
Label  Dangerous Laboratory Waste - It’s The Law!

Dangerous Waste:
Do It Right!

Questions? Please call your regional dangerous waste 
specialist at the Department of Ecology.

For more information about managing dangerous 
waste, visit us online:

www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/managewaste.html

LABEL ALL CONTAINERS
Containers must be labeled, regardless 
of size, with the name of the substance, 
the words “hazardous waste” or 
“dangerous waste”, the major risk, and 
the accumulation start date.

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATION (NFPA) LABEL SYSTEM
The NFPA diamond or list is a common  labeling 
system in laboratories, used to quickly and easily 
identify the risks posed by hazardous materials. 

IT’S THE LAW
Generators of  dangerous waste must label it properly according to Washington State and 
Federal laws. Inadequate labeling is THE most common violation found during compliance 
inspections. Avoid violating the regulations by labeling your containers properly. 

HEALTH HAZARD

EXTREME - Highly toxic, may be fatal with 
short term exposure.

SERIOUS - Toxic Full protective suit and 
breathing apparatus should be worn.

MODERATE - Breathing apparatus and face 
mask must be worn.

SLIGHT - Breathing apparatus may be 
worn.

MINIMAL -  No precautions necessary.

FLAMMABILITY HAZARD

EXTREME - Extremely flammable gas or 
liquid. Flash point below 73o F.

SERIOUS - Flammable. Flash point 73o F to 
100o F.

MODERATE -Combustible. Requires 
moderate heating to ignite. Flash point 
below 200o F.

SLIGHT - Slightly combustible. Requires 
strong heating to ignite.

           MINIMAL -  Will not burn under normal      
 conditions.

SPECIFIC HAZARD

OXIDIZER     OXY

ACID    ACID

ALKALI   ALK

CORROSIVE   COR

USE NO WATER    W

RADIATION          

INSTABILITY HAZARD

EXTREME - Explosive at room temperature.

SERIOUS -May detonate if shocked or 
heated under confinement or mixed with 
water.

MODERATE - Unstable. may react with 
water.

SLIGHT - May react if heated or mixed with 
water.

MINIMAL -  Normally stable. does not react 
with water.
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