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US Ecology Site Closure
Project Background

About the site

US Ecology, Inc. (USE) has operated a commercial low-level
radioactive waste (LLRW) disposal facility since 1965. The facility is
on a 100-acre tract near the center of the federal Hanford Site.

Washington State leases the land and subleases it to USE. The facility
operates under a radioactive materials license from the Department of
Health (Health). The site has been the regional commercial LLRW
disposal site for 11 western states since 1993.

The facility contains about 14 million cubic feet of waste in

22 filled trenches. It received about 17,000 cubic feet of
non-radioactive hazardous waste between 1965 and 1970. The site
received some chemical waste, as a component of the radiological
waste, as late as 1985. Since 1985, the site has only received
radiological waste.

Washington State is required to ensure that the facility will be properly
closed with adequate financial surety. The facility may be licensed for
radioactive waste disposal until 2056.

Site closure plans

Health and USE are working to close the 22 filled trenches under the
radioactive materials license. Closure of the filled trenches also
requires remediation of releases of hazardous chemicals disposed there.
The Department of Ecology is overseeing that remediation under the
Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA). The closure will occur in phases.

The first phase for closure is referred to as the “Phase 1 cover.” This
cover will be placed over the trenches already filled with waste.
Health’s modeling showed that to stay within the required dose limit,
Phase 1 cover construction must be completed before January 2016. To
make this deadline, the contracting and installation must start in 2015.

WHY IT MATTERS

US Ecology operates a commercial
low-level radioactive waste
disposal site on a site north of
Richland near the center of the
Hanford Site.

A cover must be installed there
before January 2016 to ensure that
off-site radiation dose meets federal
health standards.

A study to define how to remediate
the releases of chemical wastes
disposed there also must be
completed.

The project will
e Reduce toxic threats

e Promote sustainable energy and
a clean environment
(Governors Results
Washington goal 3)

e Supports healthy and safe
communities (goal 4)

e Protect natural resources

MORE INFORMATION

www.doh.wa.gov/Communityan
dEnvironment/Radiation/Waste

Management.aspx
Contact information

David Jansen, Director

Office of Radiation Protection
Washington Department of Health
david.jansen@doh.wa.gov

Jane Hedges, Program Manager
Nuclear Waste Program
Department of Ecology
USEcology@ecy.wa.gov
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Site closure funding

January 2015

Funding for the site closure is provided for by RCW 43.200.080. This law creates two accounts within
the state treasury: the Site Closure Account and the Perpetual Care and Maintenance Account. These
accounts have been funded through generator fees between 1986 and 1992.

MTCA study ongoing

The MTCA work tied to the nonradioactive hazardous waste will continue in parallel with the Phase 1
cover design and installation. The cover can be modified or penetrated to accomplish the remedial actions
that may be required under MTCA. This enables the state to meet the schedule for the Phase 1 closure

requirements.

Tribal and stakeholder interest

The two groups following this issue most closely are Heart of America Northwest (HOANW) and the
Yakama Nation. A draft proviso was proposed last legislative session as part of the capital budget. It did
not pass, but the Departments of Ecology and Health have worked to meet the intent within the existing
capital project scope. After follow-up discussions with the Yakama Nation regarding their concerns on the
site, Health and Ecology agreed to provide a third party review of radiological modeling and MTCA
characterization information. The following actions have been taken:

e In 2014, Health, consulting with the Yakama Nation, developed the scope of work for the contractor
and did a solicitation for vendors. Only one vendor submitted a proposal, and was deemed to have a
conflict of interest with one of the parties. All parties (YYakama Nation, Health, and Ecology) agreed
to revise the criteria for submittal and do an additional solicitation.

e Health released the revised solicitation to seek acceptable vendors which closed in mid-December

2014.

e Ecology added this new work and cost into the capital
budget request and has revised its interagency agreement
with Health to provide funding to Health for the contract
and contract administration.

Special accommodations

To request ADA accommodation for disabilities, or printed
materials in a format for the visually impaired, call Ecology
at 800-321-2008. Persons with impaired hearing may call
Washington Relay Service at 711. Persons with speech
disability may call TTY at 877-833-6341.
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