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About the roundtable  
This meeting convened approx. 30 individuals from across a range of diverse interests, including Tribes, local 
governments, utilities, agricultural interests, environmental interests, industry, and others. Meeting objectives were to:  

• Discuss what a resilient water future looks like for the region, and what local priorities drive that vision 
• Identify barriers that are in the way of achieving that vision and addressing local needs. 
• Explore solutions that will move the region towards a resilient water future, and how Washington can help 

Participants’ experiences of water trends in the region 

• Wet, warmer winters with little or no snowpack at higher elevations. 
• Increased rain on snow events and more extreme flooding leads to water quality impacts (e.g., sewer overflows). 
• Earlier, more rapid melt off, dry riverbanks by May or June, hot surface water temperatures, rotting fish. 
• Hazardous blue green algal blooms and increased wildfire risk. 

Regional vision of a resilient water future 

• Clean, sustained flows that support fish populations, agriculture, industry, and growth where water is available. 
• Enhanced conservation from major behavioral shifts among ratepayers. 
• Water recycling for industry and irrigation; more water storage. 
• More flexible regulatory oversight and greater local governance.  

 

 Barriers to a resilient water future Solutions for a resilient water future 
Physical/ 
technological 

• No available water rights where growth is. 

• Water quality impacts from development. 

• Failing sewer systems and risks to aquifer. 

• Water quality concerns RE: storage. 

• Strengthen supply/demand data. 

• Increase water storage and banking. 

• Increase aquifer recharge. 

• Reclaimed water systems to minimize reliance 
on groundwater. 

Legal/ 
regulatory 

• Antiquated, complicated water law. 

• Disincentives for senior water rights holders 
to conserve. 

• Lack of enforcement.  

• Uncontrolled development.   

• Idaho adjudication and appropriations 
threatens WA supplies. 

• Intertie statute disincentives consolidation. 

• Simplify processes. 

• Strengthen enforcement while leaning more 
towards place-based policies.  

• Growth aligned with water availability.  

• Mandatory seasonal restrictions or cap & 
trade. 

Institutional/ 
governance 

• Out of basin transfers impacting stream 
flows, fish survival, and Tribal ways of life. 

• Lack of collaborative governance at the 
regional level and across state agencies. 

• Unified vision and integrated water plan. 

• Transboundary management. 

• Diverse solutions for diverse geographies. 

• More boots on the ground to engage users. 

Financial • Inadequate grant funding 

• Rising costs of water rights and O&M  

• Price of water is too low.  

• Financial rewards for conservation efforts. 

• Better align price of water, e.g., fee structures 
with surge pricing used with smart meters. 

• Grant funding for citizen restoration. 

Social/ 
political 

• Lack of broad awareness of the urgency of 
water challenges; lack of basic water literacy 
within the public. 

• Distrust of government; fear of loss.  

• Lack of political will to work across interests. 

• Consistent education and outreach campaigns 
to support conservation across watersheds. 

• Establish broad agreement on water vision.  

• Listening and trust-building across interests. 

• Educate legislators on water policy. 



Washington’s Water Future - Spokane Regional Roundtable Synthesis 

Moving towards implementation  

This table reflects outcomes from small-group discussions that explored what is needed, what Washington can offer, and 
how to foster collaboration for five resilient water solutions identified for Spokane region. Many responses apply both to 
regional and state scales.  

Increase water availability data and water literacy.   
1) Build a statewide supply and demand data management structure for both surface water and groundwater 

that well owners, ratepayers, managers, elected officials, etc. could access to encourage data-driven 
behavioral change, policies, and decision-making.  

2) Building on state’s framework, require districts and purveyors to submit data to build out a regional real-time 
database. 

3) Create a regional communications plan for utility-based education/outreach. 
4) Integrate water literacy topics into K-12 curriculum. 

Harmonize water and growth.   
1) Evaluate and lower barriers to sharing water resources across systems with an eye towards equity. 
2) Develop a regional integrated water systems plan enforceable by the state.  
3) Legislatively establish and fund a regional water authority that leads implementation of the integrated plan 

and drives collaborative coordination on water supply, water use, and conservation methods. 
4) Improve coordination between counties and water purveyors. 

Modernize the water code. 
1) Base all revisions on a clear statewide vision for resilient water future. 
2) Reexamine restrictions on transfer of inchoate municipal water rights. 
3) Approach modernization in a measured way with targeted, piloted revisions that could be scaled elsewhere. 
4) Increase efficiency in the adjudication processes. 

Remove barriers to consolidation of water supply and intertying municipal systems. 
1) Prioritize and identify reliable funding for failing water systems to pursue consolidation. 
2) Characterize local supply and demand to ground consolidation dialogues (e.g., for the Spokane Valley 

Rathdrum Prairie, or SVRP, aquifer).  
3) Increase coordination between Dept. of Ecology and Dept. of Health to avoid permitting the smallest systems.  
4) Update municipal water law and intertie statute to support consolidation in priority areas.  
5) Update Coordinated Water System Plans (CWSP) to encourage regional planning (e.g., the SVRP Aquifer 

CWSP).  
6) Model water planning on regional transportation successes. 

Encourage municipal water conservation. 
1) Create a shared water data dashboard and establish numeric goals to galvanize collective action and build 

broader awareness. 
2) Strengthen state requirements for municipal conservation planning by including minimum standards for 

funding eligibility. 
3) Incentivize installation of more water efficient landscaping and water-smart technology with targeted rebates. 
4) Develop regional authorities for shared governance across purveyors.  
5) Model water conservation tactics on energy conservation successes. 
6) Analyze capital costs for avoided peak demand infrastructure vs. costs for conservation incentive programs. 

Build new water supply infrastructure. 
1) Conduct water audits to demonstrate water loss and system inefficiencies to funders and the public.  
2) Pursue regional planning for basin-wide water management that engages all interests, including water 

purveyors, Dept. Of Ecology, Dept. of Health, well drillers and geologists, and transboundary partners (Idaho). 
3) Remove permitting barriers and increase coordination across permitting entities. 

 


