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Ecology approves changes for Hanford’s dangerous waste permit

The Washington State Department of Ecology has approved two “Class 2” modifications for the permit that
regulates the treatment, storage, and disposal of dangerous wastes at Hanford. Class 2 changes are those
that are significant enough to trigger a public comment period and a public hearing held by the permittee.
(The permittee is the U.S. Department of Energy.)

The Class 2 permit changes were to two separate units in the permit, the Liquid Effluent Retention Facility
and Effluent Treatment Facility (LERF-ETF) and the Integrated Disposal Facility (IDF). LERF-ETF stores and
treats liquid waste from various Hanford activities, such as liquid boiled off from condensed tank waste and
contaminated groundwater from pump and treat systems. IDF is a disposal site for vitrified low-activity waste
that is not yet in use.

The changes to the LERF-ETF permit were to the emergency pumping procedures and to methods for
calculating tank volumes. The changes to the IDF permit were to monitoring schedules.

Ecology’s decisions can be appealed through the steps in Washington Administrative Code 173-303-845.

You can find the permit change language, fact sheet, and response to comments document at
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp/Pl/pages/closedcommentperiods.htm.

If you have any questions, please email Hanford@ecy.wa.gov or call 800-321-2008.
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