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Added or Changed Point of Withdrawal/Diversion 

 
PRIORITY DATE 
June 26, 1990 

WATER RIGHT NUMBER 
G1-25831C(A) 

 
MAILING ADDRESS 
SAMMAMISH PLATEAU WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 
1510 228TH AVENUE SE 
SAMMAMISH  98029 

SITE ADDRESS  (IF DIFFERENT) 
26002 NE 70TH STREET 
REDMOND, WA 
 
 

 
Total Quantity Authorized for Withdrawal or Diversion 

WITHDRAWAL OR DIVERSION RATE UNITS ANNUAL QUANTITY (AF/YR) 
62.5 GPM 86.68 

 
 
Purpose 

PURPOSE 

WITHDRAWAL OR DIVERSION RATE ANNUAL QUANTITY (AF/YR) 
PERIOD OF USE 

(mm/dd) ADDITIVE 
NON-

ADDITIVE UNITS ADDITIVE NON-ADDITIVE 
Municipal Supply 62.5   86.68  01/01 - 12/31 
 
 

IRRIGATED ACRES PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM INFORMATION 
ADDITIVE NON-ADDITIVE WATER SYSTEM ID CONNECTIONS 
  40900 21,159 

 
Source Location 

COUNTY WATERBODY TRIBUTARY TO 
WATER RESOURCE INVENTORY 

AREA 

KING GROUNDWATER  7-SNOHOMISH 
 

SOURCE FACILITY/DEVICE PARCEL WELL TAG TWP RNG SEC QQ Q LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Well 13R 1225069036 AAS 174 25N 6E 12 SWNW 47.6665 -121.992 
     Datum: NAD83/WGS84 
 

Place of Use (See Attached Map) 
PARCELS (NOT LISTED FOR SERVICE AREAS) 
  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF AUTHORIZED PLACE OF USE 
The place of use (POU) of this water right is the service area described in the most recent Water 
System Plan approved by the Washington State Department of Health, so long as the water system is 
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and remains in compliance with the criteria in RCW 90.03.386(2).  RCW 90.03.386 may have the effect 
of revising the place of use of this water right.  

 
Proposed Works 
Completed Well 

 
Development Schedule 
BEGIN PROJECT COMPLETE PROJECT PUT WATER TO FULL USE  

Completed Completed Completed 
 

Measurement of Water Use 
How often must water use be measured? Weekly 
How often must water use data be reported to 
Ecology? 

Annually (Jan 31) 

What volume should be reported? Total Annual Volume  
What rate should be reported? Annual Peak Rate of Withdrawal (gpm or cfs) 
 
Provisions 

 
Wells, Well Logs and Well Construction Standards 

All wells constructed in the state must meet the construction requirements of WAC 173-160 titled 
“Minimum Standards for the Construction and Maintenance of Wells” and RCW 18.104 titled “Water 
Well Construction”.  Any well which is unusable, abandoned, or whose use has been permanently 
discontinued, or which is in such disrepair that its continued use is impractical or is an environmental, 
safety or public health hazard must be decommissioned. 

All wells must be tagged with a Department of Ecology unique well identification number.  If you have 
an existing well and it does not have a tag, please contact the well-drilling coordinator at the regional 
Department of Ecology office issuing this decision.  This tag must remain attached to the well.  If you are 
required to submit water measuring reports, reference this tag number.  

Installation and maintenance of an access port as described in WAC 173-160- 291(3) is required. 

Measurements, Monitoring, Metering and Reporting 

An approved measuring device must be installed and maintained for each of the sources identified by 
this water right in accordance with the rule "Requirements for Measuring and Reporting Water Use", 
WAC 173-173 , which describes the requirements for data accuracy, device installation and operation, 
and information reporting.  It also allows a water user to petition the Department of Ecology for 
modifications to some of the requirements. 

Recorded water use data shall be submitted via the Internet.  To set up an Internet reporting account, 
contact the Northwest Regional Office.  If you do not have Internet access, you can still submit hard 
copies by contacting the Northwest Regional Office for forms to submit your water use data. 
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Water Level Measurements 

In order to maintain a sustainable supply of water and ensure that your water source is not impaired by 
future withdrawals, static water levels should be measured and recorded monthly using a consistent 
methodology.  Static water level is defined as the water level in a well when no pumping is occurring and 
the water level has fully recovered from previous pumping. Static water level data should include the 
following elements: 

Unique Well ID Number  

Measurement date and time 

Measurement method (air line, electric tape, pressure transducer, etc.) 

Measurement accuracy (to nearest foot, tenth of foot, etc.) 

Description of the measuring point (top of casing, sounding tube, etc.) 

Measuring point elevation above or below land surface to the nearest 0.1 foot 

Land surface elevation at the well head to the nearest foot. 

Static water level below measuring point to the nearest 0.1 foot. 

Department of Health Requirements 

Prior to any new construction or alterations of a public water supply system, the State Board of Health 
rules require public water supply owners to obtain written approval from the Office of Drinking Water of 
the Washington State Department of Health.   Please contact the Office of Drinking Water at Northwest 
Drinking Water Operations, 20435 72nd Avenue S, Suite 200, K17-12, Kent, WA  98032-2358, (253) 396-
6750. 

Water Use Efficiency  

The water right holder is required to maintain efficient water delivery systems and use of up-to-date 
water conservation practices consistent with RCW 90.03.005. 

Schedule and Inspections 

Department of Ecology personnel, upon presentation of proper credentials, will have access at 
reasonable times, to the project location, and to inspect at reasonable times, records of water use, 
wells, diversions, measuring devices and associated distribution systems for compliance with water law.  

 

Findings of Facts 
Upon reviewing the investigator’s report, I find all facts, relevant and material to the subject application, 
have been thoroughly investigated.  Furthermore, I concur with the investigator that water is available 
from the source in question; that there will be no impairment of existing rights; that the purpose(s) of 
use are beneficial; and that there will be no detriment to the public interest. 

Therefore, I ORDER approval of Application No. G1-25831C(A)@1 subject to existing rights and the 
provisions specified above. 
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Your Right To Appeal 
You have a right to appeal this Order to the Pollution Control Hearings Board (PCHB) within 30 days of 
the date of receipt of this Order. The appeal process is governed by Chapter 43.21B RCW and Chapter 
371-08 WAC. “Date of receipt” is defined in RCW 43.21B.001(2). 

To appeal you must do the following within 30 days of the date of receipt of the Order. 

File your appeal and a copy of this Order with the PCHB (see addresses below). Filing means actual 
receipt by the PCHB during regular business hours. 

• Serve a copy of your appeal and this Order on Ecology in paper form - by mail or in person. (See 
addresses below.) E-mail is not accepted.  

• You must also comply with other applicable requirements in Chapter 43.21B RCW and Chapter 
371-08 WAC. 
 

Street Addresses Mailing Addresses 
Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
300 Desmond Drive SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 

Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
PO Box 47608 
Olympia, WA  98504-7608 

  
Pollution Control Hearings Board 
1111 Israel RD SW  Ste 301 
Tumwater, WA  98501 

Pollution Control Hearings Board 
PO Box 40903 
Olympia, WA  98504-0903 

 
Signed at Bellevue, Washington, this ______ day of ________________ 2013. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Jacqueline Klug, Section Manager 
Water Resources Program 
Northwest Regional Office 
 
For additional information visit the Environmental Hearings Office Website:  http://www.eho.wa.gov.  To find laws and agency 
rules visit the Washington State Legislature Website: http://www1.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.eho.wa.gov/
http://www1.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser
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INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT 
D.H. Wood, Department of Ecology 
Water Right Control Number CG1-25831C(A)@1 
Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District 

BACKGROUND 
This report serves as the written findings of fact concerning Water Right Change Application Number 
CG1-25831C(A)@1. 
 

EXISTING Water Right Attributes 
Water Right Owner: Sammamish Plateau Water & Sewer District  
Priority Date: 6/26/1990  
Place of Use Area served by Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District as described in its 

most recently approved water system plan. 
 

County Waterbody Tributary To WRIA 
King Groundwater  7-Snohomish 

 
Purpose Rate Unit Ac-ft/yr Begin Season End Season 
Municipal Supply 62.50 GPM 86.68 January 1 December 31 

 
Source Name Parcel Well Tag Twp Rng Sec QQ Q Latitude Longitude 
Well 14 1428000410  25N 06E 24 NE NW 47.6517 N 121.985 W 

CFS = Cubic Feet per Second; Ac-ft/yr = Acre-feet per year; Sec. = Section; QQ Q = Quarter-quarter of a 
section; WRIA = Water Resource Inventory Area; E.W.M. = East of the Willamette Meridian; Datum in 
NAD83/WGS84. 
 

REQUESTED Water Right Attributes 
Applicant Name: Sammamish Plateau Water & Sewer  
Date of Application: 4/25/2006 
Place of Use The place of use is the water service area as adopted by the Department of Health 

through the most recently approved Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer 
District Water System Plan. 
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County Waterbody Tributary To WRIA 
King Groundwater  7-Snohomish 

 
Purpose Rate Unit Acre-feet/yr Begin Season End Season 
Municipal Supply 62.50 GPM 86.68 January 1 December 31 

 
Source Name Parcel Well Tag Twp Rng Sec QQ Q Latitude Longitude 
Well 13R 1225069036 AAS 174 25N 06E 12 SW NW 47.6665 N 121.992 W 

CFS = Cubic Feet per Second; Ac-ft/yr = Acre-feet per year; Sec. = Section; QQ Q = Quarter-quarter of a 
section; WRIA = Water Resource Inventory Area; E.W.M. = East of the Willamette Meridian; Datum in 
NAD83/WGS84. 
 

Legal Requirements for Requested Change 
The following is a list of requirements that must be met prior to authorizing the proposed change in 
point of withdrawal. 

Public Notice 
RCW 90.03.280 requires that notice of a water right application be published once a week, for two 
consecutive weeks, in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or counties where the water is to 
be stored, diverted and used.  Notice of this application was published in the King County Journal on 
May 18, 2006 and May 25, 2006. 

Consultation with the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
The Department of Fish and Wildlife was informed of this application in April 2006 when it was filed.  No 
comment was provided by Fish and Wildlife on this application. 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
A water right application is subject to a SEPA threshold determination (i.e., an evaluation of whether 
there are likely to be significant adverse environmental impacts) if any one of the following thresholds 
are exceeded.  
 

(a) It is a surface water right application for more than 1 cubic foot per second, unless that project 
is for agricultural irrigation, in which case the threshold is increased to 50 cubic feet per second, 
so long as that irrigation project will not receive public subsidies; 

(b) It is a groundwater right application for more than 2,250 gallons per minute; 
(c) It is an application that, in combination with other water right applications for the same project, 

collectively exceed the amounts above; 
(d) It is a part of a larger proposal that is subject to SEPA for other reasons (e.g., the need to obtain 

other permits that are not exempt from SEPA); 
(e) It is part of a series of exempt actions that, together, trigger the need to perform a SEPA 

determination, as defined under WAC 197-11-305. 
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Since this application does not exceed any of the above thresholds, it is considered to be categorically 
exempt from SEPA. A SEPA threshold determination is therefore not required. 

Water Resources Statutory and Case Law 
RCW 90.03.380(1) states that a water right that has been put to beneficial use may be changed.  The 
point of diversion, place of use, and purpose of use may be changed if it would not result in harm or 
injury to other water rights.  
 
RCW 90.44.100 authorizes Ecology to amend a ground water certificate or permit to (1) allow the user 
to construct a replacement or additional well at a new location outside of the location of the original 
well, or to (2) change the manner or place of use of the water, if:  
  

(a) The additional or replacement well taps the same body of public ground water as the original 
well. RCW 90.44.100(2)(a),  

(b) Where a replacement well is approved, the user must discontinue use of the original well and 
properly decommission the original well. RCW 90.44.100(2)(b),   

(c) Where an additional well is constructed, the user may continue to use the original well, but the 
combined total withdrawal from all wells shall not enlarge the right conveyed by the original 
permit or certificate.  RCW 90.44.100(2)(c), 

(d) Other existing rights shall not be impaired. RCW 90.44.100(2)(d). 
 
When changing or adding points of withdrawal to groundwater rights (RCW 90.44.100), or when 
consolidating exempt wells with an existing permit or certificate (RCW 90.44.105), the wells must draw 
from the same body of public groundwater. Indicators that wells tap the same body of public 
groundwater include: 

(a) Hydraulic connectivity.  
(b) Common recharge (catchment) area.  
(c) Common flow regime.  
(d) Geologic materials that allow for storage and flow, with recognizable boundaries or effective 

barriers to flow. 
The Washington Supreme Court has held that Ecology, when processing an application for change to a 
water right, is required to make a tentative determination of extent and validity of the claim or right.  
This is necessary to establish whether the claim or right is eligible for change. R.D. Merrill v. PCHB and 
Okanogan Wilderness League v. Town of Twisp. 

INVESTIGATION 

History of Water Use 
Well 13R provides water to the area north of State Route 202 (Patterson and Evans Creeks) that is 
referred to as the Cascade View area of the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District. At present 
the district provides water from Well 13R under Groundwater Certificate G1-25963C (see Table 1), 
which was originally issued to Cascade View Water District (King County Water District 122). The 
Cascade View area is located in unincorporated King County.  
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In addition to G1-25963C, the Cascade View area was served by certificates G1-00027C (Well 12; 100 
gpm, 108 ac-ft/yr), G1-24363C (Well 12; 100 gpm, 12 ac-ft/yr), and G1-25831C (Well 14; 62.5 gpm, 86.68 
ac-ft/yr).  
 
In addition to water supplied through these four water rights, many homes with the Cascade View 
service area are supplied by wells  that are either exempt from permitting under RCW 90.44.050 or are 
covered by claims to vested rights filed under RCW 90.14. 
 
Cascade View Water District was combined with King County Water Districts 82 and 121 in the mid 
1990’s to form the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District. 
 

Other Rights Appurtenant to the Place of Use 
Table 1 provides a summary of water rights held by Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District  
 

Table 1: SPWSD Water Rights 
Well No Control No Certificate Priority Qi Qa QiNA QaNA 
Well 1/1R G1-00342C  07/07/54 300 448     
Well 1/1R G1-25438C  05/10/89 200     448 
Well 2/2R G1-*09533C 6802 06/21/68 500 800     
Well 2/2R G1-00749C  5/12/71 20 10.5     
Well 4 G1-*10373C 7147 08/25/69 200 224     
Well 4 G1-23022C  12/09/77 550     880 
Well 7/8 G1-00289C  01/20/72 3,200 936     
Well 7/8 G1-25428C†  04/24/89 2,300 1,738     
Well 9 G1-26014C†  12/24/90     2,000 1,608 
Well 11.1 G1-*07653C 6395 06/04/65 100 160     
Well 11.1/11.2 G1-23897C‡  07/31/81 600 768     
Well 11.2 G1-22861C  05/02/77 1,000 1,600     
Well 11.2 G1-26572P1  04/30/92 580 568.45     
Well 10 G1-*06228C 5140 03/23/62 100 22.5     
Well 10 G1-27166C  06/04/93 500 378.5   186.5 
Well 12 G1-00027C  6/19/1970 100 108     
Well 12 G1-24363C  07/25/83 100 12     
Well 13 G1-25963C  11/07/90 200 224     
Well 14 G1-25831AC  06/26/90 62.5 86.68     
   Totals 10,612.5 8,084.63 2,000 3,122.5 
Qi = Instantaneous Quantity (Pumping Rate) in gpm; Qa = Annual Quantity in ac-ft/yr; QaNA = Non-Additive 
Qa; † = Winter Only; ‡ Qa split 300 gpm each well and Qi split 468 ac-ft/yr to Well 11.1 and 300 ac-ft/yr to 
Well 11.2; 1Includes amounts transferred from exempt wells 

 

Hydrologic/Hydrogeologic Evaluation 
 
The proposed new point of withdrawal is located in the eastern portion of the Union Hill/ Novelty Hill 
Plateau, an upland area situated between the Snoqualmie River valley to the east and the Lake 
Sammamish/Sammamish River valley located to the west of the plateau. 
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The area of Well 13R has a semi-rural character, with most homes located on lots greater than 5 acres. 
Most surface areas of the plateau are immediately underlain by till deposited during the Fraser 
Glaciation (~22,000 to 15,000 years before present). Groundwater recharge is likely in the range of 20+ 
inches, based on approximately 40 inches of rain per year. 
 
The Union Hill/ Novelty Hill Plateau area is underlain by loose to moderately compacted glacial and 
interglacial sediments. Coarser grained sediments (sand and gravel), primarily deposited in glaciofluvial 
and fluvial environments form regionally extensive aquifers that tend to separated by leaky aquitards 
composed of glaciolacustrian silt and clay and fine grained fluvial sediments associated with floodplain 
overbank deposition.  
 
The entire unconsolidated sedimentary package is best viewed as a single regional aquifer system with 
most parts saturated, but containing productive layers or zones. Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer 
District consultants CDM have delineated four regionally significant productive zones in the areas 
underlying the district’s boundaries. These are, from the shallowest to deepest, summarized in Table 2 
below. 
 

Table 2: SPWSD Aquifer System (after CDM, 2003) 
Aquifer – SPWSD Wells Depth (approximate) Description 
Zone I – Wells 1R, 2, 2R, 10 
and 12 

Shallow (0 to 50 feet) Perched aquifers hosted in recessional outwash or recent 
alluvial material. Used by some private wells, but not by 
SPWSD. Not present in Cascade View area. 

Zone II – Wells 3, 6, 11.1, and 
14 

30 to 200 feet below plateau 
surface 

Semi-confined aquifer hosted within advance outwash 
glaciofluvial sediments. Utilized by SPWSD wells 1R, 2, 2R, 10 
and 12. 

Zone III – Wells 4, 5, and 11.2 300 to 600 feet below 
plateau surface 

Confined aquifer hosted within sand, silt and gravel fluvial or 
glaciofluvial sediments. 

Zone IV – Wells 7, 8, 9 and 
13R 

Deeper than 600 feet below 
plateau surface 

Confined aquifer hosted within sand silt and gravel 
glaciofluvial or fluvial sediments.  

 
Well 13R, the new point of withdrawal proposed herein, is completed within Zone IV of the aquifer 
system.  The well is screened between 826 and 941 feet below ground surface (bgs) in coarse gravel and 
sand. Transmissivity is estimated at 30,000 gallons per day per foot (gpd/ft) of aquifer (zone) thickness 
near the well, and specific capacity is estimated to be 8.7 gpm per foot of drawdown (CDM, 2006).  
 
The optimum pumping rate of the well based on the 2006 aquifer test is 750 gpm. Certificate G1-25963C 
authorizes 200 gpm from well 13. Approval of the proposed change will result in a pumping rate of 262.5 
gpm, still well below the capacity of zone IV at this location. 

Impairment Considerations 
 
Impairment of a minimum instream flow is considered where water rights action can be shown to affect 
the flow of a regulated stream.  
 
An Instream Flow Rule was adopted for WRIA 7 (Snohomish Watershed) as WAC 173-507.  Paterson 
Creek is closed to further appropriation and the Snoqualmie River is regulated for minimum flows under 
WAC 173-507.  The closure affects water availability, but not impairment. Since this proposal is for a 



 

DRAFT CHANGE REPORT OF EXAMINATION 10 CG1-25831C(A)@1 

change in point of withdrawal impairment is relevant insofar as whether the change will result in a 
greater impact to a regulated stream. 
 
Wells 13R and 14 are completed in Zones III and IV of the aquifer system and are therefore both 
connected hydraulically with both Patterson Creek and the Snoqualmie River. The degree of connection 
is deemed to be weak due to the depths at which wells 13 and 14 are completed and the distances of 
both wells to the Snoqualmie Valley are similar, so it is likely that impacts are probably minimal and on 
the same order of magnitude for both locations.  Approval of the application is therefore not likely to 
result in an increase in impacts to the Snoqualmie River. Since the new point of withdrawal is further 
away from Patterson Creek, there is no greater portion of the water withdrawal from the closed source. 
 
One groundwater user was found that may be impacted by additional production from Well 13R. 
Pegasus Thoroughbred Training Center has five water wells located in the NW ¼ SW ¼ and NE ¼ SE ¼ of 
Section 12 T25N, R06E (Two of these wells are under the name Pegasus Financial).  
 
The Pegasus Thoroughbred Training Center does not hold any water rights issued by Ecology or its 
predecessor agencies. A former owner of the land upon which the center was built did file a claim for a 
vested pre-1945 ground water right, but that claim was associated with an 8-foot deep shallow dug well 
that served domestic use for one home and an infiltration trench intended to serve a non-consumptive 
fish propagation water right issued to the same person in 1965, and which appears to have been 
subsequently abandoned (G1-*07153C). 
 
Three of the Pegasus wells appear to be completed in Zone III and two in Zone IV (one of which appears 
to be in use). Groundwater withdrawals by Pegasus may be covered, at least in part, by the exempt 
groundwater withdrawal provisions of RCW 90.44.050, but only for stockwatering purposes and up to 
5,000 gallons per day of incidental domestic use.  
 
It is evident from air photos that Pegasus is irrigating and using their wells in excess of what would be 
available through the groundwater exemption. The district could be liable for impairment of the deep 
Pegasus well, but that liability would be limited only to quantities authorized under RCW 90.44.050. 
 
The quantities associated with this proposal (62.5 gpm and 86.68 acre-ft/yr) would result in less than 10 
additional feet of drawdown in Zone IV.  This is not likely to result in the inability of the Pegasus well to 
produce exempt groundwater quantities from its deep (Zone IV) well. 

Public Interest Considerations 
The current proposal to move 62.5 gpm and 86.68 acre-ft/yr of perfected groundwater production from 
Well 14 to Well 13R is not likely to affect environmental quality and will allow the SPWSD to provide 
reliable high quality groundwater to homes that would otherwise be served by numerous exempt wells. 

Consideration of Protests and Comments 
 
No protests were filed with respect to this application. 
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Conclusions 
Water is physically available from the aquifer and from Well 13R. Water is legally available in that the 
proposed new point of withdrawal taps the same source. There does not appear to be reason to suspect 
that the proposal will negatively impact the public interest, nor will approval of the proposal result in 
impairment of existing water rights or protected instream flows. The new well will not result in 
enlargement of the right as issued and the new well taps the same body of groundwater as the original 
well.  These criteria satisfy the legal requirements for approval of a change to a groundwater right as per 
the RCW 90.44.100. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Based on the above investigation and conclusions, I recommend that this request for a water right 
change be approved in the amounts and within the limitations listed below and subject to the provisions 
listed above 

Purpose of Use and Authorized Quantities 
The amount of water recommended is a maximum limit and the water user may only use that amount of 
water within the specified limit that is reasonable and beneficial: 
 
62.50 gpm 
86.68 acre-feet per year 
Municipal Supply  
 
Point of Withdrawal 
 
SW¼, NW¼, Section 12, Township 25N, Range 6 E, W.M. 
 
Place of Use 
 
As described on Page 1 of this Report of Examination. 

 
 
 
  
Douglas H. Wood 
Report Writer 

Date 

 
If you need this publication in an alternate format, please call Water Resources Program at (360) 407-6600.  
Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service.  Persons with a speech disability can call 877-
833-6341. 
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