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Boatyard General Permit
Listening Session will Begin Soon

Connecting to Audio: 3 Options
 Select “Call Me”

̶ Enter your phone number
̶ You will be called

 Select “I Will Call In”

̶ Dial the number provided

 Select “Call Using Computer”

̶ Follow directions to use your computer microphone and speakers

We will do at least two sound checks a few minutes 
before the scheduled start
Having technical difficulties? Use the chat box or email 
lucienne.banning@ecy.wa.gov.

Please bear with us as we are 
conducting this session remotely. 
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A few logistics…

Thank you for joining us!
 You should be able to hear us now
 If you cannot hear the presentation, please restart audio and try again
Attendee lines are muted by Ecology during the presentation

̶ Have questions/comments ready at the presentation’s conclusion

Use the chat box for technical difficulties
Please have patience: we are conducting this webinar in our home 
environments, due to the Stay Home, Stay Healthy Executive Order
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Webinar Ground 
Rules

Please use respectful language

Direct all inquiries or comments via 
the chat function to Ecology, 
including:

-Input on specific sections of the 
permit/language
-Suggestions for any guidance 
needed
-Questions on the proposed 
changes



Boatyard General Permit
Listening Session

Presented By: James Hovis, Permit Writer
James.Hovis@ecy.wa.gov



Mission 
and
Vision
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Our mission
Protect, preserve, and enhance 
Washington’s environment for 
current and future generations.

Our vision
Our innovative partnerships 
sustain healthy land, air, and 
water in harmony with a strong 
economy.
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Authority to 
Implement

Permit: Conditional authorization to discharge

Federal: Clean Water Act (CWA)
 EPA delegated authority to the WA Dept. of Ecology

State: Water Pollution Control Act (RCW 
90.48)
 WA State regulation that manages discharges to 

Waters of the State

State: Waste Discharge General Permits 
(WAC 173-226)
 Creates the framework for General Permits 
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Purpose of the Permit

 The Boatyard General Permit is a NPDES General Permit and a State 
Waste Discharge permit, which conditionally authorizes stormwater 
and wastewater discharges associated with boatyards.

̶ A boatyard is a facility engaged in the construction, repair, and 
maintenance of small vessels.

̶ Services typically provided include: pressure washing hulls, painting and 
coating, engine system repair, hull repair, bilge cleaning, fuel and 
lubrication system repair, welding and grinding, buffing and waxing, 
vessel deconstruction activity exclusively on land.



8

Waters of the State

Surface Waters – Lakes, 
ponds, rivers, creeks, 
streams, salt waters
Ground waters – soil 

moisture, such as 
aquifers
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Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW’s)

Delegated – A POTW 
which Ecology has given 
authority to manage its 
own pretreatment 
program
Non-Delegated – A 

POTW for which Ecology 
manages the 
pretreatment program
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Stormwater vs. Wastewater

Stormwater – Water from precipitation (rain, snow) 
Wastewater– Pressure-wash water and process water
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Discharges Regulated by this Permit

Surface
Water

Ground 
Water

Non-
delegated 

POTW

Delegated 
POTW 

(Separate
Pretreatment 

Program)

Stormwater

Wastewater
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Why is Ecology Reissuing 
the Permit?

Federal requirement in the Clean Water Act 
that the NPDES permit is reissued after 5 
years

The Boatyard General Permit was last issued in 
2016 and expires July 31, 2021 after 5 years
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Timeline

Listening sessions, stakeholder 
input, internal discussion, and 

review

Full draft text posted for 
public review, public 
hearings/workshops, 

response to comments

Incorporate 
changes/comments and 
finalize for June 16, 2021 

deadline

1 2 3

Gather Input and Draft Changes:
May 2020 - December 2020

Three Major Milestones in Permit Reissuance

Formal Public Comment: 
January 2021

Finalize Decision on Reissuance: 
March 2021 – June 2021
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Proposed 
Changes  Clarify language and reorganize structure

Ex: Benchmark responses are cyclical, ALL areas with boatyard 
activity are regulated

 More consistent with ISGP where appropriate
Ex: SWPPP site map and spill containment requirements

 Re-Evaluating Benchmarks
 Re-Writing 303(d) listed water body section
 Issues identified in these listening sessions
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We have reached 
the opportunity for comments and questions

What we hope to gather from you now:
Input on specific sections of the permit/language
Suggestions for any guidance needed
Questions on the proposed changes

Note: My contact information is on the next slide for 
additional comments and questions after this webinar.



Thank you for joining us!

Website: 
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Permits-

certifications/Boatyard-general-permit 

Contact:
James Hovis, Permit Writer
James.Hovis@ecy.wa.gov

Subscribe to our listserv: 
ECOLOGY-

BOATYARDGENERALPERMIT@
LISTSERV.ECOLOGY.WA.GOV

mailto:James.Hovis@ecy.wa.gov
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Reporting and Compliance during COVID-19

 Permittees are still responsible for following all permit requirements
 Ecology will exercise reasonable discretion in enforcement issues
 Permittees can use “DD” on DMR’s when unable to sample and 

include an explanation
̶ Reach out to your inspector or administrator.

Documents should be submitted electronically either via 
WQWebPortal or Emailed to you administrator
̶ Until you are safely able to mail a hardcopy
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