in their product line.  The Contractor will provide 
electronically product labels showing any changes.   



6.2 Contractor will cooperate with a Participating Entities to plan and execute a communication 
strategy regarding product changes when a Participating Entity determines product change 
information will be distributed to WIC clinics, authorized retail vendors and/or the medical 
community. 



6.3 Contractor will provide prorated Rebates (i.e. the same Percent Discount as remitted for the 
Primary Contract Infant Formula) should any of the milk-based or soy-based Contract Infant 
Formula be discontinued, reformulated or produced in a different can size, or should any new 
product be introduced which is designed to take the place of the milk-based or soy-based 
Contract Infant Formula. If the Contractor discontinues production of the Primary Contract 
formula, it must provide a rebate that yields the same net cost per ounce for the replacement 
formula. 



7. WHOLESALE PRICE CHANGES 



7.1 Contractor will provide written notification to Purchasing Authority and all Participating 
Entities of wholesale price changes.  Notification will be provided at the same time other 
customers are notified of the change.  The notification will include both the effective date and 
the amount of the change for all products meeting the Primary Contract Formula definition. 



7.2 Effective after the Bid opening and throughout the term of the Contract, any increase or 
decrease in the wholesale price per unit will be matched by a cent-for-cent increase or 
decrease in the Rebate per unit and be applied the first day of the month following the 
wholesale price changes.  This applies to all products meeting the Contract Infant Formula 
definition. 
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7.3 Changes in rebate amounts (other than cent-for-cent adjustments) are prohibited for the full 
term of this Contract, including any and all Contract extensions, per USDA, FNS regulations. 



 



8 FAILURE TO SUPPLY SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES 



8.1 Supply problems are defined as incidents when product is not available to wholesalers and 
chain store distribution centers. 



8.2 A Participating Entity will notify the Contractor within twenty-four (24) hours of any report 
that the Milk-based or Soy-based Contract Infant Formula is not available or available in an 
inadequate supply through a wholesale supplier in their service location.  The Contractor will 
investigate the alleged supply problem and notify the Participating Entity of its findings within 
forty-eight (48) hours. 



8.3 Contractor will notify Purchasing Authority and all Participating Entities immediately of the 
supply problem.  OSP will work with the Contractor to immediately remedy the supply 
problem through direct shipments of product to affected areas, substitution of another 
product in the Contractor’s product-line, or any other immediate solution approved by OSP.  



8.4 If the Contractor is unable to supply sufficient quantities of a contract brand infant formula, 
Participating Entities will first issue the same contract brand infant formula in a different 
physical form to address the shortage as long as supply for that form is sufficiently available. 



8.5 If the Purchasing Authority is not satisfied with Contractor’s remedy proposed in Section 9.3 
above, Contractor will pay the contracted rebate amount for alternate FDA approved infant 
formulas substituted the Participating Entities until the supply problem is resolved.  



8.6 Contractor is not responsible for lack of Milk-based and/or Soy-based Contract Infant Formula 
inventory at the retail level due to the failure of individual retail vendors to appropriately 
order stock from their wholesale supplier. 



9 MONTHLY INVOICES AND DOCUMENTATION 



9.1 Each Participating Entity will send the Contractor a monthly invoice with supporting 
documentation.  The invoice and documentation will list the number of units that qualify for a 
Rebate, the Rebate per unit, and the dollar amount due thirty (30) calendar days from the 
date of the invoice receipt. 



9.2 The first monthly invoice will be no earlier than November 15, 2012 reflecting information 
about Contract Infant Formula that qualified for a Rebate in October 2012. 



9.3 Invoices will continue past the Contract termination date to account for all Food Instruments 
(FI) issued during the term of the Contract.  This is necessary because FI may be valid to be 
paid up to ninety (90) days after the issuance date although some Participating Entities use a 
shortened time period (e.g. 60 days).  For example, FI issued the last day of the Contract 
(September 30) may be valid to be paid up to ninety (90) days later (December 29).   



9.4 The monthly invoice will list the name and address of the person to whom the Rebate 
payment will be sent. Descriptions of each Participating Entity’s method for determining a 
reasonable estimate or an actual count of the number of units that qualify for a Rebate are in 
Appendix G.  
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9.5 Participating Entity documentation used to support the monthly invoice will vary in format 
due to differences in information systems.   



9.6 Participating Entities reserve the right to change the format of the monthly invoice and 
associated documentation as needed due to informational system changes. Rebate invoices 
for January through June 2011 are provided in Appendix G for each Participating Entity. 



9.7 When possible, Participating Entities will provide an electronic data file to validate the 
monthly invoice.  The minimum information that they will provide is: food instrument number, 
pseudo vendor identification number, food package identification, product name, number of 
units authorized to purchase, effective date of food instrument, redemption date of food 
instrument, and redeemed amount. Participating Entities will work with Contractor regarding 
available data elements. 



10 REBATE PAYMENT 



Contractor will make Rebate payments directly to each Participating Entity. The Rebate will be 
calculated using the Rebate per unit in effect on the first day of the month the FI was paid. 
Rebate payments are due thirty (30) calendar days from the receipt of invoice.  



11 LATE REBATE PAYMENT 



Contractor will be assessed a penalty for late payments.  The penalty will be one (1) percent of 
the invoiced amount.   



12 INVOICE DISPUTES OR ERRORS 



12.1 All invoice disputes will be resolved on a state-by-state basis by the Contractor contacting the 
Participating Entity. 



12.2 All invoice disputes must be settled by closeout of the federal fiscal year in which the dispute 
occurs. 



12.3 The Contractor will notify the Participating Entity of any dispute or believed error within 
ninety (90) calendar days of receiving the invoice.  The notice will be in writing and will 
describe the specific nature of the dispute or believed error.  Failure by the Contractor to 
notify the Participating Entity within the ninety (90) calendar day period will constitute a 
waiver and release of any dispute or error. 



12.4 The Participating Entity will notify the Contractor of any invoice error in the rebate calculation 
within sixty (60) calendar days of issuing the invoice.  The notice will be in writing and will 
describe the specific error.  Participating Entities agree to resolve errors promptly. 



12.5 The Contractor cannot withhold or offset (payment reduction from invoiced amount) rebate 
payments under any circumstances.   



12.6 Participating Entities agree to make every effort to validate billings.  The Participating Entity 
will work with the Contractor to determine the best method of repayment if a refund is due 
the Contractor. 



12.7 If an invoice dispute occurs about which the Participating Entity and Contractor cannot reach 
agreement, the Participating Entity or Contractor may request an independent review. 



13 RECORD RETENTION AND AUDITS 
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13.1 Contractor and the Participating Entities will maintain documentation relevant to Rebate 
invoices and payments for six (6) years after the termination of the Contract. 



13.2 Contractor’s records relevant to rebate invoices and payments will be subject to review or 
audit, at any reasonable time and upon reasonable notice, by OSP, Participating Entities, the 
USDA, Office of the Inspector General, Comptroller General of the United States, or their 
representatives. 



13.3 Participating Entity FI data used in the calculation of units that qualify for a rebate and 
working documents and reports used in the preparation of monthly invoices will be subject to 
review or audit, at any reasonable time and upon reasonable notice, by the Contractor or their 
representatives. 



13.4  Participating Entity data that is confidential under federal, tribal or state law is not subject to 
review or audit by the Contractor or their representatives. 



14 DEVIATIONS FROM THE SCOPE OF THE CONTRACT 



Contractor will not approach a Participating Entity with any offer that deviates in any manner from 
the scope of the Contract. 



15 DISASTER/SUPPLY INTERRUPTION CONTINGENCY PLANS 



15.1 Contractor will provide OSP with a supply source interruption contingency plan within thirty 
(30) calendar days of the Contract award.  The plan will include a description of how the 
Contractor will ensure Contract Infant Formula will be available to WIC authorized retail 
vendors in the event of a supply source interruption or other circumstance that affects the 
Contractor's ability to provide the Contract Infant Formula through its normal wholesale 
delivery system. 



15.2 Within forty eight (48) hours of a disaster, when retail food delivery systems may be or are 
interrupted, state agencies will notify the contractor of the disaster if it is in the geographic 
areas served by the state agency.  Within twenty-four (24) hours of being notified of the 
disaster and interruption of the retail food delivery system, the contractor will notify the state 
agency whether it is supplying milk-based or soy-based Primary Contract Infant Formula to any 
public or private disaster relief organizations in the geographic area of the disaster and the 
name of the organizations and their primary contact. 



16 INFANT FORMULA SAMPLE 



Contractor will NOT be required to provide infant formula samples to any of the Participating 
Entities.  This provision is made in accordance with USDA, FNS Guidelines. 



 



17 TRANSITION COMMUNICATION PLAN 



17.1 Contractor will provide Purchasing Authority with a transition communication plan within 
thirty (30) calendar days of contract award.  The plan will include a description of how the new 
Contractor will assist Participating Entities with communicating information about the new 
Contract. 
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17.2 Contractor will make available advertising art/graphics in suitable electronic format to 
Participating Entities to be used for the development of materials used to communicate 
information on the new Contract. 



17.3 Participating Entities will work cooperatively with the Contractor to assure written 
communication occurs with health care providers, hospitals and retailers thirty (30) calendar 
days prior to Contract start date. 



17.4 Food Instruments with a “first day of use” date prior to October 1, 2012 will be rebated under 
Contract no. 06406.  Food Instruments with a “first day of use” date October 1, 2012 or later 
will be rebated under Contract no. 05411.  Contractors should anticipate a transition period 
with a change to a Primary Contract Infant Formula.  The transition process may vary 
significantly between Participating Entities.  It is probable that for some Participating Entities, 
the number of cans reflected on rebate invoices in the first few months will not be reflective 
of usage through the term of the Contract. 



18 COMMUNICATION AND ADVERTISING 



18.1 Contractor will not distribute any written communication connecting the WIC Program and 
the milk and soy based Contract Infant Formula without prior review and written consent by 
the Participating Entity(s) in the planned distribution area. 



18.2 Contractor will not advertise or publish information concerning this Contract in any form or 
media without prior review and written consent from OSP. 



18.3 Contractor will provide advertising art/graphics in suitable electronic format upon request. 



18.4 Participating Entities will work cooperatively with the Contractor to ensure that documents 
printed and distributed by WIC Programs are accurate. 



18.5 Use of WIC Service Marks:  
a. Manufacturer acknowledges that the WIC Acronym and the WIC Logo are service marks 



owned by the Department of Agriculture (USDA), and that all rights therein and goodwill 
pertaining thereto belong exclusively to USDA per Supplement Food Policy Division (SFPD) 
Policy Memo 2009-1, dated December 31, 2008 and FNS Instruction 800-2 dated June 21, 
1992. 



b. Manufacturers shall not use these service marks in any manner on its goods or their 
containers or packaging or on tags or labels affixed thereto.  Manufacturer also shall not 
use the WIC Logo in advertising or other promotional materials (collectively:  
“advertising”). 



c. Manufacturer shall not use the WIC Acronym in advertising in any manner that is likely to 
cause confusion, mistake, or deception as to the affiliation, connection, or association of 
Manufacturer with the WIC Program, or as to the sponsorship or approval of 
Manufacturer’s goods, services, advertising, or commercial activities, including nutritional 
message(s), by the WIC Program, USDA, or the State agency. 



d. Manufacturer shall include the following statement with any use of the WIC Acronym in 
advertising:  “WIC is a registered service mark of the U.S. Department of Agriculture for 
USDA’s Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children.” 



19 CONFIDENTIALITY 
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Contractor will not share or disclose any records identifying WIC participants by name and/or 
address, per 7 CFR 246.26(d). Contractor will not have access to any information about a retailer 
that individually identifies the vendor, except for the vendor’s name, address, website, email, 
store type and authorization status per 7 CFR 246.26(e). 



20 FULL NUTRITIONAL BENEFIT (FNB) 



The Participating Entities will issue infant formula in accordance with 7 CFR 246.10(e)(1) through 
(e)(3) and (e)(9).  In addition, the Participating Entities will, if necessary to provide the full 
nutritional benefit (FNB), use the methodology outlined in 7 CFR 246.10(h) when issuing infant 
formula.  The Participating Entities reserves the right to issue infant formula using this 
methodology at their discretion.  



21 SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY 



A Participating Entity does not waive its sovereign immunity by entering into the Contract and 
fully retains all immunities and defenses provided by law with respect to any action based on 
the Contract. 



The intent of this section is to indicate that a “participating entity” does not waive any sovereign 
immunity it may otherwise retain, merely by virtue of its participation in this contract.  This 
contract does not otherwise attempt to describe or explain what sovereign immunity, if any, 
may have been retained by any specific “participating entity”. 



22 PRODUCT RECALL 



If there is a recall of any of the contract formulas, the Contractor shall immediately notify the 
Procurement Coordinator and one other designee for each Participating Entity by telephone, 
email and facsimile.  This notification shall include the following information for the formula 
being recalled:  the name of the specific formula (formulation), the container size(s), the form 
(powder, liquid concentrate, and/or ready-to-feed), the lot number(s), the expiration date(s), 
the inventory code(s), the address where the product should be returned, the specific problem 
or concern with the product, and the name, phone number and email address of the 
Contractor’s employee who is the contact person with respect to the recall.  If WIC participants 
are unable to exchange recalled formula at the store from which it was purchased, the 
Contractor shall replace or reimburse the Participating Entities, free of charge, any containers of 
recalled contract brand infant formula provided to WIC participants through food instruments or 
free samples.   



 



23 STATE OF MARYLAND SPECIAL PROVISION (REGARDING BISPHENOL-A (BPA)PROHIBITION) 



Senate Bill 151 provides: 



 “(C) except as provided in Subsection G of this section, on or after July 1, 2014: 



 (1) The state may not purchase infant formula in containers containing more than 0.5 parts 
per billion of Bisphenol-A and 



 (2) a person may not manufacture , knowingly sell, or distribute in commerce a container of 
infant formula containing more than 0.5 parts per billion of Bisphenol-A 
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(G) if the Secretary certifies that the safety concerns for Bisphenol-A are resolved by 
additional research or if implementation of subsection C of this section would adversely affect 
the health or well-being of children or adults, the secretary may suspend implementation of 
subsection C of this section.” 
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Abbott Nutrition Bidders’ Questions:

1. Section 2.1 – Purpose and Scope – Paragraph 2 – Page 5 of 25. This section spells out the member parties of WSCA. We request the exclusion of the affiliates (Guam, CNMI, American Samoa, Virgin Islands) from this bid group as the distribution system and expense associated with these state agencies are dissimilar from the other agencies and inclusion of these affiliate state agencies in the bid group may adversely affect bids. We request these affiliates form their own bid group.



PA response: WSCA Participating Entities are in agreement that a separate stand- alone IFB for American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Marianna Islands (CNMI), Guam, and Virgin Islands would not be feasible given the time constraints of this contract and the requirements of the cost containment stipulations. All four agencies operate their programs, including their food delivery system, in accordance with 7 CFR 246 and their individual State Plan.  The Purchasing Authority and WSCA are committed to working with these four Participating Entities and the successful Bidder to address any unique circumstances their participation may present. Removing these participants from the alliance is not an option. 

2. Section 2.1 – Purpose and Scope – Paragraph 4 – Page 5 of 25.  This section states that the contract formula will be the “first choice of issuance.”  Please clarify whether any non-contract, non-exempt formula will be allowed, and if so, in what circumstances.  If applicable, Please provide usage of all non-contract, non-exempt, and exempt infant formulas and medical foods by state, product, and month.









PA Response: Participating Entities reserve the right to issue non-contract, non-exempt (standard) infant formula in the event of a participant’s medical need.  In response to this question, each Participating Entity individually answered this question.  Refer to “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” documents and see question #1-1 for each Participating Entities’ response.  In addition, each Participating Entity provided their policy and procedures for infant formula in Appendix G.  

The requested data is not pertinent to this IFB.  The Participating Entities have provided all the data that USDA-FNS requires for this solicitation. 




3. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Section 2.3 – Contract Term – Page 6 of 25.  Extensions for each additional term or portion thereof shall be exercised at the sole discretion of the Purchasing Authority upon written notice to the Contractor.  We urge WSCA to make extensions mutually agreed upon by the States and the Contractor.  Section 2.3 should be revised to indicate extension only upon mutual agreement by both parties. Please clarify the terms of the extension(s)—we would suggest one year terms.



PA Response: Purchasing Authority agrees to extensions that have been mutually agreed upon by both parties. Extension terms need to remain flexible as indicated in Section 2.3.    



4. Section 6.2 – Bid Submittal Format – Page 11 of 25.  Please confirm that only one original and 1 electronic copy on CD or flash drive are the only documents to be submitted.  Please confirm that the Bid Price Sheets are the only documents that are needed on the CD or flash drive.



PA response: Purchasing Authority confirms that only one original and one electronic copy are to be submitted. Section 6.2 is amended to include: A copy of all bid submittal documents must be included on the electronic copy.  







5. Section 6.3 – Bid Identification and Delivery – Page 11 of 25.  Please confirm the email address of the Procurement Coordinator for written confirmation of receipt of the IFB Package Submission.  Please also confirm that this will be the individual to validate the submission has been received intact and unopened.



PA response: Purchasing Authority confirms that Kevyn Davidson, Procurement Coordinator at e-mail address Kevyn.davidson@des.wa.gov, 



will provide confirmation of receipt of the Bid submittal documents and will also validate that Bids have been received in accordance with the requirements stated in the Bid Solicitation.   



6. Section 6.4 – Bid Opening Protocol – Page 12 of 25.  Please confirm that the bid opening will only be occurring live and not via web or conference call. 



PA response: Bid Opening will be conducted live at a public bid opening and not via web or conference call.



7. Appendix A – Section 2.16 Specifications – Page 2.  Please confirm that the states’ first choice of issuance will be the sizes and forms bid in this contract for both the primary and secondary (as applicable) rebated milk or soy based infant formulas. Other sizes and forms of the contractor’s line of formulas would be provided through WIC only if the size or form that was bid was not available.





Response:  All Participating Entities confirmed that they are in compliance with 7 CFR 246.10(e)(1)(iii) and 246.16a(c)(7) on their first choice of issuance is the Primary Contract milk-based and/or soy-based infant formulas, and all the other Contractor’s infant formulas are issued as an alternative to the Primary Contract infant formula.  The Participating Entities reserve the right to issue contract brand infant formula (as defined in 7 CFR 246.2) in the event of a participant’s medical need.  Refer  to “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” documents and see question #1-2 for each Participating Entities’ confirmation on this Bidder’s question. 





8. Appendix A – Section 8.5 Failure to Supply Sufficient Quantities – Page 4.  Please confirm this section should reference Section 8.3 and not Section 9.3 as currently stated.



PA response: Confirms. Section 8.3 is the correct reference. 





9. Appendix A – Section 8.4 Failure to Supply Sufficient Quantities – Page 4.  Please confirm in the event of a shortage of the primary milk based formula; the State and Contractor agree that the first choice of formula issuance will be the primary milk based formula in a different physical form (i.e., concentrate or ready to feed in place of powder). 



PA response: Confirms.



A.) If a different physical form is not available or the shortage extends to the other physical forms, the State and the Contractor agree that the second choice of issuing formula will be another brand of formula from the Contractor.  The parties agree that the third choice of formula issuance, to be issued only after the first and second remedies are not available, shall be an appropriate, USDA-approved non-contract formula.  The Contractor agrees to pay a rebate that yields the same net cost per ounce as the primary contract formula for a replacement formula in the product line or non-contracted, USDA approved concentrate, powder, and ready-to-feed formulas (not to exceed the established usage rate for the contracted formula) issued through the State until the agreed upon end date of the product shortage.  However, the foregoing is not valid in the event the cause of the Contractor’s product shortage is due to a force majeure occurrence.




PA response:  Appendix A, section 8.5 is amended to read:  If the Contractor is unable to supply Sufficient quantities of a contract brand formula, the Participating Entities will first issue the same contract brand formula in a different physical form to address the shortage as long as the supply for that form is sufficiently available. The Participating Entities agree to the consideration of an alternate brand of the Contractor’s 



formula (as long as supply for that brand is sufficiently available) before using a non-contract brand.  Shortages occurring due to force majeure will be addressed utilizing good faith efforts on the parts of the Contractor, the Purchasing Authority and Participating WSCA entities. 




10. Appendix I – Standard contract Terms and Conditions – Entity Participation – Page 3.  Please provide a list, by State, of the entities currently utilizing this provision.



PA response: All entities indicated in Part 1, page 5 of 25 of the Solicitation documents are bound by the WSCA Standard Terms and Conditions.



11. Appendix J – West Virginia Special Provisions – Please confirm the noted documents only need to be provided after the contract is awarded.  Please confirm these documents do not need to be submitted with the bid.



PA response: Appendix J has been deleted in its’ entirety. 



12. Appendix L – State of Maryland Special Provision Regarding Bisphenol-A Prohibition.  Please confirm what documentation, if any, will be required to satisfy this portion of the IFB.  Please confirm the documentation will only be required after the Bid is awarded.



PA response: Successful Bidder is expected to adhere to all state laws with regards to the execution of this Contract. No documentation is required in connection with this special provision. If the law should change to include any certifications or documentation requirements with regards to the BPA law, those requirements will be handled by amendment to the Contract in accordance with current law. 



13. Sample Contract – Please confirm the Sample Contract must be completed and submitted as part of the Bid Submission.  If confirmed, please confirm the only required information to be completed is on page 8 of 26.



PA response: Confirms. Only information for legal notices, found on page #8 requires completion and submittal.



Nestle Nutrition Questions:



1. Request for Bid Due Date Extension - Given the large number of States,

territories, and Indian Tribal Organizations in this contracting alliance, the large

number of documents to be reviewed, and the resulting complexity of this large,

multi-state/organization bid, the short time-frame for submitting bids does not

provide adequate time for potential bidders to evaluate the bid solicitation

documents. Therefore, we strongly urge the Purchasing Activity (PA) to extend the

due date for bids by a minimum of three weeks. Additional time is necessary to

ensure all bidders are able to analyze the data provided in the bid solicitation

documents and submit their best possible bid for this contracting alliance. A short

extension will still allow the States adequate time to implement a new contract. We

note several other States that must bid new infant formula rebate contracts with start

dates of October 1, 2012, have yet to even release their bid solicitation documents.





PA response: The Bid Due date has been extended via amendment #2. Bids are due at the place and time indicated in the Invitation for Bid on Tuesday, May 15, 2012.





2. Page 6 of 25, Section 2, paragraph 2.3 - Contract Term - We have the following

questions:

a. In order to obtain the best possible bids from all potential bidders, we

request the Purchasing Activity (PA) require mutual consent for all contract

extensions. We understand the PA's interest in retaining sole control over

contract extension options. However, eliminating mutual consent for

contract extensions significantly reduces the attractiveness of this bid

opportunity given the six-year potential term of the contract. Please confirm

this change will be made.



PA response: Purchasing Authority agrees to extensions that have been mutually agreed upon by both parties.   

 





b. Please explain what is meant by "or portion of the whole" in the first

paragraph of this section. Which portions of this contract might be extended

and which remaining portions rebid?



PA response: Although we do not anticipate extending a “portion of the whole” in this Contract, we do reserve the right to do so. Given the fact that we may have two separate Contractors (vendors), one for milk-based formula and one for soy-based formula, it may occur that one Contractor would agree to extend their contract while the other would not agree to extend their contract. This is standard boilerplate language.



c. What type of response is required under subparagraph c.?



PA response: “Response” in this case refers to receipt of the signed agreement to extend from the Contractor to the Purchasing Authority.



3. Page 8 of 25, Section 3, paragraph 3.6 - Bidder Responsiveness - Please explain

how the PA will "consider the actual level of Bidder's compliance with the

requirements specified in the Solicitation . . ." What objective factors will be used

to evaluate compliance?



PA response: Responsiveness is evaluated on the Bidder’s presentation of all items required in the Solicitation, in the format required, signed if necessary, delivered to the correct location, at the correct time, etc. as indicated for compliance in Part 1, page 15 of 25, Section 7.4 of the Solicitation document. No objective factors will be used to evaluate compliance. 



4. Page 9 of 25, Section 4, paragraph 4.2 - Solicitation Amendments - In order to

ensure all bidders have adequate time to evaluate any changes made to this

solicitation prior to the bid due date, we request the PA agree to amend the bid due

date to ensure bidders have a minimum of 5 business days to review and analyze

any amendments or other changes to the solicitation that may be issued.



PA response: PA agrees to extend the Bid Due Date by a minimum of five (5) business days if the information included in the Solicitation Amendment is of a material nature and will require additional time/effort on the part of the Bidders. The determination of “material” and “immaterial” information will be at the sole discretion of the Purchasing Authority.



5. Page 11 of 25, Section 6, paragraph 6.1 - Submission of Response - Please confirm only one original bid package is required to be submitted (no copies), other than copies of the completed Bid Price Sheets on a CD or flash drive.



PA response: Purchasing Authority confirms only one original hard copy bid submittal is required. However, This section is amended to include: all submittal documents, including the Bid Price Sheets must be included on the CD or flash drive.



6. Page 12 of 25, Section 6, paragraph 6.4 - We have the following questions:

a. Please provide the complete address, including room number, for the public

bid opening. The address on the front of the IFB does not include a room

number.



PA response:  Public Bid Opening will be held at 1500 Jefferson Street SE, FIRST FLOOR PRESENTATION ROOM, Olympia, WA 98501. 



b. Please confirm bids will be opened in front of the public attendees, and will

remain sealed until opened at the public bid opening.



PA response: Confirms.



7. Page 13 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.1B - Bidder Profile - Please confirm "see

Appendix B" in this paragraph refers to the embedded attachment Appendix B on

page 21 of the IFB.



PA response: Confirms.



8. Page 14 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.2, Item #1 - Is a full copy of the IFB, Part

One (25 of 25 pages), required to be included in the bid package?



PA response: No. The required submittal is as written “a hard copy of the Authorized Offer and Contract Signature Page with an original signature”.



9. Page 14 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.2, Item #3 - Please confirm that "completed

(legal notices) hard copy of Part Two - Model Contract" refers to the table on page

8 of Part Two (Model Contract) and no other information is required to be

submitted to comply with this requirement.



PA response: Confirms.





10. Page 15 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.3 - Evaluation and Award Overview – We have the following questions:

a. Please replace the phrase "Total Monthly Net Price" with "Total Net Cost

Per Month" to be consistent with the language used on the Bid Sheet

(Appendices C-1 and C-2). This phrase appears twice in this section. Please

also amend the definitions section in Part Two to be consistent with the Bid

Sheets.



PA response: Confirms.



b. The second paragraph states "Awards will be made on an "All-or-none"

basis within each category." Please confirm "each category" refers to milk

or soy infant formulas. If unable to confirm, please explain what is meant by

"each category."



PA response: Confirms.



c. In the fourth paragraph, please delete or explain "(3) Accept any portion of

the items Bid unless the Bidder conspicuously stipulates all or nothing in

their Bid." Under what circumstances would the PA accept a portion of the

items bid but not others?



PA response: Item #3 does not pertain to this contract. Bidder may disregard.



d. In the fourth paragraph, please delete or explain "(5) Award on an all or

none consolidated basis taking into consideration 'lifecycle costs.'" What are

the lifecycle costs relevant to this bid and resulting contract that might be

considered in making an award?



PA response: Bidder may disregard reference(s) to lifecycle costs.



e. In the fourth paragraph, please explain what is meant by "(6) Award in

aggregate when in the best interests of the State." Under what circumstances

would the PA reject a low bid to make an aggregate award? We request this

clause be deleted from the IFB.



PA response: An award in aggregate does not pertain to this contract.



11. Page 16 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.4, we have the following questions:



a. Is the PA requesting a narrative on items (a)-(f) in this section? If no, please

identify the relevant sections of this IFB and accompanying attachments

from which these elements will be evaluated. If yes, where should this

information be included in the bid package?



PA response: No. Responsibility criteria may be any or all of the listed items. The section states “the following elements shall be given consideration” when determining Bidder responsibility. Bidder responsibility will be established after the lowest, responsive Bidder has been determined. (Bidders deemed non- responsive will not be evaluated further.) Additionally, the State reserves the right to “make reasonable inquiry” to establish and/or confirm that the responsibility factors listed in items a through e, and any other factors deemed appropriate, are acceptable prior to award. The elements will be evaluated by public procurement specialists and legal experts to be certain the lowest, responsive Bidder has the proven ability to perform the contract.





b. How will the PA evaluate the elements? What objective measures will be

used to evaluate these elements?



PA response: See response to question #11 above.    



c. We request the first paragraph in part (f) be deleted in its entirety. This

paragraph does not apply to this infant formula rebate contract. If the PA is

unwilling to delete this paragraph, please explain how this paragraph is

relevant to this bid.



PA response: Bidder may disregard reference(s) to life cycle costing.



d. Please amend the last paragraph of this section to require reasonable notice

from the PA prior to requesting an on-site inspection of the Bidder's

facilities. Should an on-site inspection be requested, the Contractor would

want to make sure the appropriate personnel are available to assist

representatives of the PA.





PA response: Confirms that “reasonable notice” would be given in the event of an on-site inspection.



12. Page 18 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.6 - Bid Sheet #1 - Is proof of authority, such

as a Certificate of Incumbency, required for the person signing the bid package?



PA response: No. Reference page 8 of 26 (Model Contract) Contract Information, Section 1.6 – the signatories to this Contract (also pertains to offer) represent that they have the authority to bind their respective organizations to the Contract.



13. Page 18 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.6 - Bid Sheet #2 - The bolded sentence states

Bid Price Sheet #2 must be signed but there is no signature section on Price Sheet

#2.  Please include or signature line or clarify a signature is not required on Bid

Sheet  #2.



PA response: The referenced section in is error. Instead of Bid Price Sheet #1, it should state Bid Price Sheet Page #1. Instead of Bid Price Sheet #2, it should state Bid Price Sheet Page #2. Only page #1, (for each category being bid) requires a signature. Revised Bid Price Sheets are included with this amendment.

 

14. Page 19 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.7 - We have the following questions:

a. Please replace "Total Monthly Net Wholesale Cost" (in both instances) with

"Total Net Cost Per Month to be consistent with the Bid Sheets?



PA response: Confirms. Total Net Cost Per Month is correct.



b. Please amend the IFB to include an objective method for breaking tie bids.

We urge deletion of the reference to "mitigating factors" in this section. If

not deleted, please explain what mitigating factors will be considered and

how these factors will be evaluated.





REMOVE

PA response: This section is amended to read as follows: In the event more than one responsive, responsible Bidder submits lowest bids for the exact same Total Monthly Net Wholesale Cost within the same category of product (Milk-based/Soy-Based), the tied Bidders will be given an opportunity to improve and resubmit their bid pricing to determine and facilitate an award.  If necessary this may continue in successive rounds.  If successive rounds are not effective in securing a single award, at the State’s sole discretion, the tie may be broken by a method mutually agreed to by the Procurement Coordinator and the remaining tied Bidders.  The prevailing Bidder selected through an agreed tie-breaker method will be awarded the contract.



15. 1Page 20 of 25, Section 7, paragraph 7.8 - Notification of Apparent Successful

Bidder - Please provide additional information on the "responsibility analysis"

referenced in this section. 



PA response:  Please refer to Part I, page 16 of 25 for responsibility criteria. 



15.2 What factors might cause the PA to change its view of whether a Bidder submits a responsive and responsible bid from the time a notice of

award is issued to the time an actual award is made. We request this paragraph be

deleted in its entirety or amended to provide assurances to all Bidders that bids will

be evaluated objectively.



PA response:  Bid submittals are responsive (or not). Bidders are responsible (or not). If a Bidder has submitted a responsive Bid, has been determined to be the lowest Bidder and meets all of the Bidder responsibility criteria, an “Intent to Award” notification may be issued. If the Bidder’s business circumstances change to the extent that they are considered non-responsible after the intent has been issued, but prior to award, the Purchasing Authority could make the determination to not award to the Bidder a.) Until they are compliant with the required responsibility criteria or b.) Not at all. This section will not be deleted or amended at this time.   





16. Page 21 of 25, Section 8 - We have the following questions:





a. Please confirm Appendix A does not need to be signed. Please further

confirm a full copy of Appendix A must be included in the bid package?



PA response: Confirms on both counts



b. Please confirm that Appendices D, E. F, G, I, J, K, L, M do not have to be

submitted with the bid package. These Appendices are not listed on the

Submittal checklist on page 14 in Section 7.2.



PA response: Confirms



c. Please confirm the "PR/Award Number or Project Name" in Appendix H

should reference the Solicitation Number (05411).



PA response: Confirms.



d. Please confirm the text attachment in Appendix H is a duplicate of the PDF

form attachment and does not need to be submitted with the bid package.



PA response: Confirms.



17. Appendix A, page 2, Section 3 - Use of Primary Contract Infant Formula - This

section states that "Participating Entities reserve the right to issue non-contract

brands of infant formula according to the Participating Entity's agency policy per

Appendix G." We have the following questions:

a. Please provide, for each Participating Entity, the number of infants who

receive non-contract, non-exempt infant formula products.



Response:  The requested data is not pertinent to this IFB.  The Participating Entities provided all the data that USDA-FNS requires for this solicitation.  



b. Please provide, for each Participating Entity, the number of units of noncontract,

non-exempt infant formula products provided in the most recent

three-month period, broken out by brand and form



Response:  The requested data is not pertinent to this IFB.  The Participating Entities provided all the data that USDA-FNS requires for this solicitation.





c. Please provide, for each Participating Entity, the number of units of exempt

infant formula products provided in the most recent three-month period,

broken out by brand and form.



Response:  The requested data is not pertinent to this IFB.  The Participating Entities provided all the data that USDA-FNS requires for this solicitation.



d. Will any of the Participating Entities adhere to a zero tolerance policy with

respect to issuance of non-contract, non-exempt formulas (i.e., only

contractor’s standard formulas suitable for routine issuance will be issued to

WIC participants) when the new contract becomes effective? Please list

each Participating Entity that will adhere to such policy.



Response:  See each Participating Entities’ Appendix G for their policies and procedures for “Assigning Food Packages” and “Infant Formula”.  



18. Appendix A, page 3, Section 4 - Contract Infant Formula Availability - For each

Participating Entity, please provide the stocking requirements that will used during

the transition if a new Contractor is awarded this contract.
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Response:  Each Participating Entity provided their minimum stocking requirements in their Appendix G.  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question. Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-3.  



19. Appendix A, page 3, Section 6.3 - Please add the word "reconstituted" before the

word "ounce" in the second to last line of this section.



Response:  This section will not be revised. GAO Report 06-380, April 2006

“Requires the winning bidder that discontinues production of the primary contract infant formula to provide a rebate that yields the same net cost per ounce for the replacement formula. 









20. Appendix A, page 4, Section 8.5 - Please confirm the reference to Section 9.3 was intended to reference Section 8.3.



PA response: Confirmed. Correct reference is Section 8.3 



21. Appendix A, page 4, Section 9.1 - Please describe the method each Participating

Entity will use to send the Contractor a monthly invoice. Will invoices be emailed

or sent through the mail?



Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.  Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-4.  



22. Appendix A, page 5, Section 9.7 - We have the following questions:

a. This section states that "When possible, Participating Entities will provide

an electronic data file to validate the monthly invoice." Please confirm each

Participating Entity agrees to provide an electronic data file with each

invoice. Each Participating Entity must have a data file to generate the

invoice. Therefore, there should be no reason why a data file cannot be

provided each month.



Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.  Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-5.



b. For each Participating Entity, please describe the method used to survey or

otherwise determine the average retail price of the products redeemed, and

the method used for calculating the actual number of cans redeemed.



Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.  Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-6.    



23. Appendix A, page 5, Section 11 - Late Rebate Payment - Please confirm the one (1)

percent late fee is assessed as a monthly fee and will be prorated by the number of

days the payment is late.



Response:  This provision remains as written in the IFB.   



24. Appendix A, page 7, Section 17.4 - Transition and Communication Plan - This

section appears to indicate that each Participating Entity will implement an

immediate transition to the new Contractor's products with all Food Instruments

with a "first day of use" date of October 1, 2012 or later listing the new Contractor's

products on the FI. However, the fourth sentence in this section states that: "The

transition process may vary significantly between Participating Entities." Please

confirm each Participating Entity will issue Food Instruments with the new

Contractor's products if the "first day of use" date is October 1, 2012 or later. If

unable to confirm, please explain the transition procedures for each Participating

Entity.





Response:  Each Participating Entity confirmed that Food Instruments will be issued with the new Contractor’s products if the “first day of use” is October 1, 2012 or later. Refer to “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” documents.  See question #1-7 for each Participating Entity’s response.  



25. Appendix B, page 3, Section E. - Please explain what information is being

requested here and for what purpose. This section does not appear to be relevant to

this infant formula rebate contract as all products provided are purchased through

normal retail distribution systems. Are the Participating Entities requesting the

ability to purchase infant formula products directly from the manufacturer?



PA response: Bidders may mark “N/A” in this section of the form. 



26. Appendix B, page 4, Section F. - This section is not relevant to an infant formula

rebate contract. We request this section be deleted in its entirety.



PA response: Bidders may mark “N/A” in this section of the form. 



27. Appendix I, page 1 - Participants - The Participating Entities listed in this section

are incorrect. Please amend this section to include the correct Participating Entities.





PA response: Confirms. Refer to Part 1, page 5 of 25 of the Solicitation documents for the participating entities.



28. Appendix I, page 1 - Quality Estimates - This section should be labeled "Quantity" Estimates.



PA response: Confirms



29. Appendix I, page 2 - Conflict of Terms - Please confirm there are no "special terms

and conditions" in this IFB and accompanying documents. If unable to confirm,

please describe which document contains the special terms and conditions. For

example, would Appendix A be considered "special terms and conditions"?



PA response: There are special (entity-specific) provisions. There are no special terms and conditions.



30. Appendix I, page 3 - Audit of Records - We request this section be deleted as it is

repeated in other portions of this IFB.



PA response: Appendix I is WSCA Terms and Conditions. PA cannot alter this document.



31. Appendix I, page 3 - Entity Participation - Please provide an explanation for the

significance of this provision. Have any of the Participating Entities not yet

received approval from their respective State Chief Procurement Official to

Participate in this contract?



PA response: All participating entities have filed signed, Intents to Participate with WSCA and the Purchasing Authority (OSP).



32. Appendix J, West Virginia Addendum Agreement - Does form WV-96 need to be

signed and returned with the bid documents?



PA response: Appendix J is deleted in its entirety.



33. Appendix J, West Virginia Addendum Agreement - Please amend paragraph 14 to require 180 days notice to terminate this contract.



PA response: Appendix J is deleted in its entirety.



34. Appendix J, West Virginia HIPAA Business Associate Addendum - We request this document be deleted from this IFB. Potential bidders on this contract are not Business Associates. Furthermore, bidders will not be provided any confidential health information under this contract. If unwilling to delete this document, please provide a brief explanation for its purpose with respect to this infant formula rebate contract.



PA response: Appendix J is deleted in its entirety.



35. Appendix K - Protest Procedure - When will bidders have access to full copies of the bids submitted by each bidder? We request bidders be given a minimum 7

business days to review all of the bids prior to the PA completing a contract award.

Bidders must be provided an opportunity to review all bid packages prior to the

execution of the contract with the PA in order to protect their rights for timely and

appropriate protest. Please confirm this Appendix will be amended to ensure

bidders have timely access to all bid packages



PA Response: The protest procedure for the Office of State Procurement is stipulated by the Washington Administrative Codes and cannot be arbitrarily altered. Appendix K outlines the protest prior to award and the protest after award procedures. Under no circumstance will a Bidder be allowed to view full copies of the bids submitted by each Bidder until after award. This protest procedure has been reviewed by USDA for this Solicitation. 



36. Part Two - Model Contract, page 6 of 26, Definitions - Please amend the definition for "Total Monthly Net Price" to be consistent with the language used on the Bid Price Sheet - i.e., "Total Net Cost Per Month." Please also replace "Monthly Net Price" with "Net Cost Total" as stated on the Bid Price Sheet.



PA response: Confirms that references found on Bid Price Sheets are correct.











37. Part Two, page 7 of 26, Section 1.4.1 - Will the questions and answers be issued asan amendment to this IFB and incorporated in the contract? Please confirm the Q&As will take precedence if there is ambiguity or conflicting terms among the various documents.



PA response: Confirms that solicitation modifications made by written Amendment will take precedence if there is ambiguity or conflicting terms among the various documents.



38. Part Two, page 10 of 26, Section 2.8 - Sales & Subcontractor Reports - We request this section be deleted in its entirety. In unwilling to delete this provision, please provide additional information about the reports required under this Section. If such reports are currently being provided, please provide a sample report so Bidders can fully understand what is expected under this provision. Is the PA referring to rebated sales only? The Participating Entities will be supplying the sales data to the Contractor, not the other way around.



PA response: The State of Washington requires usage reports from our vendors on a quarterly basis which indicate by entity, the total sales for the quarter. New Contractors will be instructed how to enter their data in the State’s online usage reporting system.



39. Part Two, page 10 of 26, Section 2.9 - Other Required Report(s) - This section does not appear to be relevant to this infant formula rebate contract. We request this section be deleted in its entirety.



PA response: This may be relevant to this contract. Section will not be amended or deleted.



40. Part Two, page 11 of 26, Section 3.2 - Dealer Authorization - All the potential

bidders to this solicitation are manufacturers. We therefore believe this section is

not relevant and request it be deleted in its entirety.



PA response: Bidders may disregard this section.











41. Part Two, page 11 of 26, Section 3.3 - Staff Qualifications - Please explain what is meant by "Purchasing Activity has the right to approve or reject any change in Contractor's personnel." We strongly object to this provision and urge the PA to either delete this provision in its entirety or amend this section to reflect a more appropriate relationship between the parties.



PA response: Bidders may disregard this section.



42. Part Two, page 11 of 26, Section 3.6 - Contractor Authority and Infringement – This section does not appear to apply to this infant formula rebate contract. We request this provision be deleted in its entirety.



PA response:  Bidder may disregard this section



43. Part Two, page 12 of 26, Section 3.7 - Materials and Workmanship - This section does not appear to apply to this infant formula rebate contract. We request this provision be deleted in its entirety.



PA response: This section will not be amended or deleted.



44. Part Two, page 12 of 26, Section 4 - Delivery Requirements - We request this

section also be deleted in its entirety. Section 4.1, 4.2, and 4.3 do not apply to this

infant formula contract, and section 4.4 is addressed in other sections of this IFB.



PA response:  This section will not be amended or deleted.



45. Part Two, page 13 of 26, Section 6.1 - We request this section be deleted. A similar provision is included on page 7 of Appendix A.



PA response:  This section will not be amended or deleted.



46. Part Two, page 14 of 26, Section 6.4 - Protection of Confidential and Personal

Information - We request this section be deleted in its entirety. The Contractor will

not be given any confidential or personal information by the Participating Entities.

The Contractor will simply be invoiced for products purchased through retail

outlets.







PA response:  This section will not be amended or deleted.

 



47. Part Two, pages 16-19 of 26, Section 7.8 - Insurance - We note that, like most large multinational corporations, we employ the common practice of self-insuring which is a practice deemed acceptable by other WIC programs and other customers as adequate to meet all foreseeable claims and the insurance requirements contained in similar contracts and agreements. Please confirm this practice satisfies the requirements of this section. Notwithstanding the above, please delete section 7.8.3 as it is not applicable to this contract.



PA response: Section 7.8.3 only – BAP is amended. Bidder may disregard this requirement.  The successful Bidder(s) are required to have and maintain the specific insurance coverages, at the minimum coverage limits indicated in the Solicitation documents, throughout the entire Contract period. Bidders may be self-insured for the purposes of this contract. Within 15 days after award, successful Bidder(s) will be required to submit a Certificate of Insurance and a current, audited, consolidated financial statement for State review.    



48. Part Two, page 21 of 26, Section 8.2 - Administrative Suspension - This section does not appear to be relevant to this infant formula rebate contract. We request it be deleted in its entirety. If the PA is unwilling to delete this section, please provide additional information on how this provision might be utilized with this contract.



PA response: Bidders may disregard this section. 



49. Part Two, page 24 of 26, Section 9.3 - Termination for Cause - We request the

notification requirement in this section be extended to a minimum of 120 days to

allow time for rebidding the contract. We further request Section include a clause providing that each Participating Entity agree to reasonable efforts for working with the Contractor to minimize the issuance of non-contract formulas until a new

contract is executed. We request the PA further agree to expeditiously execute a

new contract should this provision be invoked. 









PA response: This section clearly states if corrective action is not taken by the Contractor within (30) thirty calendar days after receipt of written notification, the contract may be terminated. This section will not be altered or deleted.  



50. Part Two, page 24 of 26, Section 9.4 - Termination for Convenience – Termination for Convenience – Thirty days notice to terminate this contract for convenience is unreasonable and unrealistic for a WIC infant formula contract. We urge the notice requirement in this provision be changed from 30 days to 180 days. We note the PA will need this amount of time to re-bid the contract. Please confirm this change will be made.



PA response:  This section will not be altered or deleted.  Use #13 language



51. Part Two, page 25 of 26, Section 9.8 - Termination Procedure - This section does not apply to this infant formula rebate contract. We therefore request that it be

deleted in its entirety and replaced with language explaining the procedures the PA

and the Participating Entities will use with respect to issuance of Food Instruments

if the contract is terminated for reasons cited in Section 9.



PA response: The Participating Entities must follow federal regulations for continuous infant formula cost containment. Part Two, page 25 of 26, Section 9.8 is amended to include: The Contractor will pay the contracted rebate amount for the contract infant formula or an alternate FDA approved infant formula substituted by the Participating Entities in the event of a breach and/or default of the terms herein resulting in the termination of the Contract, until such time as a new Contract is awarded.  



52. Appendix G - we have the following questions:

a. American Samoa - Actual invoices listing the number of units redeemed

for each type and form of infant formula were not provided. Please provide

this information for the same time period provided by the other Participating

Entities.



Response:  American Samoa’s additional information that accompanies their invoices is provided with their responses to the bidders’ question.  See their “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-2.





b. Arizona - Please provide a more detailed and complete explanation of the

partial redemption calculation methodology. Please also provide an example

of an actual calculation.



Response: See Arizona’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-3.A.



c. District of Columbia - Would DC provide an explanation for its high use of

concentrate formula? Do participants request this form and prefer it over

powder? Does DC expect to use a higher percentage of powder during the

term of this contract?



Response:  See District of Columbia’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-5.A.



d. Delaware - Please provide an explanation of the partial redemption

methodology utilized in Delaware. We did not see a description of the

methodology in this Appendix.



Response:  See Delaware’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-4. 



e. Idaho - Please provide an explanation of the partial redemption

methodology utilized in Idaho. We did not see a description of the

methodology in this Appendix.



Response:  See Idaho’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-6.A. 



f. Kansas (question for all other Participating Entities) - Kansas specified

the rounding method it will utilize when determining the number of units of

product to be rebated. None of the other Participating Entities specified the

rounding method. Therefore, we request each Participating Entity provide a

full explanation for the rounding method used for determining the number

of units to be rebated.









Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.  Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-11.  





g. Montana - Please confirm that, consistent with this IFB, Montana only

requires four decimal places for rebate figures.



Response:  See Montana’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-7.

  

h. Navajo Nation - Actual invoices listing the number of units redeemed for

each type and form of infant formula were not provided. Please provide this

information for the same time period provided by the other Participating

Entities.



Response:  Navajo Nation’s additional information that accompanies their invoices is provided with their responses to the bidders’ question.  See their “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-8.



i. Oregon - When calculating average retail price, the method used by Oregon

divides the dollar amount of each redeemed Food Instrument by 95% of the

redeeming vendor's shelf price for that formula. The Virgin Islands

multiplies by 95%. Why is this calculation performed differently in each

Participating Entity? Can both entities use the same method?



Response:  Each Entity calculates differently. Please refer to Oregon’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-1.



j. Virgin Islands - see Oregon question above.

Additional Questions



Response:  See Virgin Islands’ “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-11.



53. What is the current status of EBT in each of the Participating Entities



Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.  Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-8.



54. For each Participating Entity, do participants receive their food instruments on the day they visit the clinic? Do food instruments have a "first date to use" of the day participants visit the clinic (i.e., are they distributed evenly throughout the month) or do they have a "first date to use" on specified days during the month?



Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question. Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-9.



55. How many WIC-only (above 50% vendors) are authorized in each Participating Entity?



Response: Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.   Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-10.





56. What are the top 5 retail chains in each Participating Entity in terms of total WICdollar volume?



Response: Per 7 CFR, 246 Participating Entities are unable to provide this information.







Mead Johnson Bidders’ Questions:

1. Cover Page  

A.  Please provide a room number on the third floor where the bid should be delivered and will be opened.  

PA response: Bids will be received at, and public bid opening will be held at 1500 Jefferson Street, SE, FIRST FLOOR PRESENTATION ROOM, Olympia, WA  98501. 

2. Section 2.1 Purpose and Scope (page 6 of  26 paragraph 5)  

A. Please revise the last sentence to read “The Contractor will also pay rebates on any Milk-Based Contract Infant Formula and/or Soy-Based Contract Infant Formula subsequently added to the Contract following Award”.   



PA response: PA confirms revision will be accepted.

3. Section 2.3 Contract Term (page 6 of  26)  

A. Contracts with mutual extensions are more attractive to potential bidders.  Please revise this section to allow for mutual extensions.  

B. Please confirm that extension periods will be three one-year periods.  

C. If not confirmed, please describe the length and number of extensions.



PA response: This section is amended to include Purchasing Authority agrees to extensions that have been mutually agreed upon by both parties. (Extension terms need to remain flexible as indicated in Section 2.3.)    



4. Section 4.3 Contract Formation (page 9 of  26)  

A. This section indicates that “a major portion” of the contract is contained in Exhibit A.  Please advise what other information will be included in any resulting contract and confirm that any added portions will be subject to agreement by the successful contractor.    









PA response: There is no Exhibit A. Appendix A is the Statement of Work, where most of the infant formula contract-specific information lives. All pre-bid amendment information( changes, clarifications) will be made a part of the contract, either by physical inclusion or by reference and Bidder agrees to the amended terms of the Contract through written amendment. Post-award amendments will be by mutual agreement.



5. Section 6.2 Bid Submittal Format (page 11 of 26 paragraph 3)  

A. Please confirm that a potential bidder does not need to submit a certificate of corporate resolution.  



PA response:  That is correct. Page 8 of 26 (Model Contract) Contract Information, Section 1.6 – the signatories to this Contract (also pertains to offer) represent that they have the authority to bind their respective organizations to the Contract.  



6. Section 7.2. Submittal Checklist – Item 3 (page 14 of 26)  

A. Please confirm that a potential bidder only needs to complete and submit Page 8 of Part Two – which contains the legal notices section - in order to be responsive to this requirement.



PA confirms. Only information for legal notices, found on page #8, Part Two requires completion and submittal.

  

7. Section 7.3 Evaluation and Award Overview (page 	15 of 26 paragraph 4)  

A. Because federal law here requires that award be made to the bidder offering the lowest total monthly net price, please remove the statement which allows the consideration of “lifecycle costs” in an award analysis.  



PA agrees – Bidder may disregard reference(s) to lifecycle costs.





8. Section  7.4 Evaluation Process (page 15 of 26 paragraph 3)  







A. Because federal law here requires that award be made to the bidder offering the lowest total monthly net price, please remove the statement which allows the consideration of “lifecycle costs” in an award analysis.  

B. If not removed, please state how including such a consideration complies with governing federal law.      





PA agrees – Bidder may disregard reference to lifecycle costs.



9. Section 7.5 Bid Price Sheet Submittals (page 17 of 26 paragraph 2)  

A. Please confirm that potential bidders are only required to submit pricing for one powder, one concentrate and one RTU as instructed in Section 7.6 on page 18 of 26. 



Response: Confirmed.  Bidders need to insure that they fill out the correct row that represents the unit size that they manufacture for their liquid concentrate and ready to feed formula.   



10. Part Two. Definitions. Responsible Bidder (page 6 of 26)  

A. Please confirm that by signing Bid Sheets Appendix C-1 and C-2 a potential bidder meets the requirements of the definition of “Responsible Bidder” as described.  

B. If not confirmed, please describe what other “certification” is required in order to be a responsible bidder.  



PA response: Signing the Bid sheets is part of the Bidder responsiveness criteria. (See Model Contract, page 6 of 26 – definitions) Bidder responsibility factors (See Model Contract, page 6 of 26 – definitions) and responsiveness factors are also addressed in Part 1 on pages 15 and 16 of 25.

 

11. Part Two.  Section 7.8 Insurance (page 16 of 26)  

A. Please confirm this section is not applicable to an infant formula rebate contract. 



B. If not confirmed, the only companies that are qualified to bid on this particular contract all have substantial assets and demonstrable solvency.  Mead Johnson and possibly other bidders are self-insured. Please confirm such self-insurance is adequate to meet these insurance requirements. 



PA response: The successful Bidder(s) are required to have and maintain the specific insurance coverages as indicated in the Solicitation documents, throughout the entire Contract period. Bidders may be self-insured for the purposes of this contract. Within 15 days after award, successful Bidder(s) will be required to submit a Certificate of Insurance and a current, audited, consolidated financial statement for State review.    



12. Part Two. Section 8.1 Problem Resolution and Disputes (page 20 of 26)  

A. Please confirm that Appendix A, Section 12 supersedes the dispute resolution process shown here for purposes of this contract.



PA response: Page 20 of 26 refers to general problem or dispute resolution. The last paragraph in Section 8.1 is in reference to amounts owed the Contractor by the purchaser and the directive for the purchaser to work with the Contractor and to make a good faith effort to pay the amounts it feels it owes while the dispute is being resolved. Appendix A is more specific to this contract but it does not supersede or conflict with Section 8.1.  

 

13. Part Two. Section 9.4 Contract Termination (page 24 of 26)  

A. Please revise this section to provide the same termination rights for the Contractor with 180 days written notice. 



PA response: The Purchasing Authority will not amend this section. The Contractor may not terminate the contract during the term of the contract. The Contractor may elect to not extend the contract after the initial 3-year term has ended.  Federal regulations require State agencies to have an infant formula rebate contract for cost containment in place on a continuous basis.



B. If not revised, please provide a detailed explanation of why the Contractor should not be afforded the similar rights.





14. Appendix A. Section 1.1 Scope of Work (page 1)  

A. Please revise this section to read “Rebates…are limited to infant formulas excluding exempt infant formulas purchased under….”



Response:  This section is amended to read:  “Rebates paid to Participating Entities under this Contract are limited to infant formula excluding exempt infant formulas purchased under the federally funded WIC Program with USDA, FNS funds.



15. Appendix A. Section 3 Use of Primary Contract Infant Formula (page 2)  

A. Please provide the percentage of non-contract brand infant formulas currently being issued by each Participating Entity.  



Response:  The requested data is not pertinent to this IFB.  The Participating Entities provided all the data that USDA-FNS requires for this solicitation.



16. Appendix A.  Section 6.3 Product Changes (page 3)  

A. Please revise the last sentence in Section 6.3 to read …. “it must provide a rebate that yields the same percentage discount for the replacement formula”.



Response:  See Nestle Nutrition’s question #19.

17. Appendix A. Section 8.5 Failure To Supply Sufficient Quantities (page 4)  

A. Please correct the reference in this section regarding the proposed remedy.  Section referenced should be Section 8.3 instead of Section 9.3. 



Response:  Confirmed.

18. Appendix A. Section 9.7 Monthly Invoices and Documentation (page 5)  

A. Monthly data files are invaluable in order for the Contractor to validate invoices with accuracy and integrity.  Please confirm that a unique identifier per participant (pseudo participant identification number) can be provided.  



Response:  No, unique identifier per participant cannot be provided.


B. If no unique identifier per participant is provided and the Participating Entity is either EBT or issues multiple food instruments to a participant for one month’s worth of benefits, please detail how the Contractor would be able to sum up the total number of infant formula cans redeemed by a single 

C. 



participant for the month to ensure that total cans issued did not exceed the federally regulated monthly maximums.



Response:  Participating Entities are not allowed by federal regulations to issue formula that exceeds the maximum monthly allowances.  

 

D. Now that the new food package regulations vary the monthly number of cans of infant formula issued by infant age in months and by feeding method (Partially Breastfeed or Fully Formula Feed), these two pieces of information are required in order to be able to validate that the federally regulated monthly maximums are not exceeded. Please confirm that the food package identification can be used to identify both the infant age group and feeding method.



Response:  Participating Entities are not allowed by federal regulations to issue formula that exceeds the maximum monthly allowances. Please refer to Participating Entities’ Appendix G for policy and procedures on “Assigning Food Packages”.
 

E. If not confirmed, please confirm that infant age group and feeding method will be provided as separate fields in the data file.



Response:  Participating Entities will not provide the two requested data elements in their data file.
  

F. Please define "redemption date of food instrument".  Specifically, is this the date the participant redeems the food instrument with the vendor or is it the date the vendor is paid by the Participating Entity?



Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.  Go to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-12.


19. Appendix A. Section 10 Rebate Payment (page 5)  

A. To better ensure that retail price adjustments which affect the rebate per can applied to the invoice accurately correspond to the retail price per can reimbursed to the vendor by the Participating Entity, please confirm that each month’s processed food instruments included in the rebate invoices will be divided according to issue month and that any changes in the rebate per can will only be applied to the rebates for those food instruments issued on or after the date of the price change.  For example, consider a food instrument with an issued month of July which is processed by the Participating Entity in August.  Please confirm that if a wholesale price change goes into effect Aug 15, the rebate change associated with the wholesale price change would not be applied to this food instrument with an issued month of July as the amount reimbursed to the vendor by the Participating Entity was the wholesale price before the change went into effect.



Response:  This is not confirmed.  Each Participating Entity has different capabilities with their data system.  See each Participating Entities’ Appendix G, “Methodology for Determining What Qualifies for a Rebate”.  In addition, WSCA can discuss these concerns with the Contractor.



20. Appendix A. Section 12 Invoice Disputes or Errors (page 5)  

A. Please confirm that there is no time limit on disputes arising from fraud or other illegal activity that prevents the Contractor from being able to identify the incorrect billing earlier.  



Response:  IFB, Appendix A, section 12, Invoice Disputes and Errors, outlines the time limits allowed on disputes for any reasons including fraud or illegal activity.


B. Please confirm the following (i) no Participating Entity will issue quantities of infant formula in excess of the monthly maximums prescribed by federal law for each WIC participant;  (ii) the Contractor will not be required to pay rebates on quantities of infant formula in excess of the federal monthly maximums; and (iii) if rebates for quantities in excess of the federal monthly maximums are billed and rebated in error, the amounts associated with the over issuance and redemption will be reimbursed to the Contractor upon discovery.



Response:  This is not confirmed.  Participating Entities are not allowed by federal regulations to issue formula that exceeds the maximum monthly allowances.  Any billing disputes must follow the dispute process outlined in the IFB, Appendix A, section 12, Invoice Disputes and Errors.







C. If any portion of Section B above is not confirmed, please provide a detailed explanation of why such portion was not confirmed.



Response:  See response to question #20.B.



21. Appendix A. Section 13 Record Retention and Audits (page 5)  

A. Please confirm that documents and/or information regarding policies, procedures and operations of the WIC Program and infant formula monthly issuance allotments by brand and can size, infant age category and feeding method will be provided based on the Participating Entities open records law.



Response:  Each Participating Entity will review the open record request and will determine at the time of the request what is appropriate to provide based on the Participating Entity’s Open Records Policy/Law.


B. Please confirm that redacted food instruments or redacted EBT Issuance/Transaction History including infant age in months and feeding method type will be made available to the Contractor upon request for the purpose of verifying that appropriate issuance is maintained.  



Response:  This is not confirmed.  Each Participating Entities has different capabilities with their data system.  The rebate contract stipulates that if the Participating Entity buys the infant formula from a vendor, then the Contractor owes the Participating Entity a rebate on each unit of infant formula by type and form purchased.  


C. If not confirmed, please describe what process is in place for the Contractor to validate issuance/redemption and program compliance.



Response:  This is not confirmed. Each Participating Entity will review the open record request and will determine at the time of the request what is appropriate to provide based on the Participating Entity’s Open Records 



Policy/Law.


D. Please confirm that the Contractor will be allowed to schedule short visits to the offices of the Participating Entities to gain a further understanding of 

the State WIC program as well as to discuss findings resulting from the review of data files or redacted food instruments.  



Response:  Confirmed. The Contractor is always welcome to schedule a visit with the Participating Entity, during a regular audit or at any time convenient for the entity to discuss formula issues.  Findings resulting from the review of data files will be addressed through the disputes process. 



22. Appendix B. Section A.6 and A.7 Company Information (page 1)  

A. Please confirm that the sections labeled “Orders Sent To” and “Payment Remittance” are not applicable since the Participating Entities will not be sending orders or payments to the bidder.  

B. If not confirmed, please detail what should be included in these sections. 



Response: Bidders may write “N/A” in this section of the form.



23. Appendix B. Section E1 and E2  Sales and Ordering Information (page 3)  

A. Please confirm that this section is not applicable since the Participating Entities will not be sending orders or payments to the bidder.  

B. If not confirmed, please advise if including the bidder’s authorized representative’s contact information would be sufficient for this section. 

C. If the bidder’s authorized representative contact information is not sufficient and since this resulting contract will cover multiple states, please indicate from which state you would like a sales representative’s contact information.



Response: Confirmed. Bidders may write “N/A” in this section of the form. 



24. Appendix B. Section F  Delivery Timeframe (page 4)  

A. Please confirm that this section is not applicable since the bidder will not be delivering orders to the Participating Entities.

B. If not confirmed, please advise which Participating Entity this information is required for.   



Response: Confirmed. Bidders may write “N/A” in this section of the form.



25. USDA Certification of Debarment  

A. Please confirm that the IFB Solicitation/Contract Number would be the appropriate response in the field labeled PR/Award Number or Project Name.    



PA Confirmed. #05411 is the correct number. 



26. Appendix G. Alaska, District of Columbia and Idaho   

A. Please describe the method used to provide a reasonable estimate (or actual count) of the number of units of contract brand infant formula sold to participants which excludes partial redemptions as required by USDA regulatory requirements.  



Response:

1) For Alaska, see Alaska’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-1.
2) For District of Columbia, see District of Columbia’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-5.B.
3) For Idaho, see Idaho’s Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-6.B.


B. If no such method is currently in place, please confirm that one of the methodologies described in the USDA memo dated August 1, 2005, Guidance for WIC Policy Memorandum #2004-4 will be implemented prior to the start of the contract.  



Response:  See response to question #26.A.  



27. Appendix G. Invoices    

A. Adequate documentation for partial redemptions is critical to verifying the accuracy of rebate payments.  Please confirm that all Participating Entities will provide adequate documentation of partial redemption adjustments to their monthly rebate invoice package. This would include documentation of how the number of cans, by product and form, were computed in the partial redemption calculation.







Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.  Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-13.
  

28. Appendix G. Nevada – 3 Infant Formula Policies and Procedures. Policy: Issuance of    Special Medical Nutrition Products (page 3 of 7)    

A. The top paragraph of this policy states “WIC regulations state that the maximum monthly allowance of formula authorized for infants, women and children with qualifying conditions is 455 fluid ounces.”  Please confirm this section is specifically related to children and women, not infants.



Response:  See Nevada’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-9.
 

B. If not confirmed, please explain how this section complies with Federal Regulations for infants.  

  

29. Appendix I. Participants (page 1)  

A. Please confirm that the Participating Entities included in this IFB solicitation include those states, tribes and territories detailed in Part One, Section 2.1 and do not include California, Colorado, Minnesota, New Mexico and South Dakota. 



Response: PA Confirms.



B. Also, please confirm that other entities will not be permitted to participate in the contract resulting from this IFB Solicitation. 



Response: PA Confirms.



30. Appendix M. State of Arizona Special Provision  

A. Since this Appendix appears to include only the State of Arizona, please revise the second paragraph to read “The number of requests for advance payment by the State of Arizona will be no more….” 



Response: PA confirms





B. Also, please make the same change in the last paragraph and revise to read “Any amount paid in advance that is subsequently determined by the State of Arizona to be in excess….”



Response: PA confirms



C. Please revise the available advances to be limited to one per year.  



Response:  This provision will remain unchanged.  See Arizona’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-3.B for their response to the number of advances per year.


D. If not revised, please describe all the reasons why the State of Arizona requires more than one advance payment per year.



Response:  See Arizona’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, question #2-3.B for their response to the number of advances per year.
 

31. Appendix C-1. Primary Milk-Based Formula Bid Sheet (Page 1 of 2) and Part One Bid Sheet #1.  Section 7.6 (page 18 of 26)  



A. Column K (Percent Rebate) on bid sheet does not allow for four places past the decimal as required in Section 7.6 Bid Sheet #1.  Please provide a replacement bid sheet that extends this column to four decimal places or confirm that Column K on bid sheet should only be carried to one place past the decimal.







Response:  Appendix C-1, Page 1, Column K (Percent Rebate) is amended to four places past the decimal.  See Appendix C-1-Amended 04/18/12.




B. There is a reference to CDHP awarding the contract in the fifth paragraph.  Please correct this to the appropriate entity.  



Response:  Appendix C-1, Page 1, CDHP is deleted and replaced with the appropriate entity “Purchasing Authority”.  See Appendix C-1-Amended 



04/18/12.


32. Appendix C-1 . Primary Milk-Based Formula Bid Sheet (Page 2 of 2)  

A. Column N (Net Cost Total) does not appear to be wide enough for the “Total New Cost Per Month” to appear.  Please provide an updated bid sheet with this column widened. 



Response:  We were not able to replicate the stated issue.  An amended Bid Price Sheet is provided with this amendment with adequate column width to accommodate numbers.


If not provided, please detail how the total net cost per month will be read aloud at the public bid opening as described in Section 6.4 Bid Opening Protocol. 



Response:  An amended Bid Price Sheet is provided with adequate column width to accommodate numbers.


B. Please confirm this page does not need to be notarized. 



Response:  Confirmed, page 2 does not need to be signed or notarized.  Page 1 of the Bid Price Sheet needs to be signed and it does not need to be notarized.


C. If it does require notarization, please revise the document to provide space for the notary information.



Response:  Bid sheet does not need to be notarized.


33.  Appendix C-2. Primary Soy-Based Formula Bid Sheet (Page 1 of 2) and Part One Bid Sheet #1.  Section 7.6 (page 18 of 26)  

A. Column K (Percent Rebate) on bid sheet does not allow for four places past the decimal as required in Section 7.6 Bid Sheet #1.  Please provide a replacement bid sheet that extends this column to four decimal places or confirm that Column K on bid sheet should only be carried to one place past the decimal.  

B. 



Response:  Appendix C-2, Page 1, Column K (Percent Rebate) is amended to four places past the decimal.  See Appendix C-2-Amended 04/20/12.


B. There is a reference to CDHP awarding the contract in the fifth paragraph.  Please correct this to the appropriate entity.  



Response:  Appendix C-2, Page 1, CDHP is deleted and replaced with the appropriate entity “Purchasing Authority”.  See Appendix C-2-Amended 04/20/12.
 

34. Appendix C-2 . Primary Soy-Based Formula Bid Sheet (Page 2 of 2)  

A. Column N (Net Cost Total) does not appear to be wide enough for the “Total New Cost Per Month” to appear.  Please provide an updated bid sheet with this column widened.  



Response:  We were not able to replicate the stated issue.  An amended Bid Price Sheet is provided with adequate column width to accommodate numbers.  


B. If not provided, please detail how the total net cost per month will be read aloud at the public bid opening as described in Section 6.4 Bid Opening Protocol. 



Response:  An amended Bid Price Sheet is provided with adequate column width to accommodate numbers.  

 

C. Please confirm this page does not need to be notarized. 



Response:  Confirmed, page 2 does not need to be signed or notarized.  Page 1 of the Bid Price Sheet(s) needs to be signed. Nothing is required to be notarized.  


D. If it does require notarization, please revise the document to provide space for the notary information.



Response: see above answer.







35. General  

A. Please advise what stage each Participating Entity is currently at in the EBT planning/implementation process. 



Response:  Each Participating Entity provided a response to this question.  Refer to each Participating Entity’s “Participating Entities’ Responses to Bidders’ Questions” document, see question #1-8.

 

B. Please provide details of any dispute over the course of the last contract and the agreed upon resolution for each Participating Entity. 



Response:  There were no disputes reported by or for the Participating Entities.  


C. In addition, please provide any documentation pertaining to any disputes and their prompt resolution.



Response:  There were no disputes reported by or for for the Participating Entities.  



D. Please provide the findings, if any, pertaining to the infant formula process from each Participating Entities last audit either by the USDA or the State. 



Response:  There were no audit findings  reported by or for the Participating Entities.



E. If there were findings, please provide a copy of the audit report for each Participating Entity.



Response:  There were no audit findings reported for the Participating Entities.
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Page 11-12 Question 14.b - Part I, Page 19 of 25, Section 7.7 - Award

14.b. Please amend the IFB to include an objective method for breaking tie bids.

We urge deletion of the reference to "mitigating factors" in this section. If 

not deleted, please explain what mitigating factors will be considered and

how these factors will be evaluated.



PA response:  The sentence referencing “mitigating factors” in Part I, Section 7.7 is deleted and is amended to read: In the event of a tie bid between two responsive, responsible, low Bidders, per RCW 43.19.1911, each of the tied Bidders will be given an opportunity to improve their Bid, subject to the Bid Opening Protocol,  Part I, Section 6.4.  If Bidders do not mutually agree to this method of breaking the tie, the Purchasing Authority reserves the right to break the tie by a public coin toss or public lot draw.



Page 12 Question 15.2 – Part I, Page 20 of 25, Section 7.8 – Notification of Apparent Successful Bidder

15.2 What factors might cause the PA to change its view of whether a Bidder submits a responsive and responsible bid from the time a notice of award

is issued to the time an actual award is made. We request this paragraph be

deleted in its entirety or amended to provide assurances to all Bidders that bids will

be evaluated objectively.



PA response: Bid submittals are considered responsive (or not). Bidders are considered responsible (or not). If a Bidder has submitted a responsive Bid, has been determined to be the lowest Bidder and meets all of the Bidder responsibility criteria, an “Intent to Award” notification may be issued. If after the Intent to Award notification, but prior to award, the Bidder’s business circumstances were to negatively change, i.e. they were no longer a federally registered infant formula vendor, or had been debarred from bidding on State or Federal contracts. There could be compelling reasons for the PA to make the determination that the Bidder no longer met the responsibility criteria. This section will not be deleted or amended.   



Page 20-21 – Question #49 – Part II, Page 24 of 26, Section 9.3 – Termination for Cause 

49. Part Two, page 24 of 26, Section 9.3 - Termination for Cause - We request the

Notification requirement in this section be extended to a minimum of 120 days to

allow time for rebidding the contract. We further request Section include a clause providing that each Participating Entity agree to reasonable efforts for working with the Contractor to minimize the issuance of non-contract formulas until a new

Contract is executed. We request the PA further agree to expeditiously execute a

new contract should this provision be invoked. 



PA response:  Contract compliance issues may arise during the course of the agreement (Contract) resulting from this Solicitation that may require corrective action by the Contractor within 30 days. As stated in Section 9.3 the Contract Administrator may also specify a timeline other than 30 days. It is the PA’s position that this clause is reasonable and therefore denies the request to amend it.  



					End of Document
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