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OKANOGAN HIGHLANDS ALLIANCE 10/21/2013 
 
OHA1  The 2007 NPDES Permit did not contain a map of the Capture Zone.  Ecol-
ogy enforcement action taken in 2009 required a map of the capture zone to be 
included with each DMR.  Regarding scientific justification, Crown submitted a 
map that was based on most recent model.  Ecology made a technical decision by 
including MW-16 and D-6 inside the capture zone. The proposed area of the map is 
smaller than the original 2006 FSEIS map, therefore it is not backsliding. 
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OHA2  Ecology's policy position is that the interim limits will be in place until 
December 31, 2014.  Final Limits will be effective from January 1, 2015 until the 
duration of the permit. 
 
OHA3  Ecology is requiring a revision of the AMP in 2014 and that revision would 
address this issue.  
 
OHA4  Ecology requires a mine closure hydraulic reclamation plan under S21 of 
2014 NPDES Permit.   The Permittee must notify Ecology in writing of the intent 
to close the mine a minimum of 90 days prior to the mine closure date.  Ecology 
will call for a scoping meeting for the Buckhorn Mine Rehabilitation Plan within 
30 days of the notification.  
 
OHA5   Permittee is prohibited from any mine activity inside or outside the Cap-
ture Zone that has the potential to adversely impact the monitoring function of 
points of compliance in Tables 12, 13, 14 & 15 without pre-approval, in writing, by 
Ecology, Central Region Office Water Quality section. 
 
OHA6  The 2014 NPDES Permit requires revision of the AMP in 2014.   
 
OHA7  Ecology agrees with this comment. 
 
OHA8  One of the purposes of the AMP is managing the source of contaminants 
including waste rock and ore stockpiles (AMP Appendix C).  The 2014 NPDES 
Permit requires revision of the AMP in 2014.   

OHA2   

OHA3  
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OHA9  Ecology agrees with this position and has included it in the 2014 NPDES 
Permit. 
 
OHA10  Ecology agrees with this position and has included it in the 2014 NPDES 
Permit. 
 
OHA11  Ecology agrees with this position and has included it in the 2014 NPDES 
Permit. 
 
OHA12  Thank you for your comment.  Part of the NLF3 Fault will be located 
inside the 2014 Capture Zone. 

OHA9   
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OHA11  
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OHA13  The 2007 NPDES Permit did not contain a map of the Capture Zone.  
Ecology enforcement action taken in 2009 required a map of the capture zone to be 
included with each DMR.  Ecology made a technical decision by including MW-16 
and D-6 inside the capture zone. The proposed area of the map is approximately 
100 acres smaller than the original 2006 FSEIS map. 
 
OHA14  Based on the delineated capture zone in 1996 FSEIS, Ecology should not 
have approved  D-6 in the Capture Zone.  
 
OHA15  Based on the pumping capacity of the dewatering well D-6, the water is 
being treated and in many cases the levels of contamination are above background 
groundwater levels, therefore Ecology made a technical decision to retain D-6 and 
MW-16 inside the Capture Zone. 
 
OHA16  A capture zone map was not defined or included in the 2007 NPDES per-
mit.  The 2014 areal footprint has been  reduced approximately 100 acres from the 
2007 footprint.   
 
OHA17  It was a technical decision by Ecology that dewatering wells should be 
inside the capture zone.  MW-16 and D-6 were included inside the capture zone D-
6 to capture pollutants in groundwater.  The Permittee must capture and treat mine 
generated contaminated groundwater and industrial stormwater inside the Capture 
Zone perimeter so that surface and groundwater outside the Capture Zone does not 
exceed limits set in S1.A Table 4, Table 5, Table 6 and Table 7.  
 
OHA18  Due to property (state and federal) ownership surrounding the mine, in-
stallation of additional monitoring wells on 3rd party lands could not be completed 
in the 2014 NPDES permit timeframe. Ecology will pursue a plan of action with 
the USFS. 
 
OHA19  The footprint of the 2014 Capture Zone is approximately 100 acres 
smaller than the 2007 footprint, more importantly, this 2014 NPDES Permit has 
established a defined Capture Zone Map footprint. 

OHA13  
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OHA20  The 2007 NPDES Permit did not contain a map of the Capture Zone.  
Ecology enforcement action taken in 2009 required a map of the capture zone to be 
included with each DMR.  Regarding scientific justification, Crown submitted a 
map that was based on most recent (2012 annual meeting) model.  Ecology made a 
technical decision by including MW-16 and D-6 inside the capture zone. The pro-
posed area of the map is smaller than the original 2006 FSEIS map. 
 
OHA21  Crown provided funding for the Gold Axe Camp (#1159) NRCS weather 
station installation but does not operate the weather station.  It is operated by 
NRCS.  
 
OHA22  The emergency conditions for the use of Outfall 012 are clearly delineated 
by the US Forest Service and require written concurrence from them. 
 
OHA22A   The emergency conditions for the use of Outfall 012 are clearly deline-
ated by the US Forest Service and require written concurrence from them. 
 
OHA22B  Emergency conditions are defined based on the groundwater elevation 
(4875 feet above sea level) and/or exceedances of signature parameters outside the 
Capture Zone, US Forest Service letter dated September 16, 2013 and  February 
10, 2014. 
 
OHA23  A two tier approach agreed upon by the permittee and Ecology has been 
established combining groundwater and spring background values into a single 
table with surface water background values set in a separate table.  Data from the 
EIS and FSEIS was used to establish background levels. 
 
OHA24  The 2014 NPDES Permit requires monitoring at the MWTP as effluent 
leaves the plant, not at the holding tank at Outfall 005.  

OHA20  

OHA21 

 
 
OHA22 
 
 
OHA22A 
  
 
OHA22B 

OHA23  

OHA24 



COMMENTS TO NPDES PERMIT 
[Crown Resources Corp., Buckhorn Mountain Mine Project, WA-005243-4] 

 
RESPONSES 

Page 6 

 OKANOGAN HIGHLANDS ALLIANCE 10/21/2013 
Continued... 
 
OHA25  The brine management plan will address this issue. Brine volume will be 
reported monthly in the DMR. 
 
OHA26  OHA, Ecology and Crown agreed to retain the amended definition of 
PAG on October 11, 2013 meeting in Wenatchee. 
 
OHA27  Ecology has clarified the flow limits for Outfall 002.   
 
OHA28  Spring freshet has been defined as beginning on March 15 depending on 
snow pack water  release.   

OHA25  
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OHA28  



COMMENTS TO NPDES PERMIT 
[Crown Resources Corp., Buckhorn Mountain Mine Project, WA-005243-4] 

 
RESPONSES 

Page 7 

  OKANOGAN HIGHLANDS ALLIANCE 10/21/2013 
Continued... 
 
OHA29  Thank you for your assistance in the permit development process. A copy 
of this presentation is available upon request from Ecology. 


