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APPENDIX 14 – Stormwater Management Action Planning for 
New Permittees  

Stormwater Management Action Planning1 (SMAP). Permittees shall conduct a similar process 
and consider the range of issues outlined in the Stormwater Management Action Planning 
Guidance (Ecology, 2024; Publication no. 24-10-027). Permittees may rely on another 
jurisdiction to meet all or part of SMAP requirements at a watershed-scale, provided a SMAP is 
completed for at least one priority catchment located within the Permittee’s jurisdiction. 

1. Receiving Water Assessment. Permittees shall document and assess existing 
information related to their local receiving waters and contributing area conditions to 
identify which receiving waters are most likely to benefit from stormwater management 
planning. 

By March 31, 2027, Permittees shall submit a watershed inventory and include a brief 
description of the relative conditions of the receiving waters and the contributing areas. 
The watershed inventory shall be submitted as a table with each receiving water name, 
its total watershed area, the percent of the total watershed area that is in the 
Permittee’s jurisdiction, and the findings of the stormwater management influence 
assessment for each basin. Indicate which receiving waters will be included in the 
prioritization process. Include a map of the delineated basins with references to the 
watershed inventory table. 

a) Identify which basins are expected to have a relatively low Stormwater 
Management Influence for SMAP. See the guidance document for definition and 
description of this assessment. Basins having relatively low expected Stormwater 
Management Influence for SMAP do not need to be included in 2-3.  

2. Receiving Water Prioritization. Informed by the assessment of receiving water 
conditions in 1), above, and other local and regional information, Permittees shall 
develop and implement a prioritization method and process to determine which 
receiving waters will receive the most benefit from implementation of stormwater 
facility retrofits, tailored implementation of SWMP actions, and other 
land/development management actions (different than the existing new and 
redevelopment requirements). The retrofits and actions shall be designed to:  

a) conserve, protect, or restore receiving waters through stormwater and land 
management strategies that act as water quality management tools,  

b) reduce pollutant loading, and  

c) address hydrologic impacts from existing development as well as planned for 
and expected future buildout conditions. 

 

1 New Permittees are exempt from S5.C.1.d. for this permit term. 
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No later than June 30, 2027, document the prioritized and ranked list of receiving 
waters.  

d) The Permittee shall document the priority ranking process used to identify high 
priority receiving waters. The Permittee may reference existing local watershed 
management plan(s) as source(s) of information or rationale for the 
prioritization. 

e) The ranking process shall include the identification of high priority catchment 
area(s) for focus of the Stormwater Management Action Plan (SMAP) in (3), 
below. 

3. Stormwater Management Action Plan (SMAP). No later than March 31, 2028, 
Permittees shall develop a SMAP for at least one high priority catchment area from (2), 
above, that identifies all of the following: 

a) A description of the stormwater facility retrofits needed for the area, including 
the BMP types and preferred locations. Include projects that address 
transportation-related runoff from high traffic areas. 

b) Land management/development strategies and/or actions identified for water 
quality management. 

c) Focused, enhanced, or customized implementation of stormwater management 
actions related to permit sections within S5, including: 

(1) IDDE field screening,  
(2) Prioritization of Source Control inspections,  
(3) O&M inspections or enhanced maintenance, or  
(4) Public Education and Outreach behavior change programs. 
(5) Identified actions shall support other specifically identified stormwater 

management strategies and actions for the basin overall, or for the 
catchment area. 

d) If applicable, identification of changes needed to local long-range plans, to 
address SMAP priorities. 

e) A proposed implementation schedule and budget sources for:  

f) Short-term actions (i.e., actions to be accomplished within six years), and  

g) Long-term actions (i.e., actions to be accomplished within seven  
to 20 years). 

4. Actions in the SMAP that may benefit overburdened communities, including specifically 
Vulnerable Populations and Highly Impacted Communities. 

5. A process and schedule to provide future assessment and feedback to improve the 
planning process and implementation of procedures or projects. 
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