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The saying goes, “the early bird
catches the worm.” It turns out
this old adage is especially true
for emission testing.

Authorized Emission Specialists
often see customers who delay
emission testing until a day or
two before their tabs expire.
When their vehicles fail, they
worry about how they will get
around without getting
ticketed. They may even expect
you to rush repairs to meet
their needs.

This can be a real hassle. You
want to perform quality repairs,
and you have other customers
to serve.

Vehicle owners can test up to
364 days before new tabs are
due. Contrary to popular belief,
you do not need a renewal
notice to test.

In the news

Vehicle emissions more
deadly than car crashes

The Centers for Disease
Control ranks motor vehicle
crashes as a leading cause of
death, accounting for 7% of all
201 deaths in the US.
Unfortunately, these tragic
deaths only partially account
for mortality caused by cars.

Deaths from heart attacks,
COPD, and lung cancer caused
by air pollution from cars and
trucks now surpass those
caused by motor vehicle
accidents. See the MIT study.
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Encourage your customers to test early

Owners of OBD vehicles may
especially want to test early.
After an OBD repair, a vehicle
may need a couple weeks to
complete a drive cycle. (For
more information on readiness,
see the article on page 3.)

In a situation like this, a vehicle
owner can purchase a
temporary trip permit. While
helpful, a trip permit adds to
the cost of renewing tabs.
Testing early enough to
complete a drive cycle can save
this added expense.

Car accidents still end too
many lives too soon. The good
news is that lives can be saved
by increased seat belt use and
reductions in drunk and
distracted driving.

Deaths from air pollution can
be reduced as well. Your work
to fix emission test failures
helps cars run cleaner and emit
less deadly pollution.

“Clean scanning” lands
North Carolina tester in
prison

A North Carolina technician
and vehicle emissions inspector

FALL 2013

Also, by testing early, vehicle
owners may find emission
problems in advance, allowing
them to budget for expensive
repairs.

If you happen to notice a
vehicle’s tabs are about to
expire in a month or two, giving
a gentle reminder may save
your customer and you some
grief.

was sentenced to 12 months in
prison and a $10,000 fine for
emission test fraud.

According to the US
Department of Justice press
release, EPA’s Criminal
Investigation Division found
that the technician conducted
164 illegal emission tests using
a surrogate vehicle.



http://www.justice.gov/usao/ncw/pressreleases/2013/Charlotte-2013-09-25-cabrera.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ncw/pressreleases/2013/Charlotte-2013-09-25-cabrera.html
http://www.justice.gov/usao/ncw/pressreleases/2013/Charlotte-2013-09-25-cabrera.html
http://lae.mit.edu/wordpress2/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/US-air-pollution-paper.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1302014.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1302014.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1302014.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1302014.html
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Interested in becoming an
Authorized Emission Specialist? Is it
time to update your AES training? If
so, these instructors offer Ecology-
authorized training.

Contact instructors for class
availability and cost.

Clark County

Milt Stoddard

cmiltons@msn.com
Cell: 360-798-8224

King, Pierce, and Snohomish
Counties

Nolan Koreski — Lake Washington
Technical College
Nolan.koreski@L.WTech.edu
425-739-8352

Jerald Peterson — Lake Washington
Technical College
jerry.peterson@LWTech.edu
253-381-3193

Michael Richmond — Lake
Washington Technical College
Michael.Richmond@LWTech.edu

425-739-8428

Don Sutherland — Lake
Washington Technical College
don.sutherland@LWTech.edu

425-739-8334

Karl Hoffman — Green River
Community College
khoffman@greenriver.edu
253-833-g111 Ext. 4253

EXHAUST NOTES

Keep Your Authorization Current

Howard Anderson — South Seattle
Community College
howie66not@hotmail.com
howieZinstruction@gmail.com
206-883-7946

Gary Neill — Renton Technical
College

gneill@RTC.edu

425-235-5824

Brian Thompson

fiftyfivetbird @comcast.net

Kenneth Wright — Renton
Technical College/Independent
AP.KEN@]Juno.com
425-226-1680

Ed Schaplow
eschap@allview.com

206-755-9611

Phil Snow
253-299-8841 option 2
253-861-1958

Glenn Turner

GTUR461@Hotmail.com
206-331-1830
Fred Wilson

fred@high-road.com
206-755-6657 cell

206-789-7521 shop
Spokane County

Brad Templeton
509-535-2546
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Remember, you must take an
Ecology-authorized training
every two years to stay in the
AES program.

If you have questions about
training, please contact emission

check staff listed for your county on
page 4.
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mailto:eschap@allview.com
mailto:GTUR461@Hotmail.com
mailto:fred@high-road.com
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Tips for Technicians

“
*

Can a “clean” vehicle with all
emission controls functioning as
designed fail an emission test? Yes.
Vehicles that fail OBD tests for
having too many monitors “not
ready” are now classified as emission
test failures. This means Authorized
Emission Specialists may see these
vehicles at their shops for repair and
diagnosis.

If you perform an emission repair,
the vehicle must complete a drive
cycle to reset monitors. If a vehicle
owner returns to the test station too
soon after an emission repair, the
vehicle will fail due to lack of
readiness.

Even something as simple as a
recent dead battery from headlights
left on could cause a “not ready”
failure. All emission components
may be functional, but without a

OBD II/DLC connector
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Readiness Devices

complete drive cycle, the test will not
show that.

The only way the vehicle becomes
ready is to complete a drive cycle,
but how does the driver know when
the drive cycle is complete?

A driver can obtain a copy of the
vehicle’s drive cycle from the
manufacturer. However, completing
a drive cycle can be cumbersome and
difficult under “real world”
conditions. There is also no
guarantee the driver will be able to
exactly replicate the conditions in the
drive cycle.

A more practical solution is to drive
the vehicle as usual and wait for the
drive cycle to complete over time.
For some drivers this may take only a
few days. Others, especially those
who don’t vary their trips much to
include both highway and city
driving, may take longer. This is one
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reason Ecology recommends testing
early. See the article on page 1 of
this newsletter.

A readiness device, like the one
shown in the diagram, available
from Applus Technologies, can let a
driver know when required monitors
are ready.

A few Applus test stations loan
these devices to customers. The test
station uses a customer’s credit card
to secure the readiness device. Ifa
customer fails to return the device,
the credit card is charged the

replacement cost. A repair shop
could also offer these loaner devices
to customers.

Devices like the one shown are
available for purchase from Applus
Technologies. You may also
purchase readiness devices online or
from your usual equipment supplier.

Red and Green
LED indicators
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Woashington State

Department of Ecology

Department of Ecology
Air Quality Program
PO Box 77755
Olympia, WA 98504

Phone: 360-407-6330
Fax: 360-407-0287

E-mail: melanie.forster@ecy.wa.gov
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If you need this document in a format for the visually impaired, call the E
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Ecology’s Emission Check Staff

Clark County

Tom Jones

360-690-7163
thomas.jones@ecy.wa.gov
Rachael O’'Malley
360-690-7165
rachael.omalley@ecy.wa.gov

King and Snohomish County

Dave Adler
425-649-7267
david.adler@ecy.wa.gov
John Dillon
425-649-7198
john.dillon@ecy.wa.gov

Mat Kwartin

425-649-713
mathew.kwartin@ecy.wa.gov

Kerry Swayne
425-649-7101
kerry.swayne@ecy.wa.gov

== Emission Check
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Pierce County

Art Betts

360-407-0244
arthur.betts@ecy.wa.gov

Melanie Forster

360-407-6330
melanie.forster@ecy.wa.gov

Fritz Merkl
360-407-6333
fritz.merkl@ecy.wa.gov

Spokane County

Paula Dunlap
509-329-3530
paula.dunlap@ecy.wa.gov
Dave Pavlin

509-329-3487
david.pavlin@ecy.wa.gov

Mattias Brischle
509-329-3467
mattias.brischle@ecy.wa.gov
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