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Rule Adoption Notice 
Dangerous Waste Regulations  
Chapter 173-303 WAC 

As a result of legislation passed in 2003 (ESSB 5766) Ecology is required to 
send out notification to businesses affected by rule adoptions.  To comply with 
this law and to keep the regulated community better informed of Ecology rule 
adoptions, you are receiving this notification of a rule adoption.  

 

Requirements of the rule 
The Dangerous Waste Regulations set forth waste management standards for 
generators of hazardous waste and for facilities that treat, store, dispose, or recycle 
hazardous waste.  The regulations combine federal and state requirements.  
Washington is authorized to implement the federal hazardous waste program instead 
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and must periodically incorporate 
new federal requirements and make technical corrections.   
 
Summary of the rule changes adopted on November 30, 2004 
With this rulemaking, both federal requirements and some state-initiated 
amendments were adopted.  Federal requirements include updates to export 
requirements, coordination between air emission and hazardous waste permitting, 
universal waste rule for mercury-containing devices, and revisions to mixture and 
derived-from rules.  
 
State-only requirements were updated by making technical and editorial corrections, 
clarifications, and improvements to the waste management system.  These include 
updating reporting form names, adding NAIC codes to replace SIC codes, and 
modifying used oil and permit-by-rule requirements.  Fertilizer registration will be 
more efficient by no longer requiring annual submission of testing data in many 
cases.  The Hazardous Waste Facilities Initiative was implemented by adopting rules 
that extend closure and financial responsibility requirements to recyclers and used 
oil processors/re-refiners.  These facilities must now develop plans for closing their 
facility, and determine a cost estimate and provide financial assurance for closing 
each facility.  
 
For more detail see Highlights of the 2005 amendments to the Dangerous Waste 
Regulations in effect January 1, 2005, Ecology Publication 04-04-035.  
 
Effective January 1, 2005 
These amendments to Chapter 173-303 WAC became effective on January 1, 2005.  
Certain provisions for used oil and recycling facilities are being phased in.  Closure 
plans for used oil and recycling facilities are due to Ecology within six months of the 
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effective date of the rule.  Financial assurance to cover the closure cost of these 
facilities is being phased in over time.  The facilities have 5 years to fully fund a 
trust fund, and other financial mechanisms must be in place within 3 years. 
 
The Dangerous Waste Regulations are available by calling Ecology’s publications 
office at (360) 407-7472 and asking for publication number 92-91.  You can also 
access this publication electronically at: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/9291.html. 
 
Appeal procedures  
This adoption can be appealed under procedures described in the Administrative 
Procedure Act (RCW 34.05.330).  For additional information about appealing this 
adoption please contact Jerry Thielen, Ecology’s Regulatory Affairs Manager at 
(360) 407-7551 or by email jthi461@ecy.wa.gov. 

 

Technical Assistance  
For technical assistance contact a HWTR Program regional specialist in your nearest 
regional office:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you require this publication in an alternate format, please call the Hazardous 
Waste and Toxics Reduction Program at (360) 407-6700.  If you are a person with a 
speech or hearing impairment, call 711, or 800-833-6388. 
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