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“GrassCycling at home saves time, 
saves water, requires less fertilizer, 
requires less mowing, and keeps 
my lawn healthy and green. Plus, 
it’s better for the environment. It’s 
a win-win!”

-Marianne Binetti,
Columnist and Horticulture Expert

GRASSCYCLING

An easy way to make a difference.

Why GrassCycle?
•	 Grass clippings can provide 1/4 

to 1/2 of a lawn’s fertilizer needs.
•	 Avoid having to empty that 

awkward bag.
•	 Reduce peak season demand 

for organics collection, which 
helps keep utility rates down.

p  Grass clippings triple the amount of organics collected
during the peak growing season.
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GrassCycling is a natural way 
of recycling grass and returning 
water and nutrients to the soil. 

Mulch mowing is the most 
common GrassCycling practice 
and the least amount of extra 
work, but it’s not the only option.

You can also use grass clippings 
as mulch in other areas, or add 
them to your compost and soil.

Mulch Mowing FAQs
Will mulch mowing leave clumps of grass?

No. Grass will not clump as long as you 
don’t mow when it’s too high or too wet.

Does mulch mowing cause thatch buildup?

No. Thatch is made up of roots and stems 
and is caused by unhealthy lawn conditions 
and practices, not mulch mowing. 

Does mulch mowing spread lawn disease?

No. There are many causes of lawn disease; 
mulch mowing is not one of them.

Watering Tips
•	 Water deeply and less frequently - about 

an inch per week. 

•	 Water early in the morning to reduce 
evaporation. 

Fertilizing Tips
•	 Choose only organic fertilizers and don’t 

over fertilize. 

•	 Mulch mowing can provide 1/4 to 1/2 of a 
lawn’s fertilizer needs.

Mulch Mowing Tips
•	 Keep mower blades sharp.

•	 Mow frequently and not when too wet.

•	 Cut no more than 1 inch at a time.

•	 Mow in different directions each time.

•	 Mow grass high - healthiest at 2 to 3 inches.

Do I need a special mower?
Mulching mowers are 
designed to cut grass 
differently than a 
bagger or side 
discharge type. 
They have special 
blades and deck 
designs that finely 
chop the grass 
clippings before 
falling back into the 
lawn.

There are mulching blades that can be added 
to a regular mower; however, they are not as 
effective at mulching the grass into fine pieces. 

Notes
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