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Surface water pump and distribution system.
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REPORT

BACKGROUND
~ An application to appropriate public surface water was submitted by Lance Barkien to the Department of
- Ecology on September 27, 1993. The application was accepted and assigned Surface Water Application No.
' §3-29558. The applicant proposes to divert water from Sacheen Lake in the amount of 0.02 cubic feet per
second for a continuous domestic supply which includes % acre of lawn and garden. The proposed point of
diversion is to be located within Lots 9, 10, 11, or 12 of the First Addition to Mountain View Estates being
within the WXSEY of Sec. 25, T. 31 N, R. 43 EW.M,, in Pend Oreille County, Washington.

A notice of application was duly published in accordance with RCW 90.03.280; no protests or objections were
seceived. .

This application is categorically exempt from the provisions of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) of
1971, Chapter 43.21C RCW. A permit issued under this application is exempt under the Family Farm Water
Act of 1977, Chapter 90.66 RCW.

INVESTIGATION

A field examination was conducted on March 30, 1994 by James M. Lyerla. This project is located at the South
end of Sacheen Lake and has not been started. The applicant intends to construct a home and guest house and
divert domestic water from Sacheen Lake for domestic use as well as a small lawn and garden up to % acre in
size. The point of diversion is proposed to be within lot 12 according to the plat inap supplied by the applicant.
A review of existing rights has shown that there are 61 state issued water rights and 41 claims from surface
water sources within Sec. 25. Most of these rights are for domestic diversions from Sacheen Lake. Many of
the claims show a first date of use after 1945 and may not be valid. However, many of these claims may have
been backed up with state issued rights.

On January 6, 1976, the Department of Ecology adopted a Basin Management Program for Water Resource
Inventory Area (WRIA) 55, Little Spokane River Drainage Basin. The Administrative Rules and Regulations
(WAC 173-55) established base flows on the Little Spokane River and aflocated a block of water to future
domestic, stockwatering and non-commercial agricultural irrigation purposes within specific stream reaches. All
natural lakes in the basin (which include Sacheen Lake) were closed to further consumptive appropriation other
than domestic and stockwater from June 1 to October 31, each year, (WAC 1783-555-060). This application is
located within the West Branch Little Spokane Drainage and managed by measurement at the Chattaroy station.
Water appropriated for domestic lawn and garden irrigation would not be available during dry years and the
diversion wonld be regulated when the flows of the main stem dropped to or below these base flows cstablished
by the Management Program for WRIA 55.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

It is the conclusion of this examiner that: public surface water is available for appropriation for a beneficial use;
that domestic supply is a beneficial use; that the appropriation of such water will not impair cxisting rights or
be detrimental to the public welfare.

It is recommended that this application for a public surface water permit be approved in the amount 0.02 cubic
feet per second, 2 acre feet per year, for a continuous domestic supply subject to the following provisions:

"The amount of water granted {s a maximum limit that shall not be exceeded and the water user shall be entitled
only to that amount of water within the specified limit that is beneficially used and required for the actual crop
grown on the number of acres and the place of use specified”

“This authorization to make use of public waters of the state is subject to existing rights, including any existing
rights held by the United States for the benefit of Indians under treaty or otherwise.”

“A certificate of water right will not be issued until a final examination is made.”
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