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Recovery continues

 Washington has recovered about 81% of 
205,000 jobs lost.
 Divergent growth trends by industry and 

across the state.
 Employment levels affected by education 

level and age.
 Continued slow, but steady, growth 

expected.
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Fewer unemployed nationally for 
each job opening

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Job 
Openings and Labor Turnover Survey. U.S. recessions are shaded in gray.
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Summary of key Washington
labor-market indicators

Washington state
Total nonfarm employment, Oct 2013 2.94 million

Unemployment rate, Oct 2013 7.0%

Employment rate, Oct 2013 59.3%

Unemployment insurance claimants, Oct 2013 94,950

Average weekly benefit, Oct 2013 $405

Average weeks on regular and extended benefits, 
November 2012 to October 2013 24.7 weeks

Average monthly benefit exhaustions, January 2013 
through Oct 2013 3,800

Trust fund balance, Oct 2013 $2.9B, 14.1 mos.

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA 
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Nonfarm employment in 
Washington

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of  Labor Statistics, 
Current  Employment Statistics. 

Currently down 39,000 from peak 
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Washington goods-producing 
sectors hit harder than service

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current 
Employment Statistics. U.S. recessions are shaded in gray. SA = Seasonally adjusted
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Employment changes 
in Washington by industry

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Current Employment Statistics

Recovery mixed across industries

Jobs recession Recovery
Feb. 2008-Feb. 2010 Feb. 2010-Oct 2013
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Job growth and decline 
across state

July 2012 to July 2013
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Washington median household 
income higher than nation

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Census Bureau. U.S. recessions 
are shaded in gray.
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Definitions

• Labor force ~ Ages 16 and up, working 
or actively seeking work.

• Labor-force participation rate ~ % of a 
specific population that is in the labor 
force.

• Unemployment rate ~ % of labor force 
that is unemployed and looking for work. 

• Employment rate ~ % of people in a 
specific population that are working.
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Unemployment rates

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of  Labor Statistics, Local Area 
Unemployment Statistics, Current Population Survey. 

Unemployment easing faster in 
Seattle-Bellevue-Everett area
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Underemployment higher in 
Washington than across nation

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of  Labor Statistics, Local Area 
Unemployment Statistics, Current Population Survey. U.S. recessions are shaded in gray.
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Labor-force participation rates

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area 
Unemployment Statistics. U.S. recessions are shaded in gray.

One factor driving decline in 
unemployment rate
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Unemployment benefits
Recipients down 65% from peak

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Unemployment Insurance  Data Warehouse
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Benefit exhaustions

Exhaustions are slowing
Regular, extended and emergency benefits, combined

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Unemployment Insurance Data Warehouse
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

Employment rate by education level for adults 
(25-64 years)

College grads least affected by recession
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Youth employment rates
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Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Current and Geographic Population Statistics. U.S. recessions shaded in gray.

Severe job challenge for teens
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10-year projections for
top 20 occupations

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA
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Counter attendants, cafeteria, food concession and coffee shop
Bookkeeping, accounting and auditing clerks

Landscaping and groundskeeping workers
Stock clerks and order fillers

Teacher assistants
Sales representatives, wholesale and manufacturing

Carpenters
Software developers, applications

Office clerks, general
Janitors and cleaners, except maids and housekeeping cleaners

Maids and housekeeping cleaners
Customer service representatives

Registered nurses
Laborers and freight, stock, and material movers, hand

Farmworkers and laborers, crop, nursery and greenhouse
Childcare workers

Waiters and waitresses
Combined food preparation and serving workers, including fast food

Cashiers
Retail salespersons

Number of job openings statewide

Average annual job openings
due to growth

Average annual job openings
due to replacements
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Construction and extraction occupations 
have the highest projected growth rate

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA
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Farming, fishing and forestry
Protective service
Sales and related

Food preparation and serving related
Architecture and engineering

Installation, maintenance and repair
Transportation and material moving

Office and administrative support
Education, training and library

Management
Legal

Total, all occupations
Business and financial operations

Community and social services
Production

Life, physical and social science
Personal care and service

Healthcare practitioners and technical
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance

Arts, design, entertainment, sports and media
Healthcare support

Computer and mathematical
Construction and extraction occupations

Average annual growth rate, 2011 to 2021



20

Recap—recovery continues

 Continued slow, but steady, growth expected.
 Washington has recovered about 81% of 

205,000 jobs lost.
 Divergent growth trends by industry and 

across the state.
 Employment levels affected by education 

level and age.
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www.esd.wa.gov/employmentdata


