
 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 

DENIED 
 REPORT OF EXAMINATION 

Change of:  Point of Withdrawal, Place of Use, Purpose of Use 
WRTS File #:  CG1-00387C@3 

 
 
PRIORITY DATE  
 

January 4, 1971 

CLAIM NO.  
 

      

PERMIT NO.  
 

      

CERTIFICATE NO.  
 

G1-00387C 
 
NAME 
Cedar River Water and Sewer District 
ADDRESS/STREET 
 

P.O. Box 1040 

CITY/STATE 
 

Maple Valley, WA 

ZIP CODE 
 

98038 
 

PUBLIC WATERS TO BE APPROPRIATED 
SOURCE 
 

DENIED 
TRIBUTARY OF (IF SURFACE WATERS) 
 

      
MAXIMUM CUBIC FEET PER SECOND (cfs) 
 

      

MAXIMUM GALLONS PER MINUTE (gpm) 
 

NA 

MAXIMUM ACRE FEET PER YEAR (ac-ft/yr) 
 

NA 
QUANTITY, TYPE OF USE, PERIOD OF USE 
 

NA 
 

LOCATION OF DIVERSION/WITHDRAWAL 
APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF DIVERSION--WITHDRAWAL 
 
 
LOCATED WITHIN (SMALLEST LEGAL SUBDIVISION) 
 

 

SECTION 
 

 

TOWNSHIP 
 
 

RANGE 
 
 

WRIA 
 

 

COUNTY 
 

 
PARCEL NUMBER 
 

      

LATITUDE 
 

      

LONGITUDE 
 

      

DATUM 
 

      
 

RECORDED PLATTED PROPERTY 
LOT 
 

      

BLOCK 
 

      

OF (GIVE NAME OF PLAT OR ADDITION) 
 

      
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY ON WHICH WATER IS TO BE USED 
[Attachment 1 shows location of the authorized place of use and point(s) of diversion or withdrawal]

 
NA 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORKS
 
 

NA 
 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE 
BEGIN PROJECT BY THIS DATE 
 

 

COMPLETE PROJECT BY THIS DATE  
 

 

WATER PUT TO FULL USE BY THIS DATE 
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PROVISIONS
 
NA 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND ORDER
 
Upon reviewing the investigator’s report, I find all facts relevant and material to the subject application have been 
thoroughly investigated.  Furthermore, I find the change of water right cannot be approved. 
 
Therefore, I ORDER denial of the change in point of withdrawal, place of use, and purpose of use under Change 
Application No. CG1-00387C@3. 
 
You have a right to appeal this ORDER. To appeal this you must: 

• File your appeal with the Pollution Control Hearings Board within 30 days of the “date of receipt” of this 
document.  Filing means actual receipt by the Board during regular office hours 

• Serve your appeal on the Department of Ecology within 30 days of the “date of receipt” of this document.  
Service may be accomplished by any of the procedures identified in WAC 371-08-305(10).  “Date of 
receipt” is defined at RCW 43.21B.001(2).   

 
Be sure to do the following: 

• Include a copy of this document that you are appealing with your Notice of Appeal. 
• Serve and file your appeal in paper form; electronic copies are not accepted. 

 
1. To file your appeal with the Pollution Control Hearings Board 
Mail appeal to: 
 

The Pollution Control Hearings Board 
PO Box 40903 
Olympia,  WA 98504-0903 

OR 

Deliver your appeal in person to: 
 
The Pollution Control Hearings Board 
4224 – 6th Ave SE Rowe Six, Bldg 2 
Lacey, WA  98503 

2. To serve your appeal on the Department of Ecology 
Mail appeal to: 
 

The Department of Ecology 
Appeals Coordinator 
P.O. Box 47608 
Olympia, WA  98504-7608 

OR 

Deliver your appeal in person to: 
 
The Department of Ecology 
Appeals Coordinator  
300 Desmond Dr SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 

3. And send a copy of your appeal to: 

Andrew B. Dunn 
Department of Ecology 
Northwest Regional Office 
3190 160th Avenue SE 
Bellevue, WA  98008 

 
 
 
For additional information visit the Environmental Hearings Office Website:  http://www.eho.wa.gov .  To find laws and 
agency rules visit the Washington State Legislature Website: http://www1.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser . 
 
Signed at Bellevue, Washington, this _______ day of ________________, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Andrew B. Dunn, LG, LHG, Section Manager 
Water Resources Program 
Northwest Regional Office 
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INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT 
Jay Cook, Department of Ecology 

Water Right Control Number CG1-00387C@3 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Water System Information 
 
Cedar River Water and Sewer District (CRWSD) is located in the southeastern portion of King County.  Its service 
area consists of approximately 36 square miles located south and east of the City of Renton in the vicinity of the City 
of Seattle’s Lake Youngs watershed.  The District’s water service area includes portions of the City of Maple Valley 
and unincorporated King County (Pace, 2006). 
 
According to their 2008 Comprehensive Plan, CRWSD currently serves 9,200 ERUs (Equivalent Residential Units) 
through approximately 7,400 connections.  CRWSD’s supply water is primarily provided by Seattle Public Utilities 
(SPU) through two metered connections.  CRWSD also maintains 4 interties with Covington Water District. 
  
Cedar River Water and Sewer District presently holds three ground water rights that authorize withdrawal of 320 gpm 
and 97 afy from their Maplewood Estates Deep Well. 
 
Description and Purpose of Proposed Change 
 
Cedar River Water and Sewer District (CRWSD) recently acquired 3 separate water rights certificates (Ground 
Water Certificates 3908, G1-20497C, and S1-20446C) within its service area totaling 537 gallons per minute 
(gpm) and 311 acre-feet per year (afy).  Additionally, CRWSD acquired 3 separate exempt well uses.  CRWSD 
submitted change applications for all 6 water rights in a batch proposing to move the point of withdrawal of all of 
the rights to a single, deep well located approximately 2 miles north-northwest of Landsburg. 
 
The subject change application proposes to consolidate an exempt withdrawal from the “Chinquapin Junction” site 
with an existing right, G1-00387C, that presently authorizes withdrawal of 100 gpm and 46 afy from the 
Maplewood Estates Deep Well. 
 
Attributes of the Existing Water Right and Proposed Change 

 
Table 1  Summary of Proposed Changes to Water Right  No.  
            

 Attributes Existing Proposed  

Name W.R. Hughes Jr. Company Cedar River Water and Sewer District 

Priority Date |  
Date of Application for Change 

 
 

January 4, 1971 
 

 

December 18, 2006 

Instantaneous Quantity  12.00 gpm  12.00 gpm 

Annual Quantity 0.90 acre-feet per year 0.90 acre-feet per year 

Source  Exempt well Deep Well (Well 3) at Maplewood Estates 

Point of Diversion or 
Withdrawal 

 
NE 1/4 NW 1/4 Township 22 North, Range 

06 East, Section 21  
 

 
NW 1/4 NW 1/4 Township 22 North, Range 

06 East, Section 13  
 

 
Purpose of Use 

 

 
Domestic 

 
Municipal 

Period of Use Year-round Year-round 

Place of Use Property served by exempt well, 
King County parcel number 212206-9039 CRWSD service area (see Page 1) 
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Legal Requirements for Proposed Change 
 
The following is a list of requirements that must be met prior to authorizing the proposed changes in point of 
withdrawal, place of use, and purpose of use. 
 
• Public Notice 

 
The proposed changes were published in the Seattle Times on October 9 and October 16, 2007. 
 

• State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
 

A water right application is subject to a SEPA threshold determination (i.e., an evaluation whether there are likely 
to be significant adverse environmental impacts) if any one of the following conditions are met.  
 

• It is a surface water right application for more than 1 cubic feet per second, unless that project is for 
agricultural irrigation, in which case the threshold is increased to 50 cubic feet per second, so long as that 
irrigation project will not receive public subsidies; 

• It is a groundwater right application for more than 2,250 gallons per minute; 
• It is an application that, in combination with other water right applications for the same project, collectively 

exceed the amounts above; 
• It is a part of a larger proposal that is subject to SEPA for other reasons (e.g., the need to obtain other 

permits that are not exempt from SEPA); 
• It is part of a series of exempt actions that, together, trigger the need to do a threshold determination, as 

defined under WAC 197-11-305. 
 

Because this application does not meet any of these conditions, it is categorically exempt from SEPA and a 
threshold determination is not required. 
 
Water Resources Statutes and Case Law 
 
RCW 90.03.380(1) states that a water right that has been put to beneficial use may be changed.  The point of 
diversion, place of use, and purpose of use may be changed if it would not result in harm or injury to other water 
rights.  
 
Ecology cannot adjudicate a claim to a water right; only the superior courts have this authority.  However, the 
Washington Supreme Court has held that Ecology, when processing an application for change to a water right, is 
required to make a tentative determination of extent and validity of the claim or right.  This is necessary to 
establish whether the claim or right is eligible for change. R.D. Merrill v. PCHB and Okanogan Wilderness League 
v. Town of Twisp. 
 
RCW 90.44.105 provides that permit-exempt uses (RCW 90.44.050) may be consolidated with a valid right to 
withdraw ground water only if all the following conditions are met: 
  

(a) The exempt well taps the same body of public ground water.  
(b) The use of the exempt well is discontinued upon approval of the consolidation.  
(c) Construction of another exempt well is prohibited by legally enforceable agreements.  
(d) The exempt wells will be legally decommissioned.  
(e) Other existing water rights, including both ground water and surface water rights, and instream flows 

will not be impaired. 
 
RCW 90.44.100(1) states that a ground water permit can be amended to replace or add wells. 
 
INVESTIGATION 
 
Site Visit 
 
A site visit occurred on August 29, 2007.  Jay Cook and Andy Dunn of the Department of Ecology met with Larry 
Krall of Cedar River Water and Sewer District at the Chinquapin Junction site.  The decommissioned well was 
located and a GPS reading was taken.  The reading gave a latitude of 47.48662° north and a longitude of 
122.04884° west.  Along with the GPS reading, the Maple Valley Quadrangle (USGS, 1949, revised 1968 and 
1973) was employed to locate the decommissioned well. 
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FINDINGS 
 
Same Source of Water 
 
Office review of the location of the exempt well showed that the well was, prior to decommissioning, located in a 
different Water Resources Inventory Area (WRIA) than the proposed well.  The exempt well is in WRIA 9, the Green-
Duwamish Watershed, while the proposed Maplewood Estates Deep Well is in WRIA 8, the Cedar-Sammamish 
Watershed.  See figure on following page. 
 
In consideration of this, the original and proposed well locations are not in the same source and the application for 
change should be denied. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The proposed change does not meet the statutory requirement that the exempt well and proposed well tap the same 
body of public ground water. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Based on the above investigation and conclusions, I recommend that the request for change to G1-00387C@3 be 
denied. 
  

 
 
Report by:  __________________________________________ __________________________ 

Jay Cook Date 
Water Resources Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you need this publication in an alternate format, please call Water Resources Program at(425)649-7030.  Persons with hearing loss 
can call 711 for Washington Relay Service.  Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341. 
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#Y

§̈¦18

§̈¦516

§̈¦900

§̈¦18

WRIA8

WRIA9

WRIA7

T22NR06E

T23NR06E

T22NR05E

T23NR05E

T22NR07E

T23NR07E

T21NR06ET21NR05E T21NR07E

Cedar River Water & Sewer District
Water Right Number CG1-00387C@3

WRIA 8 & 9 - King County

Place of use and point(s) of diversion/withdrawal are as defined on the cover sheet
 under the headings, 'LOCATION OF DIVERSION/WITHDRAWAL' and 'LEGAL
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY ON WHICH WATER IS TO BE USED.' 

#YKent

Seattle Bellevue

WRIA9

WRIA8

WRIA7

WRIA10

King County

Pierce County

Legend
County
WRIA
cities
Highways
Local Roads

Townships
Sections

#Y Authorized Point of Withdrawal
Authorized Place of Use

1 0 1 2 3 4 50.5
Miles

5 0 5 102.5
Miles

Attachment 1

Project Area

®

Authorized Point of Withdrawal

Authorized Place of Use
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