
Focus on 
Biosolids Management  
Rule Amendment 

from Ecology’s Solid Waste & Financial Assistance Program    
 

Background  

Chapter 173-308 WAC Biosolids Management was adopted on February 18, 1998, in accordance 
with Chapter 70.95J RCW.  The Washington state biosolids program establishes standards for 
managing biosolids. The program currently affects approximately 375 facilities in the state.  
The majority of them are publicly owned wastewater treatment plants, privately owned wastewater
treatment plants that treat only domestic sewage, and similar state and federal facilities, such as 
military bases, prisons, and parks.  

Proposed Amendments 

This rule making will propose amendments to: 

• Improve the biosolids permitting process 
• Address inconsistencies in septage management requirements 
• Create a more complete and equitable program implementation fee 
• Clarify previous rule interpretations and policy decisions 
• Correct inconsistencies between the biosolids rule and the biosolids general permit. 

 
Amendments will also address “general housekeeping” issues such as providing clarifications 
and making formatting changes.  

Public Involvement 

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) has developed information and ways to inform the public 
about this rule amendment.  Ecology regularly updates a Web page, 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/biosolids/ruleDev.html, with information on rule 
activities.  In addition, if you provide your name and address, Ecology will add you to an 
electronic mailing list and e-mail you information about rule activities.  (To get on Ecology’s 
electronic mailing list, visit http://listserv.wa.gov/archives/308-biosolids-rule-
development.html.) 
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Public Hearing 

A public hearing is where you can submit your formal written or verbal “testimony.” Comments 
you give at a public hearing become part of the official record (Concise Explanatory Statement) 
required by the Administrative Procedures Act (RCW 34.05).  There will be two public hearings for 
this rule. 

Public Hearings Date and Time 
Ecology Headquarters Building            
300 Desmond Drive SE                 
Lacey, Washington 

February 27, 2007                 
Beginning at 6:00 PM 

Big Bend Community College 
7662 Chanute St. NE 
Moses Lake, Washington 
Room 1870D 

March 1, 2007                    
Beginning at 6:00 PM 

Formal Comment Period 
Ecology will accept formal comments on the proposed amendments until 5 p.m., March 8, 2007.   

• Electronic Comment Form.  You may electronically submit your comments on this rule 
amendment.  Please visit http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/biosolids/rul_comments.html  
to complete the electronic comment form for this rule.   

 

• Email or US Mail.  You can send comments by Email or US Mail to: 

Daniel Thompson, Statewide Biosolids Coordinator 
Department of Ecology-Solid Waste & Financial Assistance Program 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
E-mail:  dtho461@ecy.wa.gov

Ecology’s Response to Comments 

Anyone who provides comments, during the formal comment period, is entitled to a copy of the 
Concise Explanatory Statement. You will be able to find your name listed in this document’s index.  
The index will tell you where in the document Ecology responded to your comments.  

More Information 
Contact Daniel Thompson at dtho461@ecy.wa.gov or (360) 407-6108.   

• Chapter 173-308 WAC, Biosolids Management 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-308 

• Rule amendment documents                                                                     
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/activity/wac173308.html 

• Rule milestones and timeline                 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/biosolids/ruleDev.html 

If you need this publication in another format, please call the Solid Waste & Financial Assistance Program at 
(360) 407-6900.  Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service.  Persons with a 

speech disability can call 877-833-6341. 
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