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About the roundtable
This meeting convened approx. 30 individuals from across a range of diverse interests, including local governments,
utilities, agricultural interests, environmental interests, businesses, and others. Meeting objectives were to:

e Discuss what a resilient water future looks like for the region, and what local priorities drive that vision

e |dentify barriers that are in the way of achieving that vision and addressing local needs.
e Explore solutions that will move the region towards a resilient water future, and how Washington can help

Participants’ experiences of water trends in the region

e Rapid depletion and associated declining water quality in the deep aquifer

e Dried up streambeds (e.g., Crab Creek for the last seven years)

e Aging and/or strained infrastructure and capacity-limited irrigation district systems

e Service interruptions for municipalities alongside increased demand from data centers

e Toxic algae in lakes and streams affecting recreation, the recreational industry, and quality of life

Regional vision of a resilient water future

e Thriving, livable communities that can recreate, fish, and prosper

e Expanded irrigation cropland throughout the region

e Harvestable salmon in the river and sandhill cranes by the lake

e Anintegrated regional water plan that relies on cohesive water data and is backed by state funding

Barriers to a resilient water future Solutions for a resilient water future
Physical/ e lack of storage (underground & surface). e Mainstem off-channel surface water storage.
technological | ¢ Physical constraints of aging infrastructure. | ¢ Direct reuse, following the model of other

and capacity-limited canals. states, e.g., California.
Legal/ e Antiquated water law. e Consistent application and enforcement of
regulatory e Burdensome or missing permitting water law and rules.
processes. e Revising laws to allow irrigation systems to

e Lack of agency flexibility. support municipal water uses.
Institutional/ | e¢ Lack of shared vision or process. e More collaborative integrated planning.
Governance e No framework to celebrate wins. e More authority to the Office of Columbia River

e lack of relationship with Ecology staff. for water governance in the region.

e Educating Ecology staff on past policy decisions.

Financial e Low cost of water. e Adedicated, self-sustaining funding source.

e |nadequate funding for investments. e Incentives for depositing deep aquifer water

e Burdensome system costs to utilities. into shallow storage.

e Inadequate reward for conservation.
Social/ e Lack of urgency or broad public awareness | ® Educating legislators to build a bench of water
political of water challenges. champions in Olympia.

e Mixed perceptions of water supply. e Bold conservation using new and existing

funding sources.
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Moving towards implementation

This table reflects outcomes from small-group discussions that explored what is needed, what Washington can offer, and
how to foster collaboration for five resilient water solutions identified for Moses Lake-Othello region. Many responses
apply both to regional and state scales.

Create more flexible and adaptable permitting (e.g., for Aquifer Storage and Recovery, or ASR).

1) Enact legislation that clarifies permitting-related agency actions and authorities, mandates aggressive pursuit
of ASR and other supply solutions, and supports a more solutions-oriented approach

2) Establish a statewide policy advisory group focused on addressing water resources-related permitting
challenges and advancing permitting solutions.

3) Increase agency-led technical assistance for permitting projects.

4) Provide greater regulatory certainty and develop permitting timelines to encourage large-scale investments
with longer planning horizons.

Expand regional water storage and conveyance.

1) Support integrated planning for regional storage and conveyance projects with funding for facilitation.

2) Support completion of the Columbia Basin Project by advancing feasibility study and EIS. Project must include
Potholes Evacuation route, additional fish passage in Grand Coulee and Chief Joseph, and uninterrupted
municipal and industrial water supply.

3) Develop off-channel storage on the mainstem Columbia River

4) Resolve the Bureau of Reclamation’s water right on the Columbia River.

Establish a reliable funding source for water infrastructure and investments.
1) Educate state and federal legislators on the region’s challenges and advocate for public investment.
2) Create a dedicated, flexible funding mechanism that addresses high up-front infrastructure costs.
3) Provide additional financial incentives, such as waiving loan fees and reducing taxes.
4) Support convenings for regional, state, and federal partners to collaborate on joint efforts to secure and
combine funding streams.

Promote and incentivize water conservation.
For municipalities:
1) Educate ratepayers on water challenges and costs that factor into a utility bill.
2) Provide financial incentives for xeriscaping and/or require it in community development guidelines.
3) Provide incentives to water systems to invest in more efficient systems.
4) Establish a regional distribution system (via e.g., special purpose district) using US Bureau of Reclamation’s
surface water right.
5) Revise “impairment” statutes to encourage water reuse and wastewater recycling.
For agricultural sector:
1) Revise the relinquishment statute in our state’s water laws.
2) Develop incentive packages for water-efficient irrigation practices and systems.
3) Provide greater enforcement/compliance of conservation practices at the basin level.

Support integrated water resources planning and regional collaboration.
1) Develop unified vision and shared goals at the regional level with the formation of a multi-interest basin
collaborative.
2) Create a statewide water plan that provides the foundation for nested and compatible regional plans.
3) Provide incentives to early actors of integrated planning.
4) Train agency staff to encourage consistency in enforcement and support innovation.




