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Excellent response earns drill waiver

P%Ber Mill Spill Proves Value of Plans

isthevaueof spill
contingency and spill responseplans?
It'saquestion often debated by spill
repondersand contingency plan-
ners. Aretheplansactudly used
duringared pill or dothey just Sit
ontheshdf?How canyouplanfor
every contingency whenesch il is
different?

Red-lifeevents, however, can
show that those* sedldom-used” plans
required by law may play amore
important rolethanfirst beieved. Just
ask the Port Townsend Paper
Company in Port Townsend, WA.
On September 10, the Port
Townsend Paper Mill had a600
gdlonspill of reprocessedfud ail. A
portion of thisspill reached theweter
a Port Townsend Bay, triggering the
mill toactivatetheir Oil Spill Contin-
gency Plan. But duetogood planning
and quick, well-coordinated work,
themill personnd wereableto
prevent sgnificant environmenta
damege. Infact, themill’ sresponse
went sowell thet Ecology has
walved afuturerequired drill.

Al Gould, whomaintainsthe
mill’'sContingency Plancommented,
“...thisC-Planandtraining effortsby
Ecology andthemill personnd redlly
paidoff during thisspill. Weactualy
knew what to do and it worked.
That makesmefed good.”

A mill employeencticedail in
thewater ontheeast shoreof thesite

debriefinglater, Danner saidthe
notificationswent quickly because
“...Ifollowedtheplan. Themgor

at gpproximately 0620. He con-
tacted hissupervisor whoimmedi-
ady cdledthemill foreman, who

dertedtheemergency responseteam  problemwasgtaying onthelineto
overthemill radio. Theemergency answer dl of thequestionswhenl
responseteam began deploying know | haveother notification callsto
absorbent boom at approximately meke”
0700. By 0810 mill personnel had Employeesrespondedtothis
deployed anadditiond 1000feetof  spill asthey practicedintheir annud
hard curtainboom. drills Thesedrillshavetriggered

By 0800, Ed Danner, themill’s  much of thedebateonthevaueof
Incident Commander, had natified thegtate srequired planning process.
theresponsecontractorsandfederal,  Contingency plannersingst thet

gateandloca agencies. Inthespill

Ecology Honors SeaRiver

See PLANS, page 2

SeaRiver Maritime Inc. isthe first company to receive the Washington's
Exceptional Compliance Program (ECOPRO) award for excellence in tank vessel
safety and environmental stewardship. Shown here are (I to r) Captain Tom Hill,
SeaRiver, Ecology Director Tom Fitzsimmons, SeaRiver President Gus Elmer, and
Captain I. A. (John) Karakoulakis, SeaRiver. The company exceeded
Washington’s Best Achievable Protection standards for tankersin 30 of 31
categories.
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PLANS, continued from page 1

draftinganail saill contingency plan,
and holding frequent drillstotest the
plan, hdpsafacility tobebetter
preparedif aspill occurs. Facilities
often counter by sayingthecost of
thedrillsoutweighthebenefit. They
say thedrillsarehypothetica Stua-
tionsand hold novauewhenevery-
oneknowswhat ishappeningandis
play-actingjust toget thedrill over.

EricHanitz, heed of Ecology’s
response unit for southwest Wash-
ington, said that severd yearsago
thiswastheattitudeof Port
Townsend Paper Company. “The
initid drillsandthefirg Contingency
Plan prepared by themill wereless
than adequate, Heinitzsaid. “ 1t took
aseriesof meetingsandfailingto
passadrill for thecompany toredize
the stateisseriousabout these
requirements”

Duringthelast twoyears, Port
Townsend Paper Mill worked hard
tobringitsdf uptopassngleves.
They hired aconsultant and contrac-
tor tohdp planthar next drill, and
brought in Ecology saff toheptrain
personnd on Incident Command. As
aresult, they passedtheir drill last
year. Theredl test of their prepared-
nesscamewiththeactud spill.

After notificationswent out, the
mill’ sresponsepersonnd quickly
designated aCommand Center, and
established an Incident Command
Sygemfor management. Heinitzwas
Ecology’ sOn-Scene Coordinator for
thespill response. “ Everyoneknew
theirroles” herecdledlater. “When
| entered the Command Post at the
mill a gpproximately 1000that
morning | wasableto quickly assess
theactionsthemill wastakingto
respondtothisspill. All thelncident
Commandformswerecorrectly filled
out and posted for everyoneto see.
Therewasagood map of thespill
areaand drawing of theactionstaken
and resourceson scene.”

Aninddent commeand briefing
washdda 1100 andaUnified
Commandwasestablishedwith
Ecology, Coast Guard and Port
Townsend Paper Co. involved. Then
aset of Incident Objectiveswas
produced and the Planning section
darted to develop thefirgt Incident
Action Planfor thenext 24 hoursof
cleanup. A draft pressreleasewas
adsowritten.

Thekey playersmetagan
September 21 to debrief about the
responseand discusspossble

Around the Program

Rule-making: The Spills
Programwill focusontworule-
making activitiesin 2000. Weare
beginning the process of amending
therulesfor facility and vessd ail
spill contingency plans(Ch. 173-
181WAC and Ch. 317-10 WAC).
Theseruleswere adopted in 1991
and 1993. They need to be up-
dated to reflect thelessonslearned
fromthefirgt full cycleof plan
review and approval, and oil spill
responsedrills. Also, theNorth
Puget Sound Risk Management
Plan being devel oped by the Coast
Guard/Ecology panel may include

recommendationsfor staterule-
making. If it does, wewant to be
prepared to moveforward quickly
on thoserecommendeations.

Comingsand Goings: John
Jenicek, supervisor of the Colum-
biaRiver Field Officein Portland,
Oregon, hasleft state serviceto
work for Royal Caribbean Cruise
Lines. Heisan operations manager
basedinFlorida

Joe Subsits facility preven-
tionplan reviewer at Headquarters
office, hasmoved on to theWash-
ington Utilitiesand Trade Commis-
son, whereheworkswith pipelines.

improvements Thedebriefingis
another requirement of the Contin-
gency Planand Incident Command
System. Onelessonlearned wasthat
thesmdl skiff wastoosmdl to
handlethelarger containment boom,
something Ecology hascommented
onduringseverd deployment drills
Two daysbeforethisspill, Port
Townsend Paper Co. held aboom
deployment drill whichwentwell and
they werescheduledtohavea
tabletop exerciselater that month.
After sseingtheorganizationand
effort putinto thisresponse, Ecology
gave Port Townsend Paper Mill
creditfor ther tabletop exercise,

hel ping them meet both the Federa
and Statemandatory drill require-
ments. Therequired tabletop exer-
cisefor thisyear waswaived.
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Spill Sceneis published by the
Washington Sate Department of
Ecology to provide information on
0il and hazardous substance spill
prevention, preparedness and
response. We welcome your
commentsand questions. Call (360)
407-7211 or write: Editor, Spill Scene
Department of Ecology, Spills
Program, PO. Box 47701, Olympia,
WA 98504-7701.

Editor: Mariann Cook Andrews
(e-mail: maco461@ecy.wa.gov)
Subscriptions: Ter esaHedblum
(e-mail: thed461@ecy.wa.gov)

Contributors; EricHeinitz, Laura
Sratton, Joan Pelley, San Norman

Ecology is an equa opportunity
agency. If you have special
accomodation needs, please contact
the SpillsProgram at (360) 407-7455
(Voice) or (360) 407-6006 (TDD).
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NRDA DoIIars Buy Prlstlne Habitat

Theedgrassbedsof Fidalgo
Bay innorth Puget Sound will
shelter and feed herring and baby
Dungenesscrab for yearsto come,
thanksto aconservation easement
paidfor by the Coastal Protection
Fund.

The450 acresof pristine
intertidal land in southern Fidalgo
Bay, southeast of Anacortes, WA,
issomeof themost productive
habitat inthearea, according to
DaeDavis. Davishdpsrun
Ecology’sNatural Resource
DamageA ssessment program.

“It'snot really worth much
commercialy unlessit were
dredged, but asanatural resource,
ithasredly highvaue,” Davissaid.
“It'saredly valuable, high qudity
natural habitat, and there'snot very
much of that left.” Hesaid there
has been extensive sampling done
inthe Bay showingthat itisan
uncontaminated areg, fill hedlthy,

Eelgrass provides some of the richest
living space for marine life in Puget
Sound.

and avital resource.
Asanintertidal area, Fidalgo
Bay isflooded at hightide, but
when thetide goes out much of the
bay empties, exposing milesof mud
flats. Thisalowslargeedlgrass
meadowsto grow. The eelgrass
meadows are used asanursery by
salmon, crab, surf smelt, and
herring. Theworms, shrimp, crab
and other tiny “critters’ that make

their homeintheedgrassinturn
providefood for larger fish, eagles
and shorebirds, including anearby
great blue heron rookery.

The Coastal Protection Fund,
which provided $275,000 to
purchasethe property, comesfrom
resource damage assessmentsand
pendtiesfor ail spillsto marine
waters. TheFundisalso used to
restore habitat that haseither been
damaged directly by aspill or
otherwise degraded. While habitat
restorationisvauable, Davissees
theFidalgo Bay land purchaseas
even moreworthy.

“Whenwecan actualy
purchase property and protect it
forever, it sabetter use of the
dollars,” hesaid. Much of the
money for the Fidalgo Bay pur-
chase camefrom the damage
assessment from the 1994
CROWLEY 101 bargeail spill off
the San Juan 19l ands.

Pipeline Explosion Update

OnJune 10, 1999, an Olym-
pic PipeLine Co. underground
piperupturedin Bellingham,
eventually dumping about 280,000
gdlonsof fud into Whatcom
Creek. Withinafew hours, aspark
ignited thespill, turning nearly two
milesof Whatcom Creek intoa
corridor of firethat killed three
youth and devastated much of
Whatcom Fallspark.

Thefireand resulting damage
killed an estimated 10,000fishin
Whatcom Creek, along with
lamprey, birds, insectsand other
wildlife. Thecauseof therupture
and spill istill under investigation.

Sincetheexplosion, Ecology
hasoverseen and beeninvolvedin

virtualy every aspect of emergency

spill response, cleanup and creek
restoration. On December 18, the
Joint Oversight Committee (Ecol-
ogy, EPA, City of Bdllinghamand
Olympic PipeLineCo.) concluded
theofficia emergency response
phaseof the cleanup. During the
last sx months:

é About 1,000 gallonsof fuel
has been recovered.

é About 6,500 cubicyards
of contaminated soil hasbeen
removed and replaced.

é Thousandsof feet of PVC
pipeand 16 underground vapor
extractionwelshavebeeningalled
to continue product venting.

¢ Falentreeswereplaced
along creek banks. The banks
were hydromulched to prevent

erosionand stabilizegravel inthe
stream.

¢ By October, grasses, ferns
and sala weremaking acome-
back, whileinvasveplantslike
Canadian thistleand reed canary
grassarebeing removed.

é Tressintheburnzonewill
be monitored through spring 2000
to determinewhich scorched trees
will recover —many mapleshave
already sprouted new growth.

¢ About 30 new salmon
spawning poolshave been built,
along with new creek meanders
and ingtdlation of largewoody
debris.

¢ Nearly 6,000 |bs. of metal
debriswas pulled out of the creek
during cleanup.
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Upcoming Events

Ecology welcomes
submittals of
notices of public
events related to

‘/
oil and hazardous

substance spill

prevention, preparednessand
response. Ecology reservesthe
right to select events for publica-
tion. Please contact Mariann

Cook Andrews at (360) 407-7211

(e-mail: maco461@ecy.wa.gov)
for more information regarding
submittal deadlines.

February9—10a.m.

Puget Sound Marine Comm.

Port of Seattle Bldg.

Seattle, WA

Contact; Dave Schneidler, (206) 728-3523

February 10—9a.m.

Washington Pilotage Commission
2911 Second Ave., Level B Conf. Rm.
Seattle, WA

Contact: Peggy Larson, (206) 515-3904

February 17-18

North Puget Sound Risk Mgmt. Panel
Ecology Headquarters, Auditorium
Lacey, WA

Contact: Jon Nedl, (360) 407-6905

March 3

Olympic Coast National Marine
Sanctuary Advisory Council

TBA

Contact: Nancy Beres, (360) 457-6622

March8--9am.

Resource Damage A ssessment Comm.
Ecology HeadquartersBldg., ROA-36
Lacey, WA

Contact: DaleDavis, (360) 407-6972

March9-9am.

Washington Pilotage Commission
2911 Second Ave,, Level B Conf. Rm.
Seattle, WA

Contact: Peggy Larson, (206) 515-3904

March 15-16

North Puget Sound Risk Mgmt. Panel
NOAA

Seattle, WA

Contact: Jon Ned, (360) 407-6905

April5-10am.

Puget Sound Marine Comm.

Port of Seattle Bldg.

Seattle, WA

Contact: Dave Schneidler, (206) 728-3523

April 13—9am.

Washington Pilotage Commission
2911 Second Ave,, Level B Conf. Rm.
Seattle, WA

Contact: Peggy Larson, (206) 515-3904
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