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PRIORITY DATE 
3/6/1995 

WATER RIGHT NUMBER 
 G1-27588 

 
MAILING ADDRESS 
SAN JUAN FAIRWAYS 3 OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
C/O BONNIE AND KEN SLIGER 
1102 GOLF COURSE RD 
FRIDAY HARBOR WA  98250 

SITE ADDRESS  (IF DIFFERENT) 
 

 
Quantity Authorized for Withdrawal  

WITHDRAWAL RATE UNITS ANNUAL QUANTITY (AC-FT/YR) 
48* GPM 14** 

Total withdrawals from all sources must not exceed the total quantity authorized above. 
Purpose 

PURPOSE 
WITHDRAWAL RATE ANNUAL QUANTITY (AC-FT/YR) PERIOD OF USE 

(mm/dd) ADDITIVE NON-
ADDITIVE UNITS ADDITIVE NON-ADDITIVE 

DOMESTIC MULTIPLE 36 12 GPM 0 14 01/01 - 12/31 
 
*36 gpm is additive to the 12 gpm allowed under certificate G1-20401CWRIS. The total combined 
instantaneous quantity for G1-27588 and G1-20401CWRIS shall not exceed 48 gpm. 
  
**G1-27588 has a non-additive annual quantity. The total combined annual quantity of G1-27588 and 
G1-20401CWRIS shall not exceed 14 acre-feet/year, which is the quantity listed on water right certificate 
G1-20401CWRIS. See Discussion on Page 11 for an explanation. 
  

IRRIGATED ACRES PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM INFORMATION 
ADDITIVE NON-ADDITIVE WATER SYSTEM ID CONNECTIONS 

0 0 75765 26 
 

Source Location 
COUNTY WATERBODY TRIBUTARY TO WATER RESOURCE INVENTORY AREA 

SAN JUAN GROUNDWATER N/A 2-SAN JUAN 
 

SOURCE PARCEL WELL TAG Township Range Section QQ Q LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

WELL 1 352642001000 AFL-648 35N 03W 26 NW SE N 48.4982 123.0255 W 

WELL 2 352631005000 AAZ-489 / AFL-649 
(2 well tags) 35N 03W 26 NE SW N 48.4978 123.0323 W 

Datum: NAD83/WGS84 
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Place of Use (See Map in Attachment 1) 
PARCELS  
San Juan County parcel numbers: 352652007000, 352652015000, 352652019000, 352652013000, 
352652020000, 352652016000, 352652017000, 352652018000, 352652004000, 352652024000, 352652023000, 
352652010000, 352652011000, 352652002000, 352652022000, 352652021000, 352652009000, 352652014000, 
352652005000, 352652008000, 352652025000, 352652003000, 352652006000, 352652001000, 352652012000, 
352652026000, 352631007000, 352631002000, 352642003000, 352642001000, and 352642002000. 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF AUTHORIZED PLACE OF USE 
 See Attachment 2 for full legal description 
 
Proposed Works 
Two 6-inch wells—well 1 is drilled to a depth of 298 feet and fitted with a 1 HP pump and well 2 is 
drilled to a depth of 260 feet and fitted with a 1.5 HP pump. A combined distribution system supplies 
water to the 26 lots within the Fairway #3 Owner Association boundary. 

 
Development Schedule 
BEGIN PROJECT COMPLETE PROJECT PUT WATER TO FULL USE  

Begun December 31, 2014   December 31, 2024 
 

Measurement of Water Use 
How often must water use be measured? Monthly 
How often must water use data be reported to Ecology? Annually (Jan 31) 
What volume should be reported? Total Annual Volume  
What rate should be reported? Annual Peak Rate of Withdrawal (gpm) 

 
Provisions 

 
Wells, Well Logs and Well Construction Standards 
All wells constructed in the state shall meet the construction requirements of WAC 173-160 titled 
“Minimum Standards for the Construction and Maintenance of Wells” and RCW 18.104 titled “Water 
Well Construction”. Any well which is unusable, abandoned, or whose use has been permanently 
discontinued, or which is in such disrepair that its continued use is impractical or is an environmental, 
safety or public health hazard shall be decommissioned. 
 
All wells shall be tagged with a Department of Ecology unique well identification number. If you have an 
existing well and it does not have a tag, please contact the well-drilling coordinator at the regional 
Department of Ecology office issuing this decision. This tag shall remain attached to the well. If you are 
required to submit water measuring reports, reference this tag number.  
 
Installation and maintenance of an access port as described in WAC 173-160- 291(3) is required. 
 
Measurements, Monitoring, Metering and Reporting 
An approved measuring device shall be installed and maintained for each of the sources identified by 
this water right in accordance with the rule "Requirements for Measuring and Reporting Water Use", 
WAC 173-173, which describes the requirements for data accuracy, device installation and operation, 
and information reporting. It also allows a water user to petition the Department of Ecology for 
modifications to some of the requirements. 
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Recorded water use data shall be submitted via the Internet. To set up an Internet reporting account, 
contact the Northwest Regional Office. If you do not have Internet access, you can still submit hard 
copies by contacting the Northwest Regional Office for forms to submit your water use data. 
 
Proof of Appropriation 
The water right holder shall file the notice of Proof of Appropriation of water (under which the 
certificate of water right is issued) when the permanent distribution system has been constructed and 
the quantity of water required by the project has been put to full beneficial use. The certificate will 
reflect the extent of the project perfected within the limitations of the permit. Elements of a proof 
inspection may include, as appropriate, the source(s), system instantaneous capacity, beneficial use(s), 
annual quantity, place of use, and satisfaction of provisions. 
 
Department of Health Requirements 
Prior to any new construction or alterations of a public water supply system, the State Board of Health 
rules require public water supply owners to obtain written approval from the Office of Drinking Water of 
the Washington State Department of Health. Please contact the Office of Drinking Water at Northwest 
Drinking Water Operations, 20435 72nd Ave S, Suite 200, K17-12, Kent, WA  98032-2358, (253) 396-
6750. 
 
Schedule and Inspections 
Department of Ecology personnel, upon presentation of proper credentials, shall have access at 
reasonable times, to the project location, and to inspect at reasonable times, records of water use, 
wells, diversions, measuring devices and associated distribution systems for compliance with water law.  
 
Water Use Efficiency 
The water right holder is required to maintain efficient water delivery systems and use of up-to-date 
water conservation practices consistent with RCW 90.03.005. 
 
Findings of Facts 
Upon reviewing the investigator’s report, I find all facts, relevant and material to the subject application, 
have been thoroughly investigated. Furthermore, I concur with the investigator that water is available 
from the source in question; that there will be no impairment of existing rights; that the purpose of use 
is beneficial; and that there will be no detriment to the public interest. 
 
Therefore, I ORDER approval of Application No. G1-27588, subject to existing rights and the provisions 
specified above. 
 

Your Right To Appeal 
You have a right to appeal this Order to the Pollution Control Hearings Board (PCHB) within 30 days of 
the date of receipt of this Order. The appeal process is governed by Chapter 43.21B RCW and Chapter 
371-08 WAC. “Date of receipt” is defined in RCW 43.21B.001(2). 
 
To appeal you must do the following within 30 days of the date of receipt of the Order: 

• File your appeal and a copy of this Order with the PCHB (see addresses below). Filing means 
actual receipt by the PCHB during regular business hours. 

• Serve a copy of your appeal and this Order on Ecology in paper form - by mail or in person. (See 
addresses below.) E-mail is not accepted.  
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You must also comply with other applicable requirements in Chapter 43.21B RCW and Chapter 371-08 
WAC. 
 

Street Addresses Mailing Addresses 
Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
300 Desmond Drive SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 

Department of Ecology 
Attn: Appeals Processing Desk 
PO Box 47608 
Olympia, WA  98504-7608 

  
Pollution Control Hearings Board 
1111 Israel RD SW  Ste 301 
Tumwater, WA  98501 

Pollution Control Hearings Board 
PO Box 40903 
Olympia, WA  98504-0903 

 
Signed at Bellevue, Washington, this ______ day of _____________ 2014. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Jacqueline Klug, Section Manager 
 
For additional information visit the Environmental Hearings Office Website:  http://www.eho.wa.gov. To find laws and agency 
rules visit the Washington State Legislature Website: http://www1.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser. 
 

http://www.eho.wa.gov/
http://www1.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser
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INVESTIGATOR’S REPORT 
Application for Water Right – San Juan Fairways 3 Owners Association 
Water Right Control Number G1-27588 
Ria Berns, Department of Ecology 
  
BACKGROUND 
This report serves as the written findings of fact concerning Water Right Application Number G1-27588. 
 
San Juan Fairways 3 Owners Association (SJ Fairways #3) applied for a water right to appropriate 
groundwater on March 6, 1995. The purpose of use is multiple domestic. Twenty-one homes are 
currently connected to this Group A water system. Two wells serve the system, located within the NW¼ 
SE¼ and the NE¼ SW¼ of Section 26, Township 35 North, Range 3 West.  
 
The water system infrastructure is fully developed; however, five additional parcels have development 
potential and will be connected to the SJ Fairways #3 water system if developed. This report describes 
the proposed project, discusses the hydrogeology of the area, investigates potential impairments, and 
evaluates water availability issues raised by this project.  
 
Table 1. Summary of Requested Water Right 

Applicant Name: San Juan Fairways 3 Owners Association  
Date of Application: 3/6/1995 
Place of Use See Attachments 1 and 2 

 
County Waterbody Tributary To WRIA 
San Juan Groundwater N/A 2-San Juan 

 
Purpose Rate Unit Ac-ft/yr Begin Season End Season 
Domestic multiple 48* GPM 14** January 1 December 31 

 
Source  Parcel Well Tag Twp Rng Sec QQ Q Latitude Longitude 
Well 1 352642001000 AFL-648 35N 03W 26 NW SE N 48.4982 123.0255 W 

Well 2 352631005000 AAZ-489 / AFL-649 
(2 well tags) 

35N 03W 26 NE SW N 48.4978 123.0323 W 

Datum: NAD83/WGS84 
GPM = Gallons per Minute; Ac-ft/yr = Acre-feet per year; Twp = Township; Rng = Range; Sec. = Section; QQ Q = Quarter-quarter of a section; WRIA = Water Resource 
Inventory Area           
 

*36 gpm is additive to the 12 gpm allowed under certificate G1-20401CWRIS. The total combined instantaneous 
quantity for G1-27588 and G1-20401CWRIS shall not exceed 48 gpm. 
 
**G1-27588 has a non-additive annual quantity. The total combined annual quantity of G1-27588 and G1-
20401CWRIS shall not exceed 14 acre-feet/year, which is the quantity listed on water right certificate G1-
20401CWRIS. See Discussion on Page 10 for an explanation. 
 
Legal Requirements for Approval of Appropriation of Water 
 
Public Notice 
RCW 90.03.280 requires that notice of a water right application be published once a week, for two 
consecutive weeks, in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or counties where the water is to 
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be stored, diverted and used. Notice of this application was published in the Journal of the San Juan 
Islands on March 16 and March 26, 2014. 
 
Consultation with the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
The Department must give notice to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) of 
applications to divert, withdraw or store water. On February 3, 2014, WDFW submitted comments on 
this proposed groundwater appropriation.  Pursuant to RCW 77.57.020, WDFW found no potential 
impacts to fish and wildlife and therefore does not oppose this application. This conclusion is based on 
the fact that the location and depth of the wells makes it unlikely to impact fish bearing surface water 
before being discharged to saltwater.  
 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 
Ground water withdrawals are subject to a SEPA threshold determination (i.e., an evaluation of whether 
there are likely to be significant adverse environmental impacts) if the water right application proposes 
withdrawals greater than 2,250 gpm. Because this application does not meet this condition and because 
the application is not part of a larger project that would trigger SEPA, the application is considered to be 
categorically exempt from SEPA and a threshold determination is not required. 
 
INVESTIGATION 
 
The following investigation is based on a January 14, 2014 site visit to SJ Fairways #3 with Water 
Resources Program senior hydrogeologist, Jerry Liszak. During the site visit, we met with Jim Mauldin, 
who manages the water system, and with Ken Sliger, who oversees the water system on behalf of the 
homeowner’s association. This water right investigation draws on: (1) conversations with Ken Sliger and 
Al and Jim Mauldin of Mauldin’s Well Drilling, (2) water right records research, (3) Jerry Liszak’s 
Hydrogeological Report, and (4) reference materials listed in the References section.    
 
San Juan Island Geohydrology 

San Juan Island is the second largest of the San Juan Islands and has an aerial extent of about 55 square 
miles. About 40% of San Juan Island is overlain by Quaternary glacial deposits, but only as thin, 
discontinuous sheets, with thicknesses generally less than 30 feet. The glacial deposits, where saturated, 
generally yield large quantities of water to wells, but the bedrock is nonporous, and water occurs 
primarily in joints and fractures.  
 
The geology in the vicinity of this applicant consists of the Decatur terrane, a Middle to Upper Jurassic 
ophiolite (oceanic crust and underlying upper mantle) and superimposed arc-volcanic unit (island-arc) of 
the San Juan Thrust System. Water Supply Bulletin No. 46 mapped rocks within this terrane as the 
Constitution Formation, consisting of Late Jurassic to Cretaceous volcaniclastic sediments deposited by 
massive submarine landslides which consist of greywacke, shale and siltstone overlying ribbon chert and 
pillow lavas.    
 
Mean annual precipitation in the vicinity of this application varies from 28 to less than 32 inches per 
year. Recharge to the ground water system on San Juan Island occurs from percolation of precipitation. 
Recharge in the area varies from approximately 3 to 4 inches per year (USGS, 2002).  
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Proposed Use and Basis of Water Demand 

SJ Fairway #3 applied for a water right to serve 26 homes from a single well on their property. The 
application was submitted to the Department of Ecology on March 6, 1995. The listed purpose is 
multiple domestic. Twenty-one homes are currently connected to the water system; however, 5 
additional parcels with development potential are located within the owner association boundaries. 
Most of the 21 homes currently connected have beneficially used water since the 1990s or earlier.  
 
Since this application was first submitted, the water system has expanded to include two points of 
withdrawal, discussed below. 
 
Water System Details 
SJ Fairways #3 is a Class A system served by two six-inch diameter wells. Well 1 is located in the NW¼ 
SE¼ (San Juan County Parcel 352642001000) and well 2 is located in the NE¼ SW¼ (San Juan County 
Parcel 352631005000), both are within Section 26, Township 35 North, Range 3 West. Drilled in 1968, 
well 1 is 298 feet deep. A well test (air test) yielding 30 gpm was recorded by the driller at the time of 
installation. Well 1 has a 1 HP submersible pump. On the day of the site visit, the static water level for 
well 1 was 23.3 feet.  
 
Well 2 was drilled in 1994 and is 260 feet deep. A well test (air test) yielding 18 gpm was recorded by the 
driller at the time of installation. A 1.5 HP submersible pump directs water from well 2 through a 2-inch 
PVC mainline pipe to a 26,000 gallon storage tank located approximately 10 feet south of the well 1 
pump house. On the day of the site visit, the static water level for well 2 was 9.8 feet. 
 
The storage tank stores water pumped from wells 1 and 2. Two booster pumps (primary and backup) 
and a 305 gallon pressure tank located in the well 1 pump house supply water through 1 and 2-inch PVC 
pipes to the twenty-one homes. Pumped water is metered twice, once as it leaves the points of 
withdrawal and again before the water enters the storage tank. This helps identify mainline leaks. Each 
home also has an individual meter to track use. 
     
Well 1 is the more productive and primary source of water and the two wells are rarely pumped 
concurrently. However, both wells can be pumped simultaneously if needed.    
 
SJ Fairways #3 includes a provision in the homeowners’ Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions that 
forbids current and future homeowners from drilling individual wells on their property to serve 
domestic needs. All current and future homeowners must hook-up to the SJ Fairways #3 water system.  
 
Other Rights Appurtenant to the Place of Use 

The Department of Ecology has record of 31 water rights or water right claims within a half mile radius 
of the SJ Fairway #3 points of withdrawal (see Table 2 and Attachment 3). Of the water rights considered 
for the impairment analysis, 14 are state-issued water right certificates (8 for groundwater, 2 for surface 
water, and 4 for reservoir storage), 1 is a groundwater permit, 1 is a Change ROE, and 15 are claims (6 
short form and 9 long form claims). Certificate G1-20401CWRIS (John Jackson Inc.) is a previously issued 
water right for Fairways #3 and covers most but not all of the parcels within the place of use for this 
application. This certificate shares a point of withdrawal (well 1) with application G1-27588. 
 
A water right claim is a claim to a water right for a beneficial use which predates the state water code 
(1917 for surface water and 1945 for groundwater) and is not authorized by a state-issued permit or 
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certificate. Water right claims can only be confirmed through adjudication by the Washington State 
Superior Court. The Department of Ecology cannot verify a claim’s validity. Many of the below-listed 
claims represent uses allowable under the ground water exemption (RCW 90.44.050).  
 
Table 2. Record of Water Rights within a Half Mile Radius from the Two Points of Withdrawal 

Control Number Name on Document Document 
Type 

Priority 
Year Purpose Qi 

Qa 

(ac-ft/yr) 
G1-002056CL John Van Harten Claim L  DG   
G1-005773CL Howard Lloyd Claim L  DG   
G1-009678CL Roy Halsey Claim L  DG IR   
G1-012321CL Charles McKillop Claim L  DG   
S1-012322CL Charles McKillop Claim L  DG   
G1-013658CL Brenda Pratt Claim L  DG IR   
G1-018462CL Richard Inman Claim L  DG   
G1-034616CL Charles Christenson Claim L  DG   
G1-043942CL Clayton Schill Claim S  DG   
S1-043943CL Clayton Schill Claim S  DG   
G1-045808CL Robert Condon Claim S  DG   
G1-059054CL John Lawson Claim L  DG ST   
G1-072853CL Katharine Wolfe Claim S  DG   
G1-083971CL R.F. Wedekind Claim S  DG ST   
G1-102948CL Clara J Kelly Claim S  DG   

S1-*12346CWRIS R.M. Halsey Cert 1953 IR ST .2 cfs  
R1-*17163CWRIS Roy Halsey Cert 1962 IR  5 
G1-*07501CWRIS H.E. Rogers Cert 1965 DM 10 gpm 2.4 
G1-*09216CWRIS C.M. & L Christenson Cert 1968 DS 10 gpm 1 
R1-00276CWRIS Brenda Cook Pratt Cert 1970 IR  7 
G1-20401CWRIS John Jackson Inc Cert 1973 DM 12 gpm 14 
G1-20657CWRIS San Juan Golf & Country Club Cert 1973 CI DS 15 gpm 3 
R1-20658CWRIS San Juan Golf & Country Club Cert 1973 IR RE  19 
R1-20659CWRIS San Juan Golf & Country Club Cert 1973 IR RE  7 
G1-20660CWRIS San Juan Fairways 2 Cert 1973 DM 20 gpm 22.5 
G1-24558CWRIS Rodney Erickson Cert 1984 DM 38 gpm 17.6 
S1-25154CWRIS San Juan Golf & Country Club Cert 1987 IR .028 cfs 5.5 
G1-25250CWRIS Richard Inman Cert 1988 DS IR 8 gpm 1.5 
G1-25260CWRIS McEnery & Kuheim Cert 1988 DS 10 gpm 0.5 

G1-26513 Portland Fair Estates Owners 
Association Pmt 1992 DM 32 gpm  

CG1-20657CWRIS San Juan Golf & Country Club Change 
ROE 2007 CI DS 15 gpm 3 

Abbreviation Key: Qi – instantaneous quantity, Qa – annual quantity, cfs – cubic feet per second, gpm – gallons per minute, Claim L – long form claim, Claim S – short 
form claim, Cert – Certificate, Pmt – Permit, CI – Commercial & Industrial, DG – domestic general, DM –domestic multiple, DS – domestic single, IR – irrigation, RE – 
recreation and beautification, ST – stockwater. 

 
In addition to the above-listed water rights, there are approximately 18 water wells located within a half 
mile radius of the SJ Fairways #3 points of withdrawal. This information was obtained using the 
Department of Ecology’s well log database. Some of these wells likely represent wells that fall under the 
groundwater permit exemption (RCW 90.44.050). Others likely overlap with the above-listed claims, 
applications, permits, and certificates.   
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FINDINGS 
 
Under Washington State law, the following four criteria must be met for an application to be approved: 

• There must be no impairment of existing rights 
• Water must be available 
• The water use must be beneficial 
• The water use must not be detrimental to the public interest 

 
Impairment Considerations 

Impairment is an adverse impact on the physical availability of water for a beneficial use that is entitled 
to protection. A water right application may not be approved if it would: 

• Interrupt or interfere with the availability of water to an adequately constructed groundwater 
withdrawal facility of an existing right. An adequately constructed groundwater withdrawal 
facility is one that (a) is constructed in compliance with well construction requirements and (b) 
fully penetrates the saturated zone of an aquifer or withdraws water from a reasonable and 
feasible pumping lift. 

• Interrupt or interfere with the availability of water at the authorized point of diversion of a 
surface water right. A surface water right conditioned with instream flows may be impaired if a 
proposed use or change would cause the flow of the stream to fall to or below the instream flow 
more frequently or for a longer duration than was previously the case.  

• Interrupt or interfere with the flow of water allocated by rule, water rights, or court decree to 
instream flows.  

• Degrade the water quality of the source to the point that the water is unsuitable for beneficial 
use by existing users (e.g., via sea water intrusion). 

 
The SJ Fairways #3 water system has operated since the mid-1990s. Since this time, the Department of 
Ecology has received no impairments complaints regarding the use of this system. This suggests that no 
senior water right holders have been impaired.  
 
Potential for Seawater Intrusion 
Wells drilled to depths below sea level and located near the shoreline, or on islands, are likely 
hydraulically connected with seawater. Freshwater is slightly less dense (lighter) than seawater, and as a 
result will float on top of the seawater. On an island, rainwater that percolates through the ground 
depresses the seawater found beneath and thus gives rise to a lens shaped profile being thicker in the 
center of the island, and thins towards the coastline as it slowly drains into the sea. The relationship 
based on the density difference between seawater and freshwater can be used to estimate the depth to 
seawater beneath the lens based on the thickness of the freshwater zone above sea level. This 
relationship is known as the Ghyben-Herzberg relation (z = 40h); for every foot of freshwater above sea 
level (h), there are 40 feet of freshwater below sea level (z). So we can use aquifer water level elevations 
to predict if an aquifer has sufficient pressure to prevent seawater intrusion. If the aquifer elevation is 
significantly high relative to sea level, it will maintain adequate freshwater pressure to prevent seawater 
from entering the aquifer.  
 
Well 1 surface elevation is 90.6* feet above mean sea level (amsl).  Well 1 is located 1277 feet from the 
shoreline. The bottom of Well 1 is 207 feet below sea level (90.6 - 298).   
                                                           
* Elevations determined by LiDAR Consortium Vertical: NAVD88 Geoid0 
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z = 40h = 40 x (90.6 amsl – 28 swl) = 40 x (62.6 head) = 2,504 feet below sea level, for a 
total freshwater zone of approximately 2,566 feet in thickness (62.6 + 2,504).  

 
Well 2 surface elevation is 100 feet amsl, and is located 2584 feet from the shoreline. The bottom of 
Well 2 is 160 feet below sea level (100 – 260).  
 

z = 40h = 40 x (100 amsl – 12 swl) = 40 x (88 head) = 3,520 feet below sea level, for a 
total freshwater zone of approximately 3,608 feet in thickness (88 + 3,520).  

 
Both wells have significant head pressure to prevent seawater intrusion. Additionally, the freshwater 
thickness is greater at Well 2 than that of Well 1. This is as expected since Well 2 is 1,307 feet further 
inland than Well 1.  
 
The two points of withdrawal associated with SJ Fairway #3 are drilled in compliance with the well 
drilling rules and regulations. There is no evidence to suggest that this water right will degrade water 
quality or is at risk of seawater intrusion, and there are no regulatory closures or restrictions affecting 
water availability on San Juan Island. Thus, I find no impairment concerns associated with these points 
of withdrawal.    
 
Water Availability 

For water to be available for appropriation, it must be both physically and legally available. 
 
Physical Availability 
For water to be physically available for appropriation there must be ground or surface water present in 
quantities and quality and on a sufficiently frequent basis to provide a reasonably reliable source for the 
requested beneficial use or uses. In addition, the following factors are considered: 

• Volume of water represented by senior water rights, including federal or tribal reserved rights or 
claims; 

• Water right claims registered under Chapter 90.14 RCW; 
• Ground water uses established in accordance with Chapter 90.44 RCW, including those that are 

exempt from the requirement to obtain a permit;  
• Potential riparian water rights, including non-diversionary stock water; and 
• Lack of data indicating water usage can also be a consideration in determining water availability, 

if the department cannot ascertain the extent to which existing rights are consistently utilized 
and cannot affirmatively find that water is available for further appropriation. 

 
Well tests conducted by drillers for each of the two points of withdrawal demonstrate a total combined 
instantaneous rate of 48 gpm. Based on this instantaneous capacity, the low combined annual water use 
for the system—ranging from an average of 2,483 gpd  in 2010 to 2,840 gpd in 2012—and the high static 
water levels measured in the wells, I find that water is physically available for appropriation from these 
wells.  
 
The annual quantity (Qa) is calculated based on the domestic needs for the 26 homes within SJ Fairways 
#3. Using an average water use requirement of .25 ac-ft/yr for San Juan County, the 26 connections 
would need 6.5 ac-ft/yr to serve their domestic supply needs. However, SJ Fairways #3 has water right 
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G1-20401CWRIS, with an annual additive quantity of 14 ac-ft/yr. This annual quantity exceeds the needs 
of SJ Fairways #3 and thus, no additive annual quantity is needed as part of this application.  
 
Legal Availability 
To determine whether water is legally available for appropriation, the following factors are considered: 

• Regional water management plans – which may specifically close certain water bodies to further 
appropriation.  

• Existing rights – which may already appropriate physically available water. 
• Fisheries and other instream uses (e.g., recreation and navigation). Instream needs, including 

instream and base flows set by regulation. Water is not available for out of stream uses where 
further reducing the flow level of surface water would be detrimental to existing fishery 
resources.  

• The Department may deny an application for a new appropriation in a drainage where 
adjudicated rights exceed the average low flow supply, even if the prior rights are not presently 
being exercised. Water would not become available for appropriation until existing rights are 
relinquished for non-use by state proceedings. 

 
There are no regulatory closures or restrictions affecting water availability on San Juan Island and 
WDFW found no impacts to fish, wildlife, or the habitat they rely on. Therefore, I find water is legally 
available for appropriation. 

Beneficial Use 

Domestic use is considered a beneficial use under (RCW 90.54.020(1)).  
 
Public Interest Considerations 

No protests were filed against this application and no potential for detriment to the public interest was 
identified during the investigation of this application. 
 
Discussion 

The following definitions of the terms “additive” and “non-additive” are cited from Water Resources 
Program policy 1040. 
 

Additive:  A water right for either annual or instantaneous quantities of water that are 
added to an existing water right.  

 
Non-Additive:  A water right for either annual or instantaneous quantities of water that does 

not increase the water available in existing water rights.  
 
As part of this investigation, I reviewed all water rights within a half-mile radius of the two points of 
withdrawal. I found that water right certificate G1-20401CWRIS, under the name John Jackson Inc, has a 
place of use and point of withdrawal that overlaps with application G1-27588. The point of withdrawal 
associated with this certificate is well 1. The place of use covers all SJ Fairways #3 parcels to the north of 
Fairways Drive; however, it does not include the four parcels with development potential on the south 
side of Fairways Drive. It’s likely that the SJ Fairways #3 homeowner who initially submitted G1-27588 
was not aware of this existing certificate as it is not mentioned on the application. 
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G1-20401CWRIS has an instantaneous quantity of 12 gpm. This was the amount applied for in the 
original application. The associated Report of Examination questions whether 12 gpm is sufficient to 
serve the intended water supply needs of this development. The annual quantity listed on the permit 
was 20.7 ac-ft/yr. The notes in the proof exam say that the project was not yet complete in summer 
1974 and that a more reasonable annual quantity of 14 ac-ft/yr should be used in the certificate.     
 
Application G1-27588 requests an instantaneous quantity of 23 gpm and does not list an annual 
quantity. However, discussions with the water system manager during the site visit indicated that the 
yield capacity of both wells, when pumped simultaneously, is 48 gpm. Thus, to meet the expected water 
supply needs of SJ Fairways #3, a total combined instantaneous quantity of 48 gpm is appropriate 
between G1-27588 and G1-20401CWRIS—36 gpm should be an additive quantity under G1-27588 and 
12 gpm should be non-additive. No additive annual quantity is needed for G1-27588 as the 14 ac-ft/yr 
listed on G1-20401CWRIS is more than sufficient to cover the annual supply needs of the water system.  
 
Application G1-27588 expands the place of use to include all the parcels included within SJ Fairways #3 
boundaries. This is reflected in the place of use indicated in Attachment 1. 
 
Conclusions 

In accordance with chapter 90.03 RCW, I conclude that there is water available from the source in 
question, the purpose of use is beneficial, there will be no impairment of existing rights, and there will 
be no detriment to the public interest. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Based on the above investigation and conclusions, I recommend that this request for a water right be 
approved in the amounts and within the limitations listed below and subject to the provisions listed 
above. 
 
Purpose of Use and Authorized Quantities 

The amount of water recommended is a maximum limit and the water user may only use that amount of 
water within the specified limit that is reasonable and beneficial: 
 

• *48 gpm     (*36 gpm is additive and 12 gpm is non-additive) 
• **14 ac-ft/yr     (**0 ac-ft/yr is additive and 14 ac-ft/yr is non-additive) 
• Year-round multiple domestic supply 

 
Points of Withdrawal 
 
Well 1: NW¼ SE¼, Section 26, Township 35 North, Range 3 West, W.M. 
Well 2: NE¼ SW¼, Section 26, Township 35 North, Range 3 West, W.M. 
 
Place of Use 
See Attachment 2 for legal description 
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Ria Berns, Report Writer Date 
 
If you need this publication in an alternate format, please call Water Resources Program at (360) 407-6600. Persons 
with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341. 
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Attachment 1: Place of Use Map 
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Attachment 2: Place of Use Legal Description  
 
Those portions of Section 26, Township 35 North, Range 3 West, W.M., described as follows: 
 
Tract A: 
All of the plat of San Juan Fairways No. 3, as recorded in Volume 3 of Plats, pages 19 and 19A, records 
of San Juan County, Washington.  
 
Also known as San Juan County parcels 352652007000, 352652015000, 352652019000, 
352652013000, 352652020000, 352652016000, 352652017000, 352652018000, 352652004000, 
352652024000, 352652023000, 352652010000, 352652011000, 352652002000, 352652022000, 
352652021000, 352652009000, 352652014000, 352652005000, 352652008000, 352652025000, 
352652003000, 352652006000, 352652001000, 352652012000, and 352652026000.  
 
Tract B:  
The West 5.01 Acres of the following described tract: Those portions of the Northeast quarter of the 
Southwest quarter and of the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 26, Township 35 
North, Range 3 West, W.M., lying South of the platted road known as "Fairway Drive" as shown on the 
plat of SAN JUAN FAIRWAYS No. 3, as recorded in Volume 3 of Plats, pages 19 and 19A, records of 
San Juan County, Washington, East of the Cattle Point Road and West of a line described as beginning 
at a point on the South line of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter North 88°30’40” West 
876.0 feet, more or less, to a point on the South margin of said Fairway Drive; situate in San Juan 
County, Washington. 
 
Also known as San Juan County parcel 352631007000. 
 
Tract C: 
Those portions of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter and of the Northwest quarter of the 
Southeast quarter in Section 26, Township 35 North, Range 3 West, W.M., in San Juan County, 
Washington, lying South of the platted road known as "Fairway Drive" as shown on the plat of SAN JUAN 
FAIRWAYS NO. 3, as recorded in Volume 3 of Plats, pages 19 and 19A, records of San Juan County, 
Washington, East of the Cattle Point County Road and West of a line described as beginning at a point 
on the South line of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter North 88°30’40" West 876 feet of the 
Southeast corner of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter, said line running thence North 
804.28 feet, more or less, to a point on the South margin of said Fairway Drive;  
except the West 5.01 acres thereof.  
 
Also known as San Juan County parcel 352631002000. 
 
Tract D: 
Commencing at the Southeast Corner of Lot 23 of said Plat of San Juan Fairways; thence South 
70°30'40" West 85.0 feet; thence South 19°20'20" East 181.0 feet; thence North 70°39'40" East 100 feet; 
thence South 71°43’11” West 65.794 feet and the true point of beginning; thence South 0°36’8” West 
603.339 feet; thence North 87°54’32” West 325.179 feet; thence North 0°36’54” East 805.214 feet; thence 
South 57-57-42 E 20.634 feet; thence South 51-15-10 East 20.14 feet; thence North 0°36’54” East 20.14 
feet; thence S 43°47’37” East 69.787 feet; thence South 47°30’39” East 15.982 feet; thence South 
54°56'34" East 14.621 feet; thence South 61°47'32" East 17.333 feet; thence South 69°48'21" East 
15.982 feet; thence South 18°16'50" East 142.669 feet; thence North 71°43'11" East 134.309 feet to the 
true point of beginning. 
 
Also known as San Juan County parcel 352642003000. 
 
Tract E: 
Commencing at the Southeast Corner of Lot 23 of said Plat of San Juan Fairways; thence South 
70°30'40" West 85.0 feet; thence South 19°20'20" East 181.0 feet; thence North 70°39'40" East 100 feet 
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to the true point of beginning; thence from said true point of beginning South 70°39'40" West 200.0 feet; 
thence North 19°20'20" West 150 feet more or less, to a point on the South Margin of said Fairway Drive; 
thence South 77°0’42” East 15.012 feet; thence South 83°59’2" East 15.012 feet; thence South 89°1’42” 
East 15.012 feet; thence North 82°2’57” East 15.012 feet; thence North 75°4’5” East 15.012 feet, thence 
North 71°34’40” East 9.406 feet; thence South 18°25’17” East 40.02 feet; thence North 71°34’45” East 
40.012 feet; thence North 18°25’16” West 40.02 feet; thence North 71°54’34” East 72.598 feet; thence 
North 81°4’34” East 7.578 feet, thence South 18°16’50” East 119.315 feet to the true point of beginning.  
 
Also known as San Juan County parcel 352642001000. 
 
Tract F: 
Those portions of Government lots 3 and 4, and of the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter, all in 
Section 26, Township 35 North, Range 3 West, W.M., Described as follows: 
Lot 2 as shown on that certain record of Survey recorded in book 8 of surveys, page 80, of said county; 
Except the following described parcel: 
Beginning at the Northeast corner of said Lot 2 and a one-inch diameter iron pipe with cap marked "K & 
S, LS 15038" thence South 40°47'2" East, 577.85 feet to a one-inch diameter iron pipe with a cap marked 
"K & S, L S 15038"; thence South 40°47'02" East, 37.17 feet, more or less, to the line of ordinary high 
tide; thence along the line of ordinary high tide South 83°54'01" West, 128.77 feet, more or less, to a 
point; thence along the line of ordinary high tide; thence along the line of ordinary high tide South 
81°34'44" West 67.34 feet, more or less, to a point; thence along the line of ordinary high tide North 
87°45'33" West 50.93 feet, more or less, to the Southwest corner of the within described parcel; thence 
North 40°47'02" West, 50 feet to a 5/8-inch diameter rebar set in concrete with a cap marked "KSM, LS 
29535"; thence North 40°47'02" West 595.57 feet to a 5/8-inch diameter rebar with a cap marked "KSM, 
LS 29535"; and the Northwest corner of the within described parcel; thence South 89°39'31" East 265.51 
feet to the point of beginning. 
 
Also a Portion of the Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 26, Township 35 North, 
Range 3 West, W.M., lying South of the platted road known as "Fairway Drive" as shown on the plat of 
SAN JUAN FAIRWAYS NO. 3 as recorded in Volume 3 of Plats, Page 19 and 19A, records of San Juan 
County, Washington, and East of a line described as beginning At a point on the South line of said 
Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter, which point is North 88°30'40" West 876 feet of the 
Southeast corner of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter; and which point is the Southeast 
corner of that certain parcel described in instrument recorded under Auditor's file no. 75859, records of 
said county; thence, along the East line of said certain parcel, North 804.28 feet, more or less, to a point 
on the South margin of said Fairway Drive 
AND, 
Except that portion of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter as described in instrument 
recorded under Auditor's File No. 65729, records of said county, which parcel is more particularly 
described as beginning at a point on the East boundary of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast 
quarter which point is South 982.82 feet of the Northeast corner of said Northwest quarter of the 
Southeast quarter; thence continuing along said East boundary South 0°42'30" West 372.3 feet, more or 
less, to the Southeast corner of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter; thence westerly along 
the South boundary of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter 300 feet; thence Northeasterly to 
the point of beginning and  
Except that portion of said Northwest quarter of the Southeast quarter described as follows: 
Commencing at the Southeast corner of Lot 23 of said Plat of San Juan Fairways; thence South 
70°30'40" West 85.0 feet; thence South 19°20'20" East 181.0 feet; thence North 70°39'40" East 100 feet 
to the true point of beginning; thence from said true point of beginning South 70°39'40" West 200.0 feet; 
thence North 19°20'20" West 150 more or less, to a point on the South margin of said Fairway Drive; 
thence Northeasterly along said margin to a point which bears North 19°20'20" East 120 feet, more or 
less, to the true point of beginning; 
Also except the West 5 acres thereof, the East boundary of said parcel is to be parallel with and so far 
Easterly of the West boundary as to provide five acres of land. 
 
Also known as San Juan County parcel 352642002000. 
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Attachment 3: Impairment Map 
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