
Public Hearing Notice  

Publication Number:  11-07-019 1  

Waste 2 Resources June 2011 

 

DATES AND LOCATIONS 
 
 

Comment Period 

September 29, 2010 - June 21, 
2011 
 
 
 
Hearing Location 

Methow Valley Community 
Center 
201 S. Methow Valley Hwy. 
Twisp, WA 98856 
 

 

 

 

Contact information 

Wendy Neet 
15 W. Yakima Ave #200 
Yakima, WA 98902 
(509) 454-7872 
wnee461@ecy.wa.gov  
 
 
Special accommodations 

If you require special 
accommodations or need this 
document in a version for the 
visually impaired, call the 
Waste 2 Resources program at 
(509) 575-2490  
 
Persons with hearing loss, call 
711 for Washington Relay 
Service. Persons with a speech 
disability, call 877-833-6341. 

 
 
 

JA Wright Construction Septage 
Mgmt. Facility Biosolids Permit 
#BT0203 
The Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) is holding this meeting 
and public hearing to answer questions and concerns related to the 
reissuance of biosolids permit #BT0203 for JA Wright Construction.  The 
meeting includes a presentation, followed by a question and answer session, 
and then the public hearing, where Ecology will accept formal comments. 
Comments will be accepted in writing through June 21, 2011 and should be 
directed to: Wendy Neet, 15 W. Yakima Ave #200 Yakima, WA 98902/ 
wnee461@ecy.wa.gov.  For more information, call: (509) 454-7872. 
 
Who is JA Wright Construction? 
JA Wright Construction is a general contractor that operates a septic 
pumping and portable toilet business in the Methow Valley.  The septage is 
land applied as a soil amendment on property formerly known as the Old 
Twisp Landfill, located off Filer Road in Twisp, Washington. 
 
What is Biosolids Land Application? 
Washington State statute defines biosolids land application as the 
application of biosolids to the land surface by means such as spreading or 
spraying, the injection of biosolids below the land surface, or the 
incorporation of biosolids into the soil, for the purpose of beneficial use.  
Septage is a form of biosolids and the terms are interchangeable in the 
Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-308.   
 
How is Biosolids Land Application Regulated? 
All septage management facilities came under permit coverage in 2005 
when the first Statewide Biosolids General Permit was issued.  Before 
2005, local health departments oversaw the land application of septage. 
 
The Statewide Biosolids General Permit applies to all biosolids facilities 
across the state.  Special conditions relevant to a particular application site 
may be added to the permit when it is issued or updated. Permits are 
reviewed and updated every five years.   
 
Ecology provides technical assistance to the site owner/operators and 
inspects sites regularly to assure permit compliance.  The local 
jurisdictional health department monitors the site for any discrepancies 
related to local codes. 
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JA Wright Construction has been land-applying septage at this site since 2001.  Since the issuance of the general 
permit in 2005, no major violations have been noted during inspections by the local health department; however, 
neighbors have made odor complaints.  Mr. Wright continues to work with Ecology, making every effort to reduce 
these odors.  
 
As a permit requirement, the general public isn’t allowed access to the site.  Trucks that are associated with the 
construction company’s gravel operation are permitted onto the site, but they are not allowed access to areas where 
solid waste has been placed. 
 
The Twisp Landfill was closed in the 1980’s with a final cover placed over the landfill.  Under the current permit, 
septage is applied to the surface of the final cover on the closed landfill and other landfill property to promote 
vegetative growth.  Improving the vegetative cover on the landfill property was the initial reason for selecting the 
location and issuing the permit.  Soil sampling for nutrient analysis is used by Ecology to determine how much 
septage may be land applied to grow the intended vegetation.   
 
JA Wright Construction filed a notice of intent in October of 2009, to pursue coverage under the 2010 General 
Biosolids Permit.  While pursuing an update to the permit, the company is allowed to continue operating until a 
decision is made whether to reissue the permit. 
 
How Are Solid Waste Landfills Regulated? 
In 1969, the state legislature passed Chapter 70.95 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW), which directed 
Ecology to adopt regulations for handling solid waste. Regulations relating to Minimum Functional Standards for 
Solid Waste Handling, WAC 173-301, were adopted by Ecology in 1972.  The Twisp Landfill was closed under the 
regulatory requirements of WAC 173-301.   
 
In 1988, the legislature amended RCW 70.95 as solid waste handling practices changed and recycling began.  
Ecology responded by adopting WAC 173-304, Minimum Functional Standards for Solid Waste Handling.  The 
new regulatory standards, however, only applied to new solid waste handling facilities and to those that were still 
operating.  The Twisp Landfill had stopped operating and was in the process of properly closing under WAC 173-
301, thus the new regulations did not apply. 
 
Criteria for Municipal Solid Waste Landfills, WAC 173-351, was adopted by Ecology in 1993, in response to 
further amendments to RCW 70.95 and regulations passed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  
 
Under the above regulations, solid waste handling, landfill operation and closure requirements are different.  Since 
the laws and regulations do not apply retroactively, the regulatory requirements contained in WAC 173-301 are the 
only ones that apply to the Twisp Landfill. The installation of a clay cap was only mentioned as a potential 
alternative cover for the landfill in the proposed closure plan (page S-2 in the Final Closure Plan)  A clay cap was 
not required on the landfill and was never installed.  Although attempts were made to drill groundwater monitoring 
wells using state funds that were available at the time, there was no requirement to do so under WAC 173-301.  
These wells either hit bedrock or were dry. 
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