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Wi STATE WATER

Department

orrEoosy PROGRAM

Members of the Legislature:

The intent of this report is to give the Legislature an overview of the program
with specific reference to the accomplishments made during the past year.

Much of the program outlined in this report represents an innovative approach
in the area of water resource planning. It was for this reason that in Sep-
tember of 1972, four nationally renowned experts in this field were brought
together to review the program concept and offer constructive criticism.

While several excellent suggestions were made, I feel it is extremely gratify-
ing, and indicative of the quality of the water resources staff, that the feel-
ings of this panel were summed up with the statement: ".... considering every-
thing this program represents a remarkable job."

While this endeavor is very complex and contains many potential pitfails, the
Department is quite confident that we are well on our way towards a workable
water management program which I feel will be capable of providing for the
public interest, as well as meeting the intent of the Legislature.

This report is the second to the Legislature on the progress of the State

Water Program submitted in accordance with Section 7 (2) of the Water Re-

sources Act of 1971 (Chapter 225, 1st Ex. Session 1971). The first report
was a special report to the 1972 extraordinary session.

Your comments and suggestions are
sincerely solicited.

%/Qggggtment of Ecology

A" To insure that the waters of

7
: I the ‘state are utilized for the best
T = / ,/;7/ interests of the people,.. .

. n A. Biggs Section 4 {I)
Director Water Resources Act of 197
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SUMMARY

AUTHORITY.The Water Resources Act of 1971, RCW
90.54, directs the Department of Ecology:

_as a matter of high priority to insure that the
waters of the state are utilized for the best interests
of the people, to develop and implement .. a com-
prehensive state water resources program which will
provide a process for making decisions on future
water alfocation and use

PROGRAM GOAL AND OBJECTIVES. The goal of the
State Water Program is to develop and implement a pro-
gram to facilitate the decision-making process with
regard to water and related resource management, alloca-
tion, and use to ensure that the waters of the state are
protected and utilized for the greatest benefit of the
people of the state,

The objective of the program is to determine: a} existing
and foreseeable future water resource management prob-
lems and needs; b) alternative courses of action to solve
problems and meet needs; and c) the impacts of alterna-
tives.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS. While many significant accom-
plishments have occurred in the program over the past
year (see pages 4 through 14}, two are worthy of pat-
ticular note. They are:

1 The public involvement program is under way and
will enable the state, for the first time in water
resotrces planning, to obtain and use the views of
the public in the making of decisions.

2 ‘Washington is becoming recognized as a regional
and national leader in the water resources planning
field, through progress in concept design, flow
methodologies, and a state information system,

PROBLEMS. While obviously there are the short-range
problems that occur in any major program, there appear
to be four problem areas that could jeopardize the state
water program.

1 A concern is the effective use of available staff and
finances. Because of manpower ceilings placed on
state agencies, it will- be difficult to utilize the
resources and expertises available in other state
agencies.

2 A common denominator to effective resource
planning (water resources, air, solid waste, shore-
lines, flood control) is land-use ptanning There is a
need for a mechanism to effectively 1nterrelate
fand-water policies and programs at the state level
to bridge federal, state, and local efforts. '

3. The potential exists for continuing federal domina-
tion and control, ie., the possible unwillingness of
federal agencies to allow the state to assume its
leadership role,

4. The possibitity that the state, because of maore visi-
ble concerns, will permit the water resources pro-
gram to become something iess than high priority



BACKGROUND

The Washington water résources planning program is
essentially controlled by the following factors:

1 Available finances

2. Personnel

3 Schedules

4. Previous legislation

5 Water Resources Act of 1971

6. Existing institutional structures

7 Previous planning efforts

8 Planning climate
Each of these factors plays a significant role in deter-
mining how far and in which direction the water
resources planning effort can travel This section briefly
describes these factors. This is designed io set the stage
for a brief discussion of the major action elements of the
program, including definitions, purposes, accomplish-
ments, and problems.
AVAILABLE FINANCES. Three basic fund sources are
available to carry out the water resources planning pro-
gram. These are:

1. State General Fund

2 State Reclamation Revolving Fund

3. Federal Title Il Funds {administered by the U S
Water Resources Council}

State Water Program Funds

Federal State
FYy 1972 $71,000 $485,600
FYy 1973 $71,000 $472,500

These figures include:
$75,000 per year for Water Research Center
$30,000 per year for Pacific Northwest River
Basins Commission
$10,500 per year for Western U § Water Council

PERSONNEL. The Core Staff for the program consists
of 11 people. The various disciplines represented on the
Core Staff are:

Water Resource Planning
Sanitary Engineering
Hydraulic Engineering

Regional Planning
Resource Economics
Aquatic Biology

Forest Science
Civil Engineering

Recreation Rasource
Planning

fn addition to the Core Staff there are, within the pro-
gram, & program manager, state study team leader,
tibrarian, and a clerk typist

Additionally, there are several other programs directly or
indirectly related to the State Water Program with por-
tions of their work contributing to the program. These
include shoreline management, water rights, water moni-
toring, flood control, and sewage drainage basin
planning.

SCHEDULES. There are numerous critical dates for this
program Major ones are:

Comprehensive loint Plan for
the Pacific Northwest, due

Western U S. Water Plan, due

Moratorium Expires™

.. March 1, 1975
. June 30, 1977
. September 30, 1978

*A ten-year federal moratorium on reconnaissance studies for
importation of water to the Colorado River Basin, Title il,
Public Law 90-537. Colorado River Basins Project Act

PREVIOUS LEGISLATION, Legislation prior to 1971
controls the management of our water resources to a
great extent. The major concepts that must be con-

sidered are;

1. The Appropriative Doctrine {i.e., first in time is
first in right in regard to the appropriation of
water). Thisdoctrine isapplied through the Surface
Water Code of 1917 and the Ground Water Code of
1945,

2. The Reservation Doctrine by nonstate parties. This
doctrine relates to the withholding of certain
rights of title to lands and waters by the Federal
Government at the time of statehood.

A Water Law Revision Advisory Committee has been
working in the area of legislation. It will make recom-
mendations for action to this session of the Legislature,

WATER RESOURCES ACT OF 1971, This Act sets
forth the basic pelicies and priorities this planning pro-
gram must address. These are:

1. To set forth fundamentals of water resource policy
to ensure that the waters are protected and fully
utilized for the greatest benefit ioc the people.

2 To provide direction to the Department of
Ecology, and other state agencies and officials, in
carrying out water and related resource programs.



INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE. Currently, 13 state
agencies, 21 federal agencies, as well as various tribal
councils, cities, counties, and special districts have vari-
ous programs related to water resources. The authorities
and responsibilities of these entities are complex and, in
some cases, unclear.

PREVIOUS PLANNING EFFORTS. To date most of
the planning efforts and studies in water resources have
been carried out by federal agencies, or at best under
federal leadership, such as the Columbia-North Pacific
Region Comprehensive Framework Study.

A joint federal-state effort, in which the state shared the
general chairmanship as well as about one-half of the
committee chairmanships, was the Puget Sound and
Adjacent Waters Study. Later, attempts were made at
designing a program to place the state in the leadership
role. These were carried out by the Washington Water
Research Center (WRC) in September 1970 and by the
Development and Resources Corporation (D&RC) in
lanuary 1971, Both D&RC’s “Washington State Water

Plan—Study Design” and the WRC's “A Water Planning
Concept for the State of Washington” were done under
contract to the Department of Ecology.

PLANNING CLIMATE. While it is difficult to say what
the existing planning climate is at any one time, it
appears that the following generalizations relative to
water resources planning are currentty valid

1. The public is demanding a larger role in the mak-
ing of decisions.

2. The public fears excessive federal and state domi-
nation.

3. There is a public and agency desire to streamline
and rationalize decision-making.

4. Factors considered to be relevant in decision-
making and planning have broadened considerably
in the past few years; these include social Tactors
and environmental concerns



ACTION ELEMENTS

Traditionally in Washington and other states, the
approach to water resource planning has involved studies
for various- geographic areas. These have ranged from
general statewide or multistate studies to specific single-
purpose or limited multiple-purpose programs and rec-
ommended projects {such as dams and stream channel
improvements) at a basin or sub-basin level.

The Water Resources Act of 1971 directs the Depart-
ment of Ecology, as a matter of high priority, to develop
and implement a comprehensive state water resources
program to provide a process for making decisions on
future water resource allocation and use. This direction
forms the conceptual basis for Washington's State Water
Resources Program.

Action elements designed to contribute toward attaining
the program objective are:

1. Public Involvement—Implementation of a public
involvement process to represent the interests and
desires of the people of the state in water resource
planning and management.

2. Coordination—Coordination of federal-state-local
water resource planning and management
activities.

3. Information System--Establishment and imple-
mentation of a water resources information stor-
age and retrieval system,

4 Plan Formulation—Development of alternative
plans and programs

5. Evaluation System—Development of a system for
the determination, display, and evaluation of the
environmental, social, and economic impacts of
proposed programs, plans, and projects for the
allocation and use of water resources.

6. Guidelines and Regulations—Development of pro-
cedures to implement program objectives in the
form of regulations and guidelinas, :

To reach the goal of the water resources planning pro-
gram, it has been necessary not only to identify these
major action elements but also to define interrelations
among the elements. The process description (see page
15) indicates these interrelationships.

Figure 1 is a flow chart depicting some of the major
action elements. A description of program accomplish-
ments by element follows.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Definition. The process of communication between Washington citizens and the
State Water Program (SWP)

Purpose. To assure the public a role in decisions that pertain to their destiny.

Accomplishments

1

The SWP has established a citizens’ statewide Water Resources Ad Hoc Com-
mittee, which provides ongoing review and guidance to the program.

. An agreement with the Washington State University Cooperative Extension

Service was executed in early fall 1972 to establish an ongoing SWP public
involvernent program.

. A two-day orientation meeting was held in Yakima on October 18 and 19,

1972, with extension service personnel, including county agents, to inform
them about the SWP and their part in it.

. A citizen water resources committee has been formed in the Yakima Basin

following a two-day seminar held in Yakima in December 1872

. Similar committees are being established in the Okanogan, Methow, Big Bend,

and Spokane basins and in southwest Washington (see Figure 2},

. An ongoing public information program is in progress. The first issue of a

public information series was printed in October 1972 with a distribution of
20,000 copies The second issue will be distributed by February 1973,

. Other public information publications are in the development stage.

Problems. There appear to be no major problems in this area at this time

ACTION ELEMENT

The department shall . . . ac-
tively encourage participation
by all persons and private
groups and entities . . (RCW
90.54.060/
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COORDINATION

Definition. The process of communication and interaction between all agencies
directly involved with water resources of Washington,

Purpose. To coliect and exchange relevant information and provide mutual under-
standing of related programs

Accomplishments

1.

10,

11

Federal, state, and local governmental agencies having interest or responsi-
bilities in water resources have been invited and encouraged to actively par-
ticipate in the State Water Program (SWP}.

. Federal grants have been applied for and received to assist in developing the

SWP, including grants from the Water Resources Council and Corps of Engi-
neers,

. Grants have been provided by the SWP to seven state agencies for southwest

Washington studies in addition to the Departments of Social and Health
Services and Game for assistance in developing the SWP. Other state agency

grants are being negotiated.

. Indian tribes are participating in the SWP, including at the present time the

Colville, Spokane, and Yakima Tribes.

. Local special districts, cities, and counties are participating in basin studies

currently under way .

. A joint state-federal study team has been formulated and is actively working

on identifying hasin problems.

. The SWP develops recommendations on the official state position on water

resources plans, programs, and proposals,

. The SWP is providing leadership to comprehensive federal-state water

resource studies in the state by chairing the study team for the Compre-
hensive Joint Plan {CIP} for the Pacific Northwest and the Western United
States Water Plan (Westwide) {see Figure 3}.

. The state represents its interests regionally by membership on and partici-

pation with the Pacific Northwest River Basins Commission {PNRBC}.

On an even broader scale, the interests of the state are represented by partici-
pation on the Western State’s Water Council.

All federal project plans and programs are reviewed for compliance with state
water policy, with appropriate action taken to preserve the integrity of that

policy.

Problems

1.

Manpower ceilings in various state agencies are hindering timely program
development and implementation.

. Some federal agencies are not presently actively participating.

. There is a problem of obtaining information and reports from some federal

agencies

There may still remain an unwillingness by some federal agencies to allow the
state to assume the leadership role in water resource program planning.

8

ACTION ELEMENT

The department shall ... in-
vite and encourage participa-
tion by afl agencies of federal,
state and local govern-
ment . fRCW 90.54.060)



SdIHSNOILY134 O9NINNVd :¢ 2inbi4

TaUL Go6l- 10y butuubig sa21nosay Jajom
TMONNCD S30HNOS3Y HILVM SN
{ LNIWSSASSY TYNOILYN }
A21T0d HILYM TIYNOILYN

196} 30 10y 193104 UISDE J3A1Y OPDIOIOD
NOILYWYI23Y 40 Nv3xng
{3qIMLSIM)

NVYd H3ILYM
S3LVLS Q3LINN NHILSIM

S3ALVIS
s 1y

II 81N $36] - 10y Buluuply $80In0ssy JIIDM
{NOISSIAIWOD SNISYE HAAIY LSTIMHLHON D1diovd)

{(drd)

LSIMHLYON D1d10vd IHL HO4
NVYd LNIOr JAISNIHIHWOO

{dms)

NOLINIHSYM

SAIHSNOLLYTIY TTYNOILYN-TVYNOI9AY - 31VLS
ONINNV1d S30HN0S3H H3LvM

[26] 10 10y S20IN0SIY  IBLOM,
AD0T003 40 INIAWLHVHAd

WYH90Hd S3DHNOSIY HALVM
ALViS IAISNIAHIHIWNOD




INFORMATION SYSTEM

Definition. A vehicle for the storage and retrieval of data and information sources
relating to water resources.

Purpose. To ensure that all relevant information can be brought to bear at the time
& decision must be made.

Accomplishments

1.

The Water Resources Information System (WRI1S) has been established for
the cataloging, storage, and retrieval of all types of water and related resource
information and data. This system is currently manually operated.,

. The development of an automated system is currently under way and it is

planned that access to data systems of other agencies will be provided
through the WRIS,

. The compilation of bibliographies on water resources and related areas is now

complete.

. River basin bibliographies have been completed for the Chehalis, Okanogan-

Methow, and Yakima basins It is planned to have a first edition of statewide
basin bibliographies compteted by June 1973

. Under development is a directory of information and data sources that will

include a description of the source, a summary of the infermation, and how
to obtain it

. The directory on public and private groups interested in water resources is

being developed and will be useful in the public involvement phase of this
program,

. A contract is in force between the Department of Ecology and the State

Library to provide library services and personnel in conjunction with the
State Water Program and the WRIS.

. A similar program on Land Use Information is being studied by the State

Land Use Commission and is being coordinated with the WRIS to avoid
duplication and to make the maximum amount of information available to

the public.

Problems. Other than the problem of obtaining certain information as stated under
“coordination” there appear to be no major problems

10

ACTION ELEMENT

The department shall collect,
organize and catalog existing
information and studies . . .
{RCW 90 54 030)



PLAN FORMULATION

Definition. The identification of alternative plans and programs that are reasonably
responsive to state and local goals and objectives.

Purpose. To identify the interrelationships between local and state goals and objec-
tives and proposed alternative plans and programs.

Accomplishments. By analyzing completed and ongeing studies and by working
with knowledgeable state and federal agency personnel, the SWP has developed a
priority listing of river basin study needs. These study needs relate primarily to a
determination of existing and foreseeable uses of, and needs for, water and related
resources, and the development of alternative courses of action to solve existing and
foreseeable problems. Accomplishments by priority basins follow:

Priority |
Okanogan-Methow, Yakima, Big Bend,
Spokane Basins, the Main Stem Columbia-Snake
River, and the Pacific coastal area.

1, Agreements between state and federal agencies have been executed to provide
all necessary information relating to problems, needs, and alternative plans
far flood management, fish and wildlife, municipal and industrial water sup-
oly, water guality, recreation, environmental quality, water-related land
management, navigation, and power by early fiscal year 1974,

2. Basin discussion papers are being prepared for all of these areas.

Priority I
Southwest Washington (Chehalis, Willapa Bay, Cowlitz, Columbia

Estuary, Lewis, and North Coastal Basins}.

1. A report on the supply and quality of surface and grOL_Jnd water resources in
Southwest Washinaton has been completed (Water Résources of Southwest
Washington, June 1972}

2 The interim report covering the resource inventory and economic develop-
ment is completed (Southwestern Washington River Basins, August 1972}

3. The study on municipal, industrial, and rural water supply is completed and
the review draft of the report is in press

11

ACTION ELEMENT

The department shall develop
alternate courses of action to
solve existing and foreseeable
problems of water and related
resources s . . (RCW
80.54.030)



PLAN FORMULATION {Continued)

4, Qutdoor recreation studies have been ccmpleted.

5. Game fish and wildlife studies have been completed as weH as interim reports

fpr the Chehalis and North Coastal Basins.

Salmon resource studies have been completed and interim reporté. for the
Chehalis and North Coastal, Willapa Bay, and Columbia Estuary basins made.

. Soils, tand use, ownership, geclogy, reservoir, and population data have been

compiled into a computer program called MIADS (Machine Inventory Assem-
bly and Display System). Computer printouts have been produced for the
study and local planning needs.

Priority 1]
Pend Oreille, North Columbia,
Wenatchee-Chelan, Middle Columbia, Walla Walla,
and Palouse Basins

. A plan of study for a joint state—U.S. Department of Agriculture study is

currentiy being developed. This study _will be completed by about 1977, with
preliminary alternatives identified in 1974

Priority 1V
Puget Sound Basins.

. The Puget Sound and Adjacent Waters Study was completed in 1970. No

additional comprehensive studies in this area are programmed at this time

Problems

1.

There is a potential problem that the basin plans formulated may become
somewhat inflexible and not readily yield to changing values and conditions.

There is a potential problem that the alternative basin plans may reflect
undue federal agency pressures.

. To date, input from some state and federal agencies has not been provided.

12

ACTION ELEMENT



EVALUATION SYSTEM

Definition. A method whereby alternatives and their impacts can be anatyzed and
documented for presentation to decision-makers,

Purpose. To provide the decision-maker with an improved information base upon
which to make a decision.

Accomplishments

1. A committee of state agency, federal agency, and university representatives
has been established to review data and information available for evaluation.

2. Existing evaluation methodologies have been explored and examined in detail
by members of the State Water Program staff.

3. State goals have been examined and are currently being incorporated into the
evaluation methodology.

4 Procedures are being developed to enable the testing of program and plan
compatibility with existing state policy, regulations, and guidelines.

5. Procedures are being structured and developed to determine the distribution
of program impacts.

6. Preliminary methodotogies for plan formulation and evaluation have been
developed for the Yakima Basin and are in the process of development for the

Okanogan Basin.
7. A minimum-instream-flow study is nearing completion. This study was high-
lighted by a workshop held in November that was attended by 40 water

planning experts from five western states, The study results wil! enable the
evaluation of impacts of alternative minimum flow regulations.

Problems. There appear to be no problems in this area at this time.

13

ACTION ELEMENT

The department . .is
directed .. to develop and
implement . .. a process for
making decisions on future
water resource alfocation and
use. (RCW 90.54.040)



GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS

Definitions. The procedural mechanics necessary to implement state water policy

Purpose. To manage the water resources in the public interest.

Accomplishments

1.

Guidelines for the withdrawal of water from further appropriation have been
completed.

. Proposed modifications to the states surface and ground water codes are

ongoing and wilt be introduced to the 1973 Legislature.

. Guidelines have been drafted for the regulation of minimum flows in streams

to protect fish, wildlife, recreation, and aesthetic values, and to preserve
water quality.

_ Other water and related resource statutes and regulations are being reviewed

to ensure compatibility with the Water Resources Act of 1871,

A study is under way to evaluate local and state-initiated alternatives for
financing and constructing water resource projects. This study will be com-
pleted in June 1973 A preliminary analysis of alternative financing sources
has bean completed.

. Methodologies for determining the relationship between amount of flow and

the beneficial or detrimental impacts on fish, recreation, and water quality
have been developed and are being tested

. The State Water Program has established itself as a leader in the Northwest in

the development of low-flow management programs.

Problems. There appear to be no problems in this area at this time.
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ACTION ELEMENT

. the department Is .
directed to modify existing
regulations and adopt new
regulations . . . (RCW
80.54.040)



PROCESS DESCRIPTION

The state is divided into 20 river basin planning areas.
Comprehensive water programs are presently being
developed in 12 basins. Basin programs are completed
for the four study basins within the Puget Sound area,
and planning programs within the remaining four basins
are to be initiated in fiscal year 1974,

Basin programs form the basic framework of the plan-
ning process as discussion papers are developed for each
basin. These papers initially contain background infor-
mation on the economic base, hydrology, and other
relevant facts about the basin, in addition to a prelimi-
nary listing of water resource needs and problems

At this point of development, the first-draft discussion
paper is subjected to intensive public review, Citizen
water resource committees are formed in each basin,
with the charge to assist the State Water Program in
obtaining broad-based public input to the planning proc-
ees. The first-draft discussion paper is revised and
expanded as basin water resource goals and objectives
are jdentified and alternative courses of action are
developed for solving problems and meeting needs
Depending on the complexity of problems and the
amount of public interest and participation in a given
basin, the discussion paper may go through three or
more drafts before firm alternative courses of action are
agreed upon, consistent with basin goals and objectives

When alternatives have been developed, the name of the
paper changes from “’discussion paper”’ to “basin paper.”
The first-draft (preliminary) basin paper represents the
first complete draft of alternatives to be evaluated and
revised in formulating the basin water program.

The evaluation consists of an assessment of the full
social, economic, and environmental impacts of each
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alternative, thus indicating the relative acceptability and
the positive and negative impact of each alternative.

A second-draft basin paper includes a listing of the alter-
natives that have survived the evaluation process; one or
more alternatives are then selected as the basis for action
and implementation programs. If two or more alterna-
tive proposals comply with existing policies and stand-
ards, the decision-makers (i e., the public, elected repre-
sentatives, and agency administrators) must select among
them., This selection is made on the basis of a com-
parison of the alternatives with respect to the degree to
which each achieves social objectives. This generally
requires a tradeoff between several objectives. The
procedures that have been proposed will not make the
tradeoffs for the decision-makers but rather will clarify
the tradeoffs to be made and the consaguences of each

As basin papers for other basins are developed, con-
straints such as statewide goals and objectives are added
to the evaluation process, and individual basin papers
may he modified again. The process of evaluation and
modification continues as new constraints arise, pro-
grams are implemented, new problems arise, and basin
goals and objectives change over time.

This process results in the formulation of comprehensive
water fesource management programs for individual
basins and for the state as a whole. Information gen-
erated from new studies undertaken in selected areas for
selected types of data and information is incorporated
into the Water Resources Information System. Decision-
makers are thus provided with the most up-to-date infor-
mation possible as to management alternatives and the
impacts of these alternatives as action programs are
defined and plans are implemented,



WORK SCHEDULE

The program is divided into three phases as depicted in
Figure 4 These phases represent different aspects of pro-
gram development. The various steps included in Phase |
are more specifically identified at the present time than
are those in the second and third phases.

Phase | consists of the various elements and activities
that are scheduled from the preparation of the trial plan
through the public meeting that follows the preparation
of the preliminary basin paper.

Phase Il includes the MOP formulation (Multiple Objec-
tive Planning concept}, which is necessary for realistic
plan formulation. This concept is endorsed by the Water

Resourees Council and is presently being used by numer-
ous agencies.

Phase 11} is basically the evaluation and comparison of
the proposed alternatives of one basin with those of
others at interbasin and finally siate levels. This phase
will identify conflicts, as well as compatibifity, in the
various basin papers,

This time schedule (shown in Figure 4} is based on state-
wide input into the Comprehensive Joint Plan for the
five Northwestern states by March 1, 1975, it is antici-
pated that this input will be further refined and revised
as part of the ongoing water resource management
program,

CONCLUSIONS

At the end of less than one year of concentrated effort
with nearly a complete Core Staff, the following con-
clusions have evolved:

1. There is a real and sincere interest in our enviren-
ment and in resource management on the part of
the public. '

2. The results of the vote for the bond issues in the
November election are one indication that the
public is willing to pay for the quality of environ-
ment they want,

3. A water resource management program that will
fulfill the reguirements of the Water Resources
Act of 1971 will have to be realistic and flexible
with built-in provisions 1o meet the changing needs
and desires of the public

4. It will require much time and effort on the part of
the state and the public to provide the input to the
program that is necessary to realistically reflect the
public desires and interests,

5. This input can be achieved by the state, through
the Department of Ecology, only by providing the
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opportunity for and encouragement of public par-
ticipation in the program.

6. The program needs to be an ongoing effort to keep
up with the changing needs and the rapidly
developing technology of our times.

LOOKING FORWARD, The people of the State of
Washington are fortunate in having farsighted legislation
already enacted by the Legislature in the form of the
Water Resources Act of 1971 Water is one of the most
necessary and valuable resources in nature, and it is
extremely important that the management of this
resgurce be given high priority.

This state, through the Department of Ecology and the
State Water Program, is actively working “to insure that
the waters of the state are utilized for the best interests
of the people” as directed by the Act of 1971, RCW
90 .54, This is a complex and lengthy challenge, but with
input from the citizens of the state and continued
support from the Legislature, the objectives can be
achieved
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