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Welcome to the workshop and public hearing for the Draft 
Irrigation System Aquatic Weed Control General Permit
Connect to audio
After joining the webinar, look for the 
“Audio Connection” pop-up.

Choose to:
• Join with computer audio.
• Join and call into the webinar.

All lines are muted.

Calling in only?  Press *9 to raise your hand 
if you need assistance.

Choose your audio preference:

Still can’t hear us? Send the host a chat through the 
chat box or email matthew.tietjen@ecy.wa.gov.



Welcome to the Workshop and Hearing 
for the Irrigation Permit
Danielle Edelman, Permit Writer
Offered Feb. 21 & 22, 2023
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PLACEHOLDER



How to use the “chat” function
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Need technical assistance?

Ask the host for help by 
texting the host in chat.



How to change your name
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How to turn on captions
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How to use the “Raise Hand” function
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Use the raise hand function 
to indicate you have a 
question or wish to testify.

Now, let’s test it.
Raise your hand if you want to testify today.



Introducing our team
• Danielle Edelman: Permit Writer
• Matthew Tietjen: Technical Assistance
• Stacey Callaway: Hearing Officer
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Today’s schedule

1. Presentation on the draft permit and 
draft environmental impact statement

2. Q&A session
3. Hearing
4. Thank you!
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Announcements and Next Steps

• Workshops and hearings
o February 21 at 10:00 AM
o February 22 at 5:30 PM

• Comment period closes on March 20, 2023

• Final decision by early June, 2023
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Ground rules

• Use respectful language.

• Be mindful of the length of 
questions and testimony.

• Speak in order called.

• Silence your cell phones.

• Limit background noise when 
speaking.



Irrigation System Aquatic Weed Control 
General Permit
Workshop and Hearing for the Draft Permit and Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement
February 21 and 22, 2023
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The Irrigation System Aquatic Weed Control 
General Permit

• ISAWC or Irrigation Permit

• Combined National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) and State Waste 
Discharge General Permit

• Covers discharges from pesticide-
treated water from irrigation canals 
into surface waters
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The Permit Cycle and the Expired Permit

• Current permit expired in 2017

• Permits are usually updated every 
5 years

• Draft Permit required a new EIS

• Considered input from permittees 
and other interested parties and 
stakeholders
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The Draft Environmental Impact Statement

• DEIS or EIS

• Released along with the Draft 
Permit

• Reviews the active ingredients 
conditionally approved in the Draft 
Permit

• Part of the State Environmental 
Policy Act (SEPA) process
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Proposed Changes to the 2023 Permit
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An overview of the major proposed changes to the 2023 reissued permit



New Active Ingredients 
and Adjuvants
• Active ingredients previously reviewed for the 

Aquatic Plant and Algae Management General 
Permit:

• 2,4-D
• Diquat 
• Flumioxaszin
• Glyphosate
• Topramezone

• Permittees may use adjuvants approved by 
WSDA
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Holding Treated 
Water
• If side channels are closed during 

a main canal treatment, 
permittees may use dye tracking 
instead of travel time for 
reopening time

• Some initial monitoring is 
required first
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Maintaining a Reduced 
Monitoring Plan
• New guidance for maintaining a 

reduced monitoring plan
• Emphasis is on continued permit 

compliance
• The application process is not 

changed
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New Plans for Permit 
Applications
• Acrolein Application Plan
• Education and Outreach Plan

• Permittees can work together 
or with another organization 
like Washington State Water 
Resources Association 
(WSWRA) to develop these 
plans
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Treatment Timing 
Windows
• Refer to WDFW map tool
• Public comment period for 

modified timing windows
• Ecology is the primary contact:

• aquaticpesticideperm@ecy.wa.gov

20

mailto:aquaticpesticideperm@ecy.wa.gov
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WDFW timing window map tool:
https://tinyurl.com/y5k7q23p

https://tinyurl.com/y5k7q23p


Notification 
Requirements
• Permittees need to provide public 

notification of treatments by 5:00 
p.m. one day before treatment

• Website, newspaper, email list

• Notify Ecology of treatments by 3:00 
p.m. one day before treatment 
(weekends ok)
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Pictograms
• Pictograms are now required on 

notice signs
• 5 years to replace all signs (until 

2028 permit)
• Can use approved pictograms 

from Ecology, or other 
pictograms that mean the same 
thing
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Digital Reporting
• Digital reporting is an EPA 

requirement
• Electronic Notice of Intent (eNOI) and 

Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR) 
will be available through Secure 
Access Washington (SAW)

• Permit modifications will not be 
online

• Electronic reporting waiver is 
available for permittees with limited 
internet access24



Staggered 
Implementation
• Some permit conditions would conflict 

with 2023 treatment season (April 
through October)

• Permittees may use current 
application plans until January 2024

• Current permittees have until the end 
of the second year of permit coverage 
to develop an Education and Outreach 
Plan
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Permit Organization
• Updated the layout of the permit

• Some sections have been moved
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Draft Environmental Impact Statement
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An overview of the draft EIS for the Irrigation 
System Aquatic Weed Control General Permit



What is a Draft EIS?
• Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

• “…a government document that outlines the impact of a 
proposed project on its surrounding environment. In the 
United States, these statements are mandated by federal law 
for certain projects.” (American Bar Association)

• Reviews an action and the alternatives
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What is in this DEIS? 
• Needed to assess the impact of the Irrigation Permit

• No action vs alternatives

• Chemical treatment

• Physical and mechanical removal

• Biological control
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Which Chemical Reviews are New?
• New reviews for copper, acrolein, and xylene

• Other active ingredients’ reviews are from the 2017 
Supplemental EIS for other aquatic pesticide permits
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Public Comment Period Ends Soon
• Submit public comments by 11:59 p.m. on March 20, 2023

• Use the separate links for Permit and DEIS comments

• Written draft permit comments:
• https://wq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=4GdZb

• Written DEIS comments:
• https://wq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=caV6F

• Oral comments will be taken after this presentation
• State whether you are commenting on the permit or DEIS

https://wq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=4GdZb
https://wq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=caV6F


Q&A Session Guidelines
• Keep questions focused on the permit, environmental impact 

statement, and the reissuance process.

• Save formal testimony for the hearing. Up next.

• If you use the chat, use the drop down to ask questions of 
“Everyone.”

• Respect all voices and don’t interrupt.

• Thank you!
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Questions
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Ask now or contact the permit writer:
Danielle.Edelman@ecy.wa.gov

mailto:Danielle.Edelman@ecy.wa.gov
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Public hearing
Please limit testimony to 3 minutes



Submitting Written Comments
Online:
Draft Permit: 
https://wq.ecology.commentinp
ut.com/?id=4GdZb

Draft EIS: 
https://wq.ecology.commentinp
ut.com/?id=caV6F

Comments due by Mar. 20, 2023

Mail To:
Danielle Edelman
WA State Department of Ecology 
P.O. Box 47696
Olympia, WA  98504-7696
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https://wq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=4GdZb
https://wq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=caV6F


Thank You

Questions?
Danielle Edelman
General Permit Writer, Water Quality
Danielle.Edelman@ecy.wa.gov
360-763-2597
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mailto:Danielle.Edelman@ecy.wa.gov


Break

We are taking a short break. 

The public hearing will resume shortly. 

Please check the chat to see what time the hearing will 
resume.
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