STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504-7600  360-407-6000

Public Notice: Announcing the Draft Bridge and Ferry Terminal Washing General
Permit for Review and Comment

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) proposes to reissue the Bridge and Ferry
Terminal Washing National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System and State Waste Discharge
General Permit. The current permit was last issued in June 2022 and is scheduled to expire July 31,
2027. The draft general permit, fact sheet explaining the legal and technical basis for the draft
permit, the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist, and draft application for coverage
(Notice of Intent / NOI) are now available on the permit webpage®. The public is invited to review
and comment on the draft general permit from 9 a.m. December 3, 2025, through 11:59 p.m.
January 23, 2026. Ecology will host two public meetings and hearings on the draft permit.

Purpose of the Permit

The Bridge and Ferry Terminal Washing General Permit was developed to allow regular
maintenance, cleaning, preparatory washing, and painting of bridges, ferry terminals, and
associated metal structures. New to this version of the permit is an activity called hydro-demolition.
The permit provides statewide coverage to authorize the discharge of regulated wastewaters for
entities that are responsible for maintaining bridges or ferry terminals. Ecology will issue permit
coverages to applicants that discharge wastewater associated with the bridge and ferry terminal
maintenance activities.

The Bridge and Ferry Terminal Washing General Permit limits the discharge of pollutants to surface
waters under the authority of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act — Title 33 United States Code
(U.S.C.) Section 1251 — and limits the discharge of pollutants to surface and groundwater under the
authority of the State Water Pollution Control Act — Chapter 90.48 Revised Code of Washington
(RCW). When the permitted activities conducted by a specific class of industries are similar, Ecology
issues a general permit to cover all of them, rather than issuing a series of individual permits.

1 https://ecology.wa.gov/BridgePermit
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Economic Impact

Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-226-120 requires Ecology to prepare an economic
impact analysis on all draft general permits which are intended to directly cover small businesses.
The purpose of the economic impact analysis is to determine whether the permit disproportionally
impacts small businesses. Ecology’s preliminary evaluation determined that an economic impact
analysis was not required because none of the current or former permittees are private entities. Any
analysis of proportionality would be purely speculative, as no businesses, small or otherwise, have
previously received permit coverage.

Applying for Coverage Under the Permit

Facilities that are covered under the existing permit, and have submitted a renewal for their
coverage by June 17, 2026, will have coverage under the new permit. New or unpermitted facilities
may obtain coverage under the permit by submitting a complete permit application to Ecology and
satisfying all applicable public notice and State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) requirements (WAC
173-226-200). The application is available online?.

Submitting Comments

Ecology will accept comments on the draft permit from 9 a.m. December 3, 2025 through 11:59
p.m. January 23, 2026. Ecology prefers online comment submission. Written comments by mail
must be postmarked by January 23, 2026. to be included in the public record. Comments should
reference specific permit text when possible.

You can submit comments in the following ways:

. Submit comments online at https://wg.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=YTNbW8EGu
(preferred method)

. By U.S. mail (postmarked by January 23, 2026)
James Hovis, WA Department of Ecology, PO Box 47696, Olympia, WA 98504-7696

. At one of our hearings

Public Meetings and Hearings

Ecology will host two public meetings and hearings on the draft permit. At the meetings, Ecology
will present the draft permit and answer questions. The public hearings will immediately follow the
presentations. The hearings will provide the opportunity for formal spoken testimony and
comments on the draft permit, and will conclude when public testimony is complete. Spoken
testimony will receive the same consideration as written comments.

Afternoon Public Meeting and Hearing for the draft Bridge and Ferry Terminal Washing
General Permit

Tuesday, January 6, 2025, 2 p.m.

Register in advance for this meeting: https://waecy-wa-
gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/YWttR7EiQD20vNNWuObelw
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Evening Public Meeting and Hearing for the draft Bridge and Ferry Terminal Washing
General Permit

Wednesday, January 7, 2025, 5:30 p.m.

Register in advance for this meeting: https://waecy-wa-
gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/OMaB2tgESh-nTN4hT4GgeA

After Ecology receives and considers all public comments, we will make a final decision on permit
issuance. Ecology expects to make a decision on the general permit in summer 2026.

Copies of the Draft Permit and Fact Sheet

The draft permit, fact sheet, and related documents are available on the permit webpage?. You may
also request hard copies from Jackie Lince, jackie.lince@ecy.wa.gov, 360-407-6600.

ADA Accessibility

The Department of Ecology is committed to providing people with disabilities access to our
information and services by meeting or exceeding the requirements of state and federal laws.

To request an ADA accommodation, email james.hovis@ecy.wa.gov, call 564-999-3244, or call
Ecology through the Washington Telecommunication Relay for services including text telephone
(TTY) at 711 or through your preferred relay service provider. Visit
https://ecology.wa.gov/accessibility for more accessibility information.

Translation

To request this document in another language, please contact Water Quality Program reception at
360-407-6600 and ask for an interpreter, or email james.hovis@ecy.wa.gov.

Questions

If you have questions please contact James Hovis, permit writer, james.hovis@ecy.wa.gov, 564-999-
3244,
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