STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504-7600  360-407-6000

Public Notice: Announcing the Draft Sand and Gravel General Permit for Review and Comment

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) proposes to reissue the Sand & Gravel National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System and State Waste Discharge General Permit (SGGP). The current
permit was last issued in April 2021 and is scheduled to expire at the end of March 2026. The draft
general permit, fact sheet on the draft explaining the legal and technical basis for the permit, economic
impact analysis, and a copy of the proposed application for coverage are available are available for
review from 9 a.m. on August 6, 2025, through 11:59 p.m. on September 25, 2025. Ecology will host two
public meetings and hearings on the draft permit.

Purpose of the Permit

The Sand & Gravel General Permit regulates discharges of water — process water, stormwater, and water
from mine dewatering — associated with sand and gravel, rock quarry, and similar mining operations,
concrete batch plants, and hot mix asphalt operations. Under the Federal Clean Water Act and State
Water Pollution Control Acts this permit protects Washington’s waters and aquatic life by ensuring that
untreated wastewater from these mining, concrete, and asphalt operations does not carry pollutants
into waters of the state. When the permitted activities conducted by a specific class of industries are
similar, Ecology issues a general permit to cover all of them, rather than issuing a series of individual
permits.

Applying for Coverage Under the Permit

Facilities that have renewed coverage by October 2, 2025, and are covered under the existing permit, are
covered under the new permit. New or unpermitted facilities may obtain coverage under the permit by
submitting a complete permit application to Ecology and satisfying all applicable public notice and State
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) requirements (WAC 173-226-200). Access to the application is available
online at https://ecology.wa.gov/SandandGravel.

Copies of the Draft Permit and Fact Sheet

The draft permit and fact sheet are available online at https://ecology.wa.gov/SandandGravel. You may
request hard copies from the Water Quality Program by contacting Jackie Lince at
jackie.lince@ecy.wa.gov or 360-407-6600.
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Submitting Comments

Ecology will accept comments on the draft permit from 9 a.m. on August 6, 2025 through 11:59 p.m. on
September 25, 2025. Ecology prefers online comment submission. Written comments by mail must be
postmarked by September 25, 2025. Comments should reference specific permit text when possible.

You can submit comment in the following ways:

. Submit comments online at https://wg.ecology.commentinput.com?id=fBmrHTZte
(preferred method)
o By U.S. mail (postmarked by September 25, 2025)
Eric Daiber, WA Department of Ecology , PO Box 47696, Olympia, WA 98504-7696
. At one of our public hearings

Public Meetings and Hearings

The informational presentation explains the general permit and to answer questions prior to the formal
public hearing. The hearing provides an opportunity for people to give formal spoken testimony and
written comments on the proposed draft permit. The public hearing will begin immediately following the
public meeting and will conclude when public testimony is complete. Spoken testimony, during this time,
will receive the same consideration as written comments.

In-Person Public Meeting & Hearing

Sept. 9, 2025 —-1:30 p.m.

Washington State Department of Ecology, Main Auditorium

300 Desmond Drive SE, Lacey, WA 98503

Registration is not required if attending in person, although it will assist event coordination.
Register by emailing eric.daiber@ecy.wa.gov.

Online Public Meeting & Hearing

Sept. 10, 2025 - 5:30 p.m.

Register in advance for this meeting at https://waecy-wa-
gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/W2gtpvZwS 6MIIEIBAL4gQ

After Ecology receives and considers all public comments, we will make a final decision on permit
issuance. Ecology expects to make a decision on the general permit in winter of 2026.

ADA Accessibility

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 360-407-6600, email
eric.daiber@ecy.wa.gov, or visit https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility. For Relay Service or TTY call 711 or
877-833-6341.

If you have questions, please contact Eric Daiber at eric.daiber@ecy.wa.gov or 360-742-1511.
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