
Economic benefits of recycling

Recycling creates 
jobs and generates 
tax revenue
Thousands of tons of recyclables circulate 
through Washington’s recycling facilities 
every day. The more materials we reuse and 
recycle, the more we encourage job growth 
in recycling and reuse industries, creating 
a cycle that strengthens economic and 
environmental sustainability.

Recycling and reuse create 
more jobs than landfilling¹

Every 1,000 tons 
of recyclables 
can create:

12 recycling 
jobs

17 reuse or 
remanufacture 
jobs

– or –
0.7 landfill jobsH20

Jobs created by 1,000 tons of 
seven common recyclables¹

Food scraps 2.2

Yard
trimmings 2.2

Steel 7.8

Paper and
paperboard 7.9

Glass 11.6

Plastics 14

20

Aluminum 21.3
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Recyclables 
create jobs 
along their 

path through 
the recycling 

system

Collection jobs

Collecting recyclables 
and organic debris from 
homes and businesses

Manufacturing jobs

Sorting and preparing 
recyclables as a raw material 
for manufacturers and markets

Processing jobs
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Washingtonians sent 
49 percent of their 
municipal solid was
to recycling and 
other waste recover
methods in 2017

te Washington jobs 
created by recycling2y 

2,718
Collections jobs

1,904
Recycling 
wholesale jobs

655
Recycling 
facility jobs

Recycling generates 
tax revenue

Every ton of 
recycled material 
produces about 
$14 in tax revenue3

Contact: Katherine Walton 
360-407-7602
katherine.walton@ecy.wa.gov

Learn how recycling 
fits into Sustainable 

Materials Management 
in our State Solid and 
Hazardous Waste Plan

Recycling is only one 
piece of the puzzle

Recycling is an essential piece of the puzzle, 
but it’s not the whole picture. To reduce 

environmental impacts and bolster a 
sustainable economy, we must consider all 

stages of a product’s life cycle.

Sources:
1. More Jobs, Less Pollution: Growing the Recycling Economy in the
U.S. Prepared by: Tellus Institute with Sound Resource Management.
(2011).
2. Washington State Employment Security Department: 2013 Green
Economy Jobs Report – Industry and Survey Approaches: https://
fortress.wa.gov/esd/employmentdata/docs/special-reports/2013-
green-jobs-report.pdf.
3. EPA: Recycling Economic Information (REI) Report: www.epa.gov/
sites/production/files/2016-11/documents/final_2016_rei_report.pdf.

To request ADA accomodation, visit https://
ecology.wa.gov/accessibility, call Ecology at 360-
407-6000, Relay Service 711, or TTY 877-833-6341.
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