
Focus on Underground Storage 
Tanks 
 from Ecology’s Toxic Cleanup Program 

Requirements for Temporarily Closed Underground Storage 
Tank Systems 

What is a temporarily closed tank?  
An Underground Storage Tank (UST) is considered temporarily closed when it is taken out of 
service.  In other words, petroleum products are no longer being dispensed from the USTs.  A 
tank must be permanently closed when you have no plans of ever using the tank again.  Keep in 
mind, there may be city, county, fire code, or other local ordinances that have additional 
requirements for your underground storage tank. 

When do you notify Ecology of a temporary tank closure?  
You must notify Ecology within thirty days of placing your UST into temporary closure.  To 
meet this requirement, a special form must be completed and returned to Ecology within 30 days 
of tank closure.  The form is entitled, “Underground Storage Tank Closure and Site Assessment 
Notice,” form #ECY 020-95 (Rev. 3/01).  If you need a form, call toll free in the state of 
Washington, 1- 800-826-7716 or (360) 407-7170.  The form and many other publications can 
also be obtained from the Ecology web site at www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/ust-
lust/electrnc.html.   

What are you required to do?  

What you are required to do to your UST system during a temporary closure depends on whether 
or not the tank is empty, what the tanks are made of (steel, fiberglass etc.), and how long the tank 
will be temporarily closed.  Also, in addition to notifying Ecology of your temporary closure, the 
regulations require that facility compliance tags (the small blue and white license plates) be 
returned within 30-days after completing closure activities.   

The temporary closure requirements are separated in to three (3) categories: 

• Temporary closure less than three months 

• Temporary closure three to twelve months 

• Temporary closure more than twelve months 
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Temporary Closure LESS THAN THREE MONTHS 

• Perform release detection if the tank contains gas, diesel, or other regulated substances.  (If it has not been 
determined how long the UST system will be in temporary closure, Ecology strongly recommends that all 
petroleum products be removed from the UST’s.  Release detection is not required for empty tanks.) 

• Maintain corrosion protection systems including corrosion tests every three years.  Impressed current 
systems must perform 60-day rectifier checks. 

• Report, investigate, and clean up releases. 

• Continue maintaining all records relating to the UST system. 

Temporary Closure THREE TO TWELVE MONTHS 

• Same as temporary closure less than three months (maintain corrosion protection and meet release detection 
requirements), AND 

• Make sure the tank’s vent lines are open and working to allow gases to escape. 

• Cap and lock your lines, pumps, and any other equipment to prevent anything from being put into your tank 
or damaging your equipment. 

• Before the UST system can be brought back into service, it must be tightness tested by a certified UST 
Supervisor to make sure the UST system is still in good working order and hasn’t experienced any physical 
damage such as corrosion.  If you continued proper release detection throughout the temporary closure 
period, then tightness testing is not required prior to being put back into service. 

• Facility compliance tag must be returned to Ecology. 

Temporary Closure MORE THAN TWELVE MONTHS 

• Same as temporary closure three to twelve months (maintain corrosion protection and meet release detection 
requirements), OR 

• Be permanently closed by a certified UST supervisor if corrosion protection (if required) and release 
detection monitoring requirements have not been met. 

If your UST system does not meet the above requirements, you can request an extension to the permanent 
closure requirements from Ecology.  However, the request must be made before the twelve months are up.  
Additionally, a site assessment must be completed before you may request the extension from Ecology. 

Do you have to pay tank permit fees during temporary closure? 

Yes.  Tank permit fees are required to be paid by any person who owns an underground storage tank located in 
the state of Washington and was required to provide notification to Ecology under the federal act.  You are 
required to pay your permit fee until the tank is permanently closed. 





 

Where to look in the law if you want to read more 

Corrosion Protection WAC 173-360-320  
Definitions WAC 173-360-120  
Financial Responsibility WAC 173-360-400 
Performance Standards for New UST Systems WAC 173-360-305 
Release:  

Cleanup Requirements WAC 173-360-375 and WAC 173-360-399  
Detection WAC 173-360-330 through 355  
Investigation WAC 173-360-365 and WAC 173-360-370  
Reporting WAC 173-360-360 and WAC 173-360-372  

Upgrading Requirements WAC 173-360-310  
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