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Good afternoon!

Marcia Porter
Statewide Permit Manager and 
Water Quality Permit Writer

509-406-6624

marcia.porter@ecy.wa.gov

Fresh Fruit Packing General Permit
https://ecology.wa.gov/FreshFruitPack

https://wq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=aCWrf9iJd
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Evolution of the permit

Individual PermitsTHEN

Pre-1994
89 Facilities

General Permits NOW
Post-1994
160 Facilities

Source
Department of Ecology Water Quality Permitting and 
Reporting Information System (PARIS), 2025-October-20



Fresh Fruit Packing General Permits

160 Facilities
• 140 Central Region
• 20 Eastern Region
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Reissuance timeline

Through Spring 
2026
• Early input
• Writing draft permit 
• Economic impact 

analysis

Summer 2026
• Draft permit release
• Public comment 

period
• Public meetings & 

hearings

Fall 2026
• Review and consider 

all comments 
• Make revisions

Dec. 31, 2026
• Current permit 

expires
• Decision on permit 

issuance
• Official response to 

comments
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Fruit packing and water quality
• Water is used to float, 

wash, and move fruit

• The wastewater can 
have residual chemicals 
from the packing 
process or conventional 
pollutants

6



Key permit requirements
• Monitoring 
• Best management 

practices
• Inspection
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Proposed updates
• Sample type updates for pack line discharges to a surface 

water

• Updates for general conditions and formatting of the permit 
documents to align with other general permits in the state
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Monitoring for PFAS
Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances = 
PFAS

• Man-made 

• Forever chemicals — persistent in 
the environment, do not break 
down easily

• Many sources

• Propose monitoring to determine if 
fruit packing facilities are 
contributing to PFAS pollution
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Short-term monitoring for 6PPD
• Chemical added to tires to 

prevent cracking and 
premature wear—constant 
degradation

• Lethal to salmon and can 
contaminate water systems

• Monitoring to investigate if 
loading docks and vehicles 
may be a contributor
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General conditions
• Changes in layout to make permit documents easier to read 

and accessible
• Updates to the permit General Conditions to bring the permit 

into compliance with any new or updated state or federal 
laws and to be consistent with other state general permits
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Online permit applications & reporting
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Share 
your 
thoughts 
with us

Submit comments online (preferred): 
https://wq.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=aCWrf9iJd

Send via U.S. mail 

Marcia Porter 
Washington Department of Ecology–Central 
Region
1250 West Alder Street
Union Gap, WA 98903

http://ecology.wa.gov/FreshFruitPack
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