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Ecology Approves Changes to the Permit for the Liquid Effluent Retention Facility’s Liner
Repair Procedures

The Washington Department of Ecology recently approved a Class 2 modification to Hanford’s dangerous
waste permit for liner repair procedures at Hanford’s Liquid Effluent Retention Facility (LERF).

The U.S. Department of Energy (Permittee) recently found two small liner tears at the top of one of the
basins, above the water line. The permit requires the permittee to drain the basin to repair the liner.
But the liner vendor reported that the repairs could be done safely without draining the basin.

Ecology approved a change to Section C.5.2.4.1 of Addendum C of the permit to allow the permittee to
repair the liner without draining the basin. In addition, Ecology approved wording to allow the vendor to
choose the best method to repair the liner.

The permittee also submitted, and Ecology approved, a request for a Temporary Authorization to allow the
repair work to proceed more quickly.

You can appeal Ecology’s decisions, including approval of this permit change, through the steps in Revised
Code of Washington 43.21B.230

You can find the permit change language, the comment period summary, and the response to comments
document at www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp/Pl/pages/closedcommentperiods.htm.

If you have questions, please email Hanford@ecy.wa.gov or call 800-321-2008.
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