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WATER TRANSFER WORKING GROUP PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

 
APPLICATION NO./COURT CLAIM NO. 
 
CS4-YRB30CC1858&1859(B) 

 

APPLICANT NAME 
 
The Barker Ranch, Ltd. 

 

CONTACT NAME 
 
Michael Crowder 
 

TELEPHONE NO. 
 
(509) 967-3023 

WATER RIGHT HOLDER’S NAME (if different) 
 
Same as applicant. 
 

EMAIL 
 
barkerranch@frontier.com 

 

DATE OF APPLICATION PRIORITY DATE 

5/20/2010 10/23/1889 
  

 
WATER SOURCE: 
 
Yakima River 

CROP: 
 
Wetlands creation and wildlife habitat 

INSTANTANEOUS QUANTITY: 
 
3.5 CFS to 10.5 CFS 

ANNUAL QUANTITY: 
 
6,436 AF 

PERIOD OF USE: 
 
January 1 to December 31 

PLACE OF USE: 
 
The Yakima River: A 7.2-mile stretch beginning at Horn Rapids 
Dam (RM 18) to River Mile 10.8. 

PURPOSE OF USE: 
 
Instream flow. The Barker Ranch has placed at least this quantity 
(6,436 AF), as a donation, to the Trust Water Rights Program 

(TWRP) since 2005.  

 

The 3/12/1992 Conditional Final Order authorizes 13,461 AF for 

irrigation and 34 AF for stock watering, changed by a 9/5/2000 

Stipulation & Agreed Order amending the water right claim to 
69.75 CFS and 28,302 AF.  

IRRIGATION METHOD: 

 
The current method is via flood irrigation using underground pipe, open ditches, water control structures, and slide gates. 

 

NON - CONSUMPTIVE USE CALCULATION: 

The 6,436 acre-feet (AF) is proposed for permanent transfer to the TWRP and is entirely non-consumptive. This is a diversion- 

reduction project affecting the primary reach only; there is no secondary reach. 

 

The reduced diversion from the Yakima River at the historic point-of-diversion (POD) is the result of the 3.06-mile canal piping project.  
The saved-water quantities were calculated from engineering data derived from soil permeability testing and analysis where the  

3.06-mile canal was constructed. Consulting engineer Richard Bain performed this activity on behalf of Barker Ranch. 

 

 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 

The Barker Ranch is located in the city of West Richland in Benton County. Their project, the Horn Rapids Piping Project converted  

3.06 miles of the 9.84-mile Horn Rapids Canal from an earthen structure, to a closed 60-inch pipe. The new pipe structure begins at the 
Wanawish fish screens, located about 0.24 miles downstream from the authorized POD, which is adjacent to the Horn Rapids Dam.  

 

This transfer is the culmination of a water conservation project funded in 2008 through the Department of Ecology’s Columbia River 

Basin Water Management Program. Pursuant to RCW 90.38.030(1), the water savings resulting from the state’s funding will transfer  

to the TWRP. 


