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Publication and Contact Information 
This publication is available on the Department of Ecology’s website at 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1408009.html 
 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response 
P.O. Box 47600  
Olympia, WA  98504-7600  
 

Phone:  360-407-6251 
 

 
Washington State Department of Ecology - www.ecy.wa.gov  
 

• Headquarters, Olympia   360-407-6000 
• Northwest Regional Office, Bellevue  425-649-7000 
• Southwest Regional Office, Olympia  360-407-6300 
• Central Regional Office, Yakima   509-575-2490 
• Eastern Regional Office, Spokane   509-329-3400 

 
 
Ecology publishes this document to meet the requirements of the Washington State 
Administrative Procedure Act (RCW 34.05.325) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To ask about the availability of this document in a version for the visually impaired, call the Spill 
Prevention, Preparedness and Response program at 360-407-6251 
 
Persons with hearing loss, call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons with a speech disability, 
call 877-833-6341. 
 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1408009.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
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Introduction 
The purpose of a Concise Explanatory Statement is to: 
 

• Meet the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) requirements for agencies to prepare a 
Concise Explanatory Statement (RCW 34.05.325). 

• Provide reasons for adopting the rule. 
• Describe any differences between the proposed rule and the adopted rule. 
• Provide Ecology’s response to public comments. 

 
This Concise Explanatory Statement provides information on The Washington State Department of 
Ecology’s (Ecology) rule adoption for: 
 
Title:  Oil Spill Contingency Plan 

WAC Chapter(s): 173-182 

Adopted date:   July 16, 2014  

Effective date:  August 16, 2014  
 
To see more information related to this rule making or other Ecology rule makings please visit our 
web site: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/index.html 
 

Reasons for Adopting the Rule  
Protecting Public Health and the Environment. Amending Chapter 173-182 WAC is 
needed to protect public health and the environment. The rule did not provide Ecology 
with clear or adequate regulatory authority over certain oil spill contingency plans:  

• RCW 88.46.060 and WAC 173-182-110 provided certain persons the authority to 
submit a contingency plan. Some of those persons, however, were not included in 
the definition of “plan holder” at WAC 173-182-030(46). 

• Many requirements in the rule applied exclusively to “plan holders.”  
• Entities allowed to submit a plan under RCW 88.46.060 and WAC 173-182-110 

that were not defined as “plan holders,” were probably not subject to many of the 
requirements of the rule.  

• The inconsistency in the rule may have lead to vessels with inadequate 
contingency plans operating in Washington waters. 

• Ecology may have been exposed to an inability to enforce our oil spill 
contingency planning regulations, creating a threat to public health, safety and 
general welfare.  

 
Streamlining the Rule. The rule was not consistent with the applicable RCWs and had 
unclear language defining the responsibilities of different categories of regulated entities. 
Ecology’s changes to the rule provide more clarity to the regulated community on their 
responsibilities under the rule.  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/index.html
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Differences Between the Proposed Rule and 
Adopted Rule 
RCW 34.05.325(6)(a)(ii) requires Ecology to describe the differences between the text of the 
proposed rule as published in the Washington State Register and the text of the rule as adopted, 
other than editing changes, stating the reasons for the differences.  
 
There are no differences between the proposed rule filed on April 2, 2014 and the adopted rule 
filed on July 16, 2014. 
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Response to Comments 
Ecology accepted comments between April 2, 2014 until May 13, 2014. Ecology did not receive 
any comments on the rule amendments during the comment period.  (RCW 34.05.325(6)(a)(iii)) 
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Appendix A – Rule Hearing Transcript 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I’m Sonja Larson, hearing's officer for this hearing.  This morning we are to conduct a 
hearing on the rule proposal of Chapter 173-182 WAC – Oil Spill Contingency Plan.  Let 
the record show it's 10:27 am on May 6, 2014 and this hearing is being held at: 

Ecology Headquarters, Room R1G-07 
300 Desmond Dr. SE 
Lacey, WA 98 
504 

Ecology is also holding this public hearing via webinar and phone conference.  
 
Legal notices of this hearing were published in the Washington State Register: 

April 16, 2014 
Washington State Register Number: 1408098 

 
In addition, notices of the hearing were: 

Mailed to about 70 interested people,  

Email notices were sent to about 1500 interested people,  

And a news release was issued on April 10, 2014 

 
 Let the record show Ecology held the hearing on this rule proposal and no one attended the public 
hearing. 

If you would like to send Ecology written comments, please remember they are due May 
13, 2014. 

Send them to: 
Amanda Righi 
Department of Ecology 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
Amanda.righi@ecy.wa.gov 
 
All testimony received at this hearing along with all written comments received no later 
than May 13, 2014 will be part of the official hearing record for this proposal. 
 
Ecology will send notice about the Concise Explanatory Statement or CES publication 
to: Everyone that provided written comments or oral testimony on this rule proposal and 
submitted contact information. 

WAC 173-182 
Rule Hearing Transcript 05/06/2014 
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The CES will among other things, contain the agency’s response to questions and issues of 
concern that were submitted during the public comment period.  If you would like to 
receive a copy but did not give us your contact information, please let one of the staff at 
this hearing know 

The next step is to review the comments and make a determination whether to adopt the 
rule.  Ecology Director Maia Bellon will consider the rule documentation and staff 
recommendations and will make a decision about adopting the proposal. 
 
Adoption is currently scheduled for July 15, 2014.  If the proposed rule should be adopted 
that day and filed with the Code Reviser, it will go into effect 31 days later. 
 
If we can be of help to you, please do not hesitate to ask or you can contact Amanda Righi 
if you have other questions. 
 
On behalf of the Department of Ecology, thank you for coming.  I appreciate your 
cooperation and courtesy. 
 

Let the record show that this hearing is adjourned at 10:29 
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