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Public Comment Period

 
March 1, through 
March 31, 2012 

 
 
Submit comments to: 

Greg Caron 
WA Department of Ecology  
Hazardous Waste and Toxics 
Reduction Program  
15 West Yakima Avenue #200 
Yakima, WA 98902-3452 
Phone:  509-454-7893  
E-mail: grca461@ecy.wa.gov  
 
 
Comments must be received 
by 5 p.m. on March 31, 2012. 
 

Review the documents at:  

Grandstaff Library 
Building 2109 
10th and Pendleton Avenue 
JBLM, WA  98433 
Phone: (253) 967-5889 
 
Or by appointment at: 

Department of Ecology - HWTR 
Nancy Farman 
300 Desmond Drive 
Lacey, WA  98503 
Phone: (360) 407-0272 
 
To receive a copy of the 
documents, contact Greg Caron at 
the mailing address, e-mail 
address, or phone number listed 
above; or visit our Web site: 
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr. 

 
 

Proposed Cleanup of Contaminated 
Soil for the South Side of Miller Hill 
and Former Skeet Range 
 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) environmental staff  have identified 
lead contaminated soils on the south side of Miller Hill and at a former 
skeet range located south of American Lake.  Former small arms shooting 
ranges in the Miller Hill area and a skeet target range are the sources of the 
lead.  JBLM has already conducted testing in these areas and proposes to 
clean them up by removing and stabilizing lead contaminated soil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opportunities for public input are part of Washington State’s cleanup 
process and several site documents are now available for public review 
and comment. 
 
This fact sheet describes: 

 Lead contaminated soil sampling and proposed cleanup activities for 
two areas at JBLM. 

 Site cleanup documents available for public review. 

 The Department of Ecology’s (Ecology) decision-making process to 
finalize and implement the cleanup. 

February 2012

Former shooting 
range locations 

Locations of proposed cleanup areas at JBLM
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Site Description 

From World War I to the 1960s the Miller Hill area 
was used for small arms training ranges.  Decades of 
spent bullet slugs and fragments have accumulated 
in the soil and contaminated it with lead.  The 
second site is a skeet range north of Interstate 5 that 
was used in the 1960s and 1970s.  The lead levels in 
soil in both areas are higher than allowed by state 
and federal health rules. 
 
JBLM has conducted soil sampling in both areas 
and is proposing to remove soil contaminated with 
lead above state and federal guidelines.  Excavated 
soil with high concentrations of lead will also be 
treated to stabilize it.  Following excavation, the 
affected areas will be covered with clean soil and 
then restored with grass, native plants, and trees.   

 
Site Cleanup Documents 

The following documents describing the proposed 
cleanup activities are available for public comment: 
 
Interim Action Work Plan 
The work plan describes the proposed actions to 
remove lead contaminated soil that is above state 
and federal guidelines.  Contractors will dig up and 
stockpile contaminated soil at the base of Miller 
Hill, and then treat highly contaminated soil to 
stabilize it.  All contaminated soil will then be 
hauled to active firing ranges for reuse as backstops 
and berms to catch bullets.  However, contaminated 
soil on the steepest parts of Miller Hill will not be 
removed.  Instead, human exposure will be limited 
through fencing and other site controls. 
 
Environmental Review 
After evaluating a State Environmental Policy Act 
(SEPA) checklist describing the project and site 
area, Ecology has determined that the proposed 
cleanup action will not have a significant adverse 
environmental impact and has thus issued a 
determination of non-significance (DNS). 

Agreed Order Amendment 
Public comment will also be accepted on an 
amendment to the original cleanup order issued to 
JBLM.  The amendment will authorize the cleanup 
actions described in the work plan. 
 
Procedures for Reaching Final 
Decisions 

The proposed cleanup actions are subject to public 
review and comment.  Ecology will consider all 
public comments before making a final decision.  
The public review process rules can be found in the 
Washington Administrative Code 173-340-600. 
 
A Public Hearing is Possible 
If ten or more people request it, Ecology will 
conduct a public hearing.  To request a hearing, 
contact Greg Caron by the end of the comment 
period.  To find out if a public hearing will be held, 
and/or its date and location, contact Greg Caron 
after March 31, 2012 at the number given in the 
side panel on page one.   
 
How to Participate 
You may request, review, and comment on the 
proposed plan and documents. Comments must be 
received by the deadline to be considered.  
 
The most effective comments are those that: 

 Provide specific information describing what 
aspect you believe is inappropriate. 

 Provide factual and regulatory support for the 
comment. 

 Suggest changes to fix the problem. 

 Include supporting material that is not in 
Ecology’s records (e.g., if the comment refers 
to a state or federal rule, Ecology already has 
that information; but if the comment refers to a 
report not in Ecology’s records, then this would 
be appropriate supporting material). Please 
provide a copy of the reference. 
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Decision Making Process 

Responding to Comments and Testimony 
Ecology will consider and respond to written 
comments submitted by the public and any 
testimony, if a public hearing is held.  
 
Final Decisions 
After considering the comments and possible 
testimony, Ecology will make a final decision or 
make a new tentative decision on the proposed 
cleanup plan.  If public comments result in 
substantial changes, then an additional public 
comment period will take place. 
 
Effective Date of Decisions 
When Ecology makes a final decision on the 
proposed cleanup plan, the effective date of that 
decision will be set forth in the respective 
documents. 
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Ecology Seeks Public Comment  
on Proposed Cleanup of 
Contaminated Soil  

 
South Side of Miller Hill and Former 
Skeet Range at Joint Base Lewis 
McChord, Washington 

 
 

Public Comment Period: 

March 1, 2012 
through March 31, 2012 

 
 

Special  
Accommodations 

 
If you need this document in a 
format for the visually impaired call 
the Hazardous Waste and Toxics 
Reduction Program at  
360-407-6700.  
 
Persons with hearing loss, call 711 
for Washington Relay Service. 
Persons with a speech disability, 
call 877-833-6341. 
 
If you request a public hearing and 
have a special accommodation 
need, please contact Greg Caron at 
(509) 454-7893. 
 


