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Publication and Contact Information 
This publication is available on the Department of Ecology’s website at 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/nwp.html  
 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Albert Chang 
Nuclear Waste Program 
3100 Port of Benton Boulevard  
Richland, WA  99354  
 

Phone:  509-372-7950 
Hanford Cleanup Line: 800-321-2008 
Email: Hanford@ecy.wa.gov  

 
 
Washington State Department of Ecology - www.ecy.wa.gov  
 

• Headquarters, Lacey     360-407-6000 

• Northwest Regional Office, Bellevue  425-649-7000 

• Southwest Regional Office, Lacey   360-407-6300 

• Central Regional Office, Yakima   509-575-2490 

• Eastern Regional Office, Spokane   509-329-3400 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you need this document in a format for the visually impaired, call the Nuclear Waste Program at 
509-372-7950. Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons with 
a speech disability can call 877-833-6341. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/nwp.html
mailto:Hanford@ecy.wa.gov
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Introduction 
The Washington State Department of Ecology’s Nuclear Waste Program (NWP) regulates air 
pollution sources through a permit.  Ammonia is a toxic air pollutant regulated under Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC) 173-460.  The underground tanks at Hanford that store high-level 
radioactive and chemically hazardous waste sometimes emit ammonia.  
 
The permittee is the U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE) Office of River Protection.  The permit 
is for USDOE’s Hanford Site in south-central Washington, north of Richland.  
 
The Response to Comments is the last step before issuing the final permit, and its purpose is to: 

• Specify which provisions, if any, of a permit will become effective upon issuance of the 
final permit, providing reasons for those changes. 

• Describe and document public involvement actions.  

• List and respond to all significant comments received during the public comment period 
and any related public hearings. 

 
This Response to Comments is prepared for: 
 
Comment period: Increases to ammonia emission limits in Hanford’s 200 East Area, 

January 14 – February 15, 2013 

Permit: Draft Approval Order 94-07, Revision 3 (5/7/2008) and DE05NWP-001, 
Approval of Non-Radioactive Air Emissions Notice of Construction 
(NOC) for Operation of New Ventilation System in the AN and AW Tank 
Farms  

Draft effective date: February 28, 2013 

 

Original issue date:  February 18, 2005 

 
To see more information related to the Hanford Site or nuclear waste in Washington, please visit 
our website: www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp. 
 

Reasons for Issuing the Permit 
At the Hanford Site, USDOE in engages in a multi-billion-dollar cleanup effort to address the 
waste resulting from decades of plutonium production.   Much of the waste to be cleaned up is 
stored in underground tanks near the center of Hanford, several miles from any residence or 
agricultural land.    
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-460
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-460
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp
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The permit addresses ammonia emissions from three groups of those tanks, the 241-AY/AZ,  
241-AN, and 241-AW tank farms (groups of tanks).  These tanks receive waste from single-shell 
tanks that do not comply with current environmental laws.   
 
The USDOE sought to increase ammonia emission limits because emissions sometimes exceed the 
current limits.  USDOE has found that the emission of ammonia can vary.  Emissions may spike 
when the waste is disturbed (such as when new waste is received) and vary with the ambient 
temperature.  
 
The change is to raise the ammonia emission limit from: 

• 0.34 lb/hr to 2.5 lb/hr in the 241-AY/AZ tank farms. 

• 0.22 lb/hr to 2.9 lb/hr for the 241-AN tank farm. 

• 0.22 lb/hr to 2.8 lb/hr for 241-AW tank farm. 
 
The emission levels USDOE is requesting are still below regulatory limits.  But because the levels 
exceed those in the current permit, the modification was required.   
 

Public Involvement Actions 
NWP encouraged public comment on the draft Approval Order to raise ammonia emission limits 
during a 33-day public comment period held January 14 through February 15, 2013. 
 
NWP placed a legal classified advertisement in the Tri-City Herald on January 13.  A notice 
announcing the start of the comment period was sent to the Hanford-Info email list, which had 
1,099 subscribers in January 2013.  The comment period was also posted as an event on Ecology’s 
Hanford Education & Outreach Facebook page. 
 
The public information repositories located in Richland, Spokane, and Seattle, Washington, and 
Portland, Oregon, received the following: 

• Public notice. 

• Draft approval order, conditions, and restrictions. 

• Application letter. 

• Determination of non-significance under the State Environmental Policy Act. 
 
The following public notices for this comment period are in Appendix A: 

1. Public notice (publication 13-05-02 that is available on our website, was emailed to 
Hanford Info subscribers, and posted in Ecology’s library). 

2. Classified advertisement in the Tri-City Herald. 

3. Notice sent to the Hanford-Info email list. 

4. Event posted on Ecology Hanford Education & Outreach Facebook page. 

 
 

http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=hanford-info&A=1
http://www.facebook.com/HanfordEducation
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1305002.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp/lists.htm
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Response to Comments 
Ecology accepted comments from January 14 to February 15, 2013.  One organization, Hanford 
Challenge, submitted comments.  No members of the public requested a meeting.  This section 
summarizes the comments we received and our response (RCW 34.05.325(6)(a)(iii)). 
 
Hanford Challenge opposed the increase until there was sufficient analysis of risks and impacts on 
workers and co-located members of the public, and sought more information about the limits (how 
they compare to occupational exposure limits, for example).  Appendix B shows the comment 
verbatim.  
 
Ecology appreciates Hanford Challenge taking the time to comment about worker health and 
safety.  Ecology understands the importance of protecting those on the front lines of environmental 
remediation at Hanford.     
 
Nevertheless, Ecology lacks statutory authority under the Clean Air Act (CAA) and its 
amendments to address Hanford Challenge’s concerns via this permit as the CAA and its 
amendments regulate ambient air.  Ambient air is defined in 40 CFR Part 50.1 (e) as “… that 
portion of the atmosphere, external to buildings, to which the general public has access.”  The 
Hanford Site, which includes the tank farms in question, is land owned or controlled by the source 
and to which uncontrolled general public access is precluded by a fence or other physical 
barriers.  In other words, the CAA does not apply within the boundaries of the Hanford Site.   
 
As a result, concerns regarding the health and safety of workers or visitors under the control of the 
site cannot be addressed through this permit.  These concerns should be addressed by other laws, 
rules, and regulations, such as USDOE’s worker safety program.   
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.05.325
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&rgn=div5&view=text&node=40:2.0.1.1.1&idno=40
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Appendix A: Copies of all public notices 
Public notices for this comment period: 

1. Public notice (publication 13-05-02 that is available on our website, was emailed to 
Hanford Info subscribers, and posted in Ecology’s library). 

2. Classified advertisement in the Tri-City Herald. 

3. Notice sent to the Hanford-Info email list. 

4. Event posted on Ecology Hanford Education & Outreach Facebook page. 
 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1305002.html
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Figure 1. Public notice, page 1 of 2. 
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Figure 1. Public notice, page 1 of 2. 
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Figure 2. Classified advertisement in the Tri-City Herald. 
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Figure 3. Notice sent to the Hanford-Info email list. 
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Figure 4.  Event posted on Ecology’s Hanford Education & Outreach Facebook page. 
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Appendix B: Copies of all written comments 
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