
1 

 

Rural Washington’s  
Changing Landscape 
 
 
 
 

Spokane County Economic Symposium 

Arum Kone, regional labor economist 
Labor Market and Economic Analysis   

May 18, 2012 



2 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

October 2007 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



3 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

November 2007 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



4 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

December 2007 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



5 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

January 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



6 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

February 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



7 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

March 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



8 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

April 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



9 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

May 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



10 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

June 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



11 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

July 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



12 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

August 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



13 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

September 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



14 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

October 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



15 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

November 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



16 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

December 2008 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



17 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

January 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



18 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

February 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



19 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

March 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



20 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

April 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



21 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

May 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



22 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

June 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



23 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

July 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



24 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

August 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



25 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

September 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



26 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

October 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



27 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

November 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



28 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

December 2009 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



29 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

January 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



30 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

February 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



31 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

March 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



32 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

April 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



33 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

May 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



34 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

June 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



35 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

July 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



36 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

August 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



37 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

September 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



38 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

October 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



39 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

November 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



40 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

December 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



41 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

January 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



42 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

February 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



43 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

March 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



44 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

April 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



45 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

May 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



46 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

June 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



47 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

July 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



48 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

August 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



49 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

September 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



50 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

October 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



51 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

November 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



52 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

December 2011 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



53 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

January 2012 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



54 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

February 2012 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



55 

Washington unemployment rates  
by county 

March 2012 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

4.9% or less 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

  7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% to 10.9% 

   11.0% or more 



56 

U.S. and state unemployment rates 
remain uneven 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Unemployment rates by county 

3.9% or below 

  4.0% to 4.9% 

  5.0% to 5.9% 

  6.0% to 6.9% 

   7.0% to 7.9% 

   8.0% to 8.9% 

   9.0% to 9.9% 

   10.0% or over 



57 

Total employment percent change  
March 2008 to March 2010 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

(10.0%) 

  (5.0%) 

  (2.5%) 

  (1.0%) 

   0.0% 

   1.0% 

   2.5% 

   5.0% 



58 

Total employment percent change  
March 2011 to March 2012 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Labor Statistics 

(10.0%) 

  (5.0%) 

  (2.5%) 

  (1.0%) 

   0.0% 

   1.0% 

   2.5% 

   5.0% 



59 

Changes in Washington employment  
by industry sector 

Construction 

Mining &  
logging 

Manufacturing 

Retail 
 trade Transportation  & 

warehousing 

Professional & 
business services 

Leisure & 
 hospitality 

Education &  
health services 

Employment  
services 

Aerospace 

Information 

Government 
Financial 
activities 

-1,000 

-800 

-600 

-400 

-200 

0 

200 

400 

600 

800 

1,000 

-1,000 -800 -600 -400 -200 0 200 400 600 800 1,000 

Av
er

ag
e m

on
th

ly 
ch

an
ge

 Ju
ly 

20
09

 to
 F

eb
ru

ar
y  

20
12

 

Average monthly change December 2001 to October 2007 



60 

Gas expenditures as percent of  
disposable personal income 

Source: Employment Security Department/LMEA; Bureau of Economic Analysis 

State 3.8% 

4% or less 

  5% to 5.9% 

  6% to 6.9% 

  7% to 7.9% 

   8% or higher 

Gas expenditures % 


	Rural Washington’s �Changing Landscape����
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	Washington unemployment rates �by county
	U.S. and state unemployment rates remain uneven
	Total employment percent change �March 2008 to March 2010
	Total employment percent change �March 2011 to March 2012
	Changes in Washington employment �by industry sector
	Gas expenditures as percent of �disposable personal income

