
Water Transfer Working Group Meeting 

January 11, 2010 at 1:00 PM 

 

Attendees:  Bob Barwin, Tom Cowan, Stuart Crane, Melissa Downes, Bill Ferry, Chuck 

Freeman, Chuck Garner, Dan Haller, Eric Hartwig, Ken Hasbrouck, Teresa Hauser, 

Carron Helberg, Brian Iller, Stan Isley, Paul LaRiviere, Chris Lynch, Larry Martin, Jim 

Milton, Scott Revell, Tom Ring, Rick Roeder, Mark Schuppe, Jeff Schuster (on phone), 

Teresa Scott, Ron Van Gundy. 

 

Chuck Garner opened the meeting and began with the approval from the group for the 

previous meeting minutes of December 3, 2009. 

 

2010-08 Baasch. Chuck Garner continued with the first new proposal for Baasch.  

Eric Hartwig from Ecology started by explaining this temporary proposal as being on 

Swauk Creek and it is for a 5 year temporary permit.  Larry Martin asked about the 

permitting process and Mark explained Ecology’s process for temporary versus 

permanent applications.  The group talked about the time frame of water use, seepage 

water return time back to the stream, and impairment.  Paul L. raised the objection of any 

new withdrawal on this limited stream flow in Swauk Creek during low-flow periods.  

The group briefly talked about the different types of proposals that come before this 

group; new water right requests and transfers.  The group concluded that this proposal is 

not a water right transfer and therefore should not be brought before the WTWG for 

review.  Further, it may not meet the 4 tests required for Ecology to approve this 

requested temporary permit.  Also the group agreed that it is nice to hear about these 

types of new requests, even though no opinion or recommendation will be given by the 

group, but that the group is not interested in reviewing most new permit requests unless 

there is a tie to water transferred into the state trust water rights program and then 

reallocated by Ecology or to the new Federal/State storage contract. 

 

2010-09 Yakama Nation Fisheries.    Chuck Garner continued with the Yakama 

Nation Fisheries proposal with Mark and Eric talking about the status of the public 

notices.  This proposal is also a request for a new temporary water use permit, as was 

2010-08.  They explained this is out of Rattlesnake Creek for the acclimation of juvenile 

Coho salmon.  It will be during the irrigation off-season of November 1st to March 31
st
 

until 2015 (beginning Feb 1
st
 in 2010) and that this is as non-consumptive as you can get.   

Chuck Garner wanted to know if there are any other comments.  The group had no 

objection to this proposal. Once again however, the group made no recommendation, 

since this is a new temporary permit request and not a transfer or change of an existing 

water right, and new permit requests are generally outside the WTWG purview.  

 

KID Future Proposal Discussion. Chuck Garner continued with the next agenda item 

on the KID future proposal discussion.  Scott Revell began by introducing Chuck 

Freeman, the new Kennewick Irrigatin District manager, and then continued by 

explaining this will be a temporary transfer of 7,500 acre feet for 2010 into the trust water 

program.  He talked about the annual operational usage, TWSA and return flows.  KID is 

looking for red flag issues and will come back next month and they have not filed their 



application yet.  Chuck asked the group for any comments.  The group discussed that the 

water is to be protected at the Prosser target, not at Parker, the cfs would vary monthly 

and the percentage is based on each month’s usage as per the settlement agreement.  The 

group was silent and did not raise any red flags.  This proposal will return next month. 

 

The group agreed on the next month’s meeting to be held after the River Operations 

meeting in the afternoon of February 8, 2010 at 1:00 PM at the Yakima Field Office 

conference room. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM.  

 


