
 

The Washington State Department of Ecology is soliciting interest from parties that want to participate 
in the SSC Policy Advisory Committee (PAC). The ideal committee will consist of 15-20 members, 
representing a number of stakeholders and tribal partners.  

Background: 

In 2018, Phase I municipal stormwater permittees requested a project to launch a scientific and 
stakeholder process to develop recommendations to improve the Structural Stormwater Control (SSC) 
framework and associated requirements.  

Initially, the permittees envisioned a scientific and stakeholder process that first convened a policy 
group to inform technical needs and perform technical analysis with the group’s results informing 
further policy discussion. However, due to concerns related to the ongoing appeal and other factors, the 
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) decided to proceed with a technical study first. In fall 
2020, Ecology allocated stormwater grant program funds to address the SSC section of the existing 
Phase I permit and convene a technical advisory committee to discuss the current state of scientific 
knowledge. In June 2021, the SSC Science Synthesis white paper which outlines the current state of 
scientific knowledge was finalized, and can be found on the Washington Stormwater Center Website. 

We are now proceeding with the policy portion of this effort. The purpose of this PAC is to discuss and 
provide recommendations to help inform the SSC requirements, specifically in terms of a system for 
quantifying SSC requirements and the level of effort in Ecology’s Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit 
reissuance. The PAC will also discuss whether and/ or how the Phase I SSC requirements approach is 
appropriate for the Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permits. The recommendations 
generated by PAC will be submitted to Ecology by June 30, 2022. 

PAC Member Responsibilities: 

• Work cooperatively with other PAC members, the facilitator, and Ecology staff to accomplish the 
purpose of PAC, which is to provide recommendations to help inform the SSC requirements in 
Ecology’s Municipal Stormwater Permit reissuance. 

• Come prepared to fully and constructively participate in PAC discussions.  
o Read the SSC Science Synthesis paper and follow up on your questions about context or 

content with the lead author and/or Phase I permit writer. 
o Work between meetings to educate themselves yourself and understand the topics at 

hand. 
• Identify other parties whose interests, concerns, and opinions you will raise during PAC 

discussions and how they you will keep them informed and gather their continued input. 

https://www.wastormwatercenter.org/permit-assistance/municipal/smap/


• Following meetings, review the draft meeting summary and share any concerns or suggested 
edits with all PAC members and the facilitator.  
 

We anticipate that this project will conclude in the summer of 2022 and may consist of monthly 
meetings, however the meeting schedule will depend on the full scope of the discussion topics agreed 
upon by the PAC. 

Ecology intends to select members of the PAC early in September, 2021. If interested in joining, please 
fill out the survey linked below by September 9 2021. If you have any questions, you may contact Emma 
Trewhitt at emma.trewhitt@ecy.wa.gov.  

mailto:emma.trewhitt@ecy.wa.gov

