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Beyond Waste Plan 
 

Vision 

We can transition to a society where waste is 
viewed as inefficient, and where most wastes 
and toxic substances have been eliminated. 
This will contribute to economic, social, and 
environmental vitality. 

 

Plan Initiatives 

1. Moving Beyond Waste with Industries – 
Reducing hazardous waste and toxics 
from large businesses and facilities. 

2. Small Volume Hazardous Materials and 
Wastes – Reducing toxics from small 
businesses and households. 

3. Increasing Recycling for Organic Materials 
– Using landscaping debris, food waste, 
wood fibers, and crop residues. 

4. Making Green Building Practices 
Mainstream – Designing efficient buildings, 
conserving energy and water, reusing, and 
recycling materials. 

5. Measuring Progress Towards Beyond 
Waste – Determining what results indicate 
progress, improving ability to gather data. 

 

Plan Issues 

6. Current Hazardous Waste Systems Issues 
– Enhance pollution prevention planning 
and increase compliance with regulations. 

7. Current Solid Waste Systems Issues – 
Helping local governments plan for and 
finance Beyond Waste, increasing 
recycling, and managing disposal facilities. 

 

For more information 

Beyond Waste on the Web 
www.ecy.wa.gov/beyondwaste 

Beyond Waste Plan 2009 Update 

www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0907026.html 

Beyond Waste 2009 Progress Report 

www.ecy.wa.gov/beyondwaste/09_bw 
prog_front.html 

 

 

 
 

 

Beyond Waste Plan,  
Past, Present, and Future 
 

In 2009, the Washington Department of Ecology and 

stakeholders updated the 2004 Plan.  The 2009 Update 

incorporates progress already made.  It clarifies the roles 

of state and local government and reflects new directions 

and advances in technology.  This document provides an 

overview of the Beyond Waste Plan and update. 

 

Progress Highlighted in the 2009 Update 
 

 E-Cycle Washington, a manufacturer-funded 

program, takes back used computers, TVs, monitors, 

and laptops for recycling. 

 State law now requires all state-funded building 

projects to be built green. 

 Government is leading the way with composting 

programs, including at all Ecology offices.  

 More than 10,000 pounds of mercury have been kept 

out of the environment, thanks to the Mercury 

Chemical Action Plan. 

 Continued work on businesses reducing the amount 

of hazardous waste they produce by 50 percent. 

 

Roadmap to Eliminating Wastes & Toxics 
 

Whether it’s dangerous chemicals from industry or 

garbage from the kitchen can, waste and toxics pose 

problems. Where do we put it?  Can we reuse or recycle it?  

How can we protect people and the environment from its 

possible hazards?  Does what we do with waste affect 

climate change? 

 

In 2004, Ecology led an effort to find answers to these 

questions.  The result was the Beyond Waste Plan, a 30-

year “roadmap” for the state with the lofty vision of 

eliminating most wastes and toxic substances.  It is the 

combined statewide plan for managing solid and 

hazardous waste. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/beyondwaste
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0907026.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/beyondwaste/09_bw%20prog_front.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/beyondwaste/09_bw%20prog_front.html
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Focusing on Possible Pathways 

The plan is much more than just a long-term vision.  It focuses what could be an overwhelming universe 

of possible pathways into five priority areas, or Initiatives, and two Issue areas.  The planners chose these 

Initiatives because they represent large portions of our waste stream, they affect human health and the 

environment, and there is momentum and opportunity in these areas.  The two Issue areas recognize 

needed enhancements to the current waste management systems. 

 

Each Initiative and Issue area starts with goals of what Washington will look like in 2035.  The plan then 

describes the recommended actions needed in each area to reach that vision.  It sets specific five-year 

milestones to mark progress towards each action. 

 

Initiatives Reinforce Each Other 

The initiatives overlap and reinforce each other, creating a stronger whole from the parts.  For example, 

look at the Initiative “Making Green Building Practices Mainstream.”  Building green includes low-

impact design, which conserves water, energy, and the use of materials.  Low-impact landscaping uses 

compost for a natural partnership between ”Green Building” and the “Increasing Recycling for Organic 

Materials” Initiatives.  Using compost reduces the need for pesticides, which supports the “Reducing 

Small Volume Hazardous Materials and Wastes” Initiative. 

 

As green buildings increase, people have the chance to see for themselves how low impact design and 

operation works.  As they become more aware of low-impact and less hazardous products, they will demand 

more of them in the marketplace.  Manufacturers can respond by producing materials that use less toxic 

substances and produce less waste.  This supports the initiative “Moving Beyond Waste with Industries.” 

 

Realizing the Benefits of Beyond Waste 

As Washington moves toward Beyond Waste, we will benefit from making the most efficient use of our 

resources.  We can save money on garbage bills, landfills, and hazardous waste disposal.  We can benefit 

from the jobs that recycling and composting create.  We can better protect our environment and our health.  

And we can benefit from higher profits and our improved ability to compete in international markets. 

 

The biggest benefit is related to climate change.  Landfills create methane, a potent greenhouse gas.  

Reducing waste reduces the need for bigger and bigger landfills.  Using recycled instead of virgin 

materials cuts this even further, as manufacturing and transporting products create even more greenhouse 

gasses than disposal. 

 

Beyond Waste Key Principles 

 Create incentives and remove 

barriers. 

 Focus on waste prevention 

and design better products. 

 Use partnerships and pilot 

programs. 

 Realize economic benefits to 

not throwing away money. 

 Lead by example in 

government. 

 Build on synergies, 

momentum, and success. 

To ask about available formats for the visually impaired please call the Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program at 
360-407-6700.  Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service.  Persons with a speech disability can 
call 877-833-6341. 

 


