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New Flexibility for Small Quantity Generators

New changes to the Dangerous Waste
Regulations are aimed at providing
small quantity generators with the
flexibility to select the most cost-
effective way to safely manage their

wastes. Ecology has increased the on-

site waste accumulation limit and has
identified Best Management Practices
for the on-site management of small
quantity generator wastes.

Accumulation Limits

Businesses may now accumulate up
to the equivalent of four drums of
dangerous waste at their site and still
retain their status as small quantity
generators. Under the old regulations,
small quantity generators could not
generate or accumulate on-site more
than 220 pounds - about one half of a
55-gallon drum - of dangefous waste
per month. To maintain small quan-
tity generator status, some businesses
had to frequently dispose of small.
amounts of waste. This usually .

resulted in a high per unit cost. Now,
small quantity generators can accu-
mulate up to 2200 pounds - about
four 55-gallon drums - of dangerous
waste on-site, but must stay under the
monthly generation 11m1t of 220
pounds.

The rule change allows small
quantity generators to take advantage
of the savings formerly afforded to
those generators transporting large
loads of waste. Small quantity
generators can transport up to 2200
pounds of accumulated waste off-site
at one time if no more than 220
pounds of the waste was generated in
any one month,

Waste Management

Since small quantity generators can
accumulate more waste on-site, they
must ensure that their wastes do not
threaten public health or the environ-
ment. The updated regulations make
generators responsible for selecting
protective on-site
management practices
that best fit the unique
characteristics of their
site. Businesses must
consider site specific
concerns, such as
waste type, container
size, available storage
area, and their ability
to store waste safely.
Generators can fulfill
their responsibility by

Ronnie Walker, painter and
Hazardous Waste Manager,
and Greg Glunt, Vice

" President of Auto Tech in
Tacoma, were pleased to hear
the new regulations will allow
them more flexibility and may
save them money.

following good housekeeping prac-

tices. Ecology recommends the -

following Best Managment Practices
for safe management of dangerous
waste:

v Keep wastes in containers that are
in good condition.

#Make sure that labels identify the
contents of the container and list
any major risks the wasté poses to
employees, emergency 1esponse
personnel and the public.

¢ Avoid spills by keeping containers
closed except when adding or
removing waste.

¢’Maintain containers so they do not
leak, rupture or tip over when being
opened, handled or stored.

¢'Use secondary containment for
containers of liquid waste.

¢Keep volumes of accumulated
waste low by properly recycling
and routinely disposing of waste.
Ecology does not expect every

small quantity generator to accumu-

late the maximum amount of danger-
ous waste. Each business will need to
find the accumulation quantity and
time frame that works best for them.

Turn to the Questions and Answers
section on page 4 for information on
the lawsuit challenging these changes
to the regulatxons '
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Answérs to Questions about Recycling Credits

Many generators recycle some

- wastes off-site. “Recycling credits”
are earned for this type of recycling.
Here is some important information
to help you get every recycling
credit you earn.

¢ What do recycling credits do?

Recycling credits are credits that
can be used as a discount to the
amount of waste you annually
report. The amount of waste
annually reported determines if you
are subject to the requirements of
pollution prevention planning and
fees. You can only get recycling
credits when waste is sent off-site
forrecycling. v

For example, if you report
manifesting 100 pounds of solvent
with a 95% recycling credit, 95 -
pounds are “discounted” and only 5
pounds are counted towards plan-
ning and fees. .
¢’ Is documentation required?

Yes. You must attach all docu-
mentation of the credits you are
claiming for that calendar year of
the Annual Report. You do not have
to keep recycling credit documenta-
tion in your site record retention
files. '

And, yes, that is the opposite of
our instructions to you for manifest
copies. DO NOT attach manifests.
to your Annual Report. Keep them
in your site’s hazardous waste files.
4 ¥)o they affect my generator

status? o

i

- recycling?

No. Recycling credits only reduce the
amount of waste counted to determine
your pollution prevention planning
status and calculate the planning fee.
¢ Is there credit for on-site

No. Credit is only for waste mani-
fested to a treatment, storage, disposal
or recycling facility (TSDR) for recla-
mation. On-site recycling isn’t counted .

For example, if you recycle your
solvent on-site, itis not counted for
planning status. The count begins with
the manifested filters and still bottoms.
That total may then be reduced by
recycling credits.

+ How do I know if I am entitled to
a credit and how do I get it?

Contact your TSDR to find out; then
request written documentation. Many
TSDRs routinely furnish this informa-
tion on an annual recap report to their
individual customers. You may also
receive a separate notification of any
entitled credits. Either will provide
enough documentation to attach to your
annual report. '
¢ Do all TSDRs give the same
credits?

No. You will need to check with each
TSDR that you used during the year for
that year’s recycling credit. Not all
waste streams are eligible for credits
and not all TSDRs choose to use
reclamation processes. ‘
¢ Can recycling credits change from
one year to the next? -

Yes. They can vary from one year to
the next even for the exact same waste

strearn. Credit is based on the portion
of a stream that is reclaimed for
immediate reuse for the same or like
product. -

Using the solvent example, if your
TSDR has a guaranteed market, the

" credit will be fairly stable. If the.

demand for recovered solvent falls,
the credit amount will fall too.
¢ Will you accept 100% credit?

No. Reclamation and recycling
processes recover only a part of
incoming waste streams. The portion
of the waste stream that must be
disposed is not eligible for credit.

Credit is based on the amount of
product recovered, not the amount of
waste sent for recycling.
¢ Do I need any special forms?

No. Each TSDR can supply your
written documentation in any format
they choose. Report your credits on
the Annual Dangerous Waste Report.
¢ What if I can’t get
documentation in time to meet
the March 1 reporting deadline?

If you have difficulty getting the
required documentation from your
TSDR, notify Holly Sullivan (360)
407-6733.
¢ What if I find I was entitled to
recycling credits after I've

submitted my annual report?

Contact Holly Sullivan (360) 407-
6733. Recycling creditamendments
can be accepted until December 31 of
the year the report is due.

Environmental Equity

A statewide study on environmental -
equity was completed at the request of
the 1994 Legislature. The study looked -
at the distribution of 889 facilities and
contaminated sites throughout Washing-
ton. Ecology looked at where these  ~
facilities are located and where toxic-

releases have occurred. This information
was compared to the number of minority

or low-income people living in the area.
Statewide, the data show that low-

income and minority communiti€s have

a large number of the facilities located

1

in their area, compared to communi-
ties with different populations.
Communities of low-income residents
have more facilities nearby than are
located near minority communities.

- Facility location and chemical releases

varied between counties.”
Call John Ridgway at the Hazard-
ous Substance Information Office at

_ (800) 633-758S, or, at (360) 407

6713 if you have questions about the
study, or to receive a copy of the final
report and supplemental atlas.
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Inventory Repor’fcs |
Due March 1, 1996

Businesses that store hazardous
chemicals must report annually to
state and local governments under the
federal Emergency Planning and
Community Right-to-Know Act.
Ecology staff recently sent out Tier
Two Reporting Packets to nearly
3500 previous reporters. Reports for
the 1995 reporting period are due
March 1, 1996.

Chemicals like gasoline and bagged
cement are reportable at 10,000
pounds. Chemicals such as ammonia
and chlorine are classified as Ex-
tremely Hazardous Substances and
are reportable at much lower thresh-
olds. Ammonia is reportable at 500,
and chlorine is reportable at 100
pounds. The reporting requirements
apply to the maximum amount of a
chemical on-site at any one time in
1995.

To find out if you should be report-
ing or to request a reporting packet, call
toll-free 1-800-633-7585 and press 1,
or (360) 407-6893. )

Tax Exemption for
Pollution Prevention

Pollution control equipment may now = .

be exempt from sales and use taxes. A
new law applies to equipment installed
and used in a manufacturing operation
to prevent air pollution, water pollu-
tion and contamination that-might
otherwise result from the manufactur-
ing operation. ,

Your manufacturing operation
might be eligible for this exemption
when you purchase new and replace-
ment machinery that will be directly
used in a manufacturing operation.
The exemption applies to installation,
labor and services.

For more information please
contact Richard Dittrich, Department
of Revenue, at (360) 786-6133, or 1-

- 800-647-7706.

Free Techniéal

Assistance Available

Toxics reduction specialists at
Ecology’s Northwest Regionaloffice
recently surveyed five hundred $35
Hazardous Waste Education Fee
payers. Ecology staff wanted to find
out why some companies have not used
ourfree technical assistance. It turns
out that eighty percent of the respon-
dents said they did not know Ecology
has anon-enforcement technical
assistance program! 7
All of the respondents who use
Ecology’s technical assistance are
satisfied. The surveyed businesses are
most eager to get answers to basic
compliance questions over the phone.
They also would like Ecology to
provide information on what other ;
companies are doing to reduce waste.
Most frequently, respondents ask for:-
¢ A number to call for technical
assistance.
¢/ Ecology to make sure everyone
follows the same environmental
rules.

¢ Ecology to provide more free orlow-
costrecycling services.

Toutilize Ecology’s non-enforcement
technical assistance program, call your
regional office and ask to speak to a
Toxics Reduction Specialist (phone
numbers are on page 4.)

You Deserve
Recognition

Apply for the Governors Award for
Outstanding Achievement in Pollu-
tion Prevention. Businesses with
outstanding achievements in pollution
prevention are encouraged to apply.
Applicants must demonstrate signifi-
cant accomplishments in reducing
pollutants at the source, and serve as
leaders in their community. Previously
recognized award recipients may
apply for continued excellence
awards. The application deadline has

not yet been set. For information and
an application call (360) 407-7472.
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I heard that Ecology was sued

over the recent changes to the
Dangerous Waste Regulations. Is
that true? \

Yes. A lawsuit has been filed

challenging the new regulations.
This may raise questions about
potential liability for businesses that
choose to manage wastes under the
newrules. - -

If Ecology loses the lawsuit, the
most likely scenario is that the new
rules will become invalid. The previ-
ous version of the rules (January 1994
version) would come back into effect
at that point. Generators would be
required to manage their waste under
the prior rules. Ecology believes that
any waste that was accepted at a solid

waste landfill under the amended rules

would still be considered properly
disposed under the dangerous waste
regulations.
Ecology will keep businesses
“informed of further developments so
they can plan accordingly. Of course,
businesses should seek advice from
their own counsel if they have con-
cerns about potential financial risks.
Contact your regional office for more
information.

What other changes are included
in the Dangerous Waste Regu-
lation amendments?

The methods for identifying

dangerous waste have changed.
Also, some lower hazard dangerous
wastes have fewer management
requirements and can now be disposed
of in solid waste landfills that meet
stringent protection standards. Shop-.
talk will discuss these changes in
future issues.

staptat News

Our apologies to those of you who did
not receive the Autumn Shoptalk until
December, and for anyone who
received two copies. Duplicate copies
were accidentally mailed to several
addresses. When the error was

- discovered, copies were sent to those

unintentionally omitted from the first

" mailing.

Shoptalk has switched from a six
to a four page format. Issues will be
mailed four times a year.

Shoptalk is now on the Internet at
the Ecology Home page. The Shoptalk
internet address is:
hitp:/fwww.wa.gov/ecology/
shop61.html

Ecology Contacts
Remember, yourbusinessisliableforall
hazardouswastesgenerated.Ifyouare
unicertainaboutyour responsibilitiesasa
hazardouswaste generator, callyour
nearest Ecology officeand ask fora
hazardous waste specialist. Forinforma-
tiononreducingorrecyclinghazardous
waste, ask for the toxicsreductionstaff,
also at the following numbers:

Bellevue: (206) 649-7000

Lacey:  (360) 407-6300 -

Yakima: (509) 575-2490

Spokane: (509) 456-2926- -

The Department of Ecology is an Equal Oppor-
tunity and Affirmative Action émployer and stiall not
discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color,
national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation,
age, religion or disability as defined by applicable
state and/or federal regulations or statutes. If you
have special accommodation needs or want more
information, please contact the Hazardous Waste and
Toxics Reduction Program at (360) 407-6700
(Voice) or (360) 407-6006 (TDD)
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