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May 2017:
 Release draft plan and en‐
vironmental documents.
 Public comment period
Summer 2017:
 Respond to comments
 Finalize and adopt plan
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360‐407‐6595

Marine Spatial Plan for Washington’s Pacific Coast
A draft Marine Spatial Plan (MSP) for Washington’s Paci ic Ocean Coast
will be available for public comment in May. The draft MSP provides:
 Guidance for new ocean uses along Washington’s Paci ic coast, such
as renewable energy projects and offshore aquaculture.
 Baseline data on coastal uses and resources to capture current
conditions and future trends.
 Requirements and recommendations for evaluating new ocean uses
through different phases of project review, consistent with
existing laws and regulations.
 Recommendations to protect important and sensitive ecological
areas and existing uses like ishing.

Plan Recommendations
The draft MSP is an important tool: 1) to assist state agencies and others
in evaluating and engaging in proposals for new ocean uses; and 2) to
guide potential applicants as they develop those proposals.
Draft plan recommendations include:

Special accommodations
To request ADA accommodation for
disabilities, or printed materials in a
format for the visually impaired, call
Ecology at 360‐407‐6600 or visit
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
accessibility.html. Persons with im‐
paired hearing may call Washington
Relay Service at 711. Persons with
speech disability may call TTY at
877‐833‐6341.



Identifying ecologically‐sensitive areas in state waters where off‐
shore development would be presumptively excluded.



Excluding industrial‐scale renewable energy development from state
waters. Evaluating other projects on a case‐by‐case basis.



Creating a process for enhanced coordination with stakeholders and
among governments.



Requiring data, information, and plans for proposed projects. Detail‐
ing effects to people, communities, and the environment that need to
be evaluated, including state standards and policies that need to be
met.
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The MSP study area, outlined in red below,
extends to oﬀshore to a water depth of
4200 feet (700 fathoms) and covers areas
in state waters (out to 3 nau cal miles) and
federal waters (from 3 to 200 nau cal
miles). It also includes coastal estuaries.

Informing and Influencing Decisions in Federal Waters
The plan also provides information to assist the state in reviewing and
in luencing federal activities that may affect Washington’s ocean re‐
sources or uses, including those proposed in federal waters.
After the state adopts a inal plan, Ecology will submit the plan to be in‐
cluded as part of Washington’s federally‐approved Coastal Zone Manage‐
ment Program.

What’s in the Plan?
The plan has ive major parts:

Non‐project EIS
A separate, draft non‐project
Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) will also be available for
public comment. It focuses on
evaluating the environmental
impacts of creating a marine spa‐
tial plan versus not having a plan.
It does not examine detailed im‐
pacts of a speci ic ocean use. Fur‐
ther examination would occur
when an applicant seeks permits
for a project .
Aerial photo of Benson Beach near Cape
Disappointment.



An overview, including background and MSP purpose.



A summary of current conditions and trends including: ecology,
socio‐economics, archeological and historic resources, and existing
and potential new ocean uses.



Details about spatial analyses including methods and outputs ex‐
amining ecology and human uses in the study area.



A MSP management framework that covers process and substan‐
tive requirements tied to existing state laws and policies. This section
also provides requirements and recommendations for new ocean uses,
including spatial designations and recommendations.



Maps and appendices including maps of existing ocean uses and
ocean resources and more detailed information.

Planning Process
A team of state agencies including the Washington State departments of
Ecology, Fish and Wildlife, and Natural Resources is developing the state
plan, guided by a state law.
Funding from the state legislature enabled state agencies to gather base‐
line information, carry out mapping, conduct research and analyses, de‐
velop a website and online tools, perform outreach and engagement, and
produce the plan. Scientists and topical experts reviewed the data in the
plan.
Throughout the planning process, the state agencies sought input from the
Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council, marine resource commit‐
tees, and local, tribal and federal governments. In addition to dozens of
Advisory Council meetings, the state involved the public in the planning
process including conducting workshops, making presentations to groups,
attending community events and taking public comments.
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