
 

TRY for YOURSELF: Compare COMET vs. BAKING SODA 
 
I.  Purpose: To compare the effectiveness of a moderately hazardous cleanser (Comet 
with bleach) with a less-toxic product (baking soda) in cleaning crayon off of plastic. 
 
II.  Hypothesis:  Which cleanser do you think will work better?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
III.  Experiment Design: 

1. Choose one person to be the record-keeper and one to be the scrubber. 
2. Turn two Bingo cards over to the side that has not been marked. 
3. With the crayon, draw a similar squiggle mark or symbol on each Bingo card.  Make 

it large enough to see easily but small enough to cover with your hand. 
4.  Instructor will sprinkle Comet on one and baking soda on the other. 
5. With the green side of a damp scrubbing sponge, one student scrubs the card 

with Comet, while another student counts how many back and forth motions are 
needed to clean the card.  Record results below. 

6. Using a different damp, green scrub sponge, the same student who scrubbed with 
Comet scrubs the card with baking soda.  Record results below.   

 
IV.  Results: 

 
Number of strokes to clean with Comet:  ______ 
 
Number of strokes to clean with baking soda: ______ 
 

 
V.  Conclusion:  Which cleanser worked better, or did they work the same? 
 

 
 
 


