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Frequently Asked Questions about  
Municipal Stormwater Co-Permittees 
  from Ecology’s Water Quality Program 

Q:  What is a co-permittee? 

A:  “Co-permittee” means any operator of a regulated small municipal separate storm sewer 
system (MS4) that applies jointly with one or more other applicants for coverage under a 
municipal stormwater  permit. A co-permittee owns or operates a regulated small MS4 located 
within or adjacent to another regulated MS4. A co-permittee must comply with the conditions of 
this permit relating to discharges from the MS4 the co-permittee owns or operates. 

Q:  What are some examples of who might qualify to be a co-permittee? 

A:  Any combination of the following may become co-permittees:  cities, counties, primary and 
secondary permittees, or permittees in another city or county. 

Q:  What kinds of advantages might co-permittees gain?  

A:  Some entities may find sharing permit conditions advantageous even if there is some 
distance between them. If the entities are similar, (for example, universities or school districts) 
they may find that sharing responsibilities for permit requirements is mutually beneficial. Several 
cities and counties may want to be co-permittees with one another. Adjacent MS4s may choose 
to be co-permittees even when a county line divides them. Another advantage is that only one fee 
applies to all co-permittees, so they can share in the cost of the permit. The fee equals the highest 
fee of the individual entity fees. Permittees may also save money by implementing a combined 
program and have a cooperative advantage in sharing resources. 

Q:  If my jurisdiction does not require permit coverage, may I still partner with another 
permitted entity? 

A: Yes, you may agree to cooperate with a permittee to meet the requirements without seeking 
permit coverage.  

Q: How does a co-permittee submit its annual report? 

A: Each entity will need to submit annual report information to the lead entity to compile and 
submit to Ecology. The lead co-permittee (no matter which entity) must submit the compiled 
annual reports.   

 



 

Q:  What are the challenges of being a co-permittee? 

A:  Co-permittees will need to cooperate with each other to develop, implement, and report on their programs.  
One entity accepts lead entity status and responsibility for submitting reports to Ecology. Each permittee should 
evaluate how it will benefit from this arrangement.  Co-permittees with different permits may have different 
permit conditions and timelines. 

Q:  When can my jurisdiction become a co-permittee? 

A:  Multiple jurisdictions may become co-permittees at anytime during this permit cycle. Co-permittees may 
also terminate or revise the agreements at any time during this permit cycle if they coordinate with Ecology.  

Q:  How do co-permittees apply?  

A:  If no entities have submitted a Notice of Intent (NOI):  

• All entities submit a single joint NOI to Ecology (Appendix 5 of the permit). Each entity completes 
pages 2, 3, and 4.  The NOI must indicate who will be lead entity. 

• Include a summary of the permit obligations (interlocal agreement) that co-applicants will carry out 
jointly. 

• The summary must identify each entity and the lead entity. All co-applicants must sign the summary. 
• Submit a copy of the two public notices. 
• Include jurisdictional maps. 
• Ecology’s regional office staff will assign individual permit numbers to each entity, and send applicants 

a letter that identifies the lead entity.  Ecology’s headquarters office will determine the permit fee. 

If one entity already has permit coverage (a number) and the new entity has not submitted an NOI: 

• The new applicant(s) submits a single NOI. Each new applicant completes pages 2, 3, and 4, indicating 
who will be the lead entity. 

• Include a summary of the permit obligations (interlocal agreement) that co-permittees will carry out 
jointly. 

• The summary must identify each entity and the lead entity. All co-applicants must sign the summary. 
• Submit a copy of the two public notices explaining that the new applicant(s) will be co-permittees with 

the existing permittee.  
• Include jurisdictional maps of new applicant(s). 
• Ecology’s regional office will assign an individual permit number to new entity and notify all applicants 

with a letter that identifies the lead entity. Ecology’s Headquarters office will determine the permit fee. 

If all entities have submitted NOIs and have permit coverage and numbers:  

• Submit a new single NOI (S1.D.3) with pages 2, 3, and 4 filled out for each entity and identify the lead 
entity,  

• Include a summary of the permit obligations (interlocal agreement) that co-applicants will carry out 
jointly. 

• The summary must identify each entity and the lead entity. All co-applicants must sign the summary. 
• Submit a copy of the two public notices explaining that all entities will become co-permittees.   
• Ecology will send all applicants a letter that identifies the lead entity.  Ecology’s headquarters office will 

determine the permit fee. 



 

Q: What does the summary of the permit obligations (interlocal agreement) look like? 

A: The agreement may take any form; it may be similar to an interlocal agreement or a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU).  The agreement details each entity’s responsibilities for permit and reporting 
requirements and identifies the lead entity. Each co-permittee is the responsible official and must legally 
authorize and sign the agreement. 

Q:  What responsibilities will my jurisdiction have as a co-permittee? 

A:  Responsibilities will vary by agreement and will depend on how you organize the work. Some 
requirements of the Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) may belong to each individual entity. 
However, one entity covering several jurisdictions can fulfill others. 

Q:  What happens if one of the co-permittees fails to meet one or more of its obligations to another co-
permittee? 

 A:  All permittees must meet all of the requirements in the permit.  If one co-permittee fails to fulfill its 
commitment to another co-permittee, the second entity must fulfill all the permit conditions.   

Q:  How does the co-permittee relationship described in Part 5 of the Notice of Intent differ from that in Part 6, 
“Relying on another entity to satisfy permit requirement(s)?” 

A:  The difference is: co-permittees described in Part 5 will all be jointly responsible for satisfying the permit 
conditions and have one permit fee. In Part 5, all permitted entities bear ultimate responsible for satisfying all 
permit conditions. Permittees that rely on another entity to satisfy one or more of their permit obligations 
remain responsible for permit compliance if the other entity fails to implement the permit conditions.  Part 6 
allows a permitted entity to rely on a non-permitted entity or entities (such as a conservation district) to satisfy 
one or more of the permit obligations. The non-permitted entity must agree to take that responsibility and 
implement specific permit requirement(s).  

Contact for more information: 

City of Seattle, King County, Snohomish County: 
Rachel McCrea 
425-649-7223 
e-mail:  rmcc461@ecy.wa.gov  

King County: 
Anne Dettelbach 
425-649-7093 
e-mail:  adet461@ecy.wa.gov  

Kitsap or Snohomish Counties:  
Sarah Davenport-Smith 
425-649-7263 
e-mail:  sada461@ecy.wa.gov  



If you need this publication in an alternate format, please call the Water Quality Program at 360-407-6401. 
Persons with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons with a speech disability can call 
877-833-6341. 

Island, Skagit, and Whatcom Counties: 
Christina Maginnis 
360-715-5212 
e-mail:  cmag461@ecy.wa.gov  

Clark, Cowlitz, Clallam, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Pierce, and Thurston Counties:  
Alison Chamberlin 
360-407-0245 
e-mail:  acha461@ecy.wa.gov  

Benton, Chelan, Douglas, Kittitas, and Yakima Counties:  
Terry Wittmeier 
509-574-3991 
e-mail:  twit461@ecy.wa.gov  

Asotin, Franklin, Grant, Spokane, Walla Walla, and Whitman Counties:  
Dave Duncan 
509-329-3554 
e-mail:  ddun461@ecy.wa.gov  

 


