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Frequently Asked Questions 
B&L Woodwaste                   May 2011 

Construction Update for Cleanup 
at the B&L Woodwaste Site 
Background 
The B& L Woodwaste landfill received woodwaste from the mid 
1970s until the early 1980s. The waste, which came from log sort 
yards in Commencement Bay, was contaminated with soil and 
Asarco slag. The Asarco slag (a byproduct of smelting operations) 
leached arsenic into the soils and groundwater.  

In 1982, the Commencement Bay Nearshore/Tideflats area, includ-
ing Hylebos Waterway and the B&L Woodwaste site, were added 
to Environmental Protection Agency’s National Priorities List 
(Superfund site list).  The B&L Woodwaste site, which includes the 
landfill and surrounding ditches and wetlands, was named as a 
source of arsenic. 

Ecology is managing cleanup activities at the site with funding 
from the B&L Custodial Trust (trust). During bankruptcy proceed-
ings, Asarco agreed to fund the majority of site cleanup. Murray 
Pacific and Louisiana Pacific also agreed to contribute funding. 
Some cleanup activities have already taken place (see page 2).  

Q: What is happening now? 

A: Ecology is now directing the work of the trust’s contractors to 
begin the second phase of the cleanup. Phase 2 will include treating 
arsenic-contaminated groundwater under and near the landfill (see 
map on page 3). The trust will: 

 Construct a building and treatment system to remove contami-
nation from groundwater. 

 Install wells and pipes to remove contaminated groundwater 
from under and around the landfill and wetland area. 

 Remove and treat groundwater from highly-contaminated areas. 
Contaminated water will be cleaned to meet groundwater qual-
ity standards. 

 Return treated water to the north stormwater pond. From there 
clean water will flow to drainage ditches and Hylebos Creek. 

 Remove contaminated sediments from the drainage ditches sur-
rounding the landfill. 

 Test a system for treating contaminated water in the wetlands. 
This system will be used after the wetlands have been cleaned 
up as much as possible by the groundwater treatment system. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
 
 

Site Cleanup 
Dom Reale 
Site Manager 
Southwest Regional Office 
PO Box 47775 
Olympia, WA 98504-7775 
(360) 407-6266 
Dom.Reale@ecy.wa.gov 
 
 

Public Involvement 
Diana Smith 
Public Involvement Coordinator 
Phone: (360) 407–6255 
Diana.Smith@ecy.wa.gov  
 

 

 

Site Document Locations 

Ecology’s Cleanup website 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/
Sitepage.aspx?csid=2297 

WA Department of Ecology 
Southwest Regional Office 
300 Desmond Drive SE                  
Lacey, WA 98503  
By appointment only:  
Contact Debbie Nelson,                     
Debbie.Nelson@ecy.wa.gov or  
(360) 407-6365 
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Ecology will take responsibility for operating the groundwater treatment system after the trust’s contrac-
tors have operated it successfully for one year. 

Q: How will this affect me? 

A: You may notice some work noise from 7 am ‐ 7 pm from June through December this year. There 
may also be small amounts of dust coming off the site and a small increase in traffic around the site. 
Ecology will make every effort to minimize impact to homes and businesses near the site. 

The walking trail next to the site will be open during most of the construction and a fence will prevent 
access to the landfill itself, where most of the work is being done. People using the trails during the con-
struction period may notice some noise and possibly a small amount of dust. The trail will be closed for 
several days in either August or September. Closure dates will be posted at the site and on Ecology’s 
website and blog closer to that time. 

Plants will be planted around the groundwater treatment building this fall. The treatment system will be 
very quiet once it is operating. 

Q: How long will this take? 

A: Work to construct the groundwater treatment building and install wells and pipes for the system will 
occur from June through September. To help protect the environment, most of the earth work will occur 
during the dry season (before mid-October).  

The groundwater treatment system is designed to pump groundwater from within the landfill indefinitely.  
Pumping and treating groundwater from the wetland area is expected to continue for around 11 years.  

Q: What actions have already been taken at the site to clean up                     
contamination? 

A: Several cleanup actions were taken on the site from 1992 to present.  These include: 

 Consolidating the original landfill into the current waste pile. 

 Installing a multi-layer capping system to cover the waste pile. The cap is designed to prevent rain 
from flushing metals and contaminated groundwater out of the landfill. 

 Installing groundwater monitoring wells. 

 Installing an underground barrier system to keep contaminated groundwater from leaving the landfill. 

 Creating infiltration ponds at the western and northwestern sides of the site to reroute groundwater 
and stormwater around the landfill and direct stormwater runoff from the landfill. 

 Treating contaminated groundwater in the wetlands to prevent arsenic from moving further towards 
Hylebos Creek. 

Q: How can I find out more about the site history and planned cleanup? 

A: For more information about the site history, visit Ecology’s website or contact Diana Smith (see box 
on page 1) for older fact sheets. You can also contact Dom Reale (see box on page 1) for technical ques-
tions and additional information about site cleanup. 
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Interurban     
Trail 

Approximate Phase 2 Cleanup Work Locations 
 

Cleanup phase 2 work area. Pipes and wells will be installed in this area. 

Groundwater treatment system building 

North stormwater pond 

Drainage ditches 

Test system for treating wetlands groundwater 

Landfill—already capped and surrounded by barrier wall 
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PO Box 47775 
Olympia, WA 98504‐7775 

B&L Woodwaste 
Pierce County, WA 
 

Construction Update for       
Cleanup Actions at the                
B&L Woodwaste Site 

Facility Site ID #1203 

 

 

If you need this publication in a format 
for the visually impaired, call reception at 
(360) 407-6300.  
Persons with hearing loss, call 711 for          
Washington Relay Service. Persons with               
a speech disability call 877-833-6341. 

Why Cleanup Matters 
The B&L Woodwaste site, formerly a landfill, 
was contaminated with arsenic from Asarco slag. 
Arsenic has leached into soil and groundwater 
around the site.  It has also been found in ditches 
surrounding the landfill and wetland area. This 
posed a threat to human health and the environ-
ment, especially nearby wetlands and Hylebos 
Waterway.   

To be removed from the mailing list: 
Contact Diana Smith, Public Involvement       
Coordinator, at Diana.Smith@ecy.wa.gov or 
(360) 407-6255.  


	Construction Update for Cleanup at the B&L Woodwaste Site

	FOR MORE INFORMATION

	Site Cleanup

	Dom Reale

	Site Manager

	Southwest Regional Office

	PO Box 47775

	Olympia, WA 98504-7775

	(360) 407-6266

	Dom.Reale@ecy.wa.gov

	Public Involvement

	Q: What actions have already been taken at the site to clean up                     contamination?

	Q: How can I find out more about the site history and planned cleanup?

	Construction Update for       Cleanup Actions at the                B&L Woodwaste Site

	Facility Site ID #1203



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



