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Meeting 
Agenda

2:00 PM  Welcome & meeting logistics
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5:00 PM  Wrap up

2:20 PM  Recycling Reform Act overview

4:30 PM  Public comment session

2:10 PM  Rulemaking process and timing

2:30 PM  Draft rule content



Welcome & Meeting Logistics
10 minutes
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Make sure the correct 
microphone and speaker 
settings are selected.

Audio 
and video 
controls



Name 
and 
affiliation

WA Dept. of Ecology (Host)

Check your name in the participants list and add your affiliation.

Check your name in the
participants list and add
your affiliation.



Chat is 
enabled

Use the chat to engage in 
discussion and ask questions 
throughout the meeting.



If you need help, send a direct message to the meeting's Zoom-tech facilitator.

If you need help, send a direct 
message to the meeting's 
Zoom-tech facilitator.

Using 
chat for 
technical 
help



Use emoji reactions to engage non-verbally.
Please use appropriately.

Use emoji reactions to engage 
non-verbally.
Please use appropriately.

React is 
enabled



If you would like to speak 
during the meeting, please 
raise your hand and wait for 
your name to be called.

Raise 
hand for 
questions 
and 
comment



Additional settings including Show captions, breakout rooms, and polls are located under 'More'.

Additional settings including 
Show captions, breakout 
rooms, and polls are located 
under 'More'.

More 
controls



Meeting Purpose

Chapter 70A.208 Revised Code of Washington Solid Waste—

Packaging and Paper Products—Producer Responsibility

• Rulemaking is for implementing, interpreting, or providing specifics 

of a statute Ecology administers or enforces

• The rulemaking process must follow the requirements of Chapter 

34.05 RCW, Administrative Procedures Act

• Ecology seeks feedback on drafted rule language
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Meeting Logistics: Questions & Comments

Committee Members 

• If you would like to ask a question or make a comment throughout 
the meeting, please use Zoom’s chat or “raise hand” feature. 

Non-Committee Participants

• There will be an opportunity to unmute to provide verbal comment 
later in the meeting. During that time, please use Zoom’s chat or 
“raise hand” feature.

• Use the chat feature during the presentation. However, note that 
we cannot accept formal comments in the chat.
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Rule Committee

• Scott Deatherage, Barr-Tech

• Travis Dutton, Washington State Association of Counties

• Julie Gilbertson, Circular Action Alliance

• Melissa Jung, Upstream

• Crystal Leatherman, Washington Retail Association

• Shannon McClelland, Association of Washington Cities

• Heather Trim, Zero Waste Washington

• Rod Whittaker, Washington Refuse & Recycling Association

13



Meeting Logistics

Today’s slides will be posted

Rulemaking Webpage

 

Provide input on rule language

 Public Comment Form
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https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-

rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=HBuQZ3h6t

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
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https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=HBuQZ3h6t


Ground Rules

• Review materials in advance of meetings.

• Share relevant information when possible.

• Use specific examples and simple terms when possible.

• Be respectful of discussion time and maintain a balanced conversation.

• Respect differing perspectives, interests, and positions.

• Propose solutions whenever possible.

• We want to make the most of our limited time today. Please be brief in 

your comments. If time allows, we can circle back to longer comments.
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Rulemaking Process and Timing
10 minutes
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Recycling Reform Rule
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Recycling Reform Rulemaking

• RCW 70A.208.060(2)(j): [The department must] By 2028, 
adopt rules to administer and implement this chapter. The 
department shall seek to adopt rules that are harmonized 
with other states;

• Rulemaking follows the Administrative Procedures Act – 
chapter 34.05 RCW.

• Three major milestones of the rulemaking process:
• CR-101 Rulemaking announcement

• CR-102 Rule proposal

• CR-103 Rule adoption



Anticipated Rulemaking Timeline

March 18, 2026

Filed CR-101 Rulemaking 

Announcement

October 2027

File CR-102 rule 

proposal

April 2028

Rule adoption; File 

CR-103
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Rule Development Phase

We are here

Rule Proposal Phase



Rule Development Phase
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Announce Adopt

File CR-101

March 2026

File CR-102

Oct 2027

File CR-103

April 2028

• Solicit input on draft language:
• Host rulemaking committee meetings

• Hold public comment periods

• Conduct assessments of draft language for 
proposal:
• State Environmental Impact Assessment (SEPA)

• Environmental Justice Assessment (EJA)

• Preliminary Regulatory Assessment (PRA)

• Propose rule language

Propose



Rule Proposal Phase
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Announce Adopt

File CR-101

March 2026

File CR-102

Oct 2027

File CR-103

April 2028

• Solicit comments on proposed language

• Host public hearings

• Hold final comment period

• Consider and respond to public comments

• Finalize all assessments and documents

• Seek rule adoption from Ecology’s director

Propose



Rule Development Timeline

Meeting #1 File CR-102 rule proposal
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Meeting #2 Meeting #3 Meeting #4 Meeting #5
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Rulemaking committee review draft rule language at five quarterly meetings.



Rule Committee Meetings

22

May 2026

•Purpose

•Applicability

•Definitions

•Producer Duties

•Individual PRO

•Alt. Collection

01
August 2026

•Definitions

•PRO duties 

•Performance 
targets

02
December 2026

•Definitions

•PRO duties

•Statewide 
requirements

03
March 2027

•Definitions

•Service provider 
duties

•Exclusion 
petition process

04
June 2027

•Entire chapter 
review
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Track Rule efforts here:

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-950
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Recycling Reform Act Overview
10 minutes
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The Recycling Reform Act
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2025 Law: Chapter 70A.208 Revised Code of Washington

Extended producer responsibility program

Covers packaging and paper products

Residential and public place recycling



Recycling Reform Act key 
participants and roles



Recycling Reform Act key 
participants and roles



Producers

Who are "Producers“?

• Manufacturers/publishers

• Licensees of the brand or 

trademark

• Brand owners

• Importers of record

• First distributors

Producer obligations

• Join the PRO and provide data

• Pay required PRO fees

• Improve packaging design

• Comply with all requirements 
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Producer Responsibility Organization
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What is a PRO?

• Nonprofit organization

• Represents their member producers

• Individual producer PRO

PRO obligations

• Register with Ecology

• Provider Producer information

• Fund program costs

• Submit plans and annual reports

• Consult with the advisory council

• Maintain a website

• Fund reuse grant program

• Reimburse service providers

• Invest in infrastructure

• Ensure responsible end markets

• Establish alternative 

collection programs

• Meet performance targets

• Ensure equitable and 

convenient access

• Ensure education and outreach



• Service Provider obligations
• Register with Ecology by Jan. 31 each year 

• Work with the PRO during startup

• Submit invoices to the PRO

• Document materials managed

• Meet performance standards

• Ensure materials go to responsible markets

• Pass down savings to customers
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Service Providers

• Who is a Service Provider?
• Entity that provides covered services 

for covered materials to covered 
entities

• Government entity that provides, 
contracts, or arranges for covered 
services



How we drafted rule language

30



Chapter 70A.208 RCW
Section Section Title

70A.208.010 Findings—Intent.

70A.208.020 Definitions.

70A.208.030 Producer and producer responsibility 

organization registration.

70A.208.040 Producer and producer responsibility 

organization responsibilities.

70A.208.050 Advisory council.

70A.208.060 Duties of department.

70A.208.070 Service provider registration.

70A.208.080 Service provider responsibilities.

70A.208.090 Statewide collection lists.

70A.208.100 Convenience standards—Alternative 

collection.

70A.208.110 Statewide needs assessments.

70A.208.120 Equity study.

70A.208.130 Producer responsibility organization—Plan.

70A.208.140 Producer responsibility organization—

Contingency plan.
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Section Section Title

70A.208.150 Producer responsibility organization—

Performance targets.

70A.208.160 Producer fees.

70A.208.170 Service provider reimbursement.

70A.208.180 Infrastructure investments.

70A.208.190 Education and outreach.

70A.208.200 Producer responsibility organization—Annual 

report.

70A.208.210 Independent review of program.

70A.208.220 Confidential information submission.

70A.208.230 Enforcement authority—Penalties.

70A.208.240 Study of deposit return system.

70A.208.250 Deposit return system—Intent—

Implementation.

70A.208.260 Petition for the exclusion of certain products.

70A.208.270 Identification of socially vulnerable 

populations.

70A.208.280 Responsible recycling management account.

70A.208.900 Construction—2025 c 316.



Content not proposed for the rule 

Section Section Title

010 Findings—Intent

050 Advisory council

060 Duties of department

090 Statewide collection lists

110 Statewide needs assessments

120 Equity study

210 Independent review of program

220 Confidential information submission
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Section Section Title

230 Enforcement authority—Penalties.

240 Study of deposit return system.

250
Deposit return system—Intent—

Implementation.

270
Identification of socially vulnerable 

populations.

280 Responsible recycling management account.

900 Construction—2025 c 316.

Ecology ask: let us know if you believe rule language is needed for these sections.

Send us a message at recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov 

mailto:recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov


Content proposed for the rule 
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Section Section Title

020 Definitions

030
Producer and producer responsibility 

organization registration

040
Producer and producer responsibility 

organization responsibilities

070 Service provider registration

080 Service provider responsibilities

100
Convenience standards—Alternative 

collection

130 Producer responsibility organization—Plan

Section Section Title

140
Producer responsibility organization—

Contingency plan.

150
Producer responsibility organization—

Performance targets.

160 Producer fees.

170 Service provider reimbursement.

180 Infrastructure investments.

190 Education and outreach.

200
Producer responsibility organization—Annual 

report.

260 Petition for the exclusion of certain products.



Chapter 173-950 WAC
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Section 000 General

Section 100 Producer Duties 

Section 200 Producer Responsibility Organization Duties

Section 300 Service Provider Duties

Section 400 Statewide Requirements

Section 500 Exemption Petition



Rule and Law Cross Reference
LAW SECTIONS - Topic

000 

General

100 

Producer

200 

PRO

300 Service 

Provider

400 Statewide 

Requirements

500 

Exclusion

020 - Definitions 

030 - Producer/PRO registration  

040 - Producer/PRO responsibilities  

070 - Service provider registration 

080 - Service provider responsibilities 

100 - Convenience standards—Alternative 

collection


130 - PRO—Plan 

140 - PRO—Contingency plan 

150 - PRO—Performance targets  

160 - Producer fees 

170 - Service provider reimbursement 

180 - Infrastructure investments 

190 - Education and outreach 

200 - PRO—Annual report 

260 - Petition for exclusion of certain products 
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Draft Rule Content
120 minutes
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Today’s discussion

WAC 173-950-
• 010 Purpose

• 020 Applicability

• 030 Definitions

• 100 Producer Duties

• 110 Individual producer plan

• 200 Alternative collection 
program

If we have time:
• 300 Service provider duties

• 500 Exclusion petition
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Open the Rule PDF



Download the Draft Rule 
Language Document

38

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/swm/RRA/

5-27-26MeetingRuleLanguage.pdf 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/swm/RRA/5-27-26MeetingRuleLanguage.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/swm/RRA/5-27-26MeetingRuleLanguage.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/swm/RRA/5-27-26MeetingRuleLanguage.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/swm/RRA/5-27-26MeetingRuleLanguage.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/swm/RRA/5-27-26MeetingRuleLanguage.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/swm/RRA/5-27-26MeetingRuleLanguage.pdf


5 minute break
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Public Comment Session
30 minutes
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Reminder of Ground Rules

• Review materials in advance of meetings.

• Share relevant information when possible.

• Use specific examples and simple terms when possible.

• Be respectful of discussion time and maintain a balanced conversation.

• Respect differing perspectives, interests, and positions.

• Propose solutions whenever possible.

• We want to make the most of our limited time today. Please be brief in 

your comments. If time allows, we can circle back to longer comments.
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Public Comment Session

Use the “Raise 

hand” function 

and we will call 

on you.

Provide written 

comments to 

the comment 

form.

Questions after 

the meeting? 

Email us:

Subscribe to 

receive updates:

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAE

CY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_366 
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recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_366
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_366
mailto:recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov


Thank you
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Questions?
Contact the team at 

recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov 

Visit the comment page to 

submit a written comment

https://ecology.commentinput.com

/?id=HBuQZ3h6t 

Comments are due by June 24, 2026

mailto:recyclingreform@ecy.wa.gov
https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=HBuQZ3h6t
https://ecology.commentinput.com/?id=HBuQZ3h6t
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