
 

 

In 2008, the City of Yakima's Streets 
and Traffic Division faced a dilemma.  
People in the surrounding neighbor-
hood had asked for a street light to be 
put in at the intersection of 66th Avenue 
and Scenic Drive.  But the cost of in-
stalling a traditional street light, esti-
mated at more than $10,000, was too 
steep.  Instead of throwing in the towel, 
the Streets and Traffic crew came up 
with a lower-cost, innovative approach 
to solving the problem. 

Rather than paying the high price to 
extend power lines to the intersection, 
the City opted to use one of Yakima's 
greatest resources…sunshine…to pro-
vide electricity for the new street light. 

The City's first, and currently only, so-
lar-powered street light went up in 
early January.  Initial installation costs 
for the new street light ended up being 
about a third less than for a traditional 
one.  The solar-powered version also 
provides another valuable benefit…no 
power bills to run it. 

"Putting in a solar-powered street light 
is another example of how we are using 
technology to provide services the com-
munity is asking for while also saving 
money," said Traffic Operations Super-
visor Rick Dwyer.  "In this case, we 
could have just said no, we can't do it, 
because it's too hard or it's too expen-
sive.  But we didn't," said Dwyer.  "We 
found a way to make it work."   

Global Green Energy, a company 
based in San Francisco, is the dis-
tributor for the ecoSource Solar 
Street Lighting System that the City 
installed at 66th and Scenic.  Their 
equipment is similar to that used to 
provide electricity to solar-powered 
speed limit signs and warning flash-
ers elsewhere in Yakima.   

According to Dwyer, the City is con-
tinuing to explore how to best use 
solar technology to meet the commu-
nity's needs.    

"There are other places in town 
where solar may be the best lighting 
option," said Dwyer.  "It's not a per-
fect solution because sometimes, like 
during the winter, the sun isn't al-
ways shining.  When that happens, 
we have to rely on the capacity of 
backup batteries to provide power.  
But in the long run, we believe that 
the benefits outweigh the chal-
lenges,"               

For more information about this arti-
cle, contact Traffic Operations Super-
visor Rick Dwyer by phone 509-576-
6425, or by e-mail 
rdwyer@ci.yakima.wa.us. 
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The King County Solid Waste Division received 
$50,000 in 2008 as part of the Community Litter 
Cleanup Program funding from the Department of 
Ecology (Ecology) to further the division’s Secure 
Your Load and litter prevention public awareness 
efforts.  

Across North America, more than 25,000 accidents 
are caused each year by litter that is either purpose-
fully dumped by motorists or that falls out of vehi-
cles with unsecured loads. Nearly 100 of those acci-
dents are fatal. According to the Washington State 
Department of Transportation, road debris causes 
about 350 accidents every year on state highways.  
About one quarter of those occur in King County.   

A portion of the grant monies went toward a four-
month ad campaign on county buses. The division 
also contracted with KJR Sports Radio 950 and ran 
ads over a nine-week period. According to Ecology’s 
Washington State litter hotline, nearly 740 people 
who called the hotline (1-866-LITTER-1) in 2008 to 
report litterers and unsecured loads, did so as a re-
sult of seeing one of King County bus ads.  Another 
594 callers said they heard about the litter hotline 
from an ad on the radio. Ecology also ran radio ads 
at the same time as King County, so it is unknown 
how many of the callers heard King County specific 
ads. The total number of people who called the hot-
line and got the phone number as a result of seeing 
the bus ads and hearing the radio ads, represents 9.7 
percent of all calls to the hotline from March to De-
cember 2008.  

Since 2006, King County has collaborated with Ecol-
ogy and the Maria Federici Foundation to increase 
public awareness about the dangers and litter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

impacts of unsecured loads.  The bus and radio ads 
were a new outreach tool used by the King County 
Solid Waste to promote the Secure Your Load message.   

Other public outreach methods used to promote the 
Secure Your Load message include:  

• distribution of Ecology’s multi-lingual  
educational brochures. 

• enforcement of secured load fees at county solid 
waste facilities. 

• added “emphasis patrols” by law enforcement 
officers around the solid waste facilities. 

Secured load messaging was also sent out to King 
County’s full-time workforce of 14,000 employees.  
Employees that transport loads receive secured load 
training and vehicles must be equipped with load 
securing devices.  King County’s litter prevention 
efforts include classroom education to kids in K-12, 
distribution of litterbags, and litter clean up of public 
property throughout the county.   

Due to the success of the 2008 Ecology-funded bus ad 
campaign, King County has devoted a portion of its 
2009 budget to continue the Secure Your Load public-
ity push. The county will run bus ads for four 
months re-using last year’s advertisements.  

For more information about King County’s secured 
load campaign, please visit the website at http://
your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/facilities/secure-
load.asp.  

For more information about Ecology’s Community 
Litter Cleanup Program, please visit the website at 
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/grants/clcp.html.  

KING COUNTY’S BUS ADS YIELD POSITIVE RESULTS 
BY POLLY YOUNG AND INGRID BARRENTINE  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 3-6, 2009, 29th Annual WSRA Recycling Conference & Trade Show will be held in Yakima, 
WA. To learn more, call Diana Leland at 206-244-0311, or visit the website at www.wsra.net.  

June 1-4, 2009, The 5th National Product Stewardship Forum and the 2009 Northwest Hazardous 
Materials Conference for Household and Small Business Programs will be held in Seattle, WA. 
To learn more, call Erin Linsky at 508-942-4559, or visit the website at 
www.productstewardship.us. 

June 8-10, 2009, WasteExpo 2009 will be help in Las Vegas, NV. To learn more, call Rita Ugianskis-
Fishman at 800-559-0620, or visit the website at www.wasteexpo.com.  

June 17-21, 2009, 2009 Annual Washington Refuse and Recycling Association Conference will be 
held in Spokane, WA. To learn more, call 360-943-8859, or visit the website at  
www.wrra.org.  

August 18-20-2009, 2009 EPA Community Involvement Training Conference will be held in Seat-
tle, WA. To learn more, visit the website at www.epa.gov/ciconference.  

Leaders in environmental policy and vision are be-
ing asked to provide elegant solutions to a challeng-
ing environmental reality, while not fueling eco-
nomic hardships. Fortunately, some solutions help 
the environment and create jobs -- and bolster our 
struggling economy.   

One such solution is Washington's green building 
sector. As the construction industry nation-wide 
struggles, the green building market continues to 
grow.  This retains jobs and creates more. 

In 2008, green-certified homes made up over 10 per-
cent of the total market of new home construction in 
the state. They sold as quickly as during the real 
estate marathon several years ago.  

The Department of Ecology's Solid Waste and Fi-
nancial Assistance (SWFA) Program has long con-
sidered green building a key player in addressing a 
number of our state's priority environmental issues. 
While increasing jobs, green building helps mitigate 
climate change, reduce toxics in our environment, 
reduce waste (both solid and hazardous), manage 
stormwater run-off, and more.  

To dramatically show opportunities—both environ-
mental and economic—within green building, 

SWFA partnered with the Department of General 
Administration and the Construction Center of Ex-
cellence on a film project titled Green Building: Jobs 
of the Future.  

The film brought together local and national lead-
ers in green building, climate change, manufactur-
ing, unions, and workforce development. Together 
they make the case for green building's capacity to 
create jobs and boost the economy while improving 
our environment.  

 Interested in viewing the film? See it at 
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/index.html . 
For more information or copies of the DVD, you 
can also contact Rachael Jamison , the Green Build-
ing Coordinator at 360-407-6352, or email her at 
rjam461@ecy.wa.gov.   

 

GREEN BUILDING FILM  
OFFERS HOPE FOR FUTURE JOBS, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND THE ECONOMY  

http://www.wsra.net�
http://www.productstewardship.us/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=447�
http://www.wasteexpo.com�
http://www.wrra.org/�
http://www.epa.gov/ciconference�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/index.html�
mailto:rjam461@ecy.wa.gov�


 

 

Vancouver’s Parkrose Hard-
ware store is the newest mem-
ber of Clark County’s Paint 
Take-Back Program. The pro-
gram accepts unwanted house-
hold oil and latex paints and 

paint-related products, such as paint thinner, for 
recycling and reuse.  

Since it started in January 2005, this free service for 
residents collected more than 72,000 pounds of un-
wanted paint and paint-related products. In addi-
tion to Parkrose Hardware, Rodda Paint & Décor 
Center and two Miller Paint Company stores also 
participate in this program. 

These stores accept up to 25 gallons of paint or 
paint-related products per household, per day in 
five- gallon or smaller containers. However, they 
cannot accept leaking, damaged, or unlabeled con-
tainers. Latex paints collected will be recycled as 
paint. Oil-based paints and related products will be 
reused as an alternative fuel.  

County solid waste transfer stations and periodic 
household hazardous waste disposal events also 
accept unwanted paints and related products. For 
more information about the Paint Take-Back Pro-

gram or other hazardous materials, or for informa-
tion about disposal options for commercial opera-
tors, contact Clark County Solid Waste and Recy-
cling, 360-397-6118 ext. 4352, or visit the county 
Web site at www.clark.wa.gov.  

CLARK COUNTY PAINT TAKE-BACK PROGRAM  
PARKROSE HARDWARE JOINS THE PROGRAM  
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The locations and hours of each of the participating 
stores in Vancouver, WA are listed below. 

Parkrose Hardware 
16509 S.E. First St. 
(360) 693-7881 
Monday to Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sunday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Rodda Paint & Decor Center 
7723 N.E. Fourth Plain Blvd. 
(360) 253-5877 
Monday to Friday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Miller Paint Company 
2607 N.E. Andresen Rd. 
(360) 254-3434 AND 
13712 N.E. 20th Ave. 
(360) 571-5000 
Monday to Saturday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Dangerous waste generators who have been missing the workshops held around the state can find an online 
tutorial, at www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/workshops/. 

The tutorial has all the presentations from the workshops -- Dangerous Waste 101, Designation, Counting, 
Rules for Generators, Preparing for an Inspection, Mock Inspection, and Pollution Prevention. It uses the slides 
and speakers' notes from the workshop, with links to the Dangerous Waste Rules (Ch. 173-303 WAC) and other 
online materials referred to in the workshop presentation. Supplementary materials, such as the Material Safety 
Data Sheets for the designation exercises, are available in a separate file. 

Generators and their employees can work through the tutorial at their own pace. They can use it directly from 
the Web site, or download the files. The electronic format means they can learn the basics of waste management 
without leaving the workplace. 

For more information about the online workshop, contact Mariann Cook Andrews at 360-407-6740 or e-mail at 
maco461@ecy.wa.gov. 

DANGEROUS WASTE WORKSHOP NOW ONLINE 
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The selection process for the 2009-2011 biennium 
was hands down the most competitive in the Public 
Participation Grant Program’s 20-year history. The 
program received a record-smashing 121 applica-
tions requesting a total of $9.3 million. Ecology had 
less than $1.3 million to fund the proposals. 92 appli-
cations, most of which were very good, did not re-
ceive funding. However, we were able to fund or 
partially fund 29 stellar applications. 

The Public Participation Grant Program provides 
funding to not-for-profit public interest organiza-
tions and citizen groups. Two kinds of Public Partici-
pation Grants serve two kinds of needs: 

• Contaminated site projects receive priority in 
the WAC (173-321). They encourage people to 
become involved in the investigation and 
cleanup of contaminated sites. Examples include 
community oversight of the Hanford, Spokane 
River, and Duwamish River cleanups. 

• Waste Management Projects encourage people 
to become involved in eliminating and reducing 
waste. Examples include providing information 
on recycling and sustainability to low-income 
communities, information for homeowners about 
the dangers of pesticides and hazardous house-
hold products, and educational campaigns to 
keep toxic materials out of Puget Sound. 

16 Contaminated site grants were awarded. Please 
note that most of the groups received partial fund-
ing, so they will not be able to do as thorough a job 
as they are capable of. The following is a list of the 

cleanup sites that will be represented, the county the 
site is in, and group(s) that will participate in oversee-
ing the cleanups: 

• The Columbia Riverkeepers, Hanford Challenge, 
Heart of America Northwest, and Washington 
Physicians for Social Responsibility will partici-
pate in the Hanford (Benton) cleanup. 

• The Lake Roosevelt Forum will participate in the 
Lake Roosevelt (Ferry, Grant, Lincoln, Stevens) 
cleanup . 

• The Lands Council will participate in the Spokane 
River (Lincoln, Stevens, Spokane) cleanup. 

• The Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition will par-
ticipate in the Duwamish River (King) cleanup. 

• The Sailish Sea Expedition will participate in the 
mouth of the Duwamish River (King) cleanup. 

• The Georgetown Community Council will partici-
pate in the Georgetown site (King) cleanup. 

• The Skykomish Environmental will participate in 
the Skykomish/BNSF Railroad site (King) 
cleanup. 

• Brackett’s Landing will participate in the UNO-
CAL/Chevron site (Snohomish) cleanup. 

• Citizens for a Healthy Bay will participate in the 
Commencement Bay (Pierce) cleanup. 

• The Port Gamble S’Klallam Foundation will par-
ticipate in the Port Gamble Bay (Kitsap) cleanup. 

• Re Sources will participate in the Fidago/Padilla 
Bay (Skagit) cleanup. 

• The Olympic Environmental Council will partici-
pate in the Port Angeles Rainer Mill Site (Clallam) 
cleanup. 

• People for Puget Sound will participate in the 
Budd Inlet (Thurston), Dumas Bay (King), Oak-
land Bay (Mason), and Port Gardner (Snohomish) 
cleanups. 

13 waste management grants were awarded. Four 
categories of waste management projects will be rep-
resented with Public Participation Grant funds during 
the 2009-2011 biennium. The following is a list of 
waste management projects by category, group, and 
county the project will affect: 

• Waste reduction projects will be implemented by 
Facing the Future (statewide), Methow Recycles 
(Okanogan), and the Walla Walla Area Resource 
Conservation Committee (Walla Walla). 

(Continued on next page.) 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION GRANTS: DOING MORE WITH LESS  
PROJECTS SELECTED FOR THE 2009-2011 BIENNIUM  

2007-2009 PPG recipient Port Townsend Marine  
Science Center hosts fifth grade students. The students 

uncover how much plastic is in an albatross bolus. 



 

 

NEW STATE SOLID WASTE RULE 
RECYCLABLE MATERIALS – TRANSPORTER AND FACILITY REQUIREMENTS, CHAPTER 173-345 

In April 2009, Ecology adopted a new rule affecting 
recycling facilities and transporters of recyclable ma-
terials. This rule implements SB 5788, passed by the 
2005 legislature, under the authority of RCW 
70.95.400-430. 

Chapter 173-345 WAC affects: 

• Businesses that transport recyclable materials. 

• Facilities that recycle solid waste. 

• Material recovery facilities (MRFs). 

This chapter does not affect those facilities with cur-
rent solid waste handling permits issued under 
RCW 70.95.170.   

The new rule requires transporters of recyclable ma-
terial to:  

• Register with Ecology. 

• Transport recyclable materials only to loca-
tions where recycling occurs. 

• Keep records of all activities for two years. 

The new rule requires recycling facilities to notify 
Ecology 30 days before operation begins) and has 
penalties for non-compliance of up to $1,000 per vio-
lation. 

Ecology conducted a public hearing in December 
2008 and received approximately fifty-nine com-
ments.  Ecology also held three informal public work-
shops in March 2008 in Spokane, Bellevue, and Lacey 
and received about one hundred comments. Inter-
ested persons asked questions about the rule and 
commented on the preliminary rule draft.  

Ecology’s response to comments received during the 
formal public comment period is detailed in the Con-
cise Explanatory Statement, Publication No. 09-07-
010, www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0907010.html. 

For more information about this rule, please contact 
Randy Martin at 360-407-6136 or at 
rama461@ecy.wa.gov .  You may also visit the Solid 
Waste “Rules Under Development” web site at 
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/rules/
ruleDev.html. 

This rule adoption can be appealed under procedures 
described in the Administrative Procedures Act 
(RCW 34.05.330).  For additional information about 
appealing this adoption please contact Jerry Thielen, 
Ecology’s Regulatory Affairs Manager, at 360-407-
7551 or at jthi461@ecy.wa.gov. 

To get updates on Ecology’s rule-making activities, 
signup for the free WAC Track e-mail list. Go to: 
www.ecy.wa.gov/maillist.html. 
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• Puget Sound Initiative projects will be imple-
mented by the Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 
(Puget Sound basin counties), the Port Townsend 
Marine Science Center (Puget Sound basin coun-
ties), and the YMCA of Tacoma-Pierce County 
(Pierce). 

• Green Building projects will be implemented by 
the Habitat for Humanity of Washington State 
(statewide), the Washington Hotel and Lodging 
Association (statewide), Sustainable Connections 
(Whatcom), and Evergreen Habitat for Humanity 
(Clark). 

• Toxics Reduction projects will be implemented 
by Washington Agriculture Family Assistance 

(Grant), Spokane Neighborhood Action Pro-
grams (Spokane, Stevens, and Pend Oreille), and 
Washington Citizens for Resource Conservation 
(statewide). 

We look forward to another extremely productive 
biennium in the Public Participation Grant Program. 
If you have questions about any of the projects, how 
to get involved in a contaminated site cleanup, or the 
program in general please do not hesitate to contact 
Blake Nelson at 360-407-6044 or Jason Alberich at  
360-407-6061. In these economically unstable times it 
is everyone’s job in the waste management field to 
keep environmental outreach a top priority. An 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

PPG (CONTINUED.)  
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March was public comment month for the proposed 
updates to the Beyond Waste Plan recommendations 
and milestones. We received a number of comments. 

Most comments were supportive overall, and many 
wanted us to make the plan even more far-reaching. 
There were also editorial suggestions and requests 
for clarifications, which will be very helpful as we 
continue updating the plan. 

For a summary of major comments and how they 
were incorporated into the plan, please go to 

www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0907025.html. 

For more information, contact: 

• Janine Bogar, jabo461@ecy.wa.gov,  
360-407-6654 (Solid Waste program). 

• Chris Chapman, ccha461@ecy.wa.gov,  
360-407-7160 (Hazardous Waste program). 

• The Beyond Waste Website  
www.ecy.wa.gov/beyondwaste.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2009 BEYOND WASTE UPDATE  

RENEWABLE ENERGY FROM DAIRY MANURE AND ORGANIC WASTE  
FROM POO TO POWER  

Several dairy farms in Washington are using anaerobic digesters to put their cow  
manure to work generating renewable energy. Each day, a dairy farmer in Whatcom 
County mixes 45,000 gallons of manure and other organic wastes in his digester. In 
one year that dairy digester can generate 2 million kilowatt-hours of electricity.1 
That’s enough power to heat 335 homes for a year!2  

As many as 135 dairies in Washington could use anaerobic digesters for manure man-
agement and renewable energy production.3 Other benefits for dairies co-digesting 
manure and other organic wastes include: 

• collecting revenue by taking other organics that would otherwise be destined for landfill disposal. 

• capturing and using greenhouse gas to replace fossil fuels and getting carbon credits. 

• recovering liquid nutrients for agricultural use and replacing synthetic fertilizers. 

• reusing solids for cow bedding, soil amendment, compost, or peat moss replacement. 

• reducing odor and improving water quality.  

Hot Topic in the 2009 Legislature: Substitute Senate Bill 57974 passed the 2009 Washington Legislature and 
was just signed by Governor Gregoire.  It provides a solid waste handling permit exemption for dairies co-
digesting manure and organic waste under specific conditions.  The next step for the Department of Ecology 
includes working with the Departments of Agriculture and Health to write guidelines.  The guidelines will 
help digester operators manage the additional organic materials (such as food waste) as they come in and 
leave the digester.  

For more information contact Kara J. Steward at kste461@ecy.wa.gov or 360-407-6250. 

 
Sources: 
1 “Bioenergy and Bioproducts Fact Sheet”, VanderHaak Dairy Anaerobic Digester, Washington State Univer-
sity, July 2006 cff.wsu.edu/Publications/index.html.   
2 East Bay Municipal Utility District, “Anaerobic Digestion of Food Waste” March 2008, Funded by US EPA 
Region 9, EPA-R9-WST-06-004. 
3 Beyond Waste IWG Report Appendix 5 “The Next 50 Percent”, November 2008, page 17 www.ecy.wa.gov/
climatechange/2008CATdocs/IWG/bw/110308_beyond_waste_iwg_report.pdf.  
4 SSB 5797 apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5797.  

mailto:jabo461@ecy.wa.gov�
mailto:ccha461@ecy.wa.gov�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/beyondwaste�
mailto:kste461@ecy.wa.gov�
http://cff.wsu.edu/Publications/index.html�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/2008CATdocs/IWG/bw/110308_beyond_waste_iwg_report.pdf�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/2008CATdocs/IWG/bw/110308_beyond_waste_iwg_report.pdf�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/2008CATdocs/IWG/bw/110308_beyond_waste_iwg_report.pdf�
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/2008CATdocs/IWG/bw/110308_beyond_waste_iwg_report.pdf�
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5797�


 

 

READ THIS NEWSLETTER ONLINE! 

The Closed-Loop Scoop newsletter should not create waste.  If you 
would like to receive a copy of the newsletter via e-mail please send 
email the editor with the subject line reading “Subscribe Closed-Loop 
Scoop.” To make changes to our mailing list, please contact the editor. 

GIVE US THE SCOOP! 

If you see news happening, or if you make news yourself, please let 
us know.  You can submit articles or notices to the editor by regular 
mail or by email.  We eagerly await your news. 

Newsletter Editor: Layne Nakagawa 

Newsletter Assistant: Jean Maust 

Dept. of Ecology 
SWFAP 

PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA  98504-7600 

lnak461@ecy.wa.gov 
360-407-6409 

Printed on paper containing 
25% hemp fiber and 75%
postconsumer waste, using 
vegetable-based ink. 

If you require this document 
in an alternative format, 
please call 360-407-6900. 
Persons with hearing loss 
can call 711 for Washington 
Relay Service. Persons with a 
speech disability can call 877
-833-6341. 

The Washington Department 
of Ecology is an equal 
 opportunity agency. 
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