
 

RULE-MAKING ORDER CR-103P (May 2009) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency:   State Building Code Council 
. Permanent Rule Only 
Effective date of rule: 
 Permanent Rules 

 31 days after filing.  
 Other (specify) July 1, 2013   (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should be stated 

below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 
   Yes          No          If Yes, explain:        
 

Purpose:          
 

Adoption and amendment of the 2012 International Fire Code, WAC 51-54A. The filing for WAC 51-54A includes 
the repeal of the 2009 Washington State Fire Code, WAC 51-54. 
 
 Citation of existing rules affected by this order: 
    Repealed: WAC 51-54 
    Amended:  
    Suspended:       

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 19.27A.031 and 19.27.074 

Other authority : RCW 19.27 and RCW 34.05 

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR  12-16-085 on 07/31/2012  (date). 
 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: See page 3  

 

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting:   

 Name: Tim Nogler 
Address: PO Box 41449 
 Olympia WA 98504-1449 

phone  (360)  407-9277 
fax       (360)  586-5366  
e-mail   sbcc@ga.wa.gov 

Date adopted:   Nov. 30, 2012  CODE REVISER USE ONLY 

 

NAME (TYPE OR PRINT) 
C. Ray Allshouse 
 

SIGNATURE 
 

 

TITLE 
Council Chair 
 

 
(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE)



 

Note:    If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category.   

 
The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

 
Federal statute:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Federal rules or standards:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Recently enacted state statutes:  New        Amended        Repealed        

           

           

 
 
 
The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 
 

  New        Amended   Repealed   

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in the agency’s own initiative: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 
 

  New        Amended        Repealed        

 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted using: 
 

Negotiated rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Pilot rule making:  New        Amended        Repealed        

Other alternative rule making:  New 45  Amended        Repealed 24  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: 

 

[NOTE: The 2012 IFC was completely re-organized and re-numbered by the International Code Council, from 47 to 80 

chapter headings, with 30 chapters held in reserve for future use. WAC 51-54 will be repealed entirely, and replaced by 

WAC 51-54A.] 

1. WAC 51-54A-0202 General Definitions. Definitions were modified for consistency with the Building Code related 

to licensed care facilities. 

2. WAC 51-54A-0401 through WAC 51-54A-0408: proposed language identical to the 2012 IFC language in these 

sections was removed from the filing for purposes of clarity. 

3. WAC 51-54A-0908 Emergency alarm systems.  Carbon monoxide alarms: references NFPA 720-2012 rather than 

2009.  Alarms are required in sleeping units as well as dwelling units. 

4. WAC 51-54A-1009 Stairways and handrails. Corresponds with the Building Code for exit access stairways. 

5. WAC 51-54A-1103 Fire safety requirements for existing buildings. References NFPA 720-2012 rather than 2009. 

6. WAC 51-54A-1104. Means of egress for existing buildings.  Exempts existing high-rise buildings from requirement 

to install Photo-luminescent marking in stairways. 

7. WAC 51-54A-8000 Referenced standards. Modifies prior amendment to the Fire Code re: NFPA 720. 

 


