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DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

November 15, 1994

TO:

John Glynn and Ed Abassi
Water Quality Program, NWRO

THROUGH: Will Kendra w/jc—

EILS Program, Watershed Assessments Section

FROM: Norm Gl
Watershed Assessments Section

SUBJECT:  City of Snohomish Basin Class II Inspection Summary

An announced Basin Class II inspection was conducted at the above facility during the week
of August 16, 1993. My original intent was to provide the usual inspection report.
However, due to the recent reprogramming of Class II activities in EILS, it became
necessary to abbreviate the reporting effort on my remaining projects. This transmittal
memo summarizes the significant findings from my review of the inspection data (attached):

Metals were found in sufficient concentrations in effluent to be a cause for concern.
All six metals analyzed for were detected; but only silver, mercury, and copper
showed the potential to exceed water quality standards in the receiving water. A
mixing zone study would be necessary to generate accurate information about
background concentrations in the river, the dilution capacity of the river under critical
design conditions, and thus the potential for toxicity to aquatic life.

NPDES permit limits on TSS in effluent and TSS percent removal were not being met
during the several days of the inspection - probably because of algal growth. Organic
loading to the WWTP approached the design criterion for BOD;, so planning should
be considered for an upgrade to the plant.

BOD, removal was good. Nitrification was effectively reducing ammonia
concentrations, while denitrification was keeping nitrate-nitrite levels low.

If you have any questions concerning this memo, please contact me at 407-6683.

NLG:WK:blt
Attachments
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