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Publication and Contact Information 
This publication is available on the Department of Ecology’s website at 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/nwp.html  
 
 
For more information contact: 
 
Philip Gent 
Nuclear Waste Program 
3100 Port of Benton Boulevard  
Richland, WA  99354  
 

Phone:  509-372-7950 
Hanford Cleanup Line: 800-321-2008 
Email: Hanford@ecy.wa.gov  

 
 
Washington State Department of Ecology - www.ecy.wa.gov  
 

 Headquarters, Lacey     360-407-6000 

 Northwest Regional Office, Bellevue  425-649-7000 

 Southwest Regional Office, Lacey   360-407-6300 

 Central Regional Office, Yakima   509-575-2490 

 Eastern Regional Office, Spokane   509-329-3400 

 
 
Ecology publishes this document to meet the requirements of Washington Administrative Code 

173-400-171. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you need this document in a format for the visually impaired, call the Nuclear Waste Program at 
509-372-7950. Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons with 
a speech disability can call 877-833-6341. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/nwp.html
mailto:Hanford@ecy.wa.gov
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
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Introduction 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) regulates air pollution sources.  Diesel 

engines are one main source of pollution in our state.  The regulations allow non-road engines to 

be in a single location for up to one year.  This exemption is only for temporary non-road engines.  

Permanent non-road engines require regulation to ensure their emissions are controlled and do not 

harm the environment.  

 
The permittee is the U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE), Richland Operations Office and Office 
of River Protection.  The permit is for the U.S. Department of Energy’s Hanford site in south-
central Washington, north of Richland. 

 

The approval order ensures Hanford’s air emissions stay within safe limits that protect people and 

the environment. 

 

The Response to Comments is the last step before issuing the final permit, and its purpose is to: 

 Specify which provisions, if any, of a permit will become effective upon issuance of the 

final permit, providing reasons for those changes. 

 Describe and document public involvement actions.  

 List and respond to all significant comments received during the public comment period 

and any related public hearings. 

 

This Response to Comments is prepared for: 

 

Comment period: Draft Approval Order for a Diesel Generator in Hanford’s 200 East Area 

Approval Order: DE12NWP-003 

Draft effective date: November 19, 2012 

 

To see more information related to the Hanford Site or nuclear waste in Washington, please visit 

our website: www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp. 

 
Reasons for Issuing the Approval Order 

At the Hanford Site in south-central Washington, the U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE) is 

engaged in a multi-billion-dollar cleanup effort to address the waste resulting from decades of 

plutonium production.  Near the center of Hanford is a 65-acre construction project to immobilize 

the worst of the remaining waste.     

 

Recently USDOE set up two buildings for maintaining large construction equipment such as 

cranes and forklifts.  A non-road diesel generator was in place, and the use met state air quality 

standards.  But USDOE wanted to continue using the generator for the maintenance buildings.  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwp
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Because the non-road exemption is only for less than a year, USDOE sought approval to continue 

using the generator.   

 

The emissions from the diesel generator are not significant enough to require a public comment 

period unless specifically requested when we post a notice on our website.  We also emailed a 

notice of the proposed decision and the availability of a comment period if requested.  We received 

requests for a comment period, so we held one.  

 
Public Involvement Actions 

Ecology’s Nuclear Waste Program (NWP) encouraged public comment on the proposed decision 

to permit a diesel generator during a 30-day public comment period held October 8 through 

November 9, 2012. 

 

NWP placed a public announcement legal classified advertisement in the Tri-City Herald on 

October 7, 2012.  NWP emailed a notice announcing the start of the comment period to the 

Hanford-Info email list, which had 975 recipients, on October 8, 2012.   

 

NWP notified regional stakeholders via the public involvement calendar on the NWP web site, 

which is discussed at quarterly meetings with the Hanford Advisory Board public involvement 

committee.    

 

The public information repositories located in Richland, Spokane, and Seattle, Washington, and 

Portland, Oregon, received the following: 

 Ecology’s focus sheet about the Notice of Construction. 

 Transmittal letter. 

 USDOE Notice of Construction application. 

 USDOE’s answers to Ecology questions on the application. 

 Draft approval order, conditions, and restrictions. 

 Determination of Nonsignificance under the State Environmental Policy Act. 

 

The following public notices for this comment period are in this document’s Appendix: 

1. Email to Hanford-Info list notifying subscribers of USDOE’s request to use the generator 

for longer than one year and deadline to request public comment period.  

2. Ecology’s focus sheet about the Notice of Construction. 

3. Classified advertisement in the Tri-City Herald. 

4. Email to Hanford-Info list notifying subscribers of the comment period start. 

 

http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=hanford-info&A=1
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Response to Comments 

Ecology accepted comments between October 8, 2012, and November 9, 2012.  This section 

provides the one comment Ecology received verbatim and our response. 

 

Date: October 23, 2012 

Commenter:  Bill Green 

Comment 
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Ecology’s Response 
 

1. The public comment period for the Approval Order regarding the diesel generator in 

Hanford’s 200 East Area ran from 10-10-12 until 11-9-12.  This is a duration of 30 days 

as required by WAC 173-200-171(7)(a). 

2. The existing Hanford AOP (#00-05-006) expired December 31, 2011. 

3. USDOE submitted a complete and timely application for renewal. This renewal was 

frozen in time during the renewal process — this allows Ecology to review the 

application as it was submitted without further changes being made to it on a regular 

basis, which would delay the permit renewal process. 

4. USDOE is operating under the AOP permit shield and conforming to requirements of the 

expired AOP, per WAC 173-401-710(3). 

5. All AOP changes after the date the permit renewal was submitted are tracked. 

6. Upon AOP renewal issuance, Ecology starts an AOP revision process to incorporate all 

the tracked changes, which in this case would include any order regarding the NOC for 

the diesel generator in the 200 East Area. 

7. As requested, we placed Mr. Green back on the Hanford mailing list.  
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Appendix: Copies of All Public Notices  

 

Figure 1.  Email notifying subscribers of USDOE’s request to use the generator for longer than one year 
and with deadline to request comment period. 
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Figure 2.  Public notice emailed, posted, and displayed (page 1 of 2). 
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Figure 2.  Public notice emailed, posted, and displayed (page 2 of 2). 
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Figure 3.  Legal classified notice published October 7, 2012. 
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Figure 4.  Emailed comment period announcement (page 1 of 2). 
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Month Year 

Figure 4.  Emailed comment period announcement (page 2 of 2). 


