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Monitoring and Reporting in Compliance with 
the Industrial Stormwater General Permit 
 
Contaminated stormwater is the state’s 
largest source of urban water pollution. 
Contaminated industrial stormwater runoff 
may contain oil, grease, silt, toxic metals, 
and other pollutants that are bad for fish 
and other aquatic life. Toxic chemicals in 
untreated industrial stormwater can get into 
the food chain. 
 
There are approximately 1,200 industrial 
facilities around the state that are covered 
under the Industrial Stormwater General 
Permit (permit). The Department of 
Ecology (Ecology) is taking steps to  
improve compliance with the stormwater 
discharge monitoring and reporting 
requirements in the permit. 
 
The permit requires industrial facilities to sample their stormwater discharge and submit the 
results to Ecology on a discharge monitoring report (DMR).  The program has a current DMR 
submittal rate of approximately 75 percent. This means that about 300 out of 1,200 sites are not 
submitting their DMRs as the permit requires them to do.  
 
Why monitoring and reporting matters 

• Permittees who fail to sample their stormwater are missing an important feedback tool in 
their efforts to control stormwater pollution from their facility.  

• Failure to submit a DMR leaves Ecology with incomplete data and thus an incomplete 
picture of the stormwater pollution entering our lakes, rivers, and streams. With no DMR, 
Ecology has no assurance that a facility is protecting water quality. 

• Complying with sampling and reporting requirements costs permittees time, effort, and 
money. If one permittee is spending time and money to comply, it isn’t fair if competitors 
are not.  
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Special accommodations: 

To ask about the availability of this document in a version for the visually impaired, call the Water Quality 
Program at 360-407-6401. Persons with hearing loss, call 711 for Washington Relay Service.  Persons with a 
speech disability, call 877-833-6341. 

 
 
 
 

Noncompliance response 
Ecology started sending non-compliance letters in June to permittees who failed to submit a first 
quarter DMR (due May 15, 2010).  Facilities who fail to respond to the non-compliance letters, 
can expect Ecology to respond with scaled up compliance efforts—including penalties. 
 
Why is complying with the Industrial Stormwater General Permit important? 
The Puget Sound and many of our streams, rivers, and lakes are harmed by stormwater pollution. 
Stormwater is the leading contributor to water quality pollution of urban waterways in 
Washington. 
 
For example, copper and zinc, commonly found in industrial runoff, are harmful to salmon and 
other aquatic life, even at relatively low concentrations.  
 
Humans may also be exposed to industrial stormwater pollution when swimming or by eating 
contaminated fish and shellfish.  The Industrial Stormwater General Permit is an important tool to 
protect water quality in Puget Sound and in Washington’s lakes, streams, and rivers.  
 
More information 
Industrial Stormwater General Permit: 
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/industrial/index.html  
 
Contact:  
Charles Gilman 
360-407-6437 
charles.gilman@ecy.wa.gov 
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