
Event Recycling
A recycling program must be provided at every 
official gathering and at every sports facility 
in communities where recycling services are 
available to businesses.

It’s the LAW!
Effective 2007, Washington 
State law requires vendors 
and organizers for festivals, 
sports facilities and official 
gatherings to provide and 
fund recycling services for 
their events. 
[See RCW 70.93.093 on 
back of this fact sheet]

When is recycling required?
Events where authorization to hold the event is 
approved, recognized, or issued by a government, 
public body, or authority, including but not limited 
to fairs, musical concerts, athletic games, festivals, 
tournaments, or any other formal or ceremonial 
event, during which beverages are sold by a vendor 
or vendors in single-use aluminum cans, glass 
bottles or plastic bottles.

Why is event recycling important to   
an event coordinator?
As more people recycle in their homes, they want 
to see recycling opportunities when they are 
away from home. Setting up a recycling program 
promotes good public relations between you and 
event visitors, and contributes to Washington 
State waste reduction goals. Visit www.ecy.wa.gov/
programs/swfa/eventrecycling/howto.html for 
more information.

Kitsap County Public Works
Solid Waste Division
(360) 337-5777, www.kitsapgov.com/sw

Recycling at events is a 
team effort.

What needs to be recycled?
	Aluminum cans, glass bottles, 

and plastic bottles.

Why is recycling important?
	Recycling saves money on 

landfill costs and cuts down on 
energy use and greenhouse 
gas emissions during the 
manufacturing process.

How do I set up an event 
recycling program?   
	Contact a local commercial 

recycling service provider to  
rent containers and arrange  
for service. 

Bainbridge Island Disposal
206-842-4882 
www.bidisposal.com 

New Day Recycling
360-769-6200
www.newdayrecycling.com   

Recycle Earth 
1-888-876-1502 
www.recycleearth.net 

Waste Management
1-800-592-9995
www.wmnorthwest.com

For more information, see 
www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/0807016.pdf

See reverse for more 
details



RCW 70.93.093

Official gatherings and sports facilities — Recycling.
In communities where there is an established curbside service and where recycling service is available to 
businesses, a recycling program must be provided at every official gathering and at every sports facility by 
the vendors who sell beverages in single-use aluminum, glass, or plastic bottles or cans. A recycling program 
includes provision of receptacles or reverse vending machines, and provisions to transport and recycle the col-
lected materials. Facility managers or event coordinators may choose to work with vendors to coordinate the 
recycling program. The recycling receptacles or reverse vending machines must be clearly marked, and must 
be provided for the aluminum, glass, or plastic bottles or cans that contain the beverages sold by the vendor.

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/defau lt.aspx?cite=70.93.093

Definitions (selected): RCW 70.93.030

(9)  “Official gathering” means an event where authorization to hold the event is approved,
recognized, or issued by a government, public body, or authority, including but not limited to fairs, musical 
concerts, athletic games, festivals, tournaments, or any other formal or ceremonial event, during which bev-
erages are sold by a vendor or vendors in single-use aluminum, glass, or plastic bottles or cans.

(12) “Public place” means any area that is used or held out for use by the public whether owned or oper-
ated by public or private interests.

(13) “Recycling” means transforming or remanufacturing waste materials into a finished product for use 
other than landfill disposal or incineration.

(15) “Sports facility” means an outdoor recreational sports facility, including but not limited to athletic 
fields and ballparks, at which beverages are sold by a vendor or vendors in single-use
aluminum, glass, or plastic bottles or cans.

Summary

A recycling program must be provided at every official gathering and at every sports facility in com-
munities where there is an established curbside service available to businesses.

Required elements of the recycling program:

1. Clearly marked recycling receptacles at public events (official gatherings and sports facilities).

2. Recycling collection of single-use aluminum cans, glass and plastic bottles.

3. Provisions to transport and recycle the collected materials.

4. Beverage vendors are responsible for providing and funding the recycling program.


