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WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY, WASTE 2 RESOURCES PROGRAM NEWSLETTER

NEw EMAIL VEHICLE RENEWAL NOTICES WILL SAVE TIME & MONEY
ADAPTED AND PUBLISHED WITH PERMISSION FROM BRAD BENFIELD, DOL

Vehicle owners in Washington now have o
the opportunity to save themselves time
and help save money and the environ-
ment by signing up to receive their vehi-
cle renewal notices via email. You can
sign up for email renewal notices through
the Department of Licensing (DOL) web-
site at www.dol.wa.gov, when renewing
tabs online or at a neighborhood vehicle

licensing office.

Email renewal notices provide all of the
information on a traditional paper re-
newal notice. They also have a direct link
to DOL's online vehicle tab renewal sys-
tem. Using the link to the online renewal
system, you can have new tabs ordered

2,000 reams of paper and 2 million
envelopes.

Approximately $500,000 in printing
and mailing costs.

As with paper renewal notices, vehicle
owners signing up for the new service
will receive their email renewal notice
about a month before their tabs expire.

You also don’t have to worry about not

and on their way within minutes of re-

ceiving the notice.

As more and more peo-
ple become accustomed
to receiving bills and
bank statements over the
Internet, the agency is
hoping people embrace
email renewal notices. If
our customers who
regularly use the Inter-
net to renew their tabs
sign up for email re-
newal, DOL would
avoid printing 1 million
notices over the next
year. This would save:

getting a renewal notice if you change
your email address and forget to tell us.
DOL will try several times to send an
email renewal notice. If DOL can’t
reach you, we will send a traditional
Ppaper notice.
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DOC Avoibs Costs BY HAVING OFFENDERS REPAIR USED MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
ADAPTED AND PUBLISHED WITH PERMISSION FROM CHAD LEWIS, DOC

A new Medical
Equipment Re-
pair Program
that repairs and
refurbishes
medical equip-
ment in prisons
is expected to
save the Depart-
ment of Correc-
tions tens of
thousands of
dollars each
year. After only
two months the
agency already
has saved more
than $7,500 by
having offenders
repair wheel-
chairs, gurneys,
hospital beds
and walkers.

“Medical equip-
ment is usually
some of the most
expensive equip-
ment there is in a

Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Corrections, Eldon
Vail, says the Medical
Equipment Repair Program
is part of the agency’s
broader effort to make
DOC’s facilities and opera-
tions more sustainable.

“We're taking materials
that otherwise would be
taken to landfills and re-
using them,” Vail said.
“That’s good for the envi-
ronment and it reduces our
costs. This is exactly the
type of innovation we're
looking for.”

prison,” said Sustainability Coordinator Julie Van-
neste, a co-manager of the new program. “We're
always looking for ways to reduce replacement
costs, and this is a huge one.”

Mark Livingston, who purchases medical equip-

ment for Monroe Correctional Complex, read on the

agency’s internal web site about how offenders at
Stafford Creek Corrections Center refurbish old bi-

cycles and donate them to children. He noticed how
much DOC was paying for new medical equipment

- $4,000 hospital beds, $2,500 ambulance gurneys,
$1,000 wheelchairs - and wondered if they could
have offenders repair that, too.

“Companies that repair medical equipment some-
times charge up to $100 per hour, so it was usually
less expensive to just purchase new equipment,”

Livingston said. “But we're in the middle of a finan-
cial crisis, so I wanted to maybe find some way to re

-use what we had.”

The program faced significant roadblocks. None of
DOC’s prisons had any of the necessary supplies,
equipment and expertise needed to repair wheel-
chairs, hospital beds and gurneys. Fortunately, Van-
neste found a key supporter at Monroe Correctional
Complex and a community partner in Bellevue.

Scott Frakes, Superintendent at Monroe Correctional
Complex, was looking for opportunities for offend-
ers to remain productive after the Department of
Natural Resources scaled back its wildfire crews
due to budget reductions. He also helped establish
the bicycle restoration program Livingston read
about and saw similar benefits.

“I figured this was a great opportunity to reduce
our costs and keep offenders active,” said Frakes,
who approved establishing the program at the Com-
plex’s Minimum Security Unit. “I was all for it.”

Bridge Disability Ministries in Bellevue trained of-
fenders how to repair medical equipment and pro-
vided DOC with some supplies and equipment to
launch the program.

(Continued on next page.)

Offenders at Monroe Correctional Complex re-
pair wheelchairs that otherwise would be taken to
local landfills.
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DOC (CONTINUED.)

The Medical Equipment Repair Program started just
after Christmas with three pallets and three boxes of
discarded wheelchairs and parts gathered from DOC
facilities across the state. Offenders quickly built
seven wheelchairs that are now used at Washington
Corrections Center for Women, Mission Creek Cor-
rections Center for Women and Monroe Correctional
Complex.

Livingston, who first recommended the program,
estimates it already has saved Monroe Correctional
Complex about $4,000 in replacement and repair
costs.

“I dropped off a broken wheelchair at the Minimum
Security Unit on a Monday, and by Wednesday after-
noon they showed me a wheelchair that looked new,
clean and polished,” he said. “They replaced the bro-
ken cross-member with one from another wheelchair
that would have been thrown away.”

Secretary Eldon Vail says the Medical Equipment
Repair Program is part of the agency’s broader effort

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

to make DOC’s facilities and operations more sus-
tainable.

“We're taking materials that otherwise would be
taken to landfills and re-using them,” Vail said.
“That’s good for the environment and it reduces our
costs. This is exactly the type of innovation we're
looking for.”

-May 23-26, 2010, Washington State Recycling Association’s 30th Annual Conference and Trade Show
will be held in Vancouver, WA. To learn more, visit the website at www.wsra.net/.

-May 25-27, 2010, Recycling Council of British Columbia Annual Zero Waste Conference will be held in
Whistler, British Columbia. To learn more, visit the website at www.rcbe.bc.ca.

-May 28-30, 2010, Renewable Energy Roundup & Art Show will be held in Ellensburg, WA. To learn more,

or visit the website at www.renewableroundup.org/.

-June 5, 2010, Union County Solar Day will be held in La Grande, OR. To learn more, visit the website at

http:/ /oregonrural.org/.

-June 5-6, 2010, Seattle Green Festival will be held in Seattle, WA. To learn more, visit the website at

www.greenfestivals.org/seattle.

-June 7-10, 2010, Northwest Hazardous Materials Management Conference for Household and Small
Business Program will be held in Troutdale, OR. To learn more, visit their website at www.nahmma.org/

displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=18.

-June 17-19, 2010, Association of Oregon Recyclers Conference will be held in Salem, OR. To learn more,

visit the website at www.aorr.org/conference.html.

-June 23-25, 2010, Concentrated Solar Power Summit USA will be held in San Francisco, CA. To learn
more, visit the website at http://www.csptoday.com/usa2010/.

-July 26-30, 2010, National NAHMMA 25th Annual Conference will be held in St. Petersburg, FL. To learn
more, visit the website at www.nahmma.org/displayconvention.cfm.
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TIRE PROGRAM FUNDING APPLICATIONS FOR LOCAL USE

NoOwW BEING ACCEPTED

Since 2007, Ecology’s Tire Program cleanup efforts
removed nearly 53,000 tons of tires from 175 sites
across the state at a cost of $9 million. The 2009 leg-

Lewis County flood tires, January 2009.

islature passed a bill transferring most of the tire
fee to the Washington State Department of Trans-
portation for road maintenance. In 2010, $200,000
remains in Ecology’s Tire Program budget for en-
forcement, prevention, outreach, education and
amnesty efforts. These funds are offered for local
use (public entities). Tire Program funding applica-

tions will be accepted through the end of May 2010.

If this program is successful, Ecology will allocate
more public funding in the next biennium (starting
in July 2011). Funds will be disbursed using inter-
agency agreements.

Who can apply?

e Local government: public works, health
district, code enforcement, cities.

e  Other public entities: law enforcement,
tribal agencies, mosquito control districts,
fire districts, conservation districts, univer-
sities and colleges.

What efforts are eligible for funding?

e Education on proper waste tire manage-
ment.

e Enforcement of tire regulations.
e Tire amnesty efforts.
What is funded?

e  Staff time to coordinate efforts or pursue
enforcement.

e Education, outreach, and advertising .

e Disposal or recycling costs for tire am-
nesty efforts.

How to apply: Call or email Kara Steward at 360-
407-6250 or kara.steward@ecy.wa.cov. Tire Pro-

gram funding applications will be accepted
through the end of May 2010. Allocation of funds
will start in June 2010.

Jefferson County amnesty event, November 2008.
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SEA-TAC TO GROW RECYCLING RATE

ADAPTED AND PUBLISHED WITH PERMISSION FROM PORT OF SEATTLE

Scientific American magazine reported Sea -Tac Air-
port as one of the airports saving the most money
through recycling. Sea-Tac recently set a goal to
boost its recycling rate even more in the next five
years.

Currently, Sea-Tac Airport recycles 23 percent of its
waste (trash) per year. By reducing the amount of
trash going to landfills, the airport saves about
$180,000 annually. The latest target is to increase the
airport recycling rate to 50 percent.

To help accomplish this goal, the Port of Seattle is
expanding the Sea-Tac recycling program to the air-
field. The Port is installing six sets of large-capacity
trash and recycling compactors on the ramp to han-
dle recyclable and non-recyclable material from air-
craft, ground support and other ramp operations.
All six are expected to be in place by early 2010. The
new compactor locations are outside the following
gates: A-10, B-4, C-1, D-11, N-6 and S-16.

An electronic key system will record usage by each

tenant. Compactors will have sensors that monitor
capacity and signal when they need to be emptied.
There will be a fee for trash disposal but not for re-
cycling.

This program has added benefits. By having com-
pactors, the airport will reduce the number of trucks
hauling trash. This is expected to improve ramp
safety; and reduce emissions, fuel consumption and
transportation costs. In contrast to open-top dump-
sters, the compactors will have doors that close auto-
matically to reduce debris and wildlife attractants on
the airfield.

Sea-Tac Airport already recycles 880 tons of
mixed paper, cardboard, aluminum cans
and plastic and 140 tons of glass per year.
About 145 tons of organic food waste and
coffee grounds are composted.

WSDOT’S ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY PROGRAM

Washington Department of
Transportation (WSDOT) is try-
ing innovative ways to get more
individuals/businesses in-
volved in the Adopt-a-Highway
program to help keep our road-
sides clean. Due to budget cuts
affecting litter programs in state
agencies, the Department has
had to find ways to reach more people with less
money. An Adopt-a-Highway promotional video,
hosted by Grant Goodeve, is now available on our
Web page (www.wsdot.wa.gov/operations/
adoptahwy) and also on YouTube. The purpose of the

video is to educate individuals or groups that are in-
terested in learning more about the program.

Currently only 35% of state highway roadside is
“adopted.” WSDOT has about 1200 volunteer groups
and 150 sponsors (businesses that hire contractors to
pick up the litter for them). There is always a need for
more help to keep our roadsides clean.

In 2009 WSDOT had 133 new volunteer groups start
in the program and 25 businesses adopting out 41
sites. Volunteers turned in Activity Reports indicating
26,112 bags of litter were picked up and 20,796 hours
spent picking litter. Businesses had 8,970 bags of litter
picked up by contractors.  (Continued on next page.)
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WSDOT (CONTINUED.)

WSDOT is trying to increase the number of volun-
teers and sponsors by 25% or more in 2010. If you or ADOPT A
anyone you know would be interested in becoming HIGHWAY
part of the Adopt-a-Highway program you can check

out our web page at www.wsdot.wa.gov/ LITTER
operations/adoptahwy for more information about CONTROL
the program and a list of local coordinators to con-
tact. You may also call WSDOT directly at 360-705-
7866 for more information on Adopt-a-Highway.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERABLE PURCHASING?
SUBSCRIBE TO THE ECOLOGY GREEN PURCHASING LISTSERV

Each year, state and local governments in Washington have the opportunity to
leverage $4 billion in purchasing power to buy and use products and services
that:

= o Protect human health
e Boost energy and water efficiency

e Reduce or eliminate toxic chemicals

o Create less waste
e Support markets for green products and green jobs

e Save money through increased product life, fewer health and safety claims, and lower maintenance and
disposal costs

To keep track of what's happening with Environmentally Preferable Purchasing in Washington State, sub-
scribe to the Washington State Department of Ecology Green Purchasing Listserv. This list will keep you up
to date with state and local government efforts to buy green products and services. You will receive periodic
emails about training opportunities, additions to the Ecology EPP website, and legislative updates.

To subscribe to this service, please visit: http:/ /
listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/ wa? AO=ECOLOGY-GREEN-
PURCHASING.

Institutional purchasers - including fed-
eral agencies, state and local governments,
colleges and universities, and private

Also, be sure to check out Ecology’s EPP website at companies - represent tremendous pur-
http:/ /www.ecy.wa.gov/beyvondwaste/epp.html. You chasing power. State and local govern-
will find green product fact sheets, information on stan- [ 1o spend more than $400 billion, and
dards and certifications, and other resources to make colleges and universities spend more than

grrr?aeg ,I;?;:g?ziie;s;%_g;égi;hgi information call or $300 billion, on products and services
every year.

tina.simich@ecy.wa.gov.

Source: Responsible Purchasing Network
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GOVERNOR SIGNS BILLS TO PROTECT CITIZEN HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT
ADAPTED AND PUBLISHED WITH PERMISSION FROM CURT HART, DOE

Governor Chris Gregoire signed a package of "green"
legislation that will enhance the health of Washing-
ton citizens, communities and the environment, in-
cluding the first law in the nation to phase out cop-
per and other toxic metals in auto brake pads.

"There is nothing more important than the health of
our loved ones," Gregoire said. "This is significant
legislation that enhances protection from dangerous
toxic chemicals that harm both people, and the envi-
ronment. I'm proud to sign these bills — and remain
confident other states will follow our lead."

Senate Bill 6557 limits the amount of copper and
other toxic metals in vehicle brake pads. The limit on
copper will be set at 5 percent and go into effect in
2021. Ecology, with input from an expert advisory
committee, will evaluate alternatives before a more
stringent limit goes into effect. Copper in vehicle
brake pad dust is toxic to aquatic life, including
salmon. Brake pads are a significant source of cop-
per. Rainwater runoff washes brake pad dust from
roads into streams and rivers that flow into Puget
Sound.

Senate Bill 5543 requires that all mercury-containing
lights be recycled by Jan. 1, 2013. It won't be legal to
dispose of them in incinerators or landfills because of
their toxicity. Manufacturers of mercury lights will
finance and participate in a product stewardship pro-
gram, approved and contracted by the Department of
Ecology (Ecology). All producer-operated programs
must provide for safe and convenient collection and
recycling of mercury lights statewide. Mercury is a
highly toxic metal that doesn't break down easily
when released into the environment. It is taken up
through the food chain and can harm the brain,
heart, kidneys, lungs, and immune system of people
of all ages.

Bisphenol A (BPA) will be banned in food and bever-
age containers aimed at children under age three be-
ginning July 1, 2011, under Senate Bill 6248. In addi-
tion, no sports bottles may be made with BPA begin-
ning July 1, 2012. Metal cans with interior coatings
containing BPA are exempt. BPA is a chemical used
to harden plastic. Exposure causes potential repro-

ductive and developmental health effects, particu-
larly in newborns and infants.

Senate Bill 6373 clarifies greenhouse gas reporting
requirements and reduces the burden on businesses.
Ecology was directed by legislation passed in 2008 to
develop rules requiring the state's largest emitters of
greenhouse gases to report their emissions. The new
law simplifies and streamlines the process while en-
suring accurate, consistent reporting of data.

As a result of Senate Bill 6350, an interagency team
will provide recommendations about how to use ma-
rine spatial planning in Washington. Marine spatial
planning is a tool to support comprehensive deci-
sions for managing coastal and ocean environments.
The bill also sends an important signal to the federal
government about Washington's increased commit-
ment to the health of our marine waters, working in
coordination with federal, state and tribal govern-
ments, coastal communities and stakeholders.

Ecology Director Ted Sturdevant said, "Washington
continues to lead the nation in protecting our envi-
ronment for future generations. These bills show that
the products we use in our daily lives shouldn't, and
don't have to, also harm the environment, from baby
bottles to light bulbs to brake pads. We're taking an-
other step toward controlling the sources of pollution
so we don't have to clean them up once they get into
the environment.

"We're also getting a handle on greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and better understanding our marine waters so
we can grow and live alongside them without caus-
ing damage," he said.

On Wednesday, March 18, the Governor also signed
House Bill 1653, clearing up confusion about the rela-
tionship between environmentally critical areas and
shorelines reaching back to a 2003 law. The new law
makes it clear that local government critical area
regulations under the Growth Management Act will
apply within shoreline areas until an updated shore-
line master program is adopted under the Shoreline
Management Act.

Page 7 of 7




READ THIS NEWSLETTER ONLINE!

The Closed-Loop Scoop newsletter should not create waste. If you
would like to receive a copy of the newsletter via e-mail please send
email the editor with the subject line reading “Subscribe Closed-Loop
Scoop.” To make changes to our mailing list, please contact the editor.

GIVE Us THE ScoopP!

If you see news happening, or if you make news yourself, please let
us know. You can submit articles or notices to the editor by regular
mail or by email. We eagerly await your news.

Newsletter Editor: Christine Haun
Newsletter Assistant: Kathleen Scanlan

Dept. of Ecology
W2R
PO Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

The Washington Department
of Ecology is an equal

opportunity agency.

If you require this document
in an alternative format,
please call 360-407-6900.
Persons with hearing loss
can call 711 for Washington
Relay Service. Persons with a
speech disability can call
877-833-6341.

Printed on paper containing
25% hemp fiber and 75%
postconsumer waste, using

christine.haun@ecy.wa.gov vegetable-based ink.
360-407-6107
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