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The Snohomish County Partnership for Secure Medicine Disposal, an innovative multi-agency program, 
would like to provide your office with the following information regarding disposal of unwanted medicines.

Households
Our program currently provides 27 secure law enforcement-based sites for residents to dispose of all 
unwanted medicines, including controlled substance prescriptions. Additionally, 13 pharmacy-based 
locations accept unwanted medications, but cannot accept controlled substances. 

Brochures to help educate your patients about safe medicine disposal are enclosed for you to distribute. 
Program details are available at www.snoco.org, search “pharmaceuticals,” or by calling 425-388-3199. 
For locations outside Snohomish County, visit www.takebackyourmeds.org.

Businesses
Due to federal and state regulations, our law enforcement and pharmacy-based locations cannot accept 
business-generated pharmaceutical waste. Most waste pharmaceuticals designate as either federal 
hazardous waste or Washington state-only dangerous waste. It’s important for your office or clinic 
to know how to properly manage and dispose of your unwanted pharmaceuticals.

To better manage your office’s pharmaceuticals:
n Use up all materials. 
n Don’t accept samples unless you can use them  

or return them to the supplier.
n Don’t dispose of pharmaceuticals in a sharps bin,  

biomedical waste “red bag,” garbage, sewer or  
septic system.

n Use a “reverse distributor.” This may be the  
best option for your unwanted pharmaceuticals.  
Refer to the back side of this letter for more  
information on reverse distributors.

n Visit the Washington State Department of  
Ecology website for regulatory information  
(www.ecy.wa.gov, search “pharmaceutical”).

If you would like further technical assistance regarding proper disposal of your business-generated wastes, 
or more program brochures for your patients, please contact Jonelle Fenton-Wallace at jfw@snoco.org, 
360-657-1318.



Pharmaceutical Disposal Options for Businesses

Options Available
Pharmaceuticals contain thousands of different 
chemicals and many designate as dangerous waste 
under Washington state regulations. 

As a member of the health care industry, you are 
required to properly manage and dispose of your 
unwanted pharmaceuticals. Disposing of medicines 
in a biomedical waste “red bag,” in the garbage, or 
down the drain may be harmful to our waterways 
and aquatic life.

While several options exist for disposing of your un-
wanted pharmaceuticals, the least time-consuming 
may be to use a reverse distributor. Contact a vendor 
that serves Snohomish County and:
n describe what you have and ask if they can  

take your unwanted pharmaceuticals, and 
n ask if they can handle small quantities via  

mailback or one-time pickup service.

If you have waste pharmaceuticals they do not 
accept, contact a hazardous waste vendor. 

For more information or additional options, contact 
Jonelle Fenton-Wallace at 360-657-1318.

Information on this page is reprinted with permission of the Local Hazardous Waste Management Program in King County (rev. March, 2012).  
Interpreter and translation services are available upon request, 360-657-1318 (TTY:711). Printed on recycled & recyclable paper, June 2013.

Reverse Distributors  
serving Snohomish County
Reverse distributors are specialized vendors 
that have the permitting and expertise to 
manage many unwanted pharmaceuticals, 
including controlled substances. When you 
send your unwanted pharmaceuticals to these 
companies, they are either returned to drug 
manufacturers or properly destroyed.
n EXP 

1-800-350-0397 x 247 
www.expworld.com

n Guaranteed Returns 
1-800-473-2138 
www.guaranteedreturns.com

n Inmar CLS MedTurn 
1-800-765-1277 
www.cls.inmar.com

n PSI 
206-749-0739 
www.psireturns.com

Hazardous Waste Vendor  
serving Snohomish County
If you have waste pharmaceuticals that are 
not accepted by reverse distributors, the 
following permitted hazardous waste disposal 
company can provide transportation and 
disposal services. These vendors accept 
waste chemicals in addition to unwanted 
pharmaceuticals. Some hazardous waste 
vendors are also reverse distributors, 
enabling them to properly dispose of 
controlled substance pharmaceutical waste. 
n Clean Harbors    

425-429-9100    
www.cleanharbors.com


